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The St. John Milling Company still contains within its expanded walls

the original mill built in the 1770's. Built on Brush Creek, near
Watauga, the original mill was powered by a sixteen foot high wooden
overshot waterwheel. This wheel was connected by dogwood trunnel-
head gearing to two 54" diameter stone buhrs--one for corn meal and
one for flour. These were said to have been imported from France.
The original hand chiseled stone foundation and huge hand-hewn
timbers are still in place today to attest to the builder's fine
workmanship. Although the wooden wheel and machinery have heen
replaced with modern machinery, and the new additions have made the
original structure difficult to see on the exterior, the mill has
remained in operation continuously since it was built.

Directly across the road from the mill is a three-story limestone
house built by Jeremiah Dungan, builder of the mill. The house is
a late eighteenth century structure that is said to have been built
with stones from one of the Watauga forts. The original kitchen
was in the basement with living quarters on the second floor and
sleeping rooms on the third floor. The house is one room deep with
a large interior stone chimmey running up the end of the structure.
A more recent board and batten addition has been added to the rear
of the house. The exterior of the house remains much in its
original state with the interior having been modernized to some
extent. ‘
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dungan's Mill and house were built by Jeremiah Dungan while the
site was in the State of North Carolina. He came from Virginia
west of the mountains and built his grist mill by 1778 while
the Indians were still roaming in the area. The mill is very
near Watauga, the site where the Watauga Association was
formed. The Watauga Association is recognized as the first
government organized of free and independent men in America.

Dungan was a stone mason by trade and a master craftsman of his
day, to which his house and mill today attest. He was considered
a man of means in his day. In 1779, the first tax year in North
Carolina, his land, home, mill, and personal property were
listed at 2,590 pounds. Milling flourished in the area that was
known as "the bread basket of the Southeast.”

The mill passed on to the Dungan heirs when in 1866 G. W. St.John,
grandfather of the present owner, married Jeremiah Dungan's niece.
The St. John sons have continued until the present to update the
milling methods, operate a large farming operation, and preserve
the spirit of their pioneer ancestors.




Carter's Entry Book, #887.

Clippings from local papers.

Farm Family Magazine, fall, 1967.

"Now Modern Feed Business™ from
(Published in Lancaster, Penna

Interview with Mr. St. John, a descendant of the builder.
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