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The attached property, the Rider, John, House, in Fairfield
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National Register on 11/23/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6, 1979,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {(IF KNOWN) ?HYS‘GCAL APPEARANCE

The Jehn Rider House is located en a ‘busy street in a cemmercial sectien of
Danbury. It shares its large lot with a lew, modern museum and a 19th=-century . |
frame shop, but these exhilbit buildings are situated in the rear and de net wignuilj
detract from the property, which is attractively planted with shrubs and shade tteej.
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The house was built in 1785 and is 2% steries high, frame, with twe brick (stene
below) chimneys projecting frem the gable reof. The ridgeline is pgrallgl with the
street, and the main facade features the usual 9-windew fenestration, .There. is a
lean—to across part of the rear, added sometime befere the 1840%'s. . The reef, 163
framed with common rafters supported by twe heavy purlinsg with bracing betweeri“the
chimneys. Altheugh it has been reshingled, the clapbeards which cover'the exterier
are mostly early ones .and were only recently uncovered; even the red paint is clese |
te the eriginal, based en the ceéler found in the wall between the heuse ‘and the b
addition. The exterier lacks any ernamentation. The doors and the wimdows, which
now have 6/6 sash, have plain beard frames, and the projecting cernice, partly
restored, is unembellished. The semewhat concave pent reef. sheltering the entrance’
is a reconstructien. Above the deorway is a five-paned tr;naoa,gﬁzhaxlarge deor '
with six flush panels 1s fitted, as are other exterior deers,’ with a hgnd—forged
latch handle, a spearhead design with a greatly elongated peint. On the inside, the
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door is reinferced with vertical battens and is.hung en large strap hiages.

The interier roem arrangement features two frent reoms epening from a ceatral
hall which runs half the depth ef:the building., Between the -hall and' the kitchen

behind 1t is an unusual transomed deerway. Te the notrth @f the kitchen is @ smaller [

back room. Leading te the four chambers above are two sets eof stairs, ‘ene in the

hall with panelled sides and scroll-work and the ether clesed im between the twe back

rooms. Except for a replaced chair rail in the nerth rear reom and the wainsceting

between the kitchen and back stairs, the interior-~ woodwnrk is original/ In each’ . !

of the first~fleor reoms except the kitchen, the brick'fireplace is’ surreiinded.by | !

two or three heavy bolection moldings and above is a mantel-shelf supperted by beld
cyma moldings. - Agalnst the plaster walls is set a meldéd chair“tuilthnaozg‘are:Qf
the flush-panel type, set on H~L hinges, and epenings have plain frimes with rdised
melding along the edges. In each ef these reems, remnants ef & band eof flarai-mstif
stencilling have been found, in different celers, and this- haﬁ been ‘renewed in’the
north front reom. In the fireplace wall of the ether front' étem areltwe narrow
clesets with flush-panel deers. The fireplaces upsttirs*tre.?ery smali“snd ‘shallow
with simple shelves, except for the seuth frent ch;mber,‘uhich has almoided mantel
like these on the first floer, as well as similar built-in cupboardsaifhe kitchen .
fireplace is very large, with an even and mantel shelf résting on heavy moldings.

A panelled effect 1s created en this wall by the door covering the even, .a small
cupboard above the opening, and adjacent doers leading te the front reom and te the
hall. In the cellar are twe fireplacesj the cne belew the kitchen, ne'jlenger -
accessible, 1s believed to have been used as a smaker. + The interier.of the lean~to
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has no early material except the oak fleor. ~ T .. f ot e
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The Rider House is part of a larger museum complex and is furnished much ‘1like &
residence. This adaptive use has allowed the faithful preservatien of eriginal

——

material as well as providing fer continued resteration of ‘fragmehtarfy remains, such

«s the stencilling., The result has been the retention ef much of the buxldlng s
historic integrity, both within and without.
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The John Rider Heuse is a geed representative heuse frem the late 18th century..
The dwelling's typlical form, as well as appropriate resterstienscend plantings, .-
provides diversity and a source ef histerical centinuity te the area's ‘cityscape.
The house's censiderable amount ef interesting detail, especially ig%the interioer,
makes the building a valuable artifact. Its local significance as a reseurce is
increased by the fact that the British burning ef Danbury left the city with fewer
old buildings than mest Connecticut towns, Additienally, the heuse is a highly -
visible and accessible histeric place,- Lecated cleseé te the': dountown,ﬁfhe‘museum
has developed special pregrams fer area cellege students, scheelchildren and even
pre-schoolers, se that its c»llections as well as the building itself are awﬂilablu .

to many peeple. - g e s w{w

Much of the house'’s original material 1: in a ueli-presewed states- ‘l‘he hand-
foerged hardware is especially ‘interesting, with latches: mﬁmh“ﬂﬂ*fcundvﬁnvbetm
interler and exterior doors, The stencilling, which may'thave bednTdei& later,ils:
another neotable feature which fertunately was found in a resterable conditien.~ The
shallow brick fireplaces, the plaster walls-and ceiling which cenceal the structural
menbersy; and the limitatien ef weedwork to the fireplace, doerframe and . chair=rail-
moldings distinguish this house frem earlier interiofs. 'At the same time, the reom J
arrangement seems somewhat of a cempromise, since it is based en-the central;hall-

plan yet retains the long kitchen acress the back. If the housa,seems rather plain
and ordinary, 1t was nevertheless an appropriate dwelling for"a ‘tﬂmsman of :middling.
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The house was built in 1785 fer Jehn Rider (1760—1833) md his 4wife,,l'laz'!f is
Rider (d. 1845). Rider was a cabinet-maker and a captein in tﬁe ltcalamilitia’.iﬂﬁs '
advertisements appeared in 18th-~century newspapers and someé specﬁinmu of his’«%rk
are still owned by Danbury families. JAL*QH £V

T n:,?)x f i ‘3 "’n}fn b‘ét‘ﬂ‘ 163 .,f.‘u 9!"33 A !
by d :u* e rv \m: ; e ( LY '-" ',
R v T 18 b"’,‘fn"i\‘j Mo Geving o

Tl Y TR AN RERRTI SR OH ITATY
D ——e sagecn

A " .
E .".‘?" <
. R




EIMAJOR BthlOGRAI:HICAL REFERENCES RSPy
" Scott-Fanton Museum Newsletter, n.d. [Ray 19767,

SIS T Rk
[ 2 ! ow
4 Y A . i
. . “
EGEOGRAPHICAL DATA, 3
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY : ' , A ' "r;:‘ o

UTM REFERENCES

Al1,8] |612,9]8,8,0] e

ZONE EASTING 'NORTHING . . . ZONE £A$rme“‘"' . naammﬁ“’ F”»f.n"i‘i!'g;‘
Ctljlll‘iL_l«l,llll‘s,q‘i Dglﬁltiiitﬁi iggi;_jmg;:"”‘;

b i e gaTEEEN

+
.

I B;’#J’ I
THE EVALUATED SIGN!FICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE lS s ten e e )_‘fjﬁ_,.

NATIONAL ___ STATE i S LGCALQK_ ,,muu S ;x J
- : . - dy R2ks

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIFTION S | T T et
' e _ MLow o kit % w1 *’ﬁ"*!;‘,-
) gl A "-.1‘5{‘;* % ‘w’fﬂ' Loy mediloo
‘ v . SRS TR S R R
’.. T . : ' T ST R Y E ALY IS VPR ..,‘,HL*.'E{%’( i’
T . T v fgnere ~i etk LEf L el
' o . - . ,;'."J ;’i' r '} G"ﬂ'&,\m sh; v‘.v i
’ (" ' ' ,%,‘ i L0 . :v'f:
LISTALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERT!ESOVEHLAPPiNGSTATEOR COUNW BOUNDARIES R N
o . ce v o i
STATE ' cooe CouNTY LG+ ., %opE g
STATE CODE COUNTY .
. . " DL e
[EIFORM PREPAREDBY - . ‘) o
" NAME/TITLE » e o
Bruce Clouette, Consultant R
ORGANIZATION . e DATE
Connecticut Histerical Commission R T kug‘aﬁt "3, 19?6r
STREET & NUMBER _ ' . .7’?ELEPHONE - ot et T
59 South Prospect Street , ST (203)“566-3005 ""f””"-"*
CITY OR TOWN ) o BTATE e T4 g - Me
Hartford «od b ‘7 — A5
[AASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION v

As the designated State H!stOrIC Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1‘966 (Publlc Law 89- 665) i
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