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The View Street Historic District includes 11 residential buildings and 6 garages
The boundaries of the district aredefined by the historic subdivisionl ot

lines of thellbuilding lots of thedistrict. To the north and south, the
district shares therear |lot |ines of thesubdivisions on Hillside Avenue and
Wabash Street, respectively. To the west, the district i sdefined by the

rear |lot lines of the Sterling Street subdivision lots. The district's

eastern boundary on View Street i sdefined by the open space of t helargel ot
adjacent t o8 View Street, andmarks a transition t oa group of residences from
an earlier (pre-1910) phase of construction, a group of buildings that has also
seen heavy alteration andresiding.

Contributing/non-contributing status

«Buildings: 14C, 3NC o !

UMRFHEENE A 19/269260/ 4680820
B 19/269270/ 4680720
C 19/ 269200/ 4680730
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NATI ONAL REQ STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)
The View Street Historic District possesses integrity of location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. |t i ssignificant as
a representative conmponent of t hethree-decker subdivisions that swept across
the steep hillslope of Vernon Hill i nthe early decades of the 20th century,

subdivisions that attracted a diverse m x of the city's ethnic. East Side
popul ation. The View Street Historic District also represents an unusually
wel |l -preserved mixture of the typical three-decker styles built during this
period on Vernon Hill, particularly those from the later phases of npodest
Colonial Revival and Craftsman design. The View Street Historic District thus
meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the
local level.

ARH TECTURAL. S AN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of
other areas within the community.

Suilt between 1916 and 1930, t hethree-deckers of the View Street Historic
District represent well the variety of forms these houses took duringthe
last phase of major three-decker construction along the steep western slope
of Vernon Hill. O thellthree-deckers within the District, tw, 9 and16
View Street have lost their integrity duet othe application of modern siding.
O the nine contributing three-deckers, six have gable roofs, twohave ganbrel

roofs, and one has a hip roof. | ngeneral, the District reflects wellthe
stylish and structural econom es that were often enployed i nthe |ast phase of
Colonial Revival/Craftsman three-decker construction i nthe city. 10, 11, 14

and 15 View Street al | have simple, rectilinear massing with gable roofs,
¢nd recessed, three-tier porches i nthe entry bay of the main facade. The
porches ar esupported by single andpaired square colums on the first and
second tiers. Thethird tier has only a simple rectangular opening i n the

( CONTI NUED)
HSTARCAL SANFH CANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel oprent of other areas of the comunity.

By the second decade of the 20th century, a major wave of subdivision and
three-decker construction had begun t oextend across the steepest portions

of the western slope of Vernon Hill, on streets that extended downsl ope from
Vernon Street, which runs along the hill's crest. These building sites, with
their spectacular views of the city, andtheir modestly fashionable houses,
attracted a remarkable m x of the city's East Side ethnic groups, as skilled
blue-collar andwhite-collar families sought the amenities of a hillside
residential location. The large, fashionable houses along Vernon Street
conferred sone status t othe area, andelectric streetcar service provided easy
access t oworkplaces downtown and i nother parts of the city. These qualities
sedrew families of Irish, Swedish, Polish, Lithuanian, and Jewi sh extraction, al |l
groups that were well-established i nthe city's East Side by this period. The

earliest residents of the View Street Historic District included WIIliam
Finegold, a salesman, andthe first owner of 8 View Street (1916); Adol ph
Josephson, a woodworker, andfirst owner of 12 View Street; and Janes

Mcl nerney, a foreman, andfirst owner of 9 View Street. Earliest known tenants
of 8 View Street included Frank Sulkoski, a saloonkeeper; and Dennis O Brien,

a printer. Occupants of 12 View Street included Sven and Rudol ph Josephson, <"

the latter a paymaster; Frank Rawson, a shipper, and Axel Stenquist, aclerk.
The only tenant of 9 View Street known for 1918 was Robert Mahan, a (postal ?)

carrier. By 1930, three-deckers had been built on the six remaining View
B BLI G3APHY and/ or REFEHRENES ( CONTI NUED)

Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1916, 1920, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the City of Worcester, 1922.
<. Callahan et al ., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 8/ 85
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Historical Significance (Cont)

Street hillslope lots. I n that year 7 View Street was ovvned_by John Wbl ani an,
an insurance agent. Tenants included Frank Martin enployed in men's
furnishin?s; Marion Martin, a secretary; and Patrick Higgins, a foreman.
Several of the View Street houses were ov/ned by skilled metal workers. In
1930, 11 View Street was oivned by Frank Kulesza, a wireworker. His tenants
included Walter Gromski, another wireworker; Frank Crotty, an advertising
solicitor; and three nmenbers of the Cohen family: Louis, a clothes cleaner;
Gl adys, a clerk; and Ruth, a teacher. Peter Mclntyre, a steel foreman, owned
13 View Street. Residents here included James Mahan, a collector; Mary
Mahan, a widow; and James Foley, a policeman.  Another wireworker, Vincent
Kontratov:icz, ovined 15 View Street in 1930. John and Tel ka Kontratowicz also
lived here: the former was an auto mechanic, the latter an operator. Other
residents included Charles Stevens, an assistant foreman; Clarence Doucett,
a helper; James Powers, a laborer; and Edmund Powers, an assistant foreman.
Harry Cohen ovined 17 View Street . Residents included Mx Cohen, of the
Grand Loan Company; -Aaron Gonberg, @ cashier; and Isaac Isaacson, a huckster,
Built ca.l930, 10 View Street was first owned by Al exander Zdrodowski, a
machinist. Residenrs included Toba Levy, a widow, Blanche Levy, a clerk;
Sarah Levy, a bookeeper; and Stanislaw Kam nski, an upholsterer.

Architectural Significance (Cont)

building facade. G the first story, a projecting portico with apedimiited
gable marks the entry bay. Triple windows flank the porch on each story. In
general, w nows have 6/1 sash. A shallow, squared, projecting side bay also
has triple wndov;s. These houses are clad in wood shingle, with the first and
second story side walls covered in wood clapboard. 13 and 17 Viev, Street
differ from this formonly in the location of a two-story, angled bay v."indow
in the main facade. At the eastern end of the district are located two

gambrel three-deckers that are nore ornate in detail. Shingle-clad 7 Viev;
Street features an asymmetrical main facade with a full length first-story
porch that rises in the entry bay to three-tiers, with a projecting ganbrel
over the third tier. The porch on the first tier is supported by shingle-

clad piers; the second and third tiers have square posts. The ‘three-tier
porch is flanked onthe facade by triple windows. Double and triple v/indov"s
are located on the side walls,*and on the long shed dormer on the ganbrel
roof. Wndov/s throughout retain 6/1 sash. Opposite this house, 8 View Street
has a recessed, tv>o-tier porch supported by slender, paired Tuscan colums,

and flanked by a two-story, angled bay wndov.'. O the third story, in the
gambrel face, a rectangul ar porch opening is flanked by a triple w ndow.
Heavy, regqgularly spaced brackets mark the gambrel cornice overhang. The

house is clad in wod clapboard, with shingle bands betv/ieen stories and in
the gambrel face. Distinct in form from the other three-deckers of the
district is 12 View Street, with its hip roof and three-tier porch capped

by a projecting ped:Lmented gable. The proch is supported by both square and
Tuscan colums, and is flanked by a three-story, curved wi ndow bay. An angled.
three-story side-wall bay v/indow has a pedimented gable cap, The house is
clad i n wod clapboard, with shingle bands between stories, The cornice
overhang is decorated with regularly spaced brackets.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



DISTRICT DATA SHEET
VIEW STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

MNP BLAK-LOr M // H STCR C NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE STATUS- R9

5-41-17 BB1552 Wbl ani n Three- Decker 7 View Street C1928 Col . Rev. 2GB
/ garage Shingl e*

5-36-12&14 BB1553 Mbran Thr ee- Decker 8 View Street cl 916 Col . Rev. * 2G B
/ gar age

5-41-15 BB1554 9 View Street cl 916 Col . Rev. 2NG B
/ gar age

5-36-10 BB1555 Zdrodowski Three-Decker 10 View Street cl 930 Col . Rev. 2GB
/ gar age

5-41-13 BB1556 Kul esza Thr ee- Decker 11 View Street cl 926 Col . Rev. 2GB
/ gar age

5-36-8 BB1557 Kar powi ch Three- Decker 12 View Street cl 916 Col . Rev. 2GB
/ gar age

5-41-11 BB1558 Mclntyre Three-Decker 13 View Street cl 926 Col . Rev. ICB

5-36-6 BB1559 14 View Street cl 930 Col . Rev. IGB

5-41-8 BB1560 Kondratow cz Three- Decker 15 View Street cl 924 Col . Rev. ICGB

5-36-4 BB1561 16 View Street cl 918 Col . Rev. * i NGB

5-41-6 BB1562 Cohen Thr ee- Decker 17 View Street cl 924 Col . Rev. |CB

* |Indicates Gambrel Roof

TOTAL: 14 Contributing Buildings
3 Noncontributing Buildings
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