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Photographs: 

77:06 Front and r i g h t facades 

77:00 Summer beam into front story post 

77:01 o r i g i n a l l e f t end g i r t i n t o o r i g i n a l 
molded comer post (addition to r i g h t 
i n photograph) 

Town Beverlv 

Address 50 Essex S treet 

H i s t o r i c Kame Beverly Grammar School 

Use: Present residential 

77:03 s p l i t lathe used fo r c e i l i n g with incised 
etchings cf ships; said to be o r i g i n a l desk 
tops 

;etch Hap: 

S-l 

COMMON 7 \(A) (raQUiwS)'*/Att> 
0 

Z E K  

RErZREUCZ 19 / 345-970 / 4712-530 

S CUADRAf.'GLE Salem 

1:25,000 

Original pxbiic school 

DESCRIPTION 

Date r. n ^ f , 

Source v i sua l analvsis and town documentatiic 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outiuildines none 

Major Alterations (with dates) additional ha 

earlv "acond P ariod 

Condition good 

Moved yes Date early 20th cen. 

Acreace less than one acre 

Setting r e s i d e n t i a l suburban on main 

route lined with c i t y lots and 19th and 20th 

c. properties 

Recorded by Jaines Kyprianos 

Organization Boston University 

D3te June 1986 
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' Grammar School 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

50 Essex Street r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of design, m a t e r i a l s and workmanship. 
I t incorporates i n t o a l a r g e r b u i l d i n g the core of a unique b u i l d i n g 
type, w i t h unusual two-bay p l a n , (without chimney bay,) and s i n g l e - s t o r y 
height, which together w i t h i t s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c l a t e F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g 
methods and decoration, make i t e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. 

The documentary h i s t o r y of an e a r l i e r meeting house t h a t t h i s b u i l d i n g 
was once thought t o be can be traced t o 1672. The 1716 documentation f o r 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a grammar school on the o r i g i n a l s i t e of t h i s b u i l d i n g 
matches the p h y s i c a l evidence of the s u r v i v i n g s t r u c t u r e . Although moved 
to i t s present s i t e , i t r e t a i n s i t s ca. 1716 framing, as evidenced by the 
quirked beading and f l a t chamfers on i t s beams, as w e l l as the molded 
post head. The b u i l d i n g i s of unique i n f o r m a t i o n a l q u a l i t y , and i s 
e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n D, as w e l l . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

50 Essex Street i s a small 1 1/2-story cottage, the i n t e r i o r framing of 
which discloses two bays thought to represent the moved frame of a F i r s t 
Period Beverly schoolhouse. The b u i l d i n g today i s a four-bay s t r u c t u r e 
w i t h a doorway fl a n k e d by two windows to the l e f t and one to the r i g h t . 
The gable end has a s i n g l e window at the main f l o o r and a t t i c l e v e l s . 
There i s a l a t e 19th-century stove chimney i n the middle of the l a t e ^ 
p i t c h e d r o o f . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

" L ^ ^ ^ l h r S u m ^ L ^ ^ i e l f q ^ L i Z ^ e f S S ' ? ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ ^ - ^ ° - -
narrow f l a t chamfers w i t h tapered stons ? h l '̂""'̂  ^^^^ ^̂ '"P̂ ^ 
decorated. J o i s t spacing i J ' ^ L " on cS^e^^s and'^he T"'^ s i m i l a r l y 
employ the older tusk tenon. The SrigJnai i e ? t fr^n^^°'^^ apparently 
door, has a molded nost head T L f i t r o n t corner post, by the 
o r i g i n a l g i r t separa??ng i ? f ̂om t h r i • ' ^ ' ^ ^ a d d i t i o n , and the 
i n s i d e , since the o ^ J e J ^ i L f S a T l f facJd ^ ^ ^ ' ^ f - - - only on the 
l a t h s of the l a t P - ^"7; °-^^^^ally faced the e x t e r i o r w a l l . The s o U t 
g r a f f i t i , aJd a r r ^ a f t ^ h a S f b H n ^^^^^^^.^ave c h i l d r e n s - drawings as 
e a r l y school. ^ ^^^"^ o r i g i n a l p u p i l s ' desks ^ t h e 

REFERENCES 

'°"^^Je?-??i;L^"?/i^^-Lf ŝ --;; B̂ L̂̂ \̂ ^ 
" " " S s l ^ " T j ; . T . ' l / . r ' ^"-^"^ • " S Z - i l . ^ , s a l e . . 
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