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1. Name
historic Mill Village Historic District®™~lai ic-xfT"
and/or common The Station Mill; Williamstown Manufacturing Company
2. Location
East side Cole AveflNie;-  Mill -Stroot-
street & number Arnold®  St-no-e*and Elm Sj:&»ty. , not for publication
city, town Williamstown N/A  vicinity of
state M assachusettscode 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district public X occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object ANAN N process . yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted X industrial transportation
-no military other:
4. Owner of Property
neme Multiple (see attached Ilist)
street & number
city, town N/A vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, regidry of deeds eic.  Northern Berkshire Registry of Deeds
dreet & number 65 Park Street
city, town Adams gaeMassachusetts 01220

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic
title Assets of the Commonwealth hes this property been determined digible? yes X no
date January 8, 1981 federal A  state county local

depogtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Conimissinn

city, town Boston gae M assachusetts



7. Description Mill VIHage Historic District. Williamstown. Mass

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site N/A
good ruins X_altered moved date

X fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Mill ViIIa?e Historic District i slocated i nthenortheast part of

the town _of WIIliamstown, Massachusetts on the south bank of the Hoosic
River. The district occupies an irregularly shaped area of about 13

acres including Arnold Street, MiIl Street, and thenorthern sections of
Col e Avenue and El mStreet. Cole Avenue runs approximtely northeast from
the center of WIlliamstown on Route 2, one half mle totheHoosic River,
WIlliams College i slocated about three quarters of a mle southwest of
the Mill Village.

The majority of the 43 buildingswithin thedistrict consist of sys-
tematically arranged mill structures, 24 double workers' houses, a school,
two stores, asingle famly mill superintendent's house and a double mill
machinists' house, erected between 1865 and 1867. Conplenenting this
initial planned devel opnent are a row of later single fam|ystructures
erected on m|l owned |ots which represent theexpansion of themll in
the 1800s and%0s . Wth theexception of thebrick mll structures, the
buildings share a simlarity of scale, functional architectural design

and wood construction material. Thedistrict containes twointrusions, md 20
century cottages at the corner of Arnold and H mStreets (Myp #s 140 and 141).

Each of the 24 double tenenents are set on |ots roughly 108 feet by

58 feet i nsize. 1n1878 theNorth Adans "Transcript," thelocal news-
paper, described thearea as the"nodel manufacturing community of the
state," and found it dry, clean and free of malaria. Mill Street has seven
doubl e tenements; Arnold Street, eleven; and El mStreet, six. The rear of
the houses on Arnold Street face therear of thehouses on M|l Street.

A recent study of theWIlliamstown cotton industry describes the two and
a half story Geek Revival double house as "conmfortably |arge and well
proportioned . . . arranged i nlines with only enough space between them
to nake i t possible tosay that they were separate houses. The |ong,
%%)stlﬁsmtmuous profile nade them seem |ike one monstrous unit" (Powell

182 Col e Avenue, The Wl liamstown Manufacturing GConpany (Myp #18; Photo #1)
Built i n1865-1866, themin mll building i sa three-storybrick, long
rectangul ar structure capped with a shallow pitched roof and aIi?ned
parallel totheHoosic River. [Itsarchitectural character i sdefined by
rows of 12/12 rectangul ar windows set i narched openings, corner piers,
corbelling at thecornice line, and a pair of rectangular E]rojecnng
service towers centered on thelong elevations. That on the northeast
(river) elevationexhibits a flat roof level with themin block; the
sout hwest tower extends an additional one and a half stories and i s
decorated with pairs of blind arches and repeated corbelling. Alterations
to thebuilding consist of an addition of simlar material and scale at
the southern end and closing of sone wi ndows with concrete block as
r(el%lébr()ed for theproduction of light sensitive photographic products
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Associated with themill are two ancillary buildings both also constructed

in 1865-1866: a brick warping shed (now a garage) consisting of three
overlapping rectangular sections; and a small square brick valve house
which originally controlled thewater power forthe mll.

148 Col e Avenue, Superintendent's House (Map #40; Photo #2). Constructed
in 1866-1867 and t helargest and nmost elaborate single famly housei n

the district, the superintendent's house i s a clapboarded Zh'Story L-plan
house with a IJ*-story rear addition. Decorative Italianate style detailing
includes paired eaves' brackets, single round head windows with drip

mol dings i nthe gable fields, and bracketed projecting w ndow hoods. A
one-story enclosed porch has been added on thenorth elevation.

146 Col e Avenue, Double Mill Machinists' House (Map #41; Photo #5). This
double house i ssimilar i nscale and design to thesuperintendent's house,
but with simpler detail, reflectingtheoccupants' |lesser stature i n the
m Il community. The exterior clapboards have been covered with asphalt
shingle, but original window enframements and eaves' brackets remain
intact.

142-144 Cole Avenue, Mill Store and Post Office (Map #42; Photo #4).

Built i n 1865, this ZJ*story G eek Revival commercial building presents
its gable end to Cole Avenue with its first story orignal storefronts and
second story balcony recessed under a projecting planked pedi ment. Woden
piers and railing remain on t hesecond story but have been replaced with
iron colums on thefirst story. Molded cornices with returns and cor -
nerboards complete thebuilding's trim

A two-story rear el |l with separate entry i slocated on thenorth elevation.
The building retains nmuch of its original fabric and appearance, although
the original clapboard exterior has been sheathed i nasphalt shingle; all
exposed wood i s painted grey.

Arnold Street (north side). Double Wbrkers' Housing (Map #s (Sheet 119), \ .
21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 30, 51, 54, 35, 56 and 39; Photos #5-6).

Mill Street, Double Workers' Housing (Map #s (Sheet 119) 25, 28, 29, 32,
33, 37, and 38; Photo #7).

Elm Street. Double Workers' Housing (Map #s (Sheet 120) 25. 26. 27. 28.
29 , 50 ; Photo #8).

Constructed between 1865 and 1867, t he double workers' housing which line
Arnold, Mill and El mStreets are identical simple Greek Revival structures.

(Continued)
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Al though sone have been altered by residing or window replacement, they
remin intact as a group. Each house i sof wood frame constructionwith
a square ZJ*-story main block with gable roof flank parallel tothe street
and two one-story kitchen ells extending at right angles, set ajog, at

the rear. A central chimey i slocated i nthenain portion and a
secondary chimey i nthekitchenell. Min facades are symmetrical,
displa?;ing two entrances- abutting thecorners and four rectangul ar w ndows
on each story. Unaltered exanples exhibit clapboarding, narrow corner
boards and nol ded cornice trim 6/6 double hung w ndows; and three-Iight
transons or projecting hoods above themin entries.

Arnold Street (south side). Single and Double Fam |y Housing (Myp #s 129,

130, 131, 152, 155 and 134). Representing a period of m || expansion i n
the 1880s, this group of si xmxed single and double houses were erected
l_l)_K mll workers on lots they were able topurchase fromthemll conpany.

e land had previously served as a park, footbhall field and comnmon graze
lot. Varying i nheight from Ih to 2n stories and vernacul ar i ndesign
with Italranate detallings, these houses form an integral part of the
district both visually and historically.



8. SignifficanceMill Village Historic District, Williamstown, Mass.

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 K archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics . literature sculpture
1600-1699 X. architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_ N 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
~1900- communications JL. industry politics/government transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1865-1867 Builder/Architect Paul A. Chadbourne (owner)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Mill Village Historic District possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i s locally
significant asthe l|argest and most successful textile mill in WIIiams-
town i nthelate 19th century and as an excellently preserved exanple of a
snail planned mill community typical of rural locations during that

period. I naddition, i treflects thesocial and humanitarian idealsin
concert with conm@rcial interests which motivated itslocal owners and
i mmigrant worker population. The Mill Village Historic District thus

meets criteria A B, and C of theNational Register of Historic Places.

Encouraged i npart by theneighboring markets of Al bany, Troy, and New
York, small scale cotton textile manufacturing was initiated by local
entrepreneurs at an early date (1826) i nWIlliamstown at the Turner Mill,
later sold tothefirm of Blackington, Southworth and Walley. The conpany
continued tooperate throughout the 19th century.

Changes brought by the Ciil Var to theregion included an inmproved rail
link with Troy and an i nceased demand for cotton goods as t hewar ended,
Consequently, larger textile mlls and greater investment capital than
previously available were required. Responding tothis opportunite/, Paul
Ansel Chadbourne, a professor of botany and natural science at WI/lians
Col | ege, purchased 100 acres of |land and t hewater rights alongthe
Hoosic River. The site possessed advantages over that of itsearlier rival
including better access to rail transportation and greater water power
capacity. Chadbourne was acﬂnc};1 as an agent for theArnold Brothers of
Adans, Massachusetts, who with hi mincorporated as the W Iliamstown
Manufacturing Conpany.

Construction of the water powered three-story brick m |l opposite therail-
road station began later that year and was i noperation bK 1866. | t was

Iar?er, better equipped and being a joint stock conpany, had |arger capital
In Tact, It wasso successful that thefirm was able tolure Sunmer South-

worth away from Stephen Walley. By 1869 thefirm enpl oyed over 200t o
operate 319 power |oons t o mnufacture over 1,500,000 yards of cotton goods
yearly. The W Il ianmstown Manufacturing Conpany was described by the con-
tenporary firmof R G Dunn ~ Conpany "as one of thevery best conpanies
in the VICInIt?/ .. . first class businessnen with abundant capital and

unl ess sone unforeseen event should occur, they will continue to be one

of the strongestand nost reliable firms around" (Powell 19 79:44).

(Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1~.86 acres

Quedagerame Wi 11aimstown , MA Quadrangle scale. 1: 20 ,000

UTM References

ALLI BM [LirPI M AP~ 4P | | 1)8 1648520 4[7] 5/ 0L7L 6|0
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

CILLE] "KM~ PPl M,7|5,0]|4,8,0| D|Ij_8 r6|4,8/0 4,01 |4,750 76 0

E | | o L J oL

G HL L

Verbal boundary description and justification

Begi nning at the northwest corner of Plot 18, at Cole Avenue, the boundary

follows the south bank of the Hoosic River easterly 740 feet to,the northeast
(Continued)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

n N/All
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Virginia A. Fitch, Preservation Planner, with Patrick (Rick) Stewart,
nameftife Willaimstown Historical Commission and James N. Parrish, Berkshire
County Regional Planning Commission
organizaion M assachusetts Historical Commission dde June 1983

drest & numbe 294 Washington Street telephpne  (617) 72 7- 84 70

city or town Boston gae Massachusetts
12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state <C local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth”~y the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature //"-aL"ccet” A (INIBINCr(jjlin A ANEANEA B A
. State Historic I?rese_rvation Of_fi(_:er
title Massachusetts Historical Commission date

For NPS use only

i hereby certify that this property is included in theJ"ationaJ, Register
J J MOr#<i |£ tier
date

IKeeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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A Ererequisite for successful oPeration at this expanded scale was a |arger
| abor force than thelocal population could sugply, producing an influx of
French- Canadian famlies. To house itsnew |abor supply, the conpany con-
structed 28 double tenements, a store and a school on thereminder of its
100 acres i n1867. Mill Street, Arnold Street and El mStreet were renoved
fromthecenter of WIlliamstown and becane an ethnic community unto them
selves nicknamed Factory Fow or French Row The Conpany owned, controlled
and rented thehousing tothewrkers at a lowrate. This benefited the
canpany as i t provided a ready and available child-labor force. "In 1860
there were no workers under the age of fifteen i nlocal factories.

1870, however, there were 54 boys and girls between eight and fourteen
enployed i nboth mills" (Powell 1979:108). | n 1867, Massachusetts passed
a lawforbidding theenployment of children under the age of ten in
factories. Both cottonmlls inWIIliamstown were found i nviolation of
this statute i n 1870 and 1880.

In January of 1878, the"North Adans Transcript" described theM Il Village

as "the nodel manufacturing property i nthestate." |t found the houses
"neat, orderly and sturdy . . . patterns of convenience i nevery respect
for theclass of people who occupy them" | neach house was posted a set

of rules which stated, anong others, that no pigs ordpoultry shal | be

kept on thepremses. There were boxes for trash and t he out houses were
cleaned every Friday. The article goes on to describe the amount of room
each house had and that a park was [ocated near themill for football and
other sports, and that a community barn was maintained for |ivestock ésouth
side of Arnold Street). An option for buying their houses was offered by
the firm i n1870 for a price of $800.

\Il'\az t hem d 1870s, however, larger textile firms i neastern Massachusetts
ich had already augnented their water power with steam began t o apply
pressure toboth WIlliamstown mills. The WIIliamstown Manufacturing
Company shut down i nMy of 1876 because of thefailure of Arnold Print Vérks

to whomthey sold al |l their products. The conpany was quickly bought f or
$176,000, far below itsvalue, by Albert C Houghton, a former partner of
Harvey Arnold. I norder toput the conpany back on itsfeet, Houghton pur-
chased and installed 132 additional |oons and added a 150 horsepower steam
engine tosupply themills' power needs during the dry summer nonths when
the output of thethree water wheels dropped to less than one-half of their
rater 475 horsepower. These inprovenents as well as thehiring of an able
manager, W lliamArthur Gallup 1 n1879, allowed themill toreminin
competition with theMerrimck and Manchester firms. An additional 131

| oons and a 500 horsepower steam engine were added i n1904. The expansion
of 1879 required increased [abor, initiating thesale of lots i nthe park
on thesouth side of Arnold Street. Workers who could afford them built
their own houses on these sites, thus continuinga significant shift in
the Mill Village away from it spaternalistic origins.

(Continued)
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Al bert Houghton retired i n 1910 and sold the conpany to the Greylock Mills,
al so known as Berkshire Fine Spinning Associates. | t ceased operationi n
1931 during the Great Depression. The associated housing, store and tobacco
barn were auctioned by thereceivers on June 8 1933, at a reasonable rate
by Kilburn Realty Corp. The mill was converted f orthe manufacture of
photographic paper i n 1940 by Gevaert Conpany, who operated the plant

until 1949 when i t became-part of General Photo Products Conpany, the
present owner.

As an excellently preserved 19thcentury mill village, theM Il Village
Historic District should be considered sensitive for thepresence of

undi sturbed structural features, land use evidence and cultural material
deposits relating toindustrial, commercial and domestic activitiesin
the area. Although presently undefined, thelocation and research guided
excavation of the archaeol ogical conmponent nay yield informationimportant
to our understanding of industrial technology, status differentiation,
ethnicity (anong other topics) during thesecond half of the 19thcentury.
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9. MVIQR Bl BLI OGRAPH C REFEREINCES

Wlliam H Pierson, Jr. American Buildings and Their Architects. Doubl eday
a Co., NewYork, 1978.

W liamstown, theFirst Two Hundred Years. Robert R R Brooks. WIIliams-
town Historical Conm ssion.

Another W lliamstown: TheCotton Textile Industry i na NewEngland
Community. Daniel Powell, Senior Thesis, WIlliams College, 1979.

Child's Gazetteer of Berkshire County. Hamlton Child, 1885.

"Historical Data onBerkshire County Post Offices," compiled by Leo
Lincoln and Lee Drinkamer.

10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCR PTICON (Continued)

CGRNER G- Plot 18, then proceeds southerly 362feet toMi |l Street and follows
the northeast side of Mill Str-et 180feet tothenorth corner of Plot 25.

It follows theback property line of Plots 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30 a

total of 600 feet. At thesoutheast corner of Plot 30 theboundary proceeds
westerly 263 feet crossing Elm Street. | tproceeds northerly onthe west
line of EEmStreet totherear property boundary of Plot 142. The boundary
follows therear property line of Plots 142, 140, 138, 135, 133, 132, 131,
130, 129, 622feet and t hewest boundary of Plot 129, 100 feet, then
northwest onPlot 128, 155feet to Cole Avenue. The boundary then follows
the east side of Cole Avenue 601 feet tothebeginning.

The nom nation includes themill and historically related workers' housing
dating primarily from 1865-1867. Boundaries are drawn to include these
properties and exclude later, non-mll related buildings.
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