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Zj/27/84 DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hollywood Station is a reinforced concrete building with a flat asphalt composition 
roof. Ornament is restrained and is limited to fluting and floral patterns cast into the 
concrete. The combination of simplified forms with limited classical ornament identifies 
the building as an example of the Starved Classical style.

LOCAL CONTEXT

Hollywwod is within the corporate boundaries of the City of Los Angeles, roughly six 
miles northwest of Downtown Los Angeles. The Hollywood Post Office is located a half 
block south of Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood's main commercial street. Surrounding 
uses are primarily one-and-two story mixed commercial and residential structures.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The front elevation is symmetrical, and consists of a central one-and-a-half story por­ 
tion that projects forward from two single-story wings. The central portion consists 
of five large window openings separated by fluted piers. Round floral medallions are 
placed above each pier, and an elaborate high relief floral frieze encircles the central 
portion. The cornice is set back two steps, and ornamented by a series of thin.,, 
low relief shapes resembling a long row of blance-manges. The projecting wings are 
pierced with three window openings, surrounded by fluting resembling that on the 
central piers. The same floral frieze runs along the cornice of the side wings as in 
the central portion. The south elevation contains an entrance into the public lobby, 
and is decorated with fluting and friezes similar to the front elevation.

The building is reinforced concrete, with concrete "cast stone" ornament. The orginial 
bronze and glass doors and bronze light fixtures remain in place on the front 
entrance. The exterior walls are painted a light beige, and the cast ornament a dark 
chocolate brown.

The public lobby occupies the eastern portion; of the building, with the service coun­ 
ters located on the west wall. The floor is paved with red, green, and yellow terrazzo, 
and has a fossiliferous limestone wainscoting and fluted marble pilasters. The work­ 
room has a hardwood floor and plaster walls. The originial wrought iron registers were 
retained when HVAC improvements were made, though the originial lighting has been 
replaced with bare fluorescent bulbs. A relieft sculpture, carved in Phillippine Mahogany, 
is Icoated on the north end of the lobby.

ALTERATIONS

An access ramp for the handicapped was added in the 1960s, and additional workroom 
spaces was added.
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Item 7 

SCULPTURE

The lobby contains a mahogany relief panel, depicting a person holding the reigns of two 
horses. Local post office employees and patrons identify the iconographic content as a 
Pony Express rider. This explanation is doubtful, since the panel depicts a bucking 
horse with a heavy saddle and no mail bags, but no further information could be un­ 
covered at the post office which would provide a more accurate identification.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Though the Hollywood Station is not yet 50 years old it possesses exceptional significance 
based on its importance to the Hollywood area, and as a rare, intact example of the 
Starved Classical. The additions to the workroom are the only significant exterior mod­ 
ifications, and are not visible from the street. The interior is likewise in an excellent 
state of preservation and is a good example of a Starved Classical interior.

ARCHITECTURE

The combination of the building's significance as an example of Starved Classicism in 
small, single purpose post offices and of the Treasury Relief Art Project sculpture 
in the lobby forms an exceptionally significant and distinguishable entity; an archetypal 
mid-1930s post office.

.Though the Hollywood Station is not quite 50 years old, it possesses exceptional archi­ 
tectural siignifieance; for Hollywood, and California as a whole. The building is an al­ 
most archtypal example of Starved Classicism, and retains substantial intergrity of de­ 
sign, location, setting, feeling and association. The minor additions to the front ele­ 
vation and the workroom addition have not impaired the structure's aesthetic integrity. 
The use of a central, raised entrance surrounded by two lowered wings was character­ 
istic of post office construction throughout the first four decades of this century, and 
is found in strongly Beaux-Arts classical buildings as well as later Italianate and 
Starved Classical buildings. The Hollywood Station retains a greater debt to Beaux- 
Arts notions of classicism that most Starved Classical buildings, which had Art Deco- 
derived ornament. In the present building, the ornament consists of fluting on the 
pilasters and a belt course decorated with acanthus patterns. Though Hollywood re­ 
tains several Art Deco-inspired buildings, the post office is a unique classical building 
in modernist clothing, and thus possesses exceptional local architectural significance.

SCULPTURE

The Hollywood Station contains a low-relief wood panel by Gordon Newell and Sherry 
Peticolos. The relief depicts and androgenous figure holding two horses, perhaps al­ 
luding to the Pony Express though no mail bags are represented. The style of the 
scuplture is consistent with the representational "social realist" of most federally- 
sponsored work in the 1930's. The panel was commissioned under the Treasury Relief 
Art Program, which also awarded the same two artists contracts for scuplture in the 
Colton, Inglewood, and San Fernando Post Offices. The artists are not included in 
standard art bibliographies.
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