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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name PALMER SCHOOL

other names/site number LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE or DISTRICT NO. 2 SCHOOL

2. Location

street & number 33 Main Street N/A  not for publication
city or town Boxford N/A  vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county [Essex code 009 _ zip code 01921

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this” nomination
« request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide QnocaWy. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

\}i om

Kgljature of ce&wgl:)]iciallﬂtle Judith &McDonough, Executive Director Detle

(lassachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

ifonal Park Service Certification
henftiy certify that this property is: if the Keepe Date of Action
‘entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
« other (explain);



Palmer School
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private X_building(s)

_X public-local _ district
public-State _ site
public-Federal structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION/ School

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

GREEK REVIVAL

Narrative Description

Essex, Massachusetts

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AND CULTURE/Museum

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE/granite and fieldstone
walls WOOD/clapboard

roof ~ ASPHALT SHINGLES
other  BRICK (chimnev)

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See continuation sheet)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The PAmer School, Boxford, islocated in the southeast comer of a parcel which comprises a
5.6-acrelot a the intersection of Main Street and Middleton Road. To the north of the
nominated property isalarge, modem brick school with parking lots, while beyond the school on
the same parcd isthe town hall, whichfrontsMiddleton Road; both the modem building and the
town hall are excluded from the boundaries of the present nomination. Onthe west dde of the
Pdmer School is apaved driveway and agrove of treesextending to Middleton Road. The
Boxford Village Historic District (NR 1973), aresidentia and institutional areawhose resources
dateto the earliest periods of the community's settlement, lies a short distance to the north and
west of the nominated property.

The building is atimberframeone story ssmcture, rectangular in plan with agable roof.
Extending across the north facade is avestibule with ahiproof The foundation on the eest, west
and south sdesof the schodl is granite, andfiel dstoneimder the vestibule. The siding is wood
capboards and the windows are wood double hung sseh with six over Six or eight over eight
lights. There are dso threefixed rectangular wood saeh. A brick chimney isbuilt into the north
geble end. There are two doorways, one on the south and one on the north end of the building.

Surviving architectural omamentation conssts of the Gresk Revival style comer pilagters and an
entablature. The entablature features acornice, architrave and frieze, the latter two ddineated by
athin strip of molding applied under the comice. On the north gable end there is a continuation
of the comice in the form of returns. There are d 0 comer pilasters and acomice onthe
vestibule with proportionally smdler moldings. Although there has been some clgpboard
replacement, most of the sidingisorigina with feather-edge lgpjoints.

The building hes undergone severd historic dterations. The north end of the building isthe
origina front of the school. At an unknown date, but while still in use a a schoal, the vestibule
was added with two sgparate entrances. The original chimney was located on the reaer (south)
end of the school. According to school records, the eight over eight saeh were added in 1928 to
provide more light through the two Sdes of the building. For an unknown reeson, three sats of
the new saeh were added on the present west Sde of the school but only two onthe eest Sde.

(continued)
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Palmer School Essex, MA
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

. . L Enter categories from instructions
for National Register listing.) ( 9 )

ARCHITECTURE

XA Property is associated with events that have made SOCIAL HISTORY
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history. EDUCATION

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses Period of Significance
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack 1845-147
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,

information important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations 1845. 1931
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply )

Property is:

Significant Person

_A owned by religious institution or used for (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

religious purposes.

_XB removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. Architect/Builder
F acommemorative property. Unknown

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 X State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register _ Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National _ Local government Library, Town Hall
Register University
_ designated a National Historic Landmark _ Other
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
# Massachusetts Historical Commission

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pdmer School, dso known as the District 2 School and the Little Red Schoolhouse, isthe
lagt surviving 19th century school building in the Town of Boxford, arural community in Essex
County, Massachusetts. The building is significant historically as ademongration of the town's
regoonseto population increasesin the mid 19* century and reflectsthe nead for readily available
public education throughout the community; architecturaly, the property is significant as the
only remaining example of thisbuilding type in Boxford. The PAmer School retains integrity of
design, materids, feeling, and association, and fulfills National Regiger CriteriaA and C onthe
local level. The building was moved to its present location in 1931; it therefore dso fulfills
Criterion Consderation B.

The Town of Boxford, incorporated in 1685, hes historically dways been arura community
whose development relied primarily upon agriculture and small manufacturing enterprises. A
pattern of dispersed agricultura settlement emerged in the early yearsof the town's history, and
perasted through the IS™ century. Thetown had itsfirst school teecher in 1701, and was divided
into severd school digtrictsby 1739, a which time severd schoolhouses were gpparently
congructed; others are known to have been built a the end of the 18* century as well, but in all
casss thereisno record of their gopearance, and none survive.

By the early 19* century, two smal crossroad villages had becomewe l-established in Boxford,
each with its own medtinghouse, and settlement focused in the First Parish (along Main Stret
and Middleton Road) a the community's geogrgphic center, and the West Parish (Main and
Washington Streets). Boxford'spopulation increased gradudly, from 800 in 1765t0 930 in
1830. All of the original 18th century buildings used as schools were replaced in the second
quarter of the nineteenth century, during the town's mog significant period of growth. The
Pdmer Schooal, in District Two, was built in 1845 in the Greek Reviva style. Itsorigina
location was on the southern dde of Main Street (about one-quarter mile west of its present Site)
in the village center, near the nudeus of the town's earliest settlement.

By 1854, the railroad had arrived in Boxford, with the Boston and Maine Railroad stopping
threetimes daily in East Boxford. With the railroad came increased manufacturing and small-
deindustrial concarns, as well as resdentia and commercia development.  Shoes were

(continued)
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entrancesfor boys and girls, again typical of the building type. The gopearance of other 19*
century district schoolsinBoxford is a present unknown. 1naddition, no former district schools
have beenidentified thusfar indtered, resdential use, dthough such ateration, with the
converson of district schoolswhaose public use was over, was a common practice d sewhere ad
could be expected inBoxford as well. Despite severd changesover the past century, including
the mid-20* century relocation of the entryfi-omthe northern to southern side, the building
retainsthe essentia characteridtics of its syle and type.

Currently the PAmer School isnot in use, but plansare to resoreit as an historic one-room
schoolhouse. Due to interior remodeling, current plans are to maintain the existing entrance on

the historic rear of the building rather than restore the origina facade on the north end of the
building.

Archaeologica Significance

Since patternsof prehigtoric settlement and subsstencein the Boxford areaare poorly
understood, any surviving sitescould be significant. Prehigtoric Stesin this areacan dso hdp to
better underdand Native American settlement in the Ipswich River drainage and the
role/importance of Stesadong atributary of that drainage. Native American settlement has been
documented within the Ipswich River Basnfi-omthe Paeo Indian through Contact Periods.
Sitesin this areacan help document the cultural and environmenta changes that occurred in this
aeaover that 10,000 year history.

(end)
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9. MAJORBIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES
Boxford Town Reports. 1926,1928, 1930,1931.
Haynes, Winthrop P., Collection, Box 40, Boxford Historic Document Center.

Hurd, Hamilton, ed.. History of Essex County. Mass.. with Biographical Sketches. Vol. |1,
Philadel phia, 1888.

Perley, Barbara, Town of Boxford, Mass.. A Fragment of History. Rowley Printing, Rowley,
Mass, 1985.

Perley, Sidney, History of Boxford. Essex County. Mass.. published by the author, 1880.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 335860 4724660

Zane Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitte Roger Reed, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, MHC, National Register Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date September 1997
street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Boxford
street & number Town Hall, 28 Middleton Road _ telephone 617-887-8181
city or town Boxford state MA zip code 01921

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fonn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Pari< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property begins a the intersection of the eest property linewhere
itjoins Main Strest, then followsthe north sde of Main Street gpproximately 85 feet to the

paved driveway, then followsthe eest Sde of the paved driveway gpproximately 150 feet to the
curb of the paved parking lot, then turns eedt foll owing the curb of the parking lot gpproximately

& feet to the eadt property line, then turns south to follow the eedt property line gpproximately
137 feet to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification

The boundary consstsof asmall portion of town property which contains the historic PAmer
School. The nominated areaiis defined by the driveway on the west, the parking lot on the north,
Main Street on the south, and the eedt property line.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January A 1998

Ms. Carol Shull

Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull,
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Pdmer School, 33 Main Street, Boxford (Essex Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportimity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

CC: Brenda Stickney, 51 Washington Street, Boxford
Susen Peterson, Chair, Boxford Historical Commission
Roger Reed, Preservation Conaultant
Gerdd R. Johnson, Chair, Boxford Board of Sdectmen

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 T DD: 1-800-392-6090
Website  Www.magnet.gate maus'sec/mhc



