AREA FORMI NO.
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FORM B BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108

Town REHOBOTH
| Address 154 Agricultural Avenue

| Historic Nare Abiah Bliss House

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)

staple to left side of form Use: Present residence
Photo number Original residence
DESCR PTT ON

Date before 1740

[Npurce architectural detail

SKETCH MP
Show property's location i n relation Styl e First period
to nearest cross streets and/or
geographi cal features. Indicate Architect  unknown
all buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection. Exterior wall fabric clapboards

Indicate north.
Qutbuil dings seetext

Mpjor alterations (with dates) see text

UM A 19/311330/ 4639820
C 10/ 3111801 4639650 Voved o Pate
D 19/311140/ 4639700 Approx. acreage
Recorded by Leslie C Abernathy [I] Setting 50 feet fromroad;, gable endto r
Organi zation Rehoboth Historical Comm ssion road; rural context
Dat e April 1976; revised 1981

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL S GNFI CANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the comunity.)

The house andbarn at 154 Agricultural Avenue are strikingly unusual in that both
original structures were later included in, but not obscured by, envelopingor
additional construction. Thehistory of builds in the house is quite conplex,

as the six-bay asymetrical facade (east) suggests. Theentrance is left of center
under a 20th century portico. A second, possible original entrance, is right of center,
and modified as a window These entrances alternate with three pairs of tw w ndows
unevenly spaced. There are also six windows onthe second story. The south three-

bay portion of the main part of the house is oneof the earliest structures still

HSTCR CAL SN FICANCE  (Explain the role owners played in local or stathe""Ar""AtAt!
history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.)

Traditionally, this house was huilt by Jonathan Bliss In 1666 soon after his arrival
in America. |f this date is correct, this nay be one of the only houses to have
survived King Philip's Vér in 1676. In the md 18th century, it was owned by Deacon
Ephrai mBliss, who gave this property of 50 acres and "a dwelling place where ny son
now dwelleth" to his son Abiah in 1754 (Snape 1976:128). The property has renai ned
in the Bliss famly as anactive farmever since. Menbers of this famly started the
successful Bliss Brother's Dairy business in Attleboro in the 19th century.

As one of the earliest extant houses In Rehoboth which also illustrates the evolution

of architectural formand design in a conservative context and stands in association with
a barn of simlar character, the Abiah Bliss House neets criterion Cof the National

Regi ster of Historic Places individually.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEREINES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Snape, Sue Ellen. Mghty Liberty Mn 1976, p.128.

Snape, Sue Ellen, ed. In dd Rehoboth, 1979, pp. 41, 116, 117, 121-123.
Tilton, G H AHstory of Rehoboth, Mass. Boston, 1918, pp.315, 358.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conmuni t: For mN\b:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  CCKMISSON Rehobot h 170
Office of the Secretary, Bostcn

Property Name: Abiah Bliss House

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (Continued)

standing i n Rehoboth. |t i sdated tobefore 1740 on thebasis of architectural details.
Including gunstock corner posts. The central chimmey and several fireplaces also
remain.  The house was enlarged by a northern addition following theoriginal lines

in theearly tomd 18th century. This addition had an additional chimey which was
removed prior to 1930, Although there have been other additions tothesouth end
since, thestructure has sttod basically unchanged since ca. 1860; i nt he early

20th century, i tserved toillustrate thesubstantial gable roof early house typei n
Tilton's history of thetown. The large dairy barn i sa late 19th century build with
a truss gambrel roof. There have been several subsequent additions toitsbasenent
(south) side. However, the'ell" at thewest end near t hehouse i sactually a three-
bay broadaxed timber frame, 18th century barn. The only other standing structurei s
a large shed south of thehouse and barn.

+ INTERIOR —GEOLOGICAL SURVEY RESTON VIRGINIA
12 3 Ml TO MASS 118

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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