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AREA FORM NO.

‘A"Town Springfield

t*"ddress  264-270 Worthington Stta’™t

| Mistoric Nare Bicycle Club Building ™ fAI/

original owner: Springfield Bicycle Club

U Present Conmercia

Original club headquarters

DESCR PTT ON

Dat e 1891

Sour ce City Directories

Style Ronanesque Revi val

Architect unkown

Exterior wall fabric brick

Qut bui I dings None

Major alterations (with dates)

renoval of sash andinterior trim c.1950

restoration - 1981

Moved no Dat e

| ess than one

Approx. acreage

Setting wurban context: farg.sdirectly on

Sear TI" . Suare

sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL. S OGN H CANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns (F other buildings within the comunity.) A

The Bicycle Qub Building (264-270 Wrthington) is afour story masonry structure built
in 1891 for the SEringfieId Bicycle Qub. Thtwenty four foot wde structure is attached
to the Vlls Block through coomon use of Vel ls Block exterior wall.  Thehighly decoratec
facade is caﬁped by a deep projected pressed metal comice. Theoriginal first floor
store front has been significantly modified through the years viaile the upper floors have
retained most of their original appearance except for the renoval of the arched netal
parapet which sat onthe netal comce. "AAA

RibiukKitM St CPCONLN  (Etpiam the role owers played in |local or state
history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the connunity.)

The Springfield Bicycle dub Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
material s andworkmanship. [t is significant for itswell preserved late 19th century
design, andespecially as the hone of the Springfield Bicycle Qub. |t neets criteria
A" Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

The Bicycle AQub Building was built in 1891 asthe first pernmanent hone of the inter-
nationally known Springfield Bicycle Qub. GQganized in 1881, the Springfield Bicycle
A ub was apioneer in the racing field and successfully established the popularity and
reputation of the bicycle neet. Under the |eadership of president Henry E  Druoker,

the Qub constructed a "special bicycle track inside the Hunpden Park Trottin Track...
with the help of the best civil engineers in Arerica and Europe...during athree day
nmeet at Springfield, all Averican and European records were wiped out."l The dub

top rider was George M Hendee, who in 1884, at the age of eighteen, was "chanpi on
amateur rider of the United States for al | distances uptoandincluding twenty mles."2

He had previ ously established these records at the 1883 neet | n? which attra
peopl e over its four da{)_extent at atinme when theGty's popul ation was 36,
Hendee | ater becane abicycl e manufacturer, and then founded the Hendee M
whi ch manuf actured the fanmous | ndi an Motorcycle. Inaddition ot its athle
organi zation functioned i nabroader social and connunity base. The nenber
cl ub enbraced nmany of the Gty's | eadi ntg prof essional, commercial, and bu
as wel | as many younger busi ness and prof essiona nen. The C ub provided rel
Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and pul

1. Anerican Bicycle Racing, Janes C MCol | agh, 1976, p.4
2. King's Handbook of Springfield, Ed. Mbses King, 1884, p.271
3. Springfield Scr”book, Vol une 38, p.179.
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The fourth floor contains a Ronanesque arch whi ch spans nost of thefacade and protects
a porch and decorative wood w ndowwall. Theredbrick arch and face includes basket -
weave brick and projected brick moldings. The nmasonry and nortar are nonochromatic.
The porch area i s formed by the projecti ngf wood bay (oriel) and surrounded by cast
railings. Thewood facade at thefourth floor consists of wood panel | ed doubl e hung
sash (four) i nwhich iscentered a glazed wood door. Vdod w ndows and door gl azing

are detailed with perimeter windowpane. Thesecond and third floor contain awood
projected bay (approxinately 30") which included decorative transonglazing, perineter
pane wood pivot sash, and decorative pressed tin pyrimadal nolding.

Hi storical Significance.: .
fron thewear of daily work, responsibility and effort.

The Bui | di n? was constructed for thesingle purpose of housing the Springfield Bicycle
Qub and related comrercial space. Thestyle, detail and workmanshop of the building

was adirect extensionof thefunctions houses i n theBuilding andthe proud

synbol of a nost ener?eti c organization. Although thedecorative half round netal parapet
and gol d wi ngs, synbols of thed ub, have been renoved and thefirst floor connercial
significantly altered, other significant details have remained unaltered. The

structure origi nalrl]% houses a bow ing alley i n thebasenent; abicycledealer,

Frank M Qoe, Colunbia Bicycles onthe first floor; club library, parlor, and offices

on thesecond floor: hillrards, pool and card roons onthethird floor; and a fully

equi pped gymmasi umonthefourth floor.

During theearly 20th century as t he autonobile took over the Anmerican

consci ousness and bi cycling di m nishedthebuildi nP was subsequently utilized .
for several fratemal organizations, dance and ballet schools, and real estate office.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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