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1. Name of Property
higtoric name Benjamin Nye Homestead

other names/site number

2. Location

dreet & number 85 OIld County Road N/K Inot for publication
city, town Sandwich N/IA | vicinity"

sae MA code 025 county Barnstable code 001 zip code 02537

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Hx] private m  building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| I public-local | Idistrict _Q_ .buildings
* public-State """~ ! I Isite e ofl- el 1L . sites
| I public-Federal 0 structure ' . structures
1 lobject . objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: 2P ri Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

Anomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In7jTiy opifiion, theproperty C"meets CUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. See continuatlpn sheet.
F'Ature d catifying officid Judith~*B. McDonough, Executive Director Da

Ssachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
Sate or Fedad agacy and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[I3'€ntered in the National Register.
I 1 See continuation sheet.
0 determined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.
1 Idetermined not eligible for the . e«
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
| lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Beni amin Nye Homest ead,

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic; Single famly dwelling
Agriculture: Agricultural outbuilding
Industry; Manufacturing facility
7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)
Col oni al ; Postmedieval English

Early Republic; Federal

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Sandwi ch, Massachusetts

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation and Cul ture; Miseum

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone

walls Vood Shingle
roof Wood Shingle
other

The Benjamin Nye House, Sandwich, occupies a small, irregular lot on Old

County Road, an historic inland byway in East Sandwich, a still-rural

section

of this Cape Cod community. The house is set back at an angle, about fifty
feet from the road, and separated from it by ornamental plantings and a

semicircular, unpaved parking area.
essentially level

The lot on which the house sits is
(elevation 020 feet), dropping off at the northern and

eastern sides toward a broolc and pond (beyond the property boundary).
Landscaping on the property includes herb and flower gardens, scattered rose
bushes, foundation plantings of English boxwood and rose of Sharon, and tulip -« .-.

and blacic locust trees.

The house is believed to have been built in stages between the late 17th and
the early 19th centuries, although this supposition has yet to be tested with \'

a close physical evaluation.

The lot on which the house sits, less than a

quarter acre, is a fragment of the 250-some acres once owned by Benjamin Nye

and his descendants.

It is bounded on its southeastern side by the narrow

I brook that once served as the water source for the Nye family's grist and

fulling mills (brook not included).

The brook links the Nye Pond to the

present hatchery run by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.

Both sites were formerly part of the Nye family property.

The tracks of the

Penn-Central Railroad, formerly the Cape Cod Branch Railroad, laid 1854, run f

less than 500 feet north of the property.

To the immediolte northeast and east

are sparsely developed residential areas and agricultural land once part of
the Nye family farm. To the south, across the brook, stands the ca. 1889
Grange Hall; other 18th and 19th century houses have been identified in the
area, and it is likely that a National Register-eligible district is present.

In its present configuration, the house is a five-bay, 2 1/2-story,

gable-roofed structure.

The house has an asymmetrical facade, with entry door

somewhat off center, bays unevenly spaced, and chimney set on the ridge line *

to the left of center.

All these features reflect the house's likely

evolution from small, 1 1/2-story hall-and-parlor-plan cottage with interior

chimney to its present appearance.

The house today consists of a main block, possibly begun as early as ca. 1680
and completed by ca. 1816, and a single-story northeastern ell with small

attached shed. The ell was added ca. 1925.

Late 19th century photos indicate -i”

[3(1 See continuation sheet
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that the house once had a series of ells extending laterally from its
northwestern side: first, a 1 1/2-story gable-roofed addition (possibly a
kitchen to serve the two branches of the Nye family known to have been living
here during part of the 19th century); then single-story sheds. The ells,
which more than doubled the house's width, joined it to a barn, also visible
in photos. A white picket fence fronted the ells. These additions--all
probably of late 18th-early 19th century construction—were taken down early
in the 20th century, as was the fence. The present northwestern end of the
main block, with two symmetrical banks of windows (three openings containing
12/12 sash, one with 12/8) today reveals no sign of the earlier extensions.
Barn foundations do survive, however. »

The house rises 2 1/2 stories above a fieldstone foundation to a gable roof.
Only its southeastern end, possibly a portion of the original house, sits on a
cellar. The foundation has been patched in places with brick and mortar. The
house is cedar shingle-sheathed, with a shingled roof. Plain cornerboards and
a simple, narrow cornice enclose the main block. The entryway, with pilasters
and entablature as described below, is the main facade's single ornamental
element and no doubt is the product of the Federal-period alterations and
expansion of the property. Window openings are simply enframed, with slightly
projecting sills. Fenestration, consisting primarily of 12/8 sash, appears to
be original.

The building faces southwest, toward the former mill pond across Old County
Road. Its main elevation is five bays wide, with a central entrance. The
entrance, set beneath a plain entablature with projecting lintel and framed by
applied pilasters, contains a six-panel wooden door, its upper two panels
filled with bull's-eye lights. A worn millstone, probably from the gristmill
that was once part of the property, forms the front doorstep. At the second
story, five windows, placed directly above the first story openings, are
framed into the cornice. Windows have plain surrounds and contain 12/8
double-hung sash.

The main block is two bays deep. On the eastern, side elevation, all
fenestration is 6/6. The western, side elevation contains two 12/12 sash on
the main block's first story, one 12/12 and one 12/8 sash on the second story,
and a 6/6 sash window in the attic gable.

The northeastern, rear elevation, from which projects the rear ell, contains
four window openings on the first story, all with 12/12 sash, with, on the
second story directly above, two 12/12 and two smaller 9/6 sash.

The gable-roofed ell rests on a concrete foundation. Window openings on three
sides contain a mix of 6/6 and 3/3 windows, arrayed singly and in pairs. A
door on the southwestern side, where the ell extends beyond the body of the
main block, provides exterior access from the kitchen via a short flight of
wooden steps.

(continued)
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In interior plan and ornamentation, the house retains evidence of itsearly
origins. Braced corner posts are visible in several roons. The first floor
consists of a hall-and-parlor arrayed on either side of a small entrywth
dogleg staircase; hehind these large front roons isatier of three smaller
roons. Beneath the front staircase, a small closet reveals the chinmey' s
brick construction. Fireplaces |n.both first-floor front roons have been
modi fied, but smeomln nal panelling renains. \Wde-board pine floors survive
%lhroughout the house, though i n sone roons they have been covered by |ater
ooring.

The rear roons include the dprobable remmants of a lean-to kitchen, withlarge
ereﬁl ace and bake oven, and two small chanbers on either side of the
kitchen. (Qe ispresently a bathroom) A rear set of stairs |eads fromthe
fkp{nﬁr kldtdqr}e.n to the second story. Beyond the nain block is the 1920s

i tchen addi tion.

The second-floor plan includes a |arge bedchaner with open fireplace on the
southvestern end (above the hall on the first floor) and a snaller chanber on
the northwest corner. Another room snaller still, lies at the northeast
corner, while behind the |argest roomis a fourth roomcentered on the rear of
the house (the forner |eanto) fromwhich a straight, narrow staircase |eads to
the attic. Mdern plunbing been installed intw snall bathroons on the
first and second floors.

At present, the house belongs to the Ne Famly of Awrica Association Inc.,
whi ch since 1959 has been restoring and maintaining it, opening it seasonally
as a house nuseum The house has n furnished ina nanner believed
appropriate to a farm residence of the colonial and early national periods.
In several roons, stencil decorations and early wall coverings were installed
(one is a reproduction froma sanpl e paper found inthe house). Inthe large
bedchanioer, paint vas renoved in one area to reveal the original pignent
colors Ffust bl ack, later covered with olive green). V@l coverings inthe
second floor's smaller bedchaner were al so renoved to reveal early framng
nethods and plaster walls.

(cont i nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Description

Wi | e no[)rem storic sites are currentlyrecorded onthe property, it is
possible that sites are present. Two sites are recorded Inthe general area
(wthin onemle). 'IhePhyS| cal characteristics of the |oroperty, wel | drained
soils inaprotected valley bordered by a streamwhich flows from a nearby
spring fed pond to Scortons Geek and (d Bay indicate favorabl e
locational criteria for native settlenent and subsistence activities. Qven
the above information, the size of the parcel (6,180 square feet) and, t he
relatively undisturbed nature of the land a noderate to high potential exists
that sites are present.

There is also a high potential for significant historical archaeological
remains within the property. Archaeological survey and testing can determne
whether or not survivals of the 17th century Ne Gist mll exist onthe
property as well as the locations of privies andwells. Simlar research can
also determne the form and function of structures associated wth foundations
reported onthe north end of the house. Theseremains are re ortedl_){ _
associated with connected barns, anell to the nain house out buildings or
sheds. Trash pits are also likely onthe property.

(end)



Benj anin Nye Honestead, Sandwi ch, Mssachusetts
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

n nationally | | statewide [x~I locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [*A [Xlc I ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [IHA N C £ "~"F 111G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ca. 1680-1941 ca. 1750
Ergostatyon/ Sett | enent 1816
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder - & KI C :Ove
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Benj am n Nye Honest ead, Sandw ch, housed asingle famly for sever
gener ations and was the site of | ocal I]y i mportant mTlling enterprises f
md 17th t hr ough the md 19th century. he house is bel i eved to have been
built in several phases between ca. 1680 and the early 19th century and
denonstrates asingle property's evolution over aperiod of sone 240
While them|ls thensel ves are no | onger extant, the Benjam n Nye Homes!
retains integrity of | ocation, desi ?n, mat eri al s, wor kmanshi p, feel
associ ation w t? asignificant fam |{iaand wth early Sandw ch's once

agricultural life, andthus fulfils National Register Criteria Aand
| ocal |evel. , N<e - V.« rI U

Sandw ch vas first settled by Eiropeans in 1637 and incorporated in 1639.
Fomthe first, settlenent followed al ong the naor native trail spanning the
Gype, nost of which is present-day Foute 6A but a section of which took a
southern turn, aong Qd Qunty , thelocation of the Ne house. MNich of
Sandw ch's early devel opnent occurred west of the nomnated property. The
first neetinghouse was constructed in 1638 in theVillage of Sandwch, al nost
two mles west of the Ne propertY. Ahalf mle east of Sanawch Village vas
a group of houses called Spring HTl, which would al so becone the |ocation of
the Quaker neeti nghouse. her areas settled during the mdd e decades of the
I7th century included areas al ong present-day Foute 6Ain East Sandwch and

Scorton' s k. 1684, the east-west Qd route through Sandw ch
vas knom as the E/ng's H ghway. e = "

Betveen 1637 and 1675, agricultural devel opnent grewsteadily, wth corn as,,, |,
the prinary crop, followed by other grains such as oats, r)ﬁej ~and wheat . "N
Li vest ock,” including sheep and cattle, were also raised. rlng the late 17th
century, road inprovenents and an expanded popul ation stimilated economc

gowth throughout Sandwch. Inns and conmercial eastablishments began to
operate, particularly in North Sandwch and the Village of Sandw ch, and gri st
and fulf|ng mlls appeared. e of the first mlls was that of Benjamn Ne.

Ne (1620-ca. 1704) was anag the original settlers of Sandw ch.

[X]see continuation sheet



Benj am n Nye Honestead, Sandw ch, Massachusetts
9. Major Bibliographical References

iiiia.', cwi{y>>". 'Bf.il/i/lifH e

Pn See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [x| State historic preservation office
I | previously listed inthe National Register | 1 Other State agency
| I previously determined eligible bythe National Register | | Federal agency 's>f i
undesignated a National Historic Landmark I I Local government
| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I I University e
Survey # « Other n s -
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: "
Record # Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Less than one acre
UTM References
AuL~y 138@9 10 14612042 Q B (T T T L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Cl_U M il 1. L. DUJ | le I

| 1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See parcel #H 8 of the attached assessors nap

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The bounds of this property are those presently owed by the Nye Famly of Anerica
Associ ation, Inc., the descendants of Benjam n Nye

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By Andrea Leonard. Nye Family of America Association and Betsy Friedberg,
nameltite National Register Director, MHC

organization M assachtisetts Historical Commission _date November 1991
Srest & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston gate M assachusetts “ipcode Q"N
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Ne s first gristmll isbelieved to have been about a mle west of the
nomnated property, by a streaminthe Spring Hll area. Wile nost of Spring
HiIl ves settled akers, N/ s religious affiliationremains unknoan. Ne

ny have been at this location as early as 1640, the )éear of hisnarriage to
Katherine Tupper. Tw houses {(I\HC #4 and MC #55), both with Ne famly
associ at i ons, incorporate fragnents of the original Benjamn Ne
Ir(e5| dence, though no additional informationon either the house or the mll is
NOWN.

1685, Ne had relocated, |eaving the house and mlil to his el dest son,
ohn. Hs second gristml| ves sited along a brook that originated ina
smal |, spring-fedpond south of the house and |ed eventuallyto Scorton's
Qreek, and fromthere to Q’:TEQH Bay. Shortly after building his rew mll
e ishelieved to have built a snall house that today may forma portion of
the nomnated property. (A house on this site—possibly the core of the
nomnated property—+s nentioned i n Sandw ch town records as early as 1681.)

The Ne famly gristm|l would operate on the site for about 185 years, from
ca. 1685 to 1867, by descendants of Benjamn Ne. A sone point inthe 18th
century, afullln%mll ves added to the property. The latter mll vas known
to be operating through the 1830s.

B/ the mddle of the 18th century, the house i s believed to have been a
full-width, five-bay cape with shed leanto. The Ne famly gristmll, now
operated by Benjamn's second son, Jonathan (1649-1747), and hi s grandson
Joseph Ne~ (1695-ca. 1749), was one of three identified mlls in Sandw ch.
Wile Ne faml?/ nentoers operated their mlls, th_e?/ continued farmng on the
property as well. Wiile the specifics of Ne famly agriculture are unknown,
cattle and sheep raising continued extensively throughout the town during the
colonial period (and were |ikely raised by the Nes as well); salt hay, wheat,
rye, oats, and corn were plentiful crops.

During the Federal period, during which time Benjamn N€'s great grandson

Syl vanus (1744_—18208 ves operating the m |, maritine-relatedindustry grew
increasingly significant in Sandwch, but agriculture remaned an inportant
part of the local econony. According to an 1802 town history:

The town inits general character i s nore agricultural . . . than
otherwi se, and nore so than any other inthe county. . . . [The

I nhabi t ant s(lﬂgen.erally occupy small farns, and till themto the best
advant age, with far less |abor than a stubborn soil woul d

require. All sorts of grain are raisedwth facility, and on spots
of ground apparently the nost unpromsing to the eye of the
husbandnan. The great extent and excellence of the nex .
narshes inthis place isa great source of wealth and inprovi n%]
husbandry. B/ neans of them they are enabled to keep | arge stocks

(conti nued)
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of cattle inthewnter, and food for their subsistence through the
renai nder of the year, If necessary. It is conputed that about 100
| oads of salt hay are annually sold to supply the wants of
nei ghboring tows to the westward of Sandwch. The townshipis
excellent for the raising of sheep of the best kind, which run at
large inthe forests and plains. . o
o (Veéndel | Davis, "Description of
Sandw ch i nthe Gunty of Barnstable, 1802, " Mssachusetts Historical Society
Col lections Ser. 1, Vol. 8 (1802), pp. 121-122, quoted in MC
Reconnai ssance Survey Report for Sandw ch, My 1984)

SYylvanus and his son Sanuel (1789- 1867) kept account books detailing farmand
mll transactions, repairs to the house axd mlls, and other daily occurrences
between 1798 and 1853, suggesting an agricul tural operatlon typical of the
eriod and |ocation. other events, in 1816, the house wes raised toa
ull two stories and the chinrmey was rebuilt to the present ridgeline; by
this time, also, a gable-roofed |ateral ell had been added, joining the house
to an adjacent barn. In 1841, the 18th century fullln% mll ves noved from
the m!l pond and appended to the northeast corner of the house to serve as a
kitchen. A sone point inthe 19th century, at |east two generations of the
Ne famly occupied the house simultaneously.

Afiter Sanuel's death, in 1867, the gristmll vas taken down, ending nore than
185 years of mlling on the property; no visible remains survive. The Ne
farmrenained inthe famly Tor seven generations, occupied by descendants of
Benjamin Ne until 1910. A approxinately the turn of the century, the barn
and” connecting ell are believed to have been taken down. It islikely that
agricul tural .[pract|ces of any substance al so ceased on the pro‘oerty at this
trne, as famly nenters pursued other activities, including enploynent at the
Sandw ch d ass ad the Keith Gr Wrks (nmanufacturers of railroad cars
in nearby Saganore).

In 1910, Helen F Hoi way (1841-1936), the last direct descendant of Benjamn
e, sold the honestead and thirty-Seven acres of land to a distant cousin,
Ne, a wealthy Mdwestern industrialist. (The renainder of Benjamin Ne' s
acres had |ong since been divided anang fam|¥] nenfbers.) Thirteenyears
later, in 1923, Ry Ne deeded the property and the thwtﬂye-seven acres tothe
Gmonveal th of Massachusetts for "wildlife purposes.” Qnmonveal th' s
Division of Fish and Gre (now the Missachusetts Division of Fisheries ad
Wldlife) has naintained a portion of the property, including the original
mll pond, as a fish hatchery since that tinme. The unoccupied house
deteriorated during the Conmorweal th's ownership.  Duri n%the 1920s, the state
denol i shed the former fulling mll that had served as a Kitchenell on the
bui I ding's northeast corner since 1841. The present kitchenell, and heating
and plunbing, were added shortly thereafter.

(conti nued)
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In 1959, following lengthy negotiation, the state legislature voted to deed
the house and a small parcel of surrounding land (6,180 square feet) to the
nonprofit Nye Family of America Association. (The remaining thirty-six acres
continues to be held today by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.) The
association numbers more than 2,500 members in the United States and abroad,
and Benjamin Nye's descendants gather biannually at the property for family
reunions. Since 1962, when the association gained title to the property, the
homestead has been repaired, restored, and furnished; in 1973, the property
was opened as a house museum, which continues seasonal operation. At present,
the property includes the house with ell and the small surrounding plot of
land, the property is bounded by the brook that was the powersource for
Benjamin Nye's mill. The house is regularly maintained, most recently (1990)
with a reshingling of the cedar-clad roof.

The Benjamin Nye Homestead's present appearance reflects centuries of growth
and change: from a 1 1/2-story half cape possibly built as early as ca. 1680;
to a saltbox by ca. 1750; to a full width, 2 1/2-story house by 1816;
followed, in the 20th century, with the removal of now-unnecessary
agricultural outbuildings, sheds, and outdated kitchens; and with the addition
of a more modern kitchen wing by 1925. Such change is not atypical of early
houses on the Cape, and unaltered half capes are rare. Additional physical
evidence and interior analysis would be necessary to justify the building's
evolution and earliest origins more concretely. However, while its date of
original construction may remain to be proven, the Benjamin Nye House is
undoubtedly an early example of Cape Cod domestic architecture, associated for
centuries with one of Sandwich's earliest families, and is a well-preserved
example of the adaptation of a single structure to one family's changing
needs.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Significance

Snce patterns of prehistoric occupation in Sandw ch are poorly under st ood,

any surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric sites inthis area

offer thepotential tofurther docunent prehistoric settlement and subsistence
in theinner (pe area, one of theleast known archaeol ogically |ocales on the
ape. Snce the Ne property is close toestuarine and narsh areas, shell
mdden sites nay be present enabling seasonal studies of site/resource use as
aresult of theunique preservation qualities of mddens. Sites inthis area
m?/ also offer thepotential for astudy of theeffects of sealevel useof an
infand riverine/streamside |ocation.

H storic archaeol O%I cal renains described above have the potential to further
docunent the honestead of one of Sandwch's first settlers, Benjamn Nye.
Qecupational related features (trash pits, privies, vvellsg_ can provi de
detalled information which canfurther hefp docunent the history of the Ne
famly who occupi ed the house throughout nost of itshistory. Definitionof
structural renains on the property can help reconstruct all conponents of the
working farm incl udi n? barns, outbuildings, anell tothehouse and a possibl e
17th century grist mll that nolonger survive intact today. Each of the
above resources will further contribute towards a conprehensive reconstruction
of aworking farmdating tothe 17th century and arare exanple of Gpe Qd's
17th/18th century agricultural character.

(end)
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

November 13, 1991

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollow ng nomnation:

Benjamin Ne Honestead, 85 O d Gunty Road, Sandw ch (Barnstable QGounty),
Massachusetts, 02537.

There have been no owner objection for the property |isted above.

The nomnation hasbeen voted eligibleby the Sate Review Board and has been
signed by nyself, as the Sate Hstoric Preservation Oficer. Qwers were
notified of pendl ng Sate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before t he
neet | ngdatnd \é\E{e afforded the opportunity tocoment. N conments have been
received todate

Sincerely,

W)lith B MDonough

ecutive D|rector o
Massachusetts Historical Gonmssion
State Hstoric Preservation Oficer

encl osure

cc: Andrea Leonard I\%] Famly of Amwerica Association
Carol yn O ovel |, airperson Sandw ch Historical Crmassion
Robert T. Boon, Chairnan, Sandw ch Board of Sel ect nen

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts02n6  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



