NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

. . 2280
United States Department of the Interior rr.

National Park Service

National Register of IHistoric Places 04n |

Registration Form
NAL| g "IPftRK SERVICE.

This fomi is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. islructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Fomn (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name nf Prnpprty
historic name_ Sutton Center Historic District
other names/site number.

2.t oration

street & number roughly Boston Rd., Singletary Ave , and Uxbridge Rd. not for publication
city or town SjuoD _ vicinity
state Massachusetts ,code_MA county Worcester .code 027 zip code 01590

3. State/Feriera! Agenny Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Kf nhomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
I"meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide S locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natfonal Park Serving Certifiration
I, her”y certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5, Classifiration
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

JL private _ building(s)

JE. public-local Jtdistrict
public-State _site
public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Ola

6. FunKfinn or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwellings
Commerce/Trade/general store

Social/meeting hall

Government/town hall, correctional facility, pound
Education/school

Religion/religious facility/church
Funerary/cemetery/burial ground

(continued)

7- Desnriptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Early Republic/Federal
Mid 19™ Century/Greek Revival

| ate 19" and "O*' Century Revivals/Colonial Revival

Narrative Description

Worcester

, MA

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
106 39
a
J121 AO-

.building
sites

. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current F

unctions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwellings

Commerce/Trade/ stores, gas station,

Government/town hall/correctional facility/police station

fire station

Education/library

Religion/religious facility/church

Funerary/cemetery/burial ground

Recreation and culture/museum

(continued

Materials

)

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls

roof

other.

Stone/granite
Wood/weatherboard
Synthetics/vinyl

Asphalt

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Brick
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6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (continued)

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/storage/corn crib
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/agricultural fields/pastures/orchards/cornfields
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/animalfacilitv/barns
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/aaricultural outbuildinas/barns/toolsheds
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION/manufacturing facility/blacksmith shop
DEFENSE/militarv facilitv/militia training field

LANDSCAPE/plaza/public common

TRANSPORTATION/road-related/hiahwav

Current Functions (continued)

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/storage/corn crib
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/agricultural fields/pastures/orchards/cornfields
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/animalfacilitv/bams
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/agricultural outbuildings/barns/toolsheds

LANDSCAPE/plaza/public common

(end)
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LOCATION, CHARACTER, AND SETTING OFTHE HISTORIC DISTRICT

The Sutton Center Historic District congsts of gpproximately 435 acresin the center village of the town of Sutton.
Situated twelve miles south of the city of Worcester, Massachusetts, Sutton is located in the Blackstone River Valleyin
the southeedt section of Worcester County.  The town's population is approximately 7,000.

With its heart & the intersection of Boston and Uxbridge Roadsand Singletary Avenue, the historic district extends
outward in approximately the four directions of the compass The areais more densdly sattled immediately around the
intersection and grows lessdense a the outer edges.

The spatial arrangement of the town center is still that of a 19* century rural New England village. Most of the houses in
the historic areahave ample yards around them. Many have vegetable gardens, smdl orchards, open fields, or wooded
aessa their backs. Some very smdl-scde farmingisstill carried on within the district. Bams and other outbuildings
clugter around the few farmhouses. Severd pieces of open land still srve as anima pagture and fields are still mowed for
hay or planted with com.

Large trees, many of which are old maples, make an important contribution to the character of the streetsin Sutton Center.
Thisis especidly true dong Boston Road, much of whose length is lined on both ddeswith tall trees. Many of thetrees
dong the roadsin the historic district were planted infront of individual housesor farms. Others gppear to be volunteers.

Clugtered on the south sSde of the intersection are the town's magjor civic buildingsand goeces ~ the 1829 Congregational
Meeting House, the original 1719 Town Common, a 1982 Town Hall/Municipa Building, and the 1719 Center Burying
Ground. Judt north of them isavery smal commercid center. On the northeast comer of Boston Road and Singletary
Avenue isthe town center's mgjor commercia building, the 1839 Federd style "Brick Block." North of it, facing one
another on either 9de of Singletary Avenue, are the astylistic 19* century Dudley-Sherman Blacksmith Shop and asmdl
early20* -century gasoline dation-convenience dore. Although some scattered commercid and light manufacturing
activity hes occurred over time & various other dtes aong the main roads beyond the main intersection, no obvious
physica evidence of it survives today.

The remainder of the district is composed of single-family dwellingson individual house lots and farmhouses on small
farms. Houses bams, and major buildingsin the district mostly date from the 18 and 19* centuries. Mogt of them are
Federd or Gresk Reviva instyle. Almost al are built of wood and rangefrom 1 - 2 1/2-goriesin height. Of specid note
ae ved striking two-story examples of 18* century vemecular and Federd-style houses Severd of thesearefound
aong Boston Road, athough there are someon Singletary Avenue, as well. The 20*-century constmction that exists here
ismostly compatible with the earlier buildingsin style, proportion, and materids.

Numerous 19* century bamsand outbuildings are scattered throughout the historic district. The largest bamswere built
for agricultural purposes. Many of those associated with existing or former farmsstill survive in the district. Small bams
accompanying non-agricultural dwellings d<o survive herein large numbers

TAPORAPHY
Overdl, Sutton Center is gently rolling in itstopography. The common and civic areasit on avery dight rise above
Bogston Road. To the south, dong Uxbridge Road, thereis avery gentle upward climb. To the north of the Common, on

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Regger o Higoric Places
Continuation Shest
Sutton Center HD

. 7 2 Sutton (Worcester), MA
Saction number Pege

Boston Road and along Singletary Avenue, the land isslightly lower but isgeneraly level. As Singletary Avenue
continues north past Cole Avenue, it becomes more gently rolling but without dramatic changesin level. To the west of
the Common aong Boston Road, the land dopes down and levels of f west of the burying ground. To the eest of the
Common isagentle climb to the Brigham/Fairview Farm. From there, the land fallsoff in along descent that levels out
just a the eest boundary of the higtoric district.

ARCHITECTURE IN SUTTON CENTER

THE EARLIEST SURVIVING BUILDINGS; THE PRE-REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD

In the Sutton Center Historic District severd two-story, double-pile, Sde-gable houses are bdlieved to date from the pre-
Revolutionary period. Each hes adifferent arangement of windows and doors on the main faBade. However, all but the
Cole-Woodbury House have either a center-entry/center-chimney arrangement or an off-center entry with a corresponding
off-center chimney. The Cole-Woodbury House hes apair of interior end chimneys, aresult of dterations. The exteriors
of these housesare smple in gopearancewith practically no decorative features or specific stylistic characteristics. Some
have stylish door frames added |ater.

DWELLINGS

Two-Story Dwellings

The Dagget-Tenney House, 34 Singletary Avenue, likely early-mid 18* century, astylistic (Map # 79, MHC # 46, Photo #
8), and its setting are well pressrved and are suggedtive of great age It isatwo-story, double-pile five-bay,center-entry,
center-chimney housewith atwo-story Beverly jog on the west end. Eaves are dose on the gable-ends and dightly
projecting on the front. Windows have plain board frames and have 812 sseh. A second-gory window abovethemain
entrance is narrower than other windows and hes 6/9 saeh. The pilagter-architrave-comice doorframe may dateto the
Federd period.

The exigence of chamfered beamsin the southeadt front room suggestsa constmction datefor a leest a portion of the
housethat could be as early as the end of thefirst quarter of the 18* century. Other evidence characterigtic of the 18*
century are the large sze of the central chimney and the orientation of the house, facing south rather than toward the road.

The forward position of the chimney on the roof suggests that the reer of the house hes been enlarged.  This suggedtion is
supported by earlier roof smcture dements surviving in the attic. Thesedementsare said to indicate that the househad a
saitbox form before the present second story wes added to the reer. The houseis ds0 said onceto have had atwo-story
wing on the eest end with a doping back roof.

Hand-painted wall decorations, probably dating fromthe early 19* century, are found in both downgairs and upgtairs
rooms. The motifs ssen in an upgairs room are very similar to wall decoration found in other Sutton houses, especialy
that ssen a the Samud Waters Tavem in the Sutton village of West Sutton (sse West Sutton Historic District NR, 2001).

The Cole-Woodburv House. 5 Putnam Hill Road, ca 1727,1800, 1850s(Map #31, MHC # 34) is given an early date by
local tradition. Typical of very old houses, it hugsthe ground with none of its foundation showing above grade. Twelve
inch hewn beamsand pogts and thirty-inch wide, horizontal, interior matchboard wall sheathing suggest a possible early
18* century datefor a least aportion of the main body of the house. Further sudy is necessary to underdand the
squence of development of this house over time.

(continued)
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Thistwo-story, double-pile, sde-gambrel house hes along 1 1/2-gory, gable-roofed wing on itseest Sde. Two interior
chimneys are randomly placed a either end of the main body of the house. An exterior chimney near the south corner of
the eest end isa20* century addition. The main faBade isfour bayswidewith the main entrance in the third bay from the
wes (left) end. A Greek Revival syle pilaster-architrave-comice doorframe a the main entrance isthe major decorative
feature of the house. Itsfull-length sddlights, visible inearlier photographs, have been dosad up. Window frames are
plain and window sseh are 6/6 and 8/12. A 1 1/2-gory, single-pile, gable-roofed wing, added about 1820, extends a a
northwest angle from the eest end of the main body. Extending southward from the southeest comer of the wing isa one-
dory, gable-roofed former summer kitchen. Eyebrow windows light the half story of the wing. Wide dormers with
paired windows were probably added to the wing in the early 20* century.

The LeBaron-WatersWhedock House, likely early-mid 18* century, (Map # 23, MHC # 57, Photo # 6) isa five-bay,
center-entry, center-chimney, single-pile, sde-gable house with areer ell one room deep. An early date is suggested for
the house by unpainted beveled wide-board siding found under the present dgpboards and by similar interior sheathing
that exigs onthe end wallsof the attic. Low cellings, rough-hewn, chamfered posts and beams and beeded joistsdso
ugges apossble early-mid 18* century date. Further documentary and physical evidence is necessary to establish a
more precise datefor the house.

The Dr. David Hall. J. House. 327 Bogton Road, cal 755, timberframe vemacular (Map # 39, MHC #52) isa2 1/2-dory,
three-bay, center-entry, double-pile, center-chimney, sde-gable house with projecting eaves and gable retums. Windows
and door are trimmed on the exterior with plain board frames. Below the eaveson the main facadeis afrieze. Thehouse
hes atwo-story reer ell, with porches a both first and sscond sory levels on itswest Sde, and an atached late 19¢ century
bam.

Exterior features that are compatible with an early date for this house are the three-bay feBade, the massve chimney, ad
the dlightly off-center location of the door and chimney on the main facade. However, the high second story may be the
result of dterations to the roof Also, the projecting eaves gable retums, and the eave frieze may result from a mid-19*
century updating of the exterior with Gresk Reviva style feastures. The two-level porcheson the rear ell are d<0 of

late 19* or early 20* century date.

Other early houses surviving in the center that are believed to date from the early to mid-18* century are the Nathaniel
Carrid House. 346 Boston Road, call 752, (Map# 26 , MHC # 91) and the Whipple-Mills-Siblev House. 356 Boston
Road, ca 1765 (Map# 28, MHC # 36). These housesare two-gory,five-bay,center-entry, center-chimney, double-pile,
Sde-geble houses with broad eaves. The Whipple-Mills-Sibley House isthe grander of the two. It bears important
omamentd features, while the Carriel House isplainin trestment. The main body of the Whipple-Mills-Sibley House is
the earlier section. Exterior features that suggedt that it is of pre-Revolutionary date are the very large center chimney,
strongly projecting window frames topped with comice cgps, heavy comices a the eaves articulation of the comice
above eech sscond dory faBade window as awindow cep, and ahigh-pitched roof. The exterior d0 presarves skived
clapboards attached with roseheed nails. It is congructed with hewn timbers on the common rafter sysem and has a
diamond-shgped ridgepole. Thetwo-story, gable-roofed rear ell was added in about the mid-late 19* century period,
possibly around 1870. An Itdianate style Sde porch on the west, an entry vedtibule a the main entrance, and bay
windows were added a about that same time.

Further physical and documentary reseerch is necessary to verity the presumed original dates of construction of both the
Nathaniel Carriel and the Whipple-Mills-Sibley houses  Severd pre-Revolutionary houses surviving in Sutton, including

(continued)
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these two, currently have broad eaves Because broad easfes are more often associated with the mid-19* century, further
physica ressarch is necessary to understand whether they are origind or are the result of later changes

POST-REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD

DWELLINGS

One-Story, Side-Gable, Astylistic Dwellings

The earliest small housesknown to survive in the Sutton Center Areadate from around the end of the 18* century,
representing the period when the center wasjust becoming aclustered settlement. They are one-dtory, dSde-gable
dwellings, with the main entrance on the long facade. They have either a center chimney and center entrance or an of f-
center chimney and off-center entrance. Their exteriors are Smple in gopearancewith practically no decorative features
or specific styligtic characterigtics.

The following houses are examples of this type:

The Darius Russdll House. 324 Bogtion Road, 1794-1805 (Map # 20, MHC #53, Photo # 9) isathree-bay, center-entry,
center-chimney, double-pile housewith aone-gory reer ell and asmall, atached mid-late19* century bam. Eavesae
cose on the narrower geble endsand dightly projecting on the front and back. Windows are s&t close under the eaves,
while the windowsand door are trimmed with plank frames. The main entrance has mid-19* century full-length
sddights.

Unusud isthe window placement at the half-story leve of the gable ends Smal windows are centered on the ground
floor windows below while alarger window is positioned higher up and is centered on the gable pesk.. Thisfeature and
the forward position of the central chimney on the roof may be evidence of the enlargement of the house from single-pile
todouble-pile.

The Gibbs Sibley House. 322 Boston Road, 1800, 1950s(Map # 19, MHC #50) hes afour-bay main facade with an off-
center entranceflankedby two windows on the right and one onthe left. Eavesare dose onthe narrower gable endswith
no retums. The chimney is centered onthe roof Windows are st dose under the eaves Windows and door are trimmed
with plainframes. Itisundear how much of this double-pile houseisorigina dnce it was remodded in the 1950s At
that time, the back was raised to a second gory.

One-and-a-Half-Story, Sde-Gable Dwelling

Apparently built during this same period, the so-caled "Ocean Houseg'. 7 Cole Avenue, cal 790s-1830s (Map # 87, MHC
# 42) isnot origina to Sutton Center, but was moved here in about 1850 by loca builder William E. Cole (1821-1876) for
use as hisown dwelling. Thisfive-bay,center-entry, center-chirhhey, double pile, Sde-gable houseis 1 1/2-dories in
height, and has a one-story wing onthe eest end. 1ts Gresk Reviva syletrim was probably added at the time of its move
to the present Site. Greek Reviva gyle details include comer pilagters, frieze, broad eaves and gable retums.

A Georgian style doorframewith broken pediment was added in the mid-20* century.

Two-Story, Federal Style Dwellings

Hip-Roofed, Five-Bay, Center-Entry, Paired-Chimney

Although the most widely usad roof type in the Sutton Center Arealisthe gable roof, the hip roof was popular for two-

gory houses built herein the Federd style. The threetwo-story Federad style housssin the digtrict that are located on
(continued)
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Bogton Road have hip roofs, while thase on secondary roadsdo not. All are of wood construction. Despite their
smilarities, thesetwo-story, hip-roofed. Federd syle housesare not identical. Each varies from the other in depth, roof
height, placement of the paired chimneys, and in the trestment of the major ornamentd feeture - the door framea the
main entrance.

The largest and mog imposing isthe Lazams LeBaron Tavern. 297 Boston Road, 1794, Federd (Map # 9, MHC #75).
This house commands attention from passersby as it Sts on arise overlooking the road, with open horse paduresto the
eed and alarge lawn to the west. It takes amassive slhouette from its double-pile form, large hip-on-hip roof, heavy
paired chimneys, and large two-story, gable-roofed reer ell. The Classcd ornament that trims it is Smple but elegantly
formed. At the main entrance isawell-proportioned pilagter-architrave-pediment door frame. Comice window caps, a
frieze, and moulded eave trim are the only other omament.

The house hes a gpacious central hall with abroad stairway. Wallsin the formal parlor are about afoot thick, to alow al
framing dementsto be hidden and allowing for recessed window seets Although it is not obvious from the exterior, there
isadisguised half-story in the roof containing awindowless room once used as aMasonic Hall. The ell houses sarvice
functions. Original interior detail, panding, grain-painted omament,firepl aces,bake ovens, and st kettle are sad to be
presarved in thishouse

To the rear of the house are outbuildings, including an English bam that may be of the same period. Retaining 64 acres,
the property isstill agricultura inits use

The EsesHowe House. 301 Bogon Road, ca 1810, 1880s?, Federd (Map # 10, MHC #79) dandsimmediately west of
the Lazams LeBaron Tavem. Together, thesetwo houses form an imposing eestem entrance to the heart of the center
village. .-

Although it isnot quite as massve as the tavern, this house has an unusudly high hip roof and large, gable-roofed rear dlls
(two-gtory and one-gtory) that lend it a certain massveness. Apparently only a single pile deep, the main body of the
house has narrow ends. 1ts most degant feature isalarge Federd style entrance with akeystoned arch

framing around-arched fanlight and with pilagtered trim around wide, half-length sidelights. Detailsthat are probably the
result of late 19* century dterations are a central facade dormer, large architrave-comice window caps, double windows
a the ground floor of the main facade, and aColonial Reviva style porch a the center of the main facade.

The John Morse House. 254 Boston Road, 1811-1815, Federd (Map # 2, MHC #70) isasngle pilehousewith along 1
1/2-gory rear ell. S back fromthe road in amral setting, it hes the dim slhouette and low-relief quditiesthat are
characteridtic of the Federd style. Itshiproof islow inprofile. The paired chimneys are bardly visible, snce they are
positioned on the rear wall of the main body of the house The mgjor omamentd feature isatall, dim door frame of
paired pilasters, architrave, frieze, and modillioned comice. It surrounds adoor cgpped with anarrow, low fanlight.
Other ornament includes tall architrave-frieze-comice window caps, afrieze a the eaves, and moulded eave comice.

Gable-Roofed, Five-Bay, Center-Entry, Paired-Chimney

The Smon Tenney House. 22 Singletary Avenue, ca. 1827, Federd (Map # 74, MHC #43) isthe only example in the

digtrict of alarge, two-story Federd style,five-bay,center-entry, paired-chimney housethat has agable roof indeed of a

hip roof. Although recently dtered by the addition of modem bay windows on the ground floor of the main facade, this

house still retains important original Federd style dements  Its dim Federd silhouette is due to its narrow one-pile
(continued)



ITS farm IOAMO-* OMO ApianrrWfta. iai«-(M(«

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Park Sarvice

National Regiger o Higoric Places
Continuation Shest
Sutton Center HD

7 6 Sutton (Worcester), MA
Section number Pege

profile, low-pitched roof, and dose eaves Windows are long and narrow with plain board frames. At the main entrance
the door isflankedby Va length sddlights with ablind low-arched fanlight above. These daments are trimmed with low-
relief mouldings in the Federd taste. Conddered afinehousea the time of its constmction, this housewes built with
lumber entirely free of knots.

Four-Bay, Eccentric-Entry, Eccentric Chimney, Side-gable

The Hall-Mills House. 10 Uxbridge Road, cal780s?, pre-1819, ca 1820s-1830sFederd (Map# 53, MHC #96), isa
Federd gyle housethat, with the exception of its Smple, but degant, Federd style main entrance, isadmogt entirely
devoid of specific exterior stylistic feastures. Thisfour-bay, eccentric-entry, double-pile, Sde-gable house condgsof a
two -story main body on the eest end, atwo- story wing to itswest, and a small two-story rear ell with attached one-gory
shed. The earliest section of the houseisthe two-story main body, built during the late 18+ century. The west wing and
the rear ell gopear to datefrom the early 19* century, possibly earlier than 1819.

The main body of the house isfour bayswidewith the main entrance in the second bay from the left (eest). Eavesae
cdose with no retums.  The only major omamenta feature of the houseisthetall, slim. Federd-gyle pilagter-architrave-
comice doorframe a the main entrance. 1t surrounds the door and the narrow, low-arched fanlight with reeded reved that
risesaboveit. Thisdecorative dement probably datesfrom the time of the 1820sor 1830s additions and alterations to the
house. The door framein the wing addition is rectangular with amoulded edgein the Federd style. An early 20* century
one-gtory porch, now enclosed, extends acrossthe main facade of the wing.

Recent brief but careful physical ingpection of the house, together with new documentary research, has suggested that the
oldest portion datesto the 1780sor later, rather than to the 1720sas wes previoudy bdieved. It ispossble that the
present mcture may rest on the foundation of the earlier dwelling bdieved to have good on this Site.

The two-story main body gppearsoriginaly to have been aranged on the "Square Plan.” Evidence of this plan includes
the unframed, off-center chimney and the gpparent original disposition of three rooms and asmall passageway around it.
The Square Plan was often used for both one- and two-story housesin Massachusetts and Rhode 1dand during the 18*
and early 19* centuries.

The west wing gppears to have been added sometime before 1819 (Worcester County Regigtry of Deeds, Book 220, Pages
30-32). Federd syletrim and interior dterations may have been mede a that time or possibly inan 1820s-1830s
renovation.

The interior of the houseiswell presarved and retains agreat ded of its 18 and 19* century plager and interior trim.
Early featuresinclude 18* century three- and six-pane doors, door and window frames,and ceiling moulding. Also of
note are asmall but degant early 19* century Federd style daircase and other features of the same period, such as four-
pand doors, door and window frames,fireplacesurrounds, and cassd posts and beams. Faint traces of decorative wall
painting, probably adso dating from the early 19* century, haverecently been found in preliminary investigations of the
eed wall of the east-centrd room in the main body of the of the house. Further remova of wallpaper may show evidence
of other omamenta painting in that room and in other rooms of the house

The oldest building on Sutton Common, the Hall-Mills House makesan important visual contribution to the historic
character of the town center.  Important landscape featuresinclude large maple trees and clugters oF lilac bushesin the
front yard, an open field to the west, and sone fences dong the north and west perimeters. Historic photographs of the

(continued)
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house confirm that the large trees and lilac bushes have been part of the landscape of the property for generations.

Sone front Sgpsand rows of stepping donesfrom the front door to the road and from the road to the back of the house
are another important feature of the grounds. The front stepping dones are of such great age that they have been revered
as antique for over one hundred years

INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS
Two ingtitutional buildings of this period face onto Sutton Common.

Rufus Putnam Hall/Center School. 4 Uxbridge Road (Map # 43 , MHC #54, Photo # 3), ca 1823, mid-19thc,
Federd/Greek Revival, isatwo-story, gable-front, rectangular structure with aone-story, porch acrossthe width of the
main faBade. A pair of entrances, withfive-paneldoors, are placed a either Sde of the two-bay main faGade. The
building isfour baysdeep. Greek Revival syle details include broad eaves, afriezein the gables, gable retums, comice
window caps, a quadristyle porch with dim Classica columns, and 6/6 window saeh. Because of the early 1820s date of
congtruction, it is possible that the Gregk Reviva fegtures are the result of amid-19* century update of asmpler Federd
dyle building.

The Congregationa Meeting House. 307 Boston Road (Map # 50, MHC #99, Photo # 3), 1829, Federd overlooking the
Common, isthe mogt imposing and most highly ornamented building in Sutton Center. Unlike other earlier meeting
houses this gable-front building is oriented with the entrance and tall deeple on the narrow gable end. Inside, an Empire
syle mahogany pulpit,flankedby gracefully curved sairs a either Sde, occupies the center of the wall opposite the
gable-end entrance.

Didtinctive fegtures of the building exterior are its gable-front form and the slim, low-relief Neo-Classicd and Gothic
features associated with the Federd style. In the manner of Palladio, the facade of the main body of the building istrested
with a pedimented gable, which, in tum, hes a pedimented, temple-front portico in front of it. Thetall, four-stage bell
tower isthe mog prominent and degant feature of the building. Inspired by the 17+ century London churches of
Chrigtopher Wren that were dissaminated in the 18 century publications of English architect James Gibbs, it rises from
the roof of the main body of the building above the main entrance. 1t conggts of two lower dages square in plan, two
upper dages, octagond in plan, and afaceted spire with aflag weathervane on top.

Classcd detals include atetrastyle lonic portico with dim, smooth-shafted columns, and lonic, smooth-shafted pilasters
a the comers of the main body, with Doric smooth-shafted pilagters in the steeple, and friezes in the front portico and a

the eaves of the mainbody. Nearly al of the door and window openings on the main body of the building and al of the

openings in the segple are Gothic arches

In addition to the pulpit, described above, other notable interior features include afine acanthus-motif ceiling medallion
and acurved bacony a the west end. Two gained glasswindows dating from the 1940's flank the pulpit. The window
on the north sde, donated by the Lombard family, isof particular interest becauseit hows aview of the church itself st

in arural Sutton landscape.

MID-19™ CENTURY PERIOD AND THE GREEK REVIVAL STYLE
Buildings built in Sutton during the mid-19" century were mostly Gresk Reviva in. style. Some examples of the Gresk
Revival in Sutton Center take the gable-front form that was inspired by the temples of ancient Greece. Others take the
traditional Sde-gable form but reflect their period of congtruction in their Gregk Reviva styletrim.

(continued)
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COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
Ore of the mog highly visible buildingsin Sutton Center isamid-19* century commercia building that occupies the
northeast comer of the main intersection, facing the north sde of the Town Common.

The Brick Block. 314 Boston Road, 1839, Greek Revival, Jod Upham, builder (Map # 17, MHC #84, Photo # 1,
Illustration # 5) isa 1 1/2-gory, four-bay, gable-front, brick block. Itisfive bayslong and hes a2 1/2-gory, gable-roofed,
wood ell & the rear. Onthe main faBade isapair of interior chimneys. Ancther pair on the rear faBade has been
removed. The eaves are broad with geble retums. Old photogrephs show that there was originally a pediment on the
main faBade. Window and door lintels and windowsills are of granite. Window sseh are 6/6. A one-story porch extends
across the width of the main facade. Jg-saw-cut capitals, possibly added later in the 19* century, are digtinctive features
of thisporch. Sheltered by the porch are two main entrances. 10/10 display windowsfiank the westemmost door, with
their solid shutters are still inplace. A 6/6 window is & the et of the eesternmodt door. The gable-front form, broad
eaves, and 6/6 ssah are characteristic of the Greek Revival style. The original Gresk Revival pediment on the main faBade
hes been dtered to the gable-retum form, dsotypica of the style. Of specid note is Washington Hall, amesting hall that
aurvives a the attic level of the building. Itisdigstinguished by itsunusud trefoil-curved ceiling; grey-painted, horizontal,
wood wainscoat; built-in benches with tumed legs, and agrain-painted panded gpesker's podium and grain-painted doset
doors. All of these gpparently date from the construction of the building and are in an excellent sate of preservation.
Wallpaper inan gppropriate Federd style motif, probably alate 19*-early 20* century Revival-style pgper, dso survives
on mog of the upper portion of theroom.

Pain and unassuming initsdesign, thisbuilding isdistinguished from the other buildings in the heart of Sutton Center by
its brick congmction and relatively large sze. Itisthe only brick smcture in the district and isthe only commercia
block in Sutton Center. Thisbuilding is notable both for itsrelatively unatered exterior and for its long period of service
in the commercid life of the community.

DWELLINGS
Severd residentia buildingsof this period meke important contributionsto the character of Sutton Center.

Two-Story, Five-Bay, Center-Entry, Paired-Chimney, Side-Gable, Greek Revival Dwellings
Sevard Gresk Reviva-styledwdllings of the gable-roofed,five-bay,center-entry, pared-chimney, Sde-gable form are
s in the Sutton Center Historic District. Most date from the mid-19* century. The mogt distinctive are:

The Stockwell-Lombard House. 64 Singletary Avenue, ca.l828, Gresk Reviva (Map# 85, MHC #48), st with its main
facade facing south onto a gpaciousfront lawnwith large trees, isatwo- story, double-pile housewith a gable-roofed reer
ell and atached English bam. Windows have plain frames. Saehare 2/2. Gresk Reviva featuresinclude broad eaves a
friezein the gable and gable retums.

The presumably early date of the Gresk Revival syle features of this house may be due to the fact that Sutton was a
prosperous community a the time of its constmction, and possibly for that reeson was aboreest of the latest syles of the
day. Onthe other hand, Greek Revival style features might have bean added a adate later than the original construction
of the house, possibly a some time when extendve roof dterations were done. The shaped paired chimneys, typical of
the mid-late 19* century period, may have bean part of such aremodding. Evidence for other dterations over timeis a
1950s photograph showing the housewith alate 19%-early 20* century one-gory porch, snce removed, extending across
the width of the main faBade. The pilagter-architrave-comice door frame and half-length sddights gopeear to dateto the

(continued)
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20 century, possibly a change mede a the time of the remova of the porch. Further physical investigation of this house
is necessary to better understand its history.

The Congregationa Parsonage: 18 Singletary Avenue, ca.l850, Gresk Revival (Map #71, MHC #41) isa 21 1/2-gory
five-bay, center-entry, double-pile housewith paired interior chimneys. It has an early 20* century wraparound porch and
atwo-story rear el with atached English bam. Mogt Gregk Revival features have bean removed or hidden by vinyl

sding. An old photograph indicates that the house originally had comer pilasters and abroad frieze at the eavesandin
the pediments.

The William Perry House'The Maples Farm. 47 Singletary Avenue, ca.l856, Greek Revival (Map# 83, MHC #47) isa 2
1/2-gory housewith atwo-story rear ell and aone-story porch aong the south sde. Greek Revival features include
panded comer pilasters, broad eaves with gable retums, and afriezein the eaves and in the gable, and windows with plain
framesand 6/6 saeh. A portico a the main entrance hides what may be a Gresk Reviva style pilaster-architrave-comice
door frame. Siddlights and original door have been removed.

Gable-Front Dwellings

One-Story, Gable-Front, Greek Revival

The John C. Woodbury House. 12 Singletary Avenue, ca.l854, Grek Reviva (Map# 65, MHC # 49) isawell-detailed
example of the one-gory, gable-front type in the Gresk Reviva style. Thisthree-bay, sidehdl-entry househes a one-gory
rear ell and atached bam. Gresk Reviva featuresinclude panded comer pilagters, friezesa the eavesand in the gables,
geble retums, pilagter-architrave-frieze-comice door frame with full-length sddlights, and windowswith plain framesand
6/6 saeh.

One-and-a-Half-Story, Gable-Front, Greek Revival

The Josgph H. Nason House. 15 Singletary Avenue, 1857, Greek Reviva (Map # 70, MHC #39) is another well-detailed
example of the Greek Revival style. Thisthree-bay, ddehal-entry housewith one-gory reer ell and atached barn, is
nearly identical to the Woodbury House. Substantid in weight and proportions that are similar to those of the Woodbury
House, omamenta features ssen here are dso very smilar. Unlike the Woodbury Houss, it hes aca 1870s one-dtory
Italianate style porch acrass the width of the main facade.

Also bearing Greek Revival style omamentation of subgtantid weight isabuilding that was originally built as a shoe shop
and later converted to residential us=

The Howard-Dodge House. 16 Singletary Avenue, cal842, Gresk Reviva (Map # 68. MHC #40) is athree-bay, sdehall-
entry housewith ahigh-pitched roof and one-dory reer ell. Greek Reviva featuresinclude broad eaves gable retums
panded comer pilagters and awidefrieze. The doorframeis plank framed and endosed full-length sidelights. The one-
dory, gable-roofed entry porch isa20* century addition.

TheM. M. Hovev Rentd House. 294 Boston Road, ca 1850-1857, Greek Revival (Map # 7, MHC #74) is a three-bay,
sdehdl-entry housewith broad projecting eaves and geble retums. No friezesexist & the eavesand or in the gable. It is
uncleer whether they are missing because this housewes built as arenta house or whether they were covered over by the
present siding. The door a the main entrance and windows are framed with plank frames.

(continued)
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The John P. Stockwell House. 25 Uxbridge Road, ca1878-1892, dementsof Gresk Revival (Map # 57, MHC #92)
presarves someof the character of the Greek Reviva style even though it was built after the period of greatest popularity
of the style. Thisthree-bay, sdehdl-entry house has aone-gory bay window, and two-story reex ell. Gresk Reviva
features are more atenuated than istypical of mid-19* century examples of the style. Comer boards are usad ingead of
comer pilagters and the friezein the gable isvery narrow by comparison to earlier examples The gable is more high-
pitched. Grek Reviva style features are the projecting eaves with gable retums and the comice-cap door and window
frames. Continuous shed dormers were raised along the ddesin the early-mid 20* century.

Mid-19* Century Astylistic Gable-Front
The present astylistic gppearance of afew gable-front housesin Sutton Center may be the result of dterations that have
removed distinctive trim.

An astylistic verson of the 1 1/2-gory, gable-front form isthe Patrick Marlowe Tenement. 29 Singletary Avenue (Map #
77, MHC #109), latel8th-early 19*c(moved ca mid-19thc), astylistic. Thisthree-bay, sdehdl-entry house hes close
eaves. Originally built as agtore building (sse Old Sutton Tavem), it was moved to this Site and converted to residentia
ue a an unspecified date. The gpplication of duminum siding hes disguised, or causaed the remova of , window and door
frames that might have provided more stylistic evidence. Thefull length sideights a the main entrance suggest that it
may & one time have been treated as avery Smple version of the Greek Revival style.

Another astylistic example of the gable-front house isthe one-story Gould-Tenney House. 33 Singletary Avenue (Map #
80, MHC #111), after 1831; 1840, astylistic. Thisthree-bay, center-entry house has aone- story wing on the south sde
with aone-gory porch acrassits main facade. Itisnot dear which portion of the house, built in two dages, was the
original section. Since it iscovered with vinyl siding, itisnot possble to determine from omamenta features which part
isthe earlier. Becausethe addition was made about 1840, when the Greek Reviva style was becoming popular, it may be
that the gable front section isthe addition. It isundear whether the projecting section in the geble here is a pediment
disguised by the present siding or aprojecting upper level, often ssenin 18* and early 19* century Sutton houses.

One-and-a-Half-Story, Gable-Front Gothic Revival
Few examples of the Gothic Reviva style were built in Sutton Center.  The two that have been identified teke the 1 '/2-
dory, gable front form:

The Dudlev-Tracv House. 10 Singletary Avenue, call857, Gothic Revival (Map # 63, MHC #55, Photos# 4 & 5) isthe
only Gothic Revival style housein Sutton Center to survive somewhet intact. This 1 1/2-gory, three-bay, sidehall-entry
house has cross gables and awrgparound porch that has been enclosed. Gothic Revival featuresinclude high-pitched
gablesand lace-like, jigsaw-cut bargeboards & the gables. Itisbelieved locally that Gothic features were gpplied to an
earlier gppearance, but this hes not yet been subdantiated by interior analyss. Windows are plank framed and sash ae
6/6.

The Lucena Woodbury House. 304 Boston Road, 1843 (Map # 12, MHC #81) isno longer recognizable as an example of
the Gothic Revival. Originally acombination of the Greek and Gothic Revival styles, the house once had Gothic-arched
windows, no longer extant, in the upper two window levels on the main facade. Today the house gppearsas a 1 1/2-gory,
three-bay, sdehdl-entry Greek Revival housewith aone-story wing on the west sde.

(continued)
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Two-Story, Gable-Front Greek Revival
Severd two-story houses were built in the gable-front form in Sutton Center during the mid-19* century. Like the one-
and 1 1/2-gory versons of this form, the two-story version ismog often ssen in the Gresk Revival style.

Examples are

The Dr. David Solon Chase Hall Smith House. 17 Uxbridge Road (Map # 55, MHC #94, Photo # 7), ca. 1831-1840s,
Federd/Gresk Reviva isan early Gresk Reviva style example of the two-story, gable-front form with lingering traces of
the earlier Federd style. Thisthree-bay, sdehdl-entry house has aone-story bay window, atwo-story reer ell, and an
atached bam. Itslightweight proportions and the ressrved character of the only dlightly projecting eaves and dim gable
retums suggest a strong Federd period influence to what can be called Gresk Reviva detailing.

The mogt outstanding omamenta feature of this house isthe eegantly detailed pilaster-architrave-comice door frame ~
Gresk Revival in overdl form but strongly Federd in the character of itstreetment. The VA length sidelights are glazed
with panes of varying Szesin the Greek Revival style, yet itslow relief detailing and dim proportions are more typical of
the Federd style.

The King-Ray House. 11 Singletary Avenue, 1835, Greek Revival (Map # 66, MHC #38) isd0 athree-bay, sdehall-
entry, gable-front house. It has atwo-gtory rear el with an early 20* century porch that extends along its south sSde at
both stories. A one-gory shed attached to the rear of the ell connectsthe houseto the adjoining bam. Greek Revival
featuresinclude broad eaves with gable retums, comer pilagters with a strip of architrave-frieze omament above, and a
pilaster-architrave-frieze-comice door frame. The lightweight character of thistrim reflects the influence of the earlier
Federd period tastefor dim linesand low-relief delicacy. Window saeh are amixture of replacement saeh of 2/2 and 6/6
configuration.

The William E. Cole House/Devonshire Farm. 339 Boston Road, 1844, Greek Reviva (Map #37, MHC #58) isathree-
bay, sdehal-entry, gable-front housewith aone-story wing onthe west sde. Typica of the full-blown expresson of the
Gresk Reviva gyle, itsdetailing is subgtantia in weight and massveness Greek Reviva featuresinclude afull
pediment, comer pilasters, friezesa the eavesand in the pediment, and windows with plain framesand 6/6 saeh. The
original front porch across the width of the feBade (no longer extant) was supported by classica columns. The original
door frame has been dtered by the ingtallation of amid-late 20* century broken-pediment doorframe.

The GibbsLillev House. 328 Boston Road, ca.l845, Gresk Revival (Map # 21, MHC #59) isthefinest example of the
Gresk Reviva gtyle in Sutton Center. Very subgtantid inits gopearance, it hes the heavy and well-detailed trim that is
characterigtic of the best examples of the Gresk Revival style a the peek of its popularity during the 1840sand 1850s

Thisisathree-bay, sdehdl-entry housewith aone-dory rear ell. Greek Reviva features include afacade pediment, wide
comer pilasters, frieze with filet both a the eavesand in the pediment. Of note isthe eight-panel door surrounded by a
fine pilagter-architrave-comice door frame. The door frame includes panded pilagters, Greek fretwork in the architrave, a
transom and siddlightswith divided panes Uncharacteristic isthe wide clapboard siding, a 20* century alteration.

The Slence Putnam House'The Parsonage 312 Boston Road, 1855, Gregk Revival (Map # 16, MHC #83, Photo # 1) is a
three-bay, sdehdl-entry housewith aone-gtory porch acrossthe width of the main facade and a one-and-a-haf-gory

(continued)
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wing on the west Sde with aone-gory porch and atached-amdl bam. Gregk Revival features of this extremey well-
preserved houseinclude panded comer pilagters, frieze a the eavesand in the gables, comice window caps, 66 sseh, a
doorframe with full-length sdelights, and Doric fluted columns on the porch.

TWENTIETH CENTURY PERIOD

Late Examples of Greek Revival

Seveard housssinterpreted with dements of the Greek Revival style were built in Sutton Center &s late as the early years
of the 20* century.

One-and-a-Half-Story, Gable-Front Dwellings

An example of the 1 1/2-gtory gable-front housewith Gresk Revival style detailingisthe Alfred A. and EmmaF. Brown
House. 247 Bogton Road, 1906, dements of Greek Reviva (Map# 1, MHC #68). Thisthree-bay, sdehdl-entry house
hes aone-gtory wing added in the 1930s that in the year 2000 was raised to two stories and enlarged. Gresk Reviva
featuresinclude broad eaves with gable retums and narrow friezes a the eavesand in the gable. The door a themain
entrance and windows are framed with plainframes. A one-gory porch with tumed pogs and jig-saw-cut trim,
characteridtic of the early 20* century, extends across the width of the main facade.

Two-story, Gable-Front

TheVernon S Johnson House. 24 Singletary Avenue, 1902, dements of Gresk Revival (Vemon S Johnson, builder).
(Map # 76, MHC #108) isavery late example of the Gresk Reviva style. The main body of thisthree-bay, sidehdl-entry
house is cross-gabled with two-story wingsonthe Sdes Animportant late Victorian feature is a one-gory wraparound
porch with tumed pogts and abdvedere a its southwest corner. Greek Reviva details include broad eaves, gable retums,
and narrow friezesa the eavesand in the gable.

Colonial Revivdl
A few examples of the Colonial Revival syle are found in the Sutton Center Historic District.  They are of widely
varying szesand expressonsof the style.

The farmhouse a Brigham Farm/Fairview Farm. 298 Boston Road, 1902 (Map # 8, MHC # 69) is of the Four Square
Colonial Revival housetype. Thistwo-gory, three-bay, center-entry house has ahigh profile hip roof with broad eaves
and wide gabled dormers. Acrass the main feBade and part of the east end is awraparound, one-story porch with slim,
amooth-shafted Doric columns. Window frames are plain and window sagh in the main body of the house are mostly
wide 2/2 sseh. Attached to the est Sde is atwo-story, gable-roofed wing with aone-and-a-half-story garage section on
itseest end. Thiswingjoins the house to alarge, gable-front New England barn with cupola ontop, creating animposing
agricultural complex. Large trees shade the lawn infront of the house. Fields, aress endosed with white-painted board
fences, and additional outbuildings, all of which can be ssan from Boston Road, complement the house and bam of this
working farm. Thisimposing complex and its agricultura surroundings meke an important contribution to therural
village character of Sutton Center.

The Mrs. Random Richardson House. 32 Singletary Avenue (Map # 78, MHC # 110),1935, isaone-gory, three-bay,
center-entry, double-pile, Sde-gable house with dose eaves aamal, off-center chimney, and a gable-roofed, one-gory
reax ell. Sheathed in wide clapboard, the house has plain window and door frames, 6/1 window sagh, and louvered

(continued)
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dhutters. At the main entrance isa smadl picturesque gable-front porch, treated with trellis on either sde. Although there
is little stylistic trim found on the house, the three-bay, center-entry, dde-gable form, the dose eaves, and the placement
of the heedsof the windows directly under the eavesare references to the so-cdled Cgpe Cod form of early American
dwelling that was one of the most common sources of ingpiration of the Colonial Reviva style.

The Robert and Mildred Pierce House. 372 Bogton Road (Map # 30,),1941, isaColonial Reviva style reproduction of an
actua 18" century dwelling. It was modeled after the W. H. Davidson House in nearby Wes Millbury, which was
believed to have been built in 1743. Thistwo-gory,five-bay,center-entry, center-chimney, sde-gable, sdt-box house hes
aone-gory rear ell. Eavesare dose and the sscond floor windows on the long facades extend up dl the way to the eaves
Window frames are plain and window sseh are 12/12. The low-arched Federd style doorframe and six-pand door were
savaged from the demolition of the John Fredand House in Sutton. A narrow, panded, arched frame endoses a fanlight
above the door and 2/3 length sidelights on either side. Both the fanlight and siddlights are ornamented with leaded
tracery. A hearth for the dining roomfireplaceisa 10' x 5' dab of sone that hed been the gep of an old barn that stood
aooss the sreet.

At 360 Boston Road (Map #28), 1953, isaanother houseingpired by the Cape Cod houseform. A one-gory, three-bay,
center-chimney, gable-end housewith itsentry in the far right-hand bay, hes aone-bay, gable-roofed wing on the eest end.
Colonial Revival features include its dose eaves, simplicity of finish, the placement of the windows and doors with their
heedsdirectly under the eaves on the main faBade, the massve trestment of the chimney, and the use of 812 saeh.

Arts and Crafts Bungalow
During the early 20" century the 1 1/2-gory, geble-end form was sometimes used for the Arts and Crafts style Bungalow.
There are three bungadows in the Sutton Center Area.

TheW. R. Wallis House 20 Singletary Avenue (Mg # 73, MHC #107), 1930, Vemon S Johnson, builder isthe best
presarved bungaow in the historic district. Three bayswide with a centra entrance, this house hes a broad roof that
shdters adegp front porch and an endlosad front sunroom. A continuous shed dormer extends across mog of the width of
the front of the house Thesefeatures are characteridtic of the bungdow. Others that are less typical, but nonethdess
common, includethe brick lower wall, brick besss for tapered square porch pogts, wide clgpboard siding, and 31 window
ssehwith the upper ssgh divided into three vertical panes Also characteridtic are the triple windows and exterior brick
chimney.

Smdl Mid-Late-20* Century Dwellings

A number of smal houseswere built as infill in the historic district during the 1950s A few more were built in the 1970s
and as recently as the 1990s  Severd of these dand on the southem dde of Boston Road, just eest of the intersection with
Putnam Hill Road. Called "ranch" housesby the generd public, they are one-gtory, Sde-gable houses, sngle or double
pile. Of no particular style, they are low in profileand horizonta in their lines. Some are rectangular in plan and some
have an L-shaped plan. Some have dose eaves and others projecting eaves Most have multi-panewindows. Others have
a broad picturewindow. Symmetry was not arequirement of their desgn. They are smilar to one ancther in their
proportions, in the low angle of their roofs, and in their unplanned and unadomed gppearance. Despite their low-dung
proportions, these housesblend fairly well with the 18 and 1% century houses that surround them because they are small
in 9ze and havefew decorative features,

(continued)
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BARNSAND AGRICULTURAL OUTBUILDINGS -«
There are numerous bamsincluded in the Sutton Center Historic District. Most take the gable-front. New England bam
form. However, examples of the Sde-gable, English bam form are dso found in the district.

English Barns

The circa 1794 barn (MHC # 76) a the Lazarus LeBaron Tavem. 297 Bogon Road (Map # 9) isafreestanding, one-dory,
end-gable, English bam with no cellar. Measuring25  feet degp by 65 /afeet long, it isessentidly two three-bay bamns
built adjoining one ancther, end to end. A small, lower, one-story, gable-roofed shed, with itsroof ridge running esst-
wed, is atached to the southeest comer. The drive entrance of this long rectangular bam islocated near the eestern end of

the main body, with no openings west of it on the mainfacade. 1tis not known whether there was ever a second drive
entrance in the westem section of the main facade.

Attached one-and-a-haf-gory, sde-gable English bamsare found at:

Stockwell-Lombard House. 64 Singletary Avenue (Map # 85). Attached to the rear of the houseand now ussd asa
garage, this bam hes four entrances on the long sde. Since the original bam for this houseis said to have been moved and
converted to a garage for the early 20* century house to the immediate north, this gable-roofed, bam-like Sructure, with
dose eavesand four entrances on the eest Sde, may have been built as acarriage/cart shed.

Dr.D. S C. H. Smith House. 17 Uxbridge Road (Map # 55). Thisatached English bam probably datesto the
congtruction of the house, ca 1831-1840s  Its cart entrance hes been made amdler than it originally was.

At the Congregationa Parsonage. 18 Singletary Avenue (Map # 71) is a late example of the English bam. This one-and-a-
half-story, dde-geble, atached bam was built inabout the 1890s The drive entrance is located a the south end of the
west-facing main falade. Trimmed with frieze and gable retums, the bam refiectsthe Gresk Reviva style of the attached
house An Italianate cupolawhich originally crowned the roof no longer exists.

New England Barns

A freestanding, one-story, gable-front New England bam with dose eavesis located a the Dudley-Tracy House. 10
Singletary Avenue (Map # 63, Photo # 4).

Freestanding, one-and-a-hdf-gory, gable-front New England bamswith dose eavesare found on the following
properties:

Dagget-Tenney House. 34 Singletary Avenue (Map # 79). The bam ispresumed to date from the early-mid 19* century.
Nathaniel Carriel House. 346 Boson Road (Map # 26). The bam is presumed to date from the early-mid 19* century.

Freestanding, one-and-a-hdf-sory, gable-front New England barnswith broad eavesare found a the:

Gibbs Lillev House. 328 Boston Road (Map #21). Thisbam gpopears to date from the constmction of the house, about
1845.

Lebaron-WatersWhedock House 334 Boston Road, (Map # 23). Thisbam gppears to havebeen built in the midate
19* century.

Mrs. S Sheman House. 2 Church Circuit (Map # 52). This bam probably datesfrom the constmction of the house, about
1910.

(continued)
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Small, attached, one-story, gable-front New England bamsare found a:

Darius Russdll House. 324 Boston Road (Map # 20). Built with dose eaves, this bam may datefrom the early 19+
century period.

J. H. Nason House. 15 Singletary Avenue (Map # 70). Probably built & the time of the construction of the attached
dwelling, in 1857, this bam has afrieze and gable retums reflecting the Gregk Revival style of the house.

Larger, atached, one-and-a-haf-gory, gable-front New England bank bamswith broad eavesand cellars, or partial
cdlars, ae part of the following atached farmhouse complexes

Short View Farm/Loren Howard House. 23 Singletary Avenue (Map # 75). The bam gppears to have been built about
1842 when the housewas congmcted. |1t gppears only to have been atached to the housewithin recent years.

King-Ray House. 11 Singletary Avenue (Map # 66). The broad unboxed eaves suggest amid-late 19* century date for
this bam.

Dr. David Hall House. 327 Boston Road (Map # 39). Thisbam isbdieved to have been buiU in the 1890s

Brigham/Fairview Farm 298 Boston Road (Map # 8). Apparently built in 1902 & the same time &s the atached houss,
thisis one of the largest bamsin the historic district. Like many tum of the century bams, it hes acupola a the center of
the roof to sarve as aventilator.

William Perry/The Maples Farm. 47 Singletary Avenue (Map # 83). Thisbam, built or extensively remodded in the early
20* century has afull concrete block cellar and two associated metd-clad silosto itsrear. Itisthe largest of the bamsin
the historic district. Two ventilatorsthat once provided exhaud a the roof ridge no longer exist.

CEMETERIES

Sutton Center Burying Ground. 4 Uxbridge Road, 1719 (Map # 46, MHC # 800) is more or lessrectangular in shgpe and
is dtuated on a hillside dope west of Uxbridge Road. The north sde, facing Boston Road, isthe only sde that has public
exposure. Eventhisis somewhat shidded from view becauseit is set back from the road and is bounded by a gonefence
and arow of treesdong itsperimeter. Itisadmog entirely shidded from view from Uxbridge Road by the Town
Hall/Municipa Building and the Putnam Hall/Center School building, which stand between it and the road. On the wes,
the cematery lot sharesits boundary with the property of the Dr. David Hall House.  Its southem boundary is contiguous
with the westem end of the northem property line of the Hall-Mills House.

A low gone fence endasesthe burying ground on the north, west, and south Sdes. Before the 1980s constmction of the
present Town Hall/Municipal Building, the esstem sde of the lot was a0 fenced. No photogrgphs have been found,
however, to show exactly how it looked and with what materids the fencing was done. According to the memories of
loca persons, the fence extended north-south behind the old Town Hall with agated entrance a the southem end, neax the
Hall-Mills House. That gateway ssams to have been intended as the main entranceto the burying ground. Since its
remova, the burying ground hes had no formal entrance. On the Boston Road Sde of the lot, an opening a the west end
of the sone fence provides accessimmediately eedt of the heersehouse It was clearly intended as a secondary entrance.

(continued)
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Aswasthe style of 18* and early 19* century cemeteries, the burying ground is open and grassy. It has practically no
plantings and no pathways amongd the gones There are treesaround the perimeter and only acouple of treesin the open
aea

Tombgones are mogtly of date and of marble, dating mostly fromthe 18* century through the mid-19* century. The
largest number are of the flat dab type, shgped and decorated according to the taste of the period in which they were
mede Only afew heavier, monument type dones, typica of the mid- and late-19* century, are seen here, Snce anew
town cemetery replaced the Center Burying Ground during the mid-19* century. The earliest legible tombstone dates
from 1753 and ismarked E. F. The mog recent gonesdate from the early yearsof the 20* century. Judt beyond the
wesem perimeter of the cametery is awooden hearse house (3se beow for description), where the town-owned hearse
was sored when not in use for funerals.

Woodbury-Cole Burying Ground, off Boston Road (Map # 32A )

When it wes first established, this 19* century burying ground was part of the Cole-Woodbury farm (Cole-Woodburv
House, 5 Putnam Hill Road, Map #31, MHC # 34), occupied by the Cole and Woodbury families. It isthe burying place
of members of thesefamiliesand their relations.

This small cametery isnot visible from any public way. 1t isaccessble by aright of way that leedsin from the south Sde
of Boston Road. About 90 x 60 feet inSze, itissurrounded by a substantid and well-maintained four foot high dry-laid
fieldstone enclosure. Entrance to the cemetery lot isby way of adone stile a the center of the north sde of the enclosure.
The stileconsgs of two depson either Sde of thewall. Within the endosure, alarge oek tree grows on either sde of the
gtile marking the entrance a the north end of the lot. Otherwise the lot is grassy with severd rows of gones.

Fourteen marble heeddones are found here. The earliest doneis carved with awillow and um motif. It marks the grave
of Timothy Walker, who died in 1820. The mog recent isthe doneof Charles Alexander Prait, who died in 1924.

TOWN HEARSEHOUSE

The Town Hearse House. 4 Uxbridge Road (Map #41, MHC # 85) isasmal, unadomed, one-gtory, gable-front, wood
frame building with broad eaves and sheathed in clgpboard. At the center of its main faBade, which faces on Boston
Road, isavehicle entrancewith apair of doors made of diagona boardswith battensin across shgpe Of baloon frame
constmction, it may datefromthe late 19* century.

TOWN POUND

The Town Pound . 4 Uxbridge Road (Map # 40, MHC # 907) dandsimmediately west of the Town Hearse House, a the
northwest of the Sutton Center Burying Ground. It isarectangular endaosure with dry-laid, undressed,fiel dstonewalls of
about four feet in height. The only entrance is a the center of the northwall, which faces onto Boston Road. It iscosed
with a modem wooden gate.

Archaeological Description

Ore prehigtoric Site isrecorded in the district and another 3 Stesin the generd area(within one mile). Site 19-WR-547,
the Woodbury Cemetery Prehigtoric Findspat, islocated in the vicinity of the Woodbury Cemetery. .The Ste was located
during a professionally conducted archaeological survey. Itincdudes alow dendty lithic scatter and was reported to

(continued)
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unlikely be National Regigter eigible. Other known dtesin the generd areaare dlso characterized by lithic scattersand
campdtes. Environmenta characterigtics of the district represent severd locationa criteriathat are favorableindicators of
meany types of prehigtoric Stes. Well drained, level to moderately doping upland terraces, within an areaof otherwise
rolling topography, are located in severd aressof the districtin close proximity (within 1000 feet) to wetlands. Most of
the district boundary is surrounded by wetlands including swamps, streams, and pondsof varying Szes Wetlands
including each of thosetypes aso nearly bisect the central part of the district west of Singletary Avenue. Boston Roed is
aso believed to have originated as andtive trail attesting to agenerd Native American presanceiin the area Giventhe
above information, the large Sze of the district (approximatdy 435 acres), and the availability of open specein part
brought on by amral and nuclested historic settlement pattem, the presence of prehistoric Stesis documented in the
district and a high potential exigs that additional steswill befound.

Historic site locations have d 0 bean documented in the district and ahigh potential exigts that additional stesfromthis
period will also be found. Potentia archaeologica resources should represent the full range of dructures that
characterized the nucleated Sutton Center agricultural community fromthe 18+ through 19* centuries. Structural
evidence of demolished buildings (walls, cdlars, foundations) should exist as separate Stes and associated with existing
dructures. Constmction featuresincluding builder's trenches and stratigraphic evidence of grading may d<so survivea
archaeologicd dtesand around extant buildings. Occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) should dso be
present & mogt archaeological Stesand with existing buildings. Many ingtitutional/religious, civic, commercial and some
residential Stes should be located in the areaaround the town common. Potentia institutional/religious structures in the
common locale may include evidence of the town's First Meeting House (ca. 1719-20) built west of the town common,
near the Ste of the Rufus Putnam Hall. Archaeological evidence of the Ssoond Meeting House (c.1751) may dso survive
on the common approximately oppodte the present Brick Block, a short digance eadt of the earlier megtinghouse. The
Ssocond Meeting House bumed in 1828 after which the present Congregetional megtinghouse was built off the common a
307 Boston Road. Evidence of Sutton's first town hall may exist & the west end of the common. That structure was
replaced by the present Town Hall in 1983. A Methodist Church, built in 1854 then moved in the 1860's o occupied
the Town Hall site. Archaeological evidence of Sutton's first school may survive & the Ste of the extant Congregationd
Meseting House. It is unknown exactly when that structure was congructed. Commerce wes d <0 éttracted to the Center
Didtrict and Common locale because of its geographic location and the presance of ingtitutional, civic and religious
dructures in the area Severd tavemswere located in the Center District areaduring the 18¢ and 19 centuries, mog of
which no longer survive. Archaeological testing may locate evidence of the First Sutton Tavem, possibly located on the
dte of 318 Boston Road , directly oppodte the First Meeting House. An early tavem isreported to have existed a this ste
possibly as early as 1720. By 1732, possibly earlier, the Philip Chase Tavem isknown to have operated a the 318 Bogton
Road dite, however, little isknown about thistavem. It may represent a sgparate Ste from the earlier Sutton Tavern. By
the late 18 century, atavem osased to function a the Chese Tavemn Ste, however, sometime after 1800 atavem resumed
operations a thisaddress. A tavem exigted a this Ste until the 1860s when it was moved back on the site to mekeroom
for the Methodist Meeting House. The tavem was demolished a the second Ste a alater date. Archaeological evidence
of an early tavem may adso exist & 297 Boson Road where Hale's Tavern was inbusnessby 1854. Lazarus Le Baron
purchased Hale's Tavem in 1777 then operated atavem in the new extant building he constmcted a that addressin 1794.
Archaeological evidence of the Eliot Tavem, shown on the 1795 Sutton Map may aso survive near the modern house a
338 Bogton Road. Stores dso operated in the Center during the 18 and 19 centuries. The first store may have operated
in the areaby 1780 on the sSte of the present Brick Block a 314 Boston Road. By the 19¢ century, three stores operated
in the arealincluding the Smon J. Woodbury Store south of the common on the Ste of the present house a 4 Church
Circuit. Blacksmith shopsdso operated in the Center.  Archaeol ogical evidence of a blacksmith shop in operation by
1780-90 may survive on the ste of the Darius Russdl House a 324 Bostion Road. A blacksmith shop aso operated a the
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dte of the Nathaniel Carriel House & 346 Boson Road a an unspecified date. The latter shop may have operated in a
Sparate structure or as part of the existing building. The Dudley -Sherman Blacksmith Shop aso operated in the mid to
late 19* century & 6 Singletary Avenue, possibly inashop, no longer extant neer the existing structure.  Cottage
industries characterized by boot and shoe manufacture, comb manufacture and woodworking were dso characterigtic of
commerce in the Center during the early to mid 19* century. Many of these activities were conducted in homesor in
shops that may survive as an archaeologica resource. |n some ingtances, manufacturing grew beyond ssmple home
production to larger enterprisesincluding the early 19* century Lombard Cabinet making shop, no longer extant, located
near the Lombard resdence near the intersection of Putnam Hill Road. Boots and shoes were aso manufactured by
Simon J. Woodbury above his store, that stood & the comer of Uxbridge Road and Church Circuit. Woodbury also mede
boots and shoesin abarn, no longer extant, on the grounds of the Dr. David Hall House a 327 Boston Road. Residential
homes d 0 characterized growth in the Center, however, because original settlement was made on 40 acrelots,
concentrated settlement did not exist a the town center near the meeting house and common. Sparse and scattered
sttlement characterized the Center until the mid-19* century. Additional documentary reseerch combined with
archaeologica aurvey and testing can be usad to hdp locate many of the Center's 18* and 19* century homes whose
locations have been logt or obscured. The same research can be usad to determine the integrity of earlier smctures whose
Steswere developed for later buildings. Archaeological evidence may dso exist indicating the extent to which earlier
dructures were incorporated into extant dmctures. Cartographic evidence exids that documents 18* century lot
disposition for the earliest settlerslots but not the original proprietors lots. The mog centrally located of three
discontinuous group of settler's lots, numbered ten through twenty-nine formed much of what was to become Sutton
Center. This group of forty-acre lotswas arrayed north of the present Boston Road and eedt of the present Singletary
Avenue. Many of the property linesin the historic district still reflect the lines of the origina settler's lots. The
proprietor's lots lie on the south Sde of Boson Road. Unfortunately, it is unknown a present exactly how many of the
early settler's or proprietor's lotswere sttled in the early 18 century. Documented 18* century resdencesin the district
include the site of the first minister's house (ca. 17207) on the Ste of the present Brigham/Fairview Farm & 298 Boston
Road. Another dwelling, build for the town's sscond minigter, is dso known to have been built neaer the meeting house,
possibly as early as 1729. That structure is believed to have good on the ste of the present Hall-Mills House a 10
Uxbridge Road. It isconjectured that portions of the earlier foundation are incorporated into the Hall-Mills House. Built
by one of the earliest settlersin the town and rumored to be one of the earliest housesbuilt in the town, evidence from the
the Samud Dagget House may survive on the Ste of the later Smon Tenney House (call827) a 22 Singletary Avenue.
The Nathaniel Carriel House (ca. 1752) a 346 Boston Road, was reported to be built on the dte of an earlier housebuilt
by Mrs Carridl's father, Samud Dwight who settled there in 1730. Archaeological evidence of the Dwight House may
aurvivein that area. Evidence from another house may also survive neerby a 338 Boston Road. That house, located east
of the Carriel House, was built by Captain Josgph Elliot who married another of Dwight's daughter's.  Another residential
dtethat may survive fromthe early 18* century period lieswest of the John Morse House (ca 1815) a 254 Boston Road.
That housewas built by Morse's father and grandfather. Later 18* century and 19* century residential Stesmay dso
survive in the district. Archaeologica survivas of the Peter Sibley (bom 1751) House may exist on the Ste of the later
Stockwell-Lombard House (ca. 18209) at 64 Singletary Avenue: Archaeological evidence may dso survive rdated to the
Josgph Hall House (cal819) a 17 Uxbridge Road. That housewas later moved outdde the district. Similar evidence
may aso exist for another house (ca.l820), no longer extant, built by Hall for his son-in-law a 25 Uxbridge Road.
Archaeological evidence may a0 be present indicating earlier homes were incorporated into later 18* and 19* century
homesin the district. Architectural examination of many homeshes identified details that suggest an earlier period of
congtruction. Archaeol ogical resources may exist that support or refute architectural andyss. Chamfered beams
identified in the southesst front room of the Dagget-Tenney House a 34 Singletary Avenue suggest an earlier construction
date for that portion of the house. Similar evidence aso supports an early to mid-18* century construction datefor the
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Leatsaron-WatersWhedock HouseHewn beamsin the main body of the house and local tradition aso support an early
date of congmction for the Cole-Woodbury Housea 5 Putnam Hill Road. Unmarked burias, archaeologicd features and
funerary rdated artifacts may exig a the Stesof two ceameterieslocated inthe district. The Sutton Center Burying
Ground wes established as atown cemetery in 1719 a 4 Uxbridge Road. The Woodbury-Cole Burying Ground located

off Boston Road dates to the early 19* century and was originally established as afamily burying ground on the Cole-
Woodbury Farm. Unmarked burials may be present a both cameteries as aresult of lost or removed burial markers or
intentionally unmarked graves of paupersor unknown persons. Archaeological features a cameteries can include post
molds marking the location of old fencelines a cemetery boundaries. Funerary related artifacts can include burial
offerings and artifacts depodted a single or groups of gravesfor memorid purposes.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X. A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

XD acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9, Major Rihiiographical References

Worcester, MA _
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Commerce

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance

171B-1951

Significant Dates

1719 - establishment of common and cemetery

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation

_hlza

Architect/Builder
Joel Upham, builder

Vernon S. Johnson, builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
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_ previously determined eligible by the National
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_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
SUMMARY

The Sutton Center Historic District isof historical and architectural significanceas awdl-preserved 18'- 19 century
center village. The location and distribution of the public goeces and of the roedsthat define and intersect the public
goecessin the village are aphysica manifestation of the very early history of the town and of its subssquent growth and
devdopment during the late 18*-early 19* century period as anudeated village. The buildings, the configuration of
public paces, and the semi-rura landscape found here today are representative of the town's exigence as a progperous
agricultural community fromthe late 18* through the mid-19* century. Furthermore, the predominance of 18¢ and 19*
century buildings in the center today makesdear the largely arrested growth of the town after the mid-19* century.

The digtrict retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association and meats
National Regider Criteria A and C a the local level. Under Criterion A the district issignificant for its association with
community development in Sutton. Under Criterion C the district is significant for itswell-preserved 18¢ and 19* century
architecture. Of gpecid note are its severd fine examples of Fedard period-dwellingsand its Federd-gtyle
Congregationa Meeting House.

The period of significanceof the Sutton Center Historic District begins in 1716, when the original Sutton Proprietors set
adde the present Common and Burying Ground for public use Dueto its ongoing role as the cultural and governmenta

center of the townfromthe early 18* through the 20* century, the period of significanceof the historic district extends

through 1951.

EARLY SUTTON ffISTORY

Town Boundaries

The town of Sutton was established in 1704 on an eight squaremile tract of land, part of much larger holdings that were
first transferred by the Native American, Wampus, to English owners in 1679. The original town boundaries changed
severd times as land was annexed to Sutton, or from Sutton to other towns, during the 18 and 19* jcenturies. The largest
change camein 1813 when Sutton's north parish was incorporated as the separatetown of Millbury. The present town
boundaries were established in 1907.

Establishment of Town and Original Settlers* Lots
Sutton wes established as atown in 1704 but was not settled until 1716, when three families settled here. By the
following year, thirty familieshad settled in the new town.  *

Between 1714 and 1719 the Sutton Proprietors laid out thirty-acre home lotsfor proprietors and the forty-acrelots for
settlers. The only 18 century map of early lot disposition shows the earliest settlers' lots in three discontinuous locations,
but not the origina proprietors lots (sse Proprietors Map, lllugtration # 1). The mog centrally located group of lots,
numbered ten through twenty-nine, formed much of what was to become Sutton Center.  This group of consecutive forty-
acre lotswas arayed north of the present Boston Road and esdt of the present Singletary Avenue.

Many of the property lines of properties included in the Sutton Center Historic District today still reflect those of the

origina sattlerslots. A mgp maderecently by local historian Donna Ross 0 illustrates this fact (Illustration # 2). On it

settlers lots shown on the historic Proprietors Map are overlaid on a current Sutton Assessor'sMap. Thismap aso
(continued)
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shows that alarge amount of the present historic district was included in the original settlers lots. The settlers lots
extended eesward a short digance further than the eestem boundaries of the historic district. Northward the lots extended

just short of the northem boundary of the historic district.  The westemmog five or Sx settlers lotsfell outsde the
westem boundary of the historic district.

Using information gleaned from the Proprietors Records and from historic deads, Rossio hes dso been @dle to piece
together an edimate of the locations and ot numbers of severd of the proprietors' home lots, the town ot (common,
mestinghouse, and burying ground lots), and the school lot. Located south of Bogon Road, these lots lso correspond
closdly to many of the current property lines.

First Town Meeting, First Meeting House, First Minister

In 1718, Sutton's first town meeting was held a the home of Capt. John Stockwell. That very smal house, no longer
danding, was located in the Eight Lots section of town (sse MHC AreaForm F).  According to Hurd's History of
Worcester County, the meeting was held outdoors, possibly because of the samal sze of the house Thefollowing yesar, in
1719, the Sutton Proprietors sdected agx-acre |ot oppogite the intersection of what are now Boston Road and Singletary
Avenue, as the dte for the town's megtinghouse, training field, and burying ground. Congtruction of the first
medtinghouse began soon thereafter. 1t was built west of what isnow the town common, neer the Site of the present Rufus
Putnam Hall (Map# 43). Measuring about 40'x 36" and built onthe old style "meeting house plan,” it had its main
entrance on the long eest Sde with secondary entrances on the north and south ends. Sheethed in rough clapboards, it hed
an interior finished with boardsrather than plagter (Brooke, p. 22). A town meeting was held in the new medtinghouse as
early as 1720. In that same year Rev. John McKinstry was mede the town's first minister (History of Sutton, vol. |, pp.
23-25). Thetown provided him with afarm that included the forty-acre settlers 1ot number 29 and an additional ot in
another location. Hishousewas built on Lot 29 on the gpproximeate Ste of the present house a Brigham Farn/ Fairview
Farm, 298 Boston Road (Map # 8) (s Illustration #7). Aswastypica in Massachusetts before 1831, the Congregationa
Society and town government were closdly intertwined. Thisisthe reason for the involvement of thetown iq providing
land to the Congregationa minigter, the Reverend Mr. McKinstry. In those days, medtinghouseswere built ontown-
owned land and were usad both for town meetings and religious services. Local taxes paid for the construction and
maintenance of the medtinghouse as well as the say of the minister. The provision of land was an enticement typically
usd to attract aminister to settle inanewly edablished town.

Old Sutton Tavern

Ore of the first buildings to have been built in Sutton Center and probably the first busnessto operate was atavem.
Current research has not shown exactly how early or where the first tavem existed in Sutton. |t may have been located on
the dite of 318 Boston Road (Map # 18), directly oppodte the origina meeting house. At this ste atavem isknown to
have exiged a avery early date. A tavem (no longer standing) (lllustration # 13) operated by Philip Chase (d.1764) is
known to have exiged certainly as early as about 1732 and possibly as early as 1728, or earlier. Nothing isknown of its
earliest history. Philip Chasgs son, FoUanshes, ran the tavem after him. For aperiod during the latter yearsof the 18*
century it no longer functioned as atavem. However, sometime after 1800 atavern was again in operation & this dte (in
the same building). The 1831 Sutton mgp shows itas "J. Whiting'sInn." Itisnot clear how long efter that date atavern
continued to be operated a that ste. However, the tavern building sood on itsorigina Ste a 318 Boston Road until the
former Methodist M eeting House was moved there from the common in the 1860s At that time thelavem was moved
back onthe site. 1t was demolished & an undetermined date sometime |ater.

(continued)
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in Massachusettstowns atavem was typically dtuated in close proximity to the megtinghouse to provide noontime
warmth and refreshment for those attending al-day Sunday religious meetings. Taverns were often built
contemporaneoudy with medtinghouses in new towns; 0, it is quite possble that atavern might have been in operationin
Sutton Center from, as early as about 1720. The fact that Boston Road wes an early long-distance route of travel would
a0 have encouraged the establishment a an early date of atavem herefor the eese of travelers.

Recent research by Donna Rossio  suggedts that the "Old Sutton Tavem”™ lot may accidentally have been built on part of
the six acrelot st out by the Sutton Proprietors for the Stes of the meeting house, burying ground and training field
(Sutton Proprietors Records p. 127) (s Illustration # 1). It gppears that the route of travel used inthe earliest days did
not correspond precisely to the route laid out by the Sutton Proprietors. Perhgps governed more by the lay of the land than
by the geometry of the surveyor, the actud traveled way cut through the very northernmost section of the town's six-acre
lot. 1t ssams that the tavem, built north of the road, was accidentaly built on town land and on part of what should have
been the road (lllustration # 2). The present jog in Boston Road just west of its intersection with Singletary Avenue may
reflect the location of the early tavem. Not only the lot of the "Old Sutton Tavem" 318 Boston Road (Map # 18), but dso
the lots of the Brick Block. 314 Boston Road (Map # 17), and the Silence Putnam House. 312 Boston Road (Map # 16)
were all part of this strip of land accidentally cut off by the atered route of the road. Itisundear exactly how this error
wes resolved as far as property ownership goes Itisnot known precisaly when or under what'arrangement this land was
disposed of to private owners. Since FoUandoee Chase s0ld part of his land (the Site of the Brick Block) to Elijah Putnam
in 1773, it ssams cdear that Chasedready owned it privately a somedate prior to that sde.

Town Common and Training Fields

The areathat isthe present Sutton Common, at the intersection of Boston and Uxbridge roads, was first known as the
"training field." Aswastrue in townsall over Massachustts, it was intended as a centrally located field where the town
militia could hold itstraining exercises. The Ste for the training field was established by the Sutton Proprietors & the
same timethey st asde land for the congruction of ameatinghouse and for aburia ground.

No reports of actud training exercises, how they were carried out in Sutton, or the specific socid importance that they
held here, have been discovered with current research. However, the importance of the training field is knownin other
towns. From early times through the early yearsof the 19* century, militia "training days' were held in Massachusetts
towns. Inaddition to keeping the loca militia in a date of military readiness, training dayswere major social occasions.
Citizens gathered around the common, or training field, to accompany family memberswho were mambersof the militia,
to meat friends, and to be entertained as they watched the exercises. Such occadons sometimes included a festive
community repast on the grounds.

Although the present Sutton Common was the town's original training field, asscond training field ssams to have come
into use & somelater period. Current research has not discovered the actud datesof itsuse. According to locd tradition,
that other field was afield that still exigts to the rear of the house a Brigham/Fairview Farm. 298 Boston Road (Map # 8)
(see below under "Town Powder House and Training Field" for more information). The designation of asscond training
field may have coincided with the conversion of the original training field to use as amore parklike town common. Itis
possible that this might have occurred around the tum of the 19* century, a period during which the town underwent
numerous changesincluding improvements to the meeting housein the 1790s

It isundear exactly how early in the history of the town that the training field was called the "common." Town records

show that es early as 1747 that the term "common" was being usad (History of Sutton. vol. |, p. 72). However, a 1795

desd to the house a 301 Boston Road till refersto the same piece of land as the "training field" (Worcester County
(continued)
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Deads, 12i/iy /). thesereterences sugged that the two terms may have been used interchangesbly for many years.

Center Burying Ground

The Center Burying Ground behind the Town Hall and Municipal Building was Sutton's first cemetery.  In 1754
"herbage’ and "padiurage’ rights to the Center Burying Ground were granted for a period of seventeen yearsto David
Hall, Jr., whose housewas to be built immediately west of it (Dr. David Hall. . House (Map # 39), 273 Bogon Road, ca
1755). The sze of the areain question was described as about two acres (History of Sutton. vol. |1, p. 540), which
correspondswith the current gpproximate size of the burying ground. 1n exchangefor pasturagerights. Hall agreed to
build a gonefence four feet high as an endosure around it. The dlowance of pegiurage rights in exchangefor the
congtruction of an enclosure was not uncommon in New England cemeteries, Snce anima grazing kept the grass short
and, thereby, reduced the maintenance required by the town (Gushing, "Town Commons’, Old-Time New England.

1961). The endoaure kept the animds from straying. 1t isnot known whether the Center Burying Ground wes used as
padiure after Hall moved away from Sutton to Pomfret, Connecticut in 1759 (Coll, p. 14).

The rudiments of a gone fencestill survive onthe perimeter of the Burying Ground. 1tispresumed that the present done
fenceisa survivor of the enclosurethat Dr. Hall agreed to build.

The Center Burying Ground in Relation to Other Sutton Cemeteries

The Center Burying Ground was st agde by the Sutton Proprietors & the time of the early settlement of the town. It
remained inuse from about 1719 until after 1862, when the town opened Howard Cemeatery on Armsby Road outside the
Sutton Center Historic District. Howard Cemetery, now expanded from itsoriginal Sze, still sarvesas an active town
cemeeay today. Another cemetery eteblished by the Town of Sutton was the Paupers Cemetery. Located near the
Sutton Town Farm, which provided carefor the indigent, it was in active use from about the time of the establishment of
the Town Farm in 1837 until the farm ceesed operation in 1942.  Other town-owned cemeteries still in active use today
are the Wilkinsonville and West Sutton cemeteries. Both were originally privately owned but have snce come under the
care of the town.

Today the Town of Sutton caresfor saverd cemeteries that originally were privately owned. Not only do they include
former neighborhood cemeteries, such as those in the Sutton villages of West Sutton and Wilkinsonville, but dso severd
formerly family-owned cemeteries. Among those isthe Woodbury-Cole Burying Ground (Map # 32A), whichis located
within the boundsof the Sutton Center Historic District.

Town Pound

A town pound was built in 1719 on the north dde of Boston Road.  Sutton Town Records, volume 1, recordsavote
regarding the construction of atown pound & the sscond town meseting held on March 17, 1718/19. It was voted to build
apound by "1"* May next" with a charge of three pounds per settler'sright to defray the costs. John Page, settler of
Settler's Lot 27 (32 Proprietors Map, lllustration # 1) was voted pound keeper.

A pound was an enclosure for the safekeeping of animds until claimed by their owners. Typicaly built of sone, town-
owned pounds srved communities that practiced common land farming. The Sutton Proprietors Records indicate that
the townwas originally laid out on the basisof common land. In the early days when the town held common pagtures,
the herdaman in chargewould have ddivered the cattle of community members to the town pound on Boston Roed & the

(continued)
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end of aday of grazing in the common pagtiure. The animds would have been held there until retrieved by their owners.

The lot upon which the original Sutton Town Pound stood (Parcd #3, 2 rods sgquare) now belongs to the Darius Russl|
House. 324 Boston Road (Map # 20, MHC # 53). Its precise location can be ssen on Sutton Assessors Map # 16, Lot 61
as the rectangular extension a the far west end of the lot. Current research hes not identified the reason for the placement
of the pound on land that was gpparently not owned by the town. Today the Town Pound. Boston Road (Map # 40, MHC
#907) dandson town-owned property immediately west of the Town Hearse Houss, just beyond the northwest comer of
the Burying Ground lot. It wes located on this Ste between about 1790 and 1830 when the earlier town pound was moved
here from itsoriginal position acrossthe road. It is not known for what reason the decision was made to move the pound
to its present location.

Current ressarch hes not medeit clear how long the practice of farming on common land was carried on in Sutton. After
the use of common agricultural fieldsand common pasturage was abandoned, pounds were ussd to hold stray livestock
until claimed.

Roads

Boston Road

Bogton Road is believed to have originated as aNative trail and to have been adgpted for use by English colonists.
According to an entry in the Sutton Proprietors records, this road, known as the "road from Oxford to Marlborough", wes
officially laid out in 1716 (History of Sutton. vol. |, p.22). According to that entry, Boston Road extended from "the
farms’ (common land) eestward to Cold Spring Brook in what is now the Wilkinsonville section near the eesem
boundary of the town. It was six rods wide laid out "from the heeds of the proprietors lotts' (sse Illustration # 2 for the
section of Boston Road included in the Sutton Center Historic District). This route wes caled "the Country road” whenit
was mentioned in the description of the land st asdefor Sutton's meeting house, training field, and burying ground a the
timethey were formally described in the Proprietors records (p. 127) in 1732.

At an early date Boston Road was amagjor regiona esst-west highway. Early mgpsindicate that this road was part of the
most direct route between settlements a Providence, Rhode |dand; Worcester, Massachusatts, and Boston. Milestones
indicating the distance from Boston were placed along it, possbly in 1771. Some of these historic milestones still survive
but. are located outsde the Sutton Center Historic District.

Town Road (no longer extant)

The Proprietors document noted above aso mentioned another road, a'"town road"”, bounding the west sde of the town
land. It was apparently this same road that was mentioned as the westem boundary of the 30-acre ot st asdefor Rev.
David Hall when he was settled here as the town's minister in 1729 (Proprietors Records, p. 102). That road was
described as a'three-Rod way," referring to itswidth. Thisroad wes aroute running south from Boston Road. 1t was
discontinued about 1793 when its northemmost section was deaded to the owners of the property of the Dr. David Hall. J.
House (Map # 39, MHC # 52) of which itisstill part. The only other early road running south from Boston Road neer the
town center intersection was Putnam Hill Road, located about a quarter of a mile further west.

Singletary Avenue
Singletary Avenue, serving as aroute from Sutton Meeting House to the town of Worcester, was opened as a county road

(continued)
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in 1736. Itislikely that aroad followed this same route at an even earlier date Snce the town's first grist mill was located
north of the meeting house ste on the eedt Sde of Singletary Lake.

Putnem Hill Road
Putnam Hill Road, aformer nativetrail, was first madea county road in 1772 for travel from Sutton Meeting House to the
town of Douglas. It may have existed as atown road for some time before that.

Uxbridge Road

According to Worcester County records, Uxbridge Road was made acounty road in 1805. 1t may bethat it first came into
use locally at about the timethat the town road described above wes discontinued. According to the 1795 mep of Sutton,
the 1751 meseting housewas Stuated just opposite Singletary Avenue, in the gpproximeate location of the present northem
end of Uxbridge Road. The fact that Uxbridge Road isnot shown onthe 1795 mgp may not meen that it did not exist yet,
snce only major roadswere shown on that mgp. Uxbridge Road is described inan 1819 deaed for the Hall-Mills House
(Map # 53, MHC # 96) as "the road leading from Sutton to Uxbridge."

Cole Avenue

Cole Avenue, adead-end dreet, was madeapublicway in 1893. From that time until the early 1940s, therewas only one
dwelling on Cole Avenue. The greet tekes its namefrom William E. Cole, whose dwelling, the so-cdled "Ocean House"
7 Cole Avenue (Map # 87, MHC # 42), was moved herein about 1850.

Dudley Drive '

Dudley Drive, on which sandsa sngle house, is shown on the Sutton Assessor's map as astreet. Probably opened about
1967, when the housewas built, this street has never been acoepted by the town as a public way.

Early Schools

The Sutton Proprietors originally st asde 200 acres located immediately eedt of the training field (later known as Sutton
Common) for the benefit of the town's schools. Town records show that in 1725 the town voted to sell some of the school
land to raise money for school expenses. All was to be sold except for a30 acrelot to be reserved fbr later sdle That lot,
Proprietors Lot # 19 (lllustration # 2), includes the lot where the present Congregational Meeting House (Map # 50)
dandsand land to its eest. No action was taken by the town to provide schools until about 1732. The earliest Sutton
schools were held in private homesa severd locations throughout the territory of the town. According to Hurd's History
of Worcester County, school was kept in the house of John Gibbs in 1732, Gibbs, who owned Settlers Lot # 18 (sse
Ilustration # 1), lived in ahouse that may have been incorporated into the present LeBaron-Waters-\Whedock House a
334 Boston Road (Map #23). In that year John Smith, a Sutton proprietor, served as schoolmeder.

Histories of Sutton do not make clear the date of the actual construction of the first school in town. Whenever it wes
finally built, it was located on the approximeate Ste of the present Congregational Meeting House. It is assumed that this
origina school building served the town center for many years, until the completion of a new school (see below for Center
School/Masonic Hall) in 1824. At that time, the old building of the first school was moved acrossthe street to a location
near the Slence Putnam House. 312 Boston Road (Map # 16) where it was usad for some time as alaw office. At an
unidentified date before 1876, the building was moved away to alocation outside the historic district on Uxbridge Road
where it was "meade into adwelling-house" (History of Sutton. vol. |, p. 288), which still Sandstoday.

(continued)
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Early Development in Sutton Center

Becausethe origina settlersbuilt their houses on forty-acrelots, therewas initially no concentrated settlement at the town
center near the meatinghouse on the Town Common. Study of mgpsand town histories suggedts that houseswere
scattered out sparsdly adong Boston Road until well after the American Revolution. Even fewer houses ssem to have
sood on Singletary Avenue. Development there was gpparently gparseuntil the mid-19* century.

Reativdy soon after the esablismant of the town, thefi rstminister's house was built (call 720) on the Ste of the presant BrighaV
"Fairview Fam. 298 Bodon Roed (Map # 8). A tavem (no longer danding, see above) wes e<o built near the meding house & an
ealy dete on the Ste of the Methodis ChurdvYHdlbrook House 318 Bogon Roed (Méap # 18). Another dwelling, the house for the
town's second minister, is known to have been built near the medinghouse a an early date. It is believed to have sood
on the gdte of the present Hall-Mills House (Map # 53), 10 Uxbridge Road possibly as early as 1729. A house occupied by
John Gibbs was sanding on the north sde of Bogon Road by 1732, when the first public school dassesin Sutton were
hdld there. That house may be part of the LeBaron-Waters\Whedock House 334 Boston Road.

In 1738 permission was given by the town to Elisha Putnam, Corndlius Putnam, and Elisha Putnam, J. to build gables on
the common near the medtinghouse. It isunclear exactly where these sableswere located and how they were to be used.
However, it is possble that they were horse shaedsfor the medtinghouse.  Town records show that in 1747 permission "'to
Build Stables somewhare on ye common near ye medting-house but not on ye road.” was given to Deacon Benjamin
Woodbury, Issec Putnam, Edward Putnam, Samud Chace, Josgph Woodbury, and Danid Dike. It isnot clear whether or
not both setsof sheds were actually built or, if so, where they were located or for how long they sood. However, the
1876 History of Sutton mentions shedsbuilt eest of the Slence Putnam House on Boston Road (sse Map # 15 for location
of this shed site), "long ago by fathers who worshipped in the old church” (page 288, vol. |). The description suggests
that these hedswere built a leest 100 years before that history was written in 1876. These sheds possibly the same as
or replacements of, those built in 1738, gopear in a 1904 photograph (lllustration # 5) (sse dso lllustration # 7). In
addition to serving their original purpose, they dso sarved as alocal meeting goot. During the early 20* century, farmers
us=d them, through the 1930sand later, as acollection point for milk pick-up by dairy trucks. They were severdy
damagad in 1938 by the great hurricane. Two sections remained standing for atime, but eventualy were removed in the
early 1950s. The lot where they stood isnow vacant.  Milk pick-up continued at that location for sometime even after
the remova of the sheds There were also similar sheds(no longer standing), probably of alater dale, located directly
south of the 1829 Congregational mestinghouse.

Current research has not shown how many houses were actually built during the early 18* century upon theforty-acre
settlers lots shown on the Sutton Proprietors Map of settlers lots (on the north sSde of Boston Road) and on the thirty-
acreproprietors lots (on the south sde of Boston Road) (see Illustration # 2 for arangement of settlers and proprietors
lotsalong Bogton Road). It ispresumed that mog were built upon a arelatively early date. The areasin between these
early dwellings were gradualy filled inwith more housesover time, especiadly as fathers divided up their holdings among
their children. Even with the gradud subdivision of the original lot 9zes, housesmogtly remained some distance gpart
from one another.

In any cass it gopearsthat atrue "center village" did not begin to form in Sutton Center until the- late 18* century. Sutton
Center waas not done inthe timing of its devdopment as avillage cluster. As hes been shown by the work of Josgph S
Wood, New England villages, on the whole, did not grow up as densdy populated centersuntil the late 18* and early 19*
century period.

(continued)
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No housesexisted on Uxbridge Road until after 1800 with the exceptions of the call729 home of Rev. David Hall ad its
succesor on the same dite, the call 770's Hall-Mills House. 10 Uxbridge Road. Rev. Hall's son, Josgph, was responsible
for the first devdopment of land south of the Hall-Mills House on Uxbridge Road when he built two houseson land
inherited from his father more than a decade after the county road was opened therein 1805. Devedopment of the strip of
Hall-Mills property fronting on the south sdeof the town common did not occur until about 1832 and after, when Simon
Woodbury built a store/shoe shop directly acrossthe road from the Hall-Mills House,

Surviving Dwellings of Presumed Pre-Revolutionary Date

Severd housesin Sutton Center have been tentatively identified as dating from before the American Revolution. All of
these presumed pre-Revolutionary houses have beaen the homes of a notable ssquence of important members of the Sutton
community, and all of them aso ssem to have undergone numerous changesover their lifetimes. Further physical and
documentary research is necessary to confirmthat these housesare, infact, as old as they are believed to be and to
identify the changes madeto them and the authors of those changes over time.

The Dagget-Tenney House. 34 Singletary Avenue (Map # 79, MHC # 46, Photo # 8), like early-mid-18* ¢, is of
outstanding significance both as an exceptionally well preserved example of 18* century architecture and for its
association with persons of historical importance and influencein the community. The actud date of congtruction of this
houseis not known, athough it (or, more likely, the nudeus of it) is believed to have beaen built by Ebenezer Dagget (d.
1762). Dagget and his brother, Samud, were among the original thirty families to settle in Sutton (History of Sutton. vol.
[, p.630).

Daniel Tenney (1720-1812) and his son, Smon Tenney (1746-1838), were the next owners. Daniel married Rebekah
Dickinson (1719-1803) in 1743. They lived in ahousethat is no longer standing on the south sde of Boston Road west of
the Dr. David Hall, Jr. House on the gpproximate dte of 335 Boston Road (Map # 38). Itisunclear how the Dagget house
was usad during his ownership, Snceit gppears that they did not live here. Their son, Simon, married Sarah Trask in
1772. At the time of the Revolutionary War, they were living in ahouse outside the historic district on the dte of the
John Hall, J. Housea 2 Burbank Road. However, by the 1790's he may have bean living in the Dagget-Tenney House,
snce aglasspanein the window over the front door bears the inscription "Simon Tenney, Sutton, 1-792".

Simon's son. Major Daniel Tenney (1773-1860), occupied the house after him. Tenney carried on alarge and important
woodworking business here (sse below under Woodworking for more on Daniel Tenney). Inaddition, he is described in
the history as having served as town clerk, and having been ajustice of the peace trial justice, a conveyancer (who wrote
more desds than any other in town), civil engineer, and asurveyor. Hewas afreemason of the highest order in the Sate.
He is said to have possessad a great amount of red estate. Danid Tenney married Betsey Waters in 1797 and had seven
children. Ore of them was Smon Tenney (1799-1856), trader, who built the Brick Block (Map# 17, MHC # 84) facing
Sutton Common.

The property upon which the LeBaron-WatersWhedock House 334 Boston Road (Map# 23, MHC # 57, Photo # 6)
dandsbeonged to early settler John Gibbs. Because of certain features found in the house (see description in Section 7),
it gppears that an early house, possibly dating as early as Gibbs ownership, may be incorporated into the present structure.
In addition to being an example of 18* century architecture, this house dso has important historical associations over its
long history. The property, and possibly dso the house, are associated with John Gibbs, who first settled in Suttonin
about 1720 and married Mary Chass, daughter of tavernkegper, Philip Chase, in 1732. A dwelling, apparently on this dite,
in which he was living in 1732 was used to housethe first public school dassesin the town of Sutton. Itisbelieved that
(continued)
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thiswas the home of Lazarus LeBaron before he built the Lazarus LeBaron Tavem. 297 Boston Road in 1794. |t weas
later the home of Gardner Waters, who gavethe clock to the 1751 Congregationd Meeting House in the 1790s He was
ucosaded in ownership by Major Josiah Whedock, who married Waters widow. Whedock, a clock and watchmaker
and jeweler, wes the inventor of the Whedock watch, which was said to have been the "best watch of histime" and a
"great improvement” on the verge watch. Whedock gave an organ to the church. During the early 20* century the house
was occupied by Charles N. Woodbury, who moved herein 1904. The building for Woodbury's meet sore (sse Stores)
still gandsat the rear of the house.

The Dr. David Hall. . House. 327 Boston Road, ca1753-1755 (MHC #52) is another important early house in Sutton
Center believed to date from the pre-Revolutionary period. Thishousehas along history and has associationswith
sverd early Sutton physicians and with personsof influencein the town. 1t aso served for atime as atavern. Dueto the

financial difficulties of the origina owner and his father, it is d0 assodated with awell-known figurein American
history. Sutton's second minister. Rev. David Hall, built the housefor his son. Dr. David Hall, J. (b.I732), a physician,
who married Mary Barrett in 1755. The lot on which this housewas built was part of the original 132 acres deaded by the
town to Rev. Hall in 1729 when he acoepted the pogt as pastor of the Congregational Society. Dr. Hall isrecorded as
having had atavem license in 1756, suggesting that the house served that purposefor a leest one year, if not more.

Through afailed mortgage on the house, the property came into the ownership of Thomas Hancock of Boston from 1759
to 1764. It was then taken over by Hancock's son, John Hancock (of Declaration of Indgpendence fame), from 1764 to
1785. During the period that the housewas owned by the Hancocks, it wes rented to Rev. Hall. 1tisundear who
occupied it during this time.

Elijah Putnam, atrader who operated a store on the site of the present Brick Block, bought the housein 1785 shortly
before Rev. Hall'sdeath. In 1790 it passad to Dr. Stephen Monroe (1758-1826), a Sutton physician, who was married to a
daughter of Lazarus LeBaron (see Lazarus LeBaron Tavem). After Monroe's deeth, the housewas owned by his son-in-
law. Dr. David March (1785-1829), d<0 a physician, who had joined himin his practice in 1815. It ssams that Monroe
and March may both have occupied the housetogether.

During the mid and late 19* century, the house seas to have served as arentd property. During thistime, from about
1839 to 1859, S J. Woodbury, atenant, manufactured shoesin abam (no longer standing) here. A greenhouseand
floriculture busnesswas oparated here by Loren C. Hoyle, who bought the houseand lived herefrom 1881 to 1914. (all
of abovefrom Coll, "Hancock-Hal Houseg")

The Whipple-Mills-Siblev House. 372 Boston Road, 1765, Georgian (Map # 23, MHC # 36), is assodiated with severd
important membersof the Sutton community over many years. The main body of the houss, or part of it, isbelieved to
have been built by John Whipple in 1765 on what had been Proprietors Lot # 15, originally owned by Thomas Gleason
(Proprietors Map, Illustration # 1). Built about time Whipple married hiswife, Susanna, the housewas next occupied by
their son, John, who sold it to Rev. Edmund Mills (see Hall-Mills House for more on Mills) about 1803. Rev. Mills, the
padtor of the Congregationa church in Sutton, lived herefor about fifteen years. The house then passed to the Honorable
Jonas Sibley, amean of "prominence and influence” in the town. He represented Sutton in the state legidature for nineteen
yearsand a0 sarved as date senator and represented the Worcester Congressona District in the United States Congress.
Hemarried Lydia Rice and hed three children. Their son, Jones L. Sibley, Esg. lived here after them. The younger Sibley
graduated from Brown University in 1814, studied law with Hon. Levi Lincoln of Worcester, and was admitted to the bar
(continued)
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in 1817. Hemarried Margaret N. Monroe, the daughter of Sutton physician. Dr. Stephen Monroe (sse above Dr. David
Hall. J. House for Dr. Monroe). One of the Sibleys is believed to have built the ell. JonasL. Sibley had his officethere.
Like his father, JonesL. Sibley represented the town in the Sate legidature for severd years. He was gppointed by
Presdent Andrew Jackson as United States marshd for the port of Boston. The houseremained in the Sibley family
through the femdeline. The Sibley's ddest daughter, Susan, married a lawyer, the Hon. John D. McCrate, who was the
owner until his degth in 1879. Although they lived in Maine, they maintained the family homestead. The next owner was
JamesW. Stockwell, Esg. of Sutton, who was married to JonasL. Sibley's daughter, Frances. Stockwell was aprominent
figurein town, active in the educationd and civic live of Sutton. He served for many years as Sutton Treasurer and Tax
Collector, and was a member of the library and school boards. 1n 1879 he was a Sate senator. He wes active in Sutton
agriculture and agricultural organizations. He aso sarved as Seoretary of the Massachusetts Board of Agriculture. In
1927 Stockwell sold the house out of the family to Stephen E. Benjamin, amill executive, who was dso active in town
affairs. The house now sarvesas the rectory for St. Mark's Roman Catholic Church.

Other Traces of Sutton's Pre-Revolutionary History

Although by 1751 the town center had not yet begun to grow into aconcentrated village, an important building project
was undertaken therein that year. The original megtinghouse had becometoo small for the growing town. Work ona
new medtinghouse was begun and completed severd yearslater. Located on the Common approximately opposte the
present Brick Block, it dood ashort digance esdt of the earlier meetinghouse. At the time of the congtruction of the new
meeting house, a continuous line of sepping donesis sad to have bean laid leading to its south entrance from the front
door of the home of the minister. Rev. David Hall, on the site of the present Hall-Mills House.  The 1878 History of
Sutton, vol. |, noted that the portion of the row that existed dosest to Rev. Hall'shousewas inplace a that time. A row
of gepping sones, presumably this same walkway, can still be ssentoday |eading northward acrossthe front lawn of the
Hall-Mills House,

Rebuilding on Existing House Sitesand Subdivision of Original Lots

From the early daysof the town until around the mid 19 century, many of the new dwellings built in Sutton Center were
either rebuildings of earlier houses on existing Sites or were housssbuilt as part of the subdivision of apiece of property
within afamily. By noting thesedwellings, it is possble to get an idea of where houseshed sood in the early 18*
century, as well as how the original lots were being subdivided. For example, the Nathaniel Carriel House (Map # 26,
MHC # 91), 346 Boston Road, ca.l 752, was built on the dte of the earlier houseof Mrs. Carriel's father, Samud Dwight,
who had sttled there in 1730. Capt. Josgph Elliott, who married another of Dwight's daughters, built a house (no longer
sanding) next door to the eest of Carriel on the gpproximate Ste of 338 Boston Road (Map # 25).

The Dr. David Hall. . House. 327 Boston Road, 1755 (Map # 39, MHC # 52) wes built by Rev. David Hall for his son,
subdividing part of his own farm for the house lot. In 1729 Rev. Hall had bought Proprietors Lot 17, on which theDr.
Hall House stands, to augment his home lot, Proprietors Lot 18 (see Illustration # 2 for lots). 1t is presumed that Rev.
Hall bought this additional lot as undeveloped land and that, athough it had originally been laid out as a Proprietors Lot,
no earlier dwelling sood on it prior to the congtruction of this new house,

Rev. Hall'sown ca.l 729 house gppears to have been replaced sometime around the 1780sby a new house on the same

dte, the Hall-Mills House. 10 Uxbridge Road. 1t isunclear whether that housewas ever occupied by Rev. Hall himself,

dnce he died in 1789. However, itisdear that the present house was the home of Rev. Mills' son, Joseph, known s

"Madgter Josgph’, who was an important figure in the town because of his skill as ateacher. The present houseweas later
(continued)
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owned by Rev. Hall's successor. Rev. Edmund Mills. His-descendants occupied the house until the late 20* century.

Other examples of subdivisions of properties include the following, which occurred after the Revolutionary War:

The John Morse House. 254 Boston Road (Map #2, MHC # 70, Photo # 10), ca.l815, built immediately west of the house
of Morse's father and grandfather (no longer standing); the Stockwell-Lombard House. 64 Singletary Avenue (Map # 85,
MHC #48), ca 1820s, built by John Stockwell on the dite of the house of Peter Sihley (b.1751); and the Smon Tenney
House 22 Singletary Avenue (Map # 74, MHC # 43), cl827, built by Capt. Daniel Tenney for his son on the Ste of an
earlier house built by Samud Dagget. Thiswas presumably one of the earliest house gtesin town, snce Samud Dagget
and his brother, Ebenezer were among the original thirty families to settle in Sutton. Smon Tenney's father, Danid, lived
immediately north of this Ste in the Dagget-Tenney House. 34 Singletary Avenue, mid-18* c. Photo # 8), originally the
home of Ebenezer Dagget. Although it is uncertain whether or not a new house entirely replaced an earlier house onthis
lot, the houseitself gppears to have bean enlarged severd times during the 18 and 19* centuries.

POST-REVOLUTIONARY SUTTON

Sutton's Economy

Economic conditions were favorable in Sutton following the Revolution. According to Peter Whitney's 793 History of
Worcester County. Sutton was both the sscond wealthiest and ssoond largest town in Worcester County & that time.
Brookfield was the largest. Whitney reported that in 1793 the town hed three fulling mills, six sawmills, ten gristmills,
sven triphammers, five scythe, hoe and ax shops, one paper mill, one oil mill, and six potash works. Comb-making and
card-making were a0 begun during this period. Larger scale industry was soon to take its place in Sutton as the
Industrial Revolution began to teke hold dong itswaterways. By the mid-1820s, three textile mills were operating here.
Trangportation improved during the early yearsof the 19 century, encouraging the town's industry and trade. The
Central Turnpike, an improved ees-west route through the southem section of town, opened in 1826. 1n 1828 the opening
of the Blackstone Cand through the Sutton village of Wilkinsonville facilitated the trangportation of local raw materids
and manufactured goods to and from Worcester, Providence, and beyond. Especialy during the early yearsof the 19*
century, Sutton's earlier sucoessin agriculture was further augmented by the increase in market farming that wes
promoted by the growth of industry and improved transportation in the region.

It was during thistime of prosperity that many of the houses that survivetoday in Sutton were built.  There was an
increase both in the building of new housesand in the enlargement and remodeling of existing houssshere. Asareault,
larger and more degant houses began to gppear in Sutton Center.  Blossoming industry and market agriculture
encouraged busginesses, helping to spur the growth of Sutton Center es adudstered  settlement.

As aresult of a good economy and the positive attitude and nationaligtic feeling that exigted following the Revolution, a
spirit of "improvemenf becamewidespread in New England during the late 18 and early 19 centuries. Extensive
changesmarked Sutton's farming habits, settlement patterns, and architectural expectations during thisperiod.

Late 18"-Early 19" Century Formation of a"Center Village"

Although afew housesand avery limited amount of commercid activity did exist near the megtinghouse in Sutton Center

before the end of the 18 century, the settlement here ssams to have been quite oarseuntil just before 1800. Itis dear

that only afew houses were scattered in this areaduring the early and mid 18+ century, while the number of budnesses
(continued)
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sa71s to have bean even fewer. Itiscertain that a leest one tavem exised here even beforethe mid 18* century, but it is
not known when the first sore gppeared in the village. At an early date in the history of the town, travel along Boston
Road, sometimes dso known as "King's Highway," probably crested a certain amount of budnessfor the tavem across
the road from the meeting house. Thistraffic may also have encouraged other ancillary busness enterprises, such ssa
gore and possbly a blacksmith's shop, in the town center. However, current reseerch hes uncovered little mention of the
character and number of busnessesin Sutton Center before the end of the 18* century.

Ore gore isknown to have exiged in the center by the 1780s 1t sood on the Ste of the present Brick Block (Map # 17,
MHC # 84), 314 Boston Road. 1t may have been in operation even earlier, Snce ashop, built by sorekeeper Elisha
Putnam, hed dready ood on that ste when tavem kegper FoUandoee Chase sold Putnam that lotin 1773, By the mid-
1790s therewere a least two goresin the center. In addition to the sore on the ste of the Brick Block, another is known
to have been assodiated with the Lazarus LeBaron Tavem (Map# 9, MHC # 75), 297 Boston Road. It gppears that a
blacksmith shop (no longer standing) may have bean built as early as the 1780sor 1790sin associaion with the property
on which the Darius Russal House (Map # 20, MHC # 53), 324 Boston Road, was built between about 1794 and 1805.
Darius Russll, ablacksmith, bought the land from Gideon Walker, another blacksmith, in 1785. He and his brother, aso
a blacksmith, bought a contiguous parce with buildings (possibly ablacksmith shop) from Walker in 1792.

During the early yearsof the 19* century, there may have been as many as three or more doresin the center. In
commenting on the prosperity of the early yearsof the 19* century, the History of Sutton. vol. | (p.283), noted that there
were three tavems operating in the center "filled every night with lodgers, and their gableswith horses” Also mentioned
isthe large amount of business carried out by the sore on the ste of the Brick Block:

Thetrade in that old sorewas very different from the trade of the presant time, and the traders
there all becamerich. They took infarmers produce, and sat ateam to Boston every week.

It was no unusud sight to see severd whole hogson the counter a atime. They bought beef,
pork, butter, cheess, grain, poultry, eggs wool, feathers, flax, and infi neany thing that the
farmersthen raised.

These successfid busnesseswere mostly concentrated a ong Boston Road near the Meeting House.. Although Simon J.
Woodbury built a sore south of the common, on the ste of the present house a 4 Church Circuit (Map #51), about 1832,
it was somewhat removed from the more dense commercid development adong Boston Road. The northwest and
northeest comersof the intersection of Boston Road and Singletary Avenue became the main business node of the village.
If thetown had continued to grow, it ssams that alarger busnessdistrict would haveformed around thisnode. 1t might
have extended westward along Boston Road, where severd  bus ness enterprises (tavems, shops, dores, and hoe
manufacturing) were undertaken beginning in the late 18th century, continuing through the 19* century and even intothe
early 20* century. For example, Jonathan Howard operated awhedlwright's shop here, probably during the 1830s His
dhop isnow atached to the southwest corner of the Nathaniel Carriel House (Map # 26, MHC #91), 346 Boston Road.

A blacksmith's shop was aso operating on this same place & an unspecified date. An expanding businessdistrict in the
center village might also have extended aong the southem end of Singletary Avenue (Photo # 5), where the Dudley-
Shaman Blacksmith Shop (Map # 60, MHC #102), 6 Sngletary Avenue, and livery sablesexisted in the mid and late
19* century. Charles N. Woodbury operated a meat gore behind his house, the LeBaron-WatersWhedock House. 334
Bogon Road (Map # 23, MHC # 57) during the early yearsof the 20* century.

(continued)
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Civic Improvement and New Public and Institutional Buildings

More and larger dwellings, and afew stores, blacksmith shops, and new tavems began to gppear in Sutton Center during
the yearsjust before and after the turn of the 19* century. Asaresult, the areanear the Common became more densdly
sdttled and more refined in its gppearance than before.  The congtruction of anew school, a stylish new Congregationd
medtinghouse, a powderhouse, and a hearse house gradually gave a new more dense civic presanceto the growing center
village.

Town Powder House and the North Training Field

In 1801 a powderhouse was built after it was voted a town meeting "to cause the gunpowder to be immediately removed
from the meeting house." Sutton, like many other Massachusetts towns, stored its supply of gunpowder for military
reediness in the town meeting house. Alsolike other towns coming to terms with the danger of keeping a supply of
explogve materia inabuilding where the entire town gathered regularly, it finally made the decision to build a separate
place for gunpowder Sorage.

New England town commons and training fieldsaso often sarved ardated military purpose as the Ste for powderhouses
to store the town's gunpowder supply. Sutton's powder house doesnot survivetoday. According to local tradition, a
powderhouse existed on atraining ground, separate from the Sutton Common, that occupied an areaon the north sde of
Boston Road behind the farmhouse a Brigham/Fairview Farm (298 Boston Road, Map # 8). According to local land
surveyor Dave Lavallee, foundations believed to have been those of the powderhouse were located many yearsego by two
loca men, Walter and Holland Shaw, on the westemmoaogt portion of alot recorded by the Town of Sutton Assessors on
Map #16, Lot #107 (letter 5/26,2000, D. Rosso to S Ceccacai, relating conversation with Lavallee in Spring, 2000). Its
position (lllustration # 3) was not far eest of the eesteam (rear) property lines of the present houses at 12 and 16 Singletary
Avenue. Itsgenard location can be ssen in the background on the far right Sde of Photo # 4.

It isunclear precisely during what time period the separatetraining field sarved the town. However, an agricultura field
name still used as recently as the 1930sreflects the earlier military use of this piece of property. Helping out with haying
on the Brigham Farm as a boy, present-day Sutton resident Bud Gumey remembearswondering why one of thefieldswas
known as "the training field." About 1934 he was told by his great-unde, Henry Putnam, whose wife was aBrigham, that
it hed that name because it was once used as amilitia training ground for the loca militia (letter Rossio to Ceccacci based
upon telephone satement Gumey to Rossio, 5/25/2000). Ben MacLaren, recently decessed, also remembered that when
he was aboy that the same field was known as "the training field." Hewastold that the old town powder house had once
gdood there (letter Rosso to Ceccacci, bessd on persond  recollections of conversations Rosso with MacLaren,
5/25/2000).

Current research has not made it dear whether thistraining field, now private property, was actually owned by the Town
of Sutton & the timeit was used for that purpose. Some Massachusettstowns rented training fieldsfrom private owners.
Brief efforts a dead research have not ansvered this ownership question to date.

Hearse House

In 1811, the town voted a town meeting to buy two hearses and to erect suitable buildings to deposit them in. There was
to be one for each parish (the other parish, the north parish, became the town of Millbury in 1813). Itisasumed that
Sutton Center's first hearse housewas built around thistime. The present Town Hearse House (Map # 41,

MHC # 85), Boston Road, Late 19* Century astylistic, was probably built sometime about 1870 or later. 1t dandsnear the

(continued)
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northwest comer of the burying ground lot. Current research has not shown whether or not its location isthe same as that
of the earlier hearse house.

During the 1820s two new institutional buildingsfurther contributed to the dignity and village-like gppearance of the town
center:

Center School/Masonic Hall

The Sutton Center School/Rufus Putnam Hall (Map# 43, MHC #54, Photo # 3), 4 Uxbridge Road, 1824, wes built
cooperétively by the town and the local chapter of the Fraterna Order of Masons to sarve both as a school and asa
Masonic hall. Thisbuilding continued to play an important role as a school for the next approximately 150 years.
Beginning in 1874, it became the home of thetown's first high school, which was held on the upper floor while the lower
floor was occupied by the eight grades of dementary school. It housed the high school until a separate high school
building (no longer standing) was built on Singletary Avenue (Map # 62). Thisbuilding last served the town as a public
dementary school in the early 1950s Today the town's schools are al located just outsde the Sutton Center Historic
District, immediately west of the intersection of Bogon and Putnam Hill roads. Still the property of the Town of Sutton
today, the Center School/Rufiis Putnam Hall houses the Sutton Historical Society and its museum.

Congregationd Mestinghouse

A new medtinghouse was built afew years after the new school. The present Congregetional Meeting House (Map # 50,
MHC # 99, Photo # 2, Illustration # 7), 307 Bogon Road, was built shortly after afire destroyed the town's 1751 meeting
house on the night of November 3, 1828. A dte was sdected on the eest Sde of the Common for the new building.
Paced on asgpparaelot dl itsown, it did not sit on the Common proper as the town's earlier two mestinghouses had.

Although Sutton Center'stwo earlier Congregational mesatinghouses had both stood on the Common, each had occupied a
different location. The first medtinghouse had sood just eest of the burying ground on the gpproximate site of Rufus

Putnam Hall and faced eesward onto the Common. The second medtinghouse had dood eedt of the first one> more or less
opposite Singletary Avenue. With its back to Boston Road, the main feBade of the building faced south onto the Common

Further research is necessary to leam the precise reasonsfor the rel ocation of the meetinghouse off of the town-owned
Common. However, itislikely that it had to do with the fact that the official separation of religious and town affairs wes
affirmed in Massachusetts a about the same time, requiring the town and church to function as two unrelated entities.
With the inauguration of the new mestinghouse, Sutton town mestings began to be held in a separate oacefrom religious
meetings. The town mede ayearly payment of $25.00 to the Congregational Society for the use of the basement room of
the meetinghouse for town mesetings. (History of Sutton. vol. |, p. 152)

Busnessand Industry in Sutton Cdnter

Taverns

During the late 18*-early 19* century period of the early devdopment and growth of Sutton Center as a center village,
sverd tavernsare known to have been in operation here. 1t isnot presently dear exactly how many of them werein
budnessa the same time. In addition to the Old Sutton Tavem mentioned above, the following tavems are known to
have exiged in the center:

(continued)
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Lazarus LeBaron Tavem. 297 Bogon Road (Map # 9. MHC #75). 1794

Two tavems have occupied this Ste. Hale's Tavem was inbudnessa 297 Bogon Road, when Lazarus LeBaron bought
the property about 1777. Referenceis mede to Jonethan Hale, innkeeper, as early as 1754. Hde left Sutton inthe 1770s
In 1794, LeBaron replaced the old tavem building with the present one.

Lazarus LeBaron (d.1827), destribed as agracious and gentlemanly hogt, was married consecutively to two of the
daughters of tavernkegper FoUangbee Cheseof the"Old Sutton Tavem' nearby. 1n addition to operating the tavern,
LeBaron dsoran agore in a sgparate building (no longer standing) on the place.

Eliot Tavem
The other tavemn operating a the same time as LeBaron's sood further west on the north sde of Boston Road.

Apparently operated by Maj. Josgph Elliot, it ssams to have been located a a dte near the modem house a 338 Boston
Road (Map # 25).

March Tavem [Edes Howe House. 301 Boston Road (Map # 10, MHC # 79)]

At atime during the 1820s the brothers Jaoob March and Dr. David March operated atavem at thislocation.

Tavems a 327 Boston Road

According to Dennis Coil'sresearch, the Dr. David Hall. . House (Map # 39, MHC # 52), 327 Boston Road, saved es
atavem a three different times. David Hall, J. held atavemkeeper'slicense in 1756. Itisnot known how long he kept
tavem at thisdte. A reference to his property madeinaTown of Sutton warrant article for town meeting of May 8, 1758
described it as "Merchant Hall's land”, suggesting that he was operating a business (possibly atavem) on the property &
that time. For only ashort time in the late 1830sCapt. James T. Eliot kept atavem a thissite. Eliot sold the property in
1839. At an unidentified later date, aJohn Shaman isaso sad to have kept tavem here. Ressarch of Worcester County
and Suffolk County liquor licensesfor the 18¢ and 19* centuries could give more information about the dates of operation
and ownership of both tavems and gtores in Sutton during the period , such material could help provide a better
understanding of that agpect of the use of this house.

Stores

The Important Role of 314 Boston Road inthe Commercial History of Sutton Center

"Old Sutton Tavem™ Store

During the first part of the 19* century, a dore isknown to have occupied a sgparate building on the grounds of the "Old
Sutton Tavern” (History of Sutton. vol. |, p. 275). Although it ssamslikely, itisnot cdear whether a sore might have
been operated any earlier a this location. Sumner Cole, who lived in the Cole-Woodbury House. 5 Putnam Hill Road
(Map # 30, MHC # 34), was dorekeeper herefor afew years. At an unspecified datethe sore building a "Old Sutton
Tavern" was moved to the dde of the tavem for use as abar room; It was later moved away and becamethe front part of
the Gould-Tennev House (Map # 80, MHC # 111), 33 Singletary Avenue.

Putnam's Store

Another mention of an early sore in the center isof onerun by Elijah Putnam (1749-cal790) in awood building on the

dte of the present Brick Block (Map # 17, MHC # 84) a 314 Boson Road. Putnam ssams to have been in budness here

as early as about 1780. Itisuncear whether there might have been adirect link between Putnam's sore and the earlier

dore operated in connection with the Old Sutton Tavem, since innkegper FoUandbee Chase sold aportion of the tavem

property to Elijah Putnam in 1773. Onit dreedy sood a shop that had been built by Putnam. After Elijah Putnam's
(continued)
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deeth, about 1790, the busness was carried on by his brother, Isragl, and a partner, Jacob March (1786-1823).

Brick Block

After the earlier gorebuilding a 314 Boson Road bumed, anew brick commercia block, known "The Brick Block"
(Photo # 1, Illustration # 7), was built on the samedite. Built for Smon Tenney, it was completed in 1839. On the sscond
floor was ameeting hall, known as Washington Hall.

The Brick Block is Sutton Center's largest and most imposing commercid building. A variety of retail stores,
manufacturing enterprises, and professiona offices have been housed in the Brick Block dnce its condruction. Itisthe
dte of the longest continuous commercid enterprise in the village. 1tisaso important for having housad town offices and
the public library before the construction of the first town hall.

After the construction of the Brick Block, Smon Tenney, in partnership with Josgph A.Veazie of Boston, ran agenerd
dore here under the firm nameof S Tenney & Company. He dso manufectured shoeshere. Later, in partnership with
Gibbs Lilley, Tenney continued sorekeeping & this location. During that period, Lilley's clothing manufacturing
busnesswas carried on hereas well. When Lilley moved to Indiana (about 1850), Tenney then devoted his efforts to the
manufacture of hoeshere. Others continued the operation of agore here after Tenney abandoned shopkeeping.

Numerous other personsran a sore herefrom the 1850s through mogt of the 1880s. Sutton's public library was located
herefrom the time of its establishment in 1874 until the construction in 1885 of the first town hall with goecefor the
library. Town Sdectmen aso occupied first floor offices in the building from as early 1876 until the construction of the
town hall. In 1876 shoes were still being made on the ste.

Herbert L. Ray, who had been awholesdle hay and milk dedler, ran agenerd gorein the Brick Block from about 1883 to
1902. During that period he dso kept the post office here. Ray sold out the businessto Ernest P. Putnam (E. Putnam
House. 306 Boston Road, Map# 13, MHC # 82) in 1902. Putnam sold the store to Wdlace F. King in 1904.. William
Davis, who lived in the Howard-Dodge House. 16 Singletary Avenue (Map # 68, MHC # 40), was the next proprietor of
the Brick Block General Store beginning in 1909. Davisweas the lagt to trade with farmers for sundry farm goodsona
large scdle and marketed thase goods by truck inWorcester and Northbridge eech week. The advent of supermarkets
drew off the store's business during the early 20* century, <o that the orewas closed in 1936. The Brick Block was
operated after Davis ownership as aneighborhood generd sore by Frank Paine, who lived on Boston Road eest of the
Brigham/Overlook Farm and then by Louis P. (Chewy) Gagne through the 1960s From the 1880s through the 1960s part
of the second floor sarved as gpatments. Herbert Ray lived inone of those gpartments until 1893, the King-Ray House.
11 Singletary Ave (Map # 66, MHC #'s 38 and 104). Today the Brick Block continues its commercia life as an antique

Other Storesin Sutton Center

LeBaron Store

As mentioned above, Lazarus LeBaron ran a gore (no longer sanding) a 297 Boson Road, together with histavem a the
samelocation, during the 1790s It isnot known whether a Sorewas part of the operation of the earlier tavern on that
sare ste.

LeBaron's daughter, Hannah, married storekeeper Israel Putnam in 1796. His granddaughter, Mary LeBaron Monroe,
married sorekesper Jacob Marchin 1811. No documentation has been found by current research to show whether or not
(continued)
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there were any business relationships between LeBaron and his Putnam and March relations.

Woodbury's Store

Another store, with ashoe shop upgtairs, once sood on aste & 2 Church Circuit. Run first by Smon J. Woodbury and
later by Simon Tenney and others, it began operation about 1832. See illustration for aphotogragph of this store, taken
before the building was moved to Bramanville in the town of Millbury.

Lilley's Store

After the fire that destroyed the earlier Sore on the site of the Brick Block, Gibbs Lilley opened a shop (no longer
ganding) next to his house (Gibbs Lilley House 328 Boston Road, Map #21, MHC # 59),where he sold reedy made
clothing. After going into busnessrunning agenerd dore a the Brick Block with Smon Tenney (see above), he moved
his clothing budnessthere.

Holbrook Store and Pogt Office

From about 1865 to 1888 Wilder S Holbrook kept a store and pogt officein the above-grade basament of his house, the
Methodist Church/Holbrook House, 318 Boston Road (Map # 18, MHC #51). He sold out to Herbert Ray (see above),
who moved the bugnessto the Brick Block.

Woodbury's Meat Store

Charles N. Woodbury (1855-1937) ran aretail meet store behind his house, the Lebaron-WatersWhedock House 334
Bogton Road, Map# 23, MHC # 57), beginning about 1904 when he moved herefrom ahousein the Eight Lots
neighborhood (History of Sutton, vol. I, p. 187). Mr. Woodbury was a0 an insurance agert.

Ray's Store

Sometime after 1920, much after he sold his store in the Brick Block, Herbert L. Ray (see above) built asmall store (no
longer ganding) in the front of hishousea 11 Singletary Avenue (Map # 66) where he sold ice cream, cold drinks, and
candy.

Farming

During the fiflty yearsthat followed the American Revolution, Sutton's landscepetook on amore progperous and more
orderly gppearance as farming operations were expanded, farmyardswere reorganized, and farmhouses were enlarged.
Formerly wooded land was deared and put into cultivation for the first time. Miles of gone fences were built around
agricultural fieldsand pagtures, both old and new. Thetraditional English bamsof earlier times were replaced by gable-
front New England bamswith amore efficient "in-the-front-and-out-the-back” through-cartdrive. Major improvements
were mede during this period to Sutton farmhouses. The wide-scale construction of farmhouse €lls helped to streamline
farmwork by providing specidized indoor work aress located in convenient proximity to farm outbuildingsand the
outdoor farmyard.

Artisanal Industry in Sutton Center
Small-scae industry of the artisand typeflouri shedin Sutton Center during the Federd period and continued into the
mid-19* century. The development of these enterpriseswas acounterpoint to the textile manufacturing that was
developing on an industrial scale during the same period a waterpower Stesin the Sutton villages of Wilkinsonville and
Manchaug.

(continued)



NEALSMWL L oMaAH«.-**Nj««0«

United States Departmant o the Interior
Nationd Pak Sarvice

Nationa Regge o Hidoric Places
Continuation Shest
Sutton Center HD

g ig Sutton (Worcester), MA
Saction numbe Pege

Blacksmith and wheelwright shops were probably the first artisand enterprises to have been undertaken in Sutton Center.
These busnesses seam have gotten a dart here toward the end of the 18* century. Itis possble that may have exised
here even earlier in association with through travel on Boston Road and with the tavem that was located near the meeting
house.

Also by the end of the 18* century other artisanshad established themsdvesin the medtinghouse center. Larger houses
and the requirements for amore refined style of living that became part of life in Sutton during the Federd period sseams
to have encouraged cabinetmaking in Sutton. Current research has not shown how longinto the 19* century furniture
making continued to be carried on in Sutton Center. 1t ispresumed that the industridization of furniture making during
the mid-19* century caused adramatic decreasein the demand for hand-made furniture here.

During the third decede of the 19* century, shoemaking enterpriseswere d 0 established in the growing center village.
The town supplied chegp brogansto southern gatesfor the dave population. Sutton's boot and shoemaking industry wes
gruck ahard blow by the Civil War. Current research suggests that it did not survive long after that event.

Woodworking/Cabinetmaking
During the late 18 and early 19* century period, two notable woodworking artisanslived in the historic district, both on

Singletary Avenue. The good economy and the increasing emphiads on more refined living that was characteristic of that
period surely encouraged their busnesses

Maj. Daniel Tenney (1773-1860) carried on alarge and successful budnessin woodworking and furniture making onthe
grounds of his house, the Dagget-Tenney House. 34 Singletary Avenue (Map# 79). Ore of hisimportant enterprises wes
carriage-making. Since carriages were scarce before about 1800 and were increasingly indemand after that dete, he must
have carried on agood busnessin that field done. According to the History of Sutton. vol. I

Major Daniel Tenney was alarge, finelooking man, and did alarge amount of busness. Almost
everything desired was madein their two gpacious shops ~ carriages, from ahack to a baby-cart
or whedl-barrow; cider-mill screws, all kinds of household fiimiture, Sde-boards, sofas, lounges
and chairs of every variety.

They employed many journeymen and apprentices.... Charles DeCoder, afine cabinet-maker,
worked here; he camefrom Charlestown. A sculptor by the name of Peck, made gravestones here
for awhile. S Putney painted carriages.

Cabinetmaker Nathan Lombard (1777-1847) lived in the Stockwell-Lombard House. 64 Singletary Avenue (Map # 85,
MHC # 48), beginning sometime in the 1820s Itispresumed that, after his move to this house, the Lombard cabinet shop
was located here. The History of Sutton. vol. |, only mentions one shop (no longer standing) for Lombard. 1t was located
neer his earlier resdence (no longer slanding) on Mendon Road neer the intersection of Putnam Hill Road.

Nathan Lombard's son, Alanson A. Lombard (1803-1881) and his grandson, Henry F. Lombard (1834-1917), who lived
here after him, were both ds0 cabinetmakers Presumably they carried on their trade at this location too.

Nathan Lombard, who was bom in Brimfield, Massachusetts may have learned his trade through an gpprenticeship toa

cabinetmaker, possibly in the nearby town of Sturbridge. In 1802 he married Delight Allen of Sturbridge and st himself

up as acabintmaker in Sutton. Although he supplemented his work with farming, he had enough busnessto allow him

to hire journeymen and gpprentices. 1n 1805 he advertised in the Worcester National Aegisfor ajourneyman cabinet
(continued)
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maker cgpable of doing "Mahogany work of the best kind." (Jobe/Pearce, p. 170). The value of Alanson Lombard's
annud production in 1832 was reported as $1,250, the highest of any cabinetmaker in Sutton in that yeer.

In the opinions of American furniture experts Brock Jobe and Clark Pearce, furniture that has been identified as coming
from his shop "suggedsthat Lombard was a clever and imaginative artisan who produced useful and often flamboyant
piecesfor aprogperousrural clientele.” Recent research hes identified Nathan Lombard as the maker of an important
secretary desk in the Winterthur collection that had previoudy been attributed to a Connecticut cabinetmaker. The
renowned American fiimiture specidist, Charles Montgomery, described that piece as "among the first rank of furniture
of the Federd period.” A photograph of it was usad on the cover of his publication American Furniture: The Federd
Period (Illustration # 6). One dgned piece of thework of Nathan Lombard and thirty-five other pieces, including the
above-mentioned secretary desk, have been assodated with his shop.

His desgnsreflect the influence of English sources made available through books, such as George Hepplewhite's The
Cabinet-Maker and Upholsterer's Guide (1788). as well astraditional rococo forms. Jobeand Pearcein their 1998 article
"Sophistication in Rural Massachusetts The Inlaid Cherry Furniture of Nathan Lombard” outlinethe details of the recent
identification of Lombard's work and the characteristics of hisstyle.

Current research has not discovered details about the carearsor syles of Nathan Lombard's son or grandson. Neither is it
known wheat role the son played in the father's fumiture production. Nathan and Alanson Lombard, together, are said to
have made the pul pit for Sutton's new Congregational Meeting House in 1829 (se above). Dueto changed conditions for
cabinetmakers in the late 19* century brought on by the competition of factory-made fumiture, the grandson, Henry
Lombard, had only occasond work in his trade.

Boot and Shoe Manufacturing *

Asearly a5 1832 Smon J. Woodbury was manufacturing boots and shoesabove his store (no longer standing) a the
comer of Uxbridge Road and Church Circuit. Later, from about 1839 to 1859, Woodbury mede boots and dhoesinabam
(no longer standing) on the grounds of the Dr. David Hall House. 327 Boson Road (Map# 39, MHC # 52). After 1839
Simon Tenney (1799-1856), who got his start with Woodbury, made boots and shoesin the above-grade cellar of his own
building, the Brick Block. 314 Main Strest (Map # 17, MHC # 84). Tenney's dwelling isat 22 Singletary Avenue (Map #
74). About 1842, Loren C. Howard built and operated a store and boot factory inwhat is now a resdence, the Howard-
Dodge House. 16 Singletary Avenue (Map # 68, MHC # 40). Howard, who manufactured boots herefrom about 1842
through & least 1870, later built himsalf ahouse nearby, the Loren Howard House/Shortview Farm. 23 Singletary Avenue
(Map # 75, MHC # 44), c. 1876. Itislikely that each of these entrepreneurs not only shipped the boots and ghoes they
produced to market, but also sold their dhoes to local buyers in their own gtores.

Boot and shoemaking grew up as a successful industry in Massachusattsduring the late 18* and early 19* centuries. By
the 1830swhen enterprising Sutton businessmen like Woodbury and Tenney began to capitadize onit, it had become a
major industry not only in Massachusatts but d o in the New England region ingenerd. During this period, mog of the
nation's reedy-made boots and ghoes were medein New England. Before the mechanization of boot and shoemaking
during the sacond half of the 19* century, independent boot and shoemakers mede up the largest.'work force of any single
industry in New England.

The boot and shoemaking shops in Sutton Center during the antebelum period represented the early 19* century move

from the smal shoe shopsoperated by individual shoamakers on outlying farmsto full-blown shoefactories. Current

research hes not documented exactly how the shoe shopsin Sutton Center functioned. However, because of thetime
(continued)
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period during which theyflourished,it is likely that parts Of the shoemaking processwere carried out here by a number of
workers ina semi-indugtrial manner, while other partswere completed as "outwork™ by individualsin their homes. It is
likely that the cutting of leather, the sorting of piecesinto bundlesto be sent to outworkers for assembly, and the
bottoming of bootswas done here.  Shoemiking was still being carried on in the Brick Block &s late as 1876.

SUTTON IN THEMID-19™ CENTURY

By the 1830s and 1840s the successof the industrial revolution was causing other Worcester County towns, such &
Worcester only afew milesto its north, to grow into much larger communities than the formerly promising townsof
Brookfield and Sutton. Despite the competition of other towns in the region, Sutton's population continued to grow & a
rate of from six to nine percent every ten yearsuntil 1850 (Small, p.65), rising from 2,186 in 1830 to 2,718 in 1855.

Even during the following years, as growth leveled off, the years of the mid-19* century continued as progperous ones for
thetown.

The arrival of the Providence and Worcester Railroad through Wilkinsonville in 1848 brought a boog to local industry as
it replaced the lessefficient trangportation offered by the earlier Blackstone Cand. Y et, depite this positive contribution,
the advent of the railroad had an upsetting effect on the town's traditional patternsof travel and on the prevailing sysem
of trade. Tavems along the town's magjor routes of travel, such as Boston Road and Centra Turnpike, no longer
flourished as they had before. Also, the railroad soon bypassed loca storekegpers, who had previoudy meade good
earnings by carting loca goods to market. Even though, initially, the railroad strengthened the town's agricultural market,
it soon brought outside competition. The railroad introduced into New England chegper grain and other products fromthe
highly productive farms of the Midwest. Asaresult, the owners of small, rocky New England farmswere forced to
further improvetheir farming methods and to find a specidized niche for themsdaves inthe agricultural market.

Mid-19 Century Devdopment of Sutton Center

During the mid-19" century period of moderate growth in Sutton, the most notable additions to Sutton Center were mede
aong the southem end of Singletary Avenue. Houses and cottages, mostly gable-front inform and Gresk Revival in
style, were gradually built herein close proximity to one another. These new dwellings extended the developed center
village into an areathat had previoudy been farmland. Other houses of the same type and style were built long Boston
Road, mostly on lots between older houses.

While houses were being built somewhat doseto one ancther a the southem end of Singletary Avenue, subdivision of
larger acreegesfor small farms was taking place further north on thisroad. The King-Ray House. 11 Singletary Avenue,
1835, Greek Revival (MHC #38) was buiU as afarmhouse, a subdivision by aWhiting family member of the acreegethat
accompanied the "Old Sutton Tavem". Another small farm was established on Whiting land in the 1870s~ Loren
Howard House/Short View Farm. 23 Singletary Avenue, dementsof Gresk Revival (MHC #44). The William Perry
Farm/The Maples. 47 Singletary Avenue, ca.l856, Gresk Revival (MHC #47) was subdivided from the acreege of the
Dagget-Tenney House. Still farmed today on a smdl scale, this property was afl ourishingdairy farm during the late 19*
and early 20* centuries.

Methodig Megting House
Also during this period an important but short-lived addition was mede to the Common area. In 1853 the town granted
permission for the leese of alot on the Common for the congmction of a Methodist Meeting House on the gpproximeate

(continued)
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gte of the present Town Hall (History of Sutton. vol. |, p. 157). TheGreek-Reviva-syle Methodist Meeting
House/Holbrook House. 318 Boston Road, 1854, Gresk Reviva (Map # 18, MHC #51) was built by Andrew J. Morse & a
cogt of $3,400. It was described as "very tasteful and commodious, the walls beautifiilly frescoed."

Unfortunately, the congregation of about 60 quickly fell into debt, never recovering from the pressures of the economic
depresson that swept the country in 1857. After working valiantly for yearsto overcome the financial blow it hed
suffered, the congregation didbanded in 1864. (History of Sutton. vol. |, pp.491-4.93)

Sometime later, during the 1860s, the building was moved from itsoriginal location on town-owned land across Boston
Road to its presant ste on the northwest comer of Boston Road and Singletary Avenue. This move returned the west end
of the Common to its earlier gopearance, with an unobgructed view from the Common to the Burying Ground on the
wed. Initsnew location, formerly the ste of the "Old Sutton Tavem," the church was converted to a residence as the
Stephen Holbrook House, with astore and the pogt of fice on the lower level (History of Sutton. vol. |, pp. 273-275). The
old tavem building was moved beck onthe lot a thistime. About 1936 the former church was converted from asingle-
family dwelling to its present use as an gpatment house

Late 19* Century Sutton Center

Except for the constmction of Sutton's first town hall in 1835 (no longer standing), therewas relatively little changein the
town center during the late 19* century. The bulky, high roofed, wood. Queen Anne style town hall brought a major
addition to Sutton Center (lllustrations# 8and 4). Itstwo-story height and its massveness ssem to have been intended a5
aphysica symbol of the important role of town government. From the time of the dedication of the Congregationd
Meeting House in 1830 until the congtruction of the town hall in 1885, town meetings had been held in the basament of
the Congregationd Church. Inearlier timesthey had been held in the meeting house proper. Town offices and the public
library were housed in the Brick Block during the 1870'sand until the new town hall was built. The new town hall was
the first physical expresson of town government on the common. This building was replaced by the present. Town
Hall/Municipa Building (Map # 44) in 1983.

Thetwo Civil War cannon (Map # 45) that gand outsde the present Town Hall/Municipal Building were originally
placed on the grounds of the 1885 Town Hall as amonument inabout 1886. In that year, onthe motion of Wilder S
Holbrook, it was voted a town meeting: "That the Town acogpt the cannon donated by Congress and hereby return avote
of thanks to the Senate and House of Representativesfor them, and that two of the cannon be placed near or & the sde of
the entrance of Memorial Hall building in Sutton Center, ane to be placed in Manchaug and one in Wilkinsonville, under
the direction of the Sdectmen (History of Sutton. Vol. |1, p. 50).

20" Century Sutton

In 1908 a squarish, two-story, wood. Colonia Revival style high schodl (lHustration # 9) (no longer sanding) extended
the town's ingtitutional presenceto the south end of Singletary Avenue (Map # 62), immediately north of the present
filling station. The high school building was removed in the 1950s after anew high school was congtructed outside the
Sutton Center Historic District.

During the first half of the 20* century severd houseswere built in the district. Somewere built ort the Stes of earlier
houses, others on previoudy undeveloped lots. Some of those built on existing Stes include the following two examples
(continued)
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A large, imposing complex of Colonial Revival style houseand bam, Brigham Farm/Fairview Farm. 298 Boston Road
(Map # 8, MHC #77) were buiU in 1902 to replace the first minister's house (destroyed by fire) on the same site.

Following afire that destroyed the Smon J. Woodbury House and adjoining houses (Ilustration # 10) on Church Circuit
in 1909, two new houses (2 Church Circuit (Map #52, MHC #97) and 4 Church Circuit. Map#51, MHC #98) were
built on the earlier Stesinformsnot unlike the mid-19* century vemacular dwellingsthey replaced.

Also built during this period were severd retardataire houses and cottages with lingering dements of the Greek Reviva
syle (e.g., Alfred and Emma Brown House (Map # 1, MHC # 68), 247 Bogton Road, 1906, and the Vemon S Johnson
House (Map # 76, MHC # 108), 24 Singletary Avenue, 1902). A few Arts and Crafts style bungaows adso were buih in
the district between 1910 and 1930 on Singletary Avenue. In about the 1950safew scattered ranch type houses gppeared
in the center on lots subdivided from larger properties.  The grestest concentration of these is found along the south sde
of Boston Readjust eadt of Putnam Hill Road. Severd two-story Colonia Reviva style houses have been built in recent
years(ca. 1980s1990s) on Boston Road and on Singletary Avenue.

In about the 1920sor 1930s, asmal filling station was placed on the west Sde of Singletary Avenue neer the intersection
with Boston Road. Itislocated across the greet from the Dudley-Sherman Blacksmith Shop (Map # 60) and the Ste of a
livery stable (Map # 59, Illustration #11) (no longer sanding), which sood immediately south of the

blacksmith shop. During the early daysof the automobile, in the early 20* century, it was not unusud for gasoline
dations to gppear in conjunction with blacksmith shopsor livery sables. Both of these services had been provided across
the street fromthe filling station during the mid and late 19* century (and possibly earlier). A small, one story,
vemacular, early 20* century, wood building with later additions was built as a filling station office (e Illustration # 12
for its gopearance in about the 1950s). Today the expanded office building aso sarves as a convenience gorewith lunch
counter. This filling station/convenience gore isthe busest commercid establishment in Sutton Center today .

The 1885 Town Hall building was replaced in 1983 by the present Town Hall/ Municipal Building, containing not only
town hall offices but dso goecefor the Police Department, Fire Department, and Library. Although somewhat inspired
by the bulky silhouette of the old town hall, the new building is desgned with its entrance facing the parking lot on the
south dde rather than onto the common. 1tisaso larger and more awkward in gppearance. Parking lots extend on both
ddesof the building, adding aharsh ook to this area overlooking the west dde of the common.

THE ARCH TECTURE CF SUTTON CENTER

The architecture found in Sutton Center today represents the period from the early to mid 18* century through the late 20*
century. Most numerous are buildingsin the Federd and Gresk Reviva gyles, dating fromthe late 18*to mid-19*
century period, when the town was & its pegk of prosperity.

Character of the Town's Earliest Houses

No buildingsare known to survive anywhere in Suttonfi-omthe very earliest period of the town's history. Itisbelieved
that mogt of the housesbuilt at that time were quite small. For example, the house of Capt. John-Stockwd | (no longer
ganding), where the first town meeting was held in 1718, is sad to have measured only 15 x 10'. The earliest houses
mug not only have been small, but also very smple in their trestment sSnce even Sutton's most important buildings, the
1720 first meeting house and the early 18* century "Old Sutton Tavern,” werefinished in rough, unpainted clapboard or
plank exteriors with no adornment. No pictures or thorough descriptions of early Sutton dwellingsare known to exigt.
All of the town's small, early dwellings were either replaced with larger onesor were incorporated into larger structures
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during later remodelings.  Probate ressarch might give sofne clue as to the number of roomsfound in Sutton's early 18*
century dwellings.

Beforeabout 1800, most people in Sutton ssam to have lived in houses that were small in Sze and only one story in
height. Small housesof one or one-and-a-hdf dories were the majority in Centrd Massachusettsduring the 180 and early
19* centuries (Steinitz, p. 22). However, somedso lived in two-story houses Recant physica investigations of Sutton
houses by architectural historian Nora Pa Small have shown that numerous pre-Revolutionary two-story, single-cell
houses (one room on each of two stories) were later incorporated into larger dwellings (Small, pp. 85-86). She found that
between one-third and one-half of the housing stock in Sutton in 1798 conssted of two-story houses Two-story houses
were widely usad in Massachusetts beginning as early as the 17* century, athough they were certainly not the norm.

Surviving Pre-Revolutionary Houses

Today there are saverd housssin the Sutton Center Historic District that are believed to have been built early in the
history of the town, athough not during the very earliest yearsof the settlement. S Section 7 for descriptions of the
following houses that are currently given pre-Revolutionary datesof construction:

Dagget-Tenney House, 34 Singletary Avenue (Map # 79, MHC # 46, Photo # 8), early-mid 18 century, astylistic
Cole-Woodburv House. 5 Putnam Hill Road (Map #31, MHC # 34), early-mid 18 ca, 1820, Greek Reviva
LeBaron-WatersWhedock House 334 Boson Road (Map # 23, MHC # 57, Photo#6), early-mid 18*ca, 17757, astylitic
Nathaniel Carriel House. 346 Boston Road, 1752 (Map # 26, MHC #91), astyligtic

Dr. David Hall. . House. 327 Bogton Road, ca.l 755, (Map # 39, MHC #52), astyligtic

Whipple-Mills-Sibley House. 356 Boston Road (Map #28. MHC #). 1765. Georgian

All of these houses are two-gtories in height with three or more rooms on their groundfloorsadone. Since they are large
for their supposad dates of construction and show evidence of later remodelings, it ssarslikely that al of them have been
enlarged fromtheir original 9zes

With the exception of the Whipple-Mills-Sibley House, all of these housesare plainin their finish as was typical of the
pre-Revolutionary period in Worcester County towns. Although the Cole-Woodbury House hes a decorative doorframe, it
isapogt-Revolutionary period addition medein the Greek Revival style of the mid 19* century.

Trimmed with Georgian-style projecting comice window cgpsand subgtantia roof comice detailing, the Whipple-Mills-
Sibley House isthe only Georgian-style building of the period to be found in Sutton Center today. The Georgian style
first mede its gppearancein New England in the early 18* century, but was not widely used, especidly insmal towns,
until just before the American Revolution. The only other comparable house of this style and period in Sutton isthe much
grander Waters-Bullard House, 11 Waters Road, in Wes Sutton (MHC  # 240), believed to have been built in 1767.

Current research has not made it possible to know what mog of these presumed pre-Revolutionary houses might have
looked like originally or exactly what form they might haveteken a the timeof their original congtruction. Further
documentary ressarch and physical investigation is necessary to better understand them. Study will be required to
document the datesof these housesand to have an idea of their original Szesand floor plans, as well as the ssquence of
later additions and dterations.

(continued)
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Severd details recently discovered in the LeBaron-Waters-Whedock House. 334 Boston Road (Map # 23, MHC # 57,
Photo # 6), suggest.certain features that may have been common for houses in Sutton before the Revolution. The massive
center chimney and single-pile depth of the house are commonly found on buildings built throughout the 18* century.
However, the single-pile depth was more common during the first half of the century than later. Recent removal of the
sding from the main fafade reveded on thisfive-bay,center-entry dwelling, an earlier three-bay, center-entry
configuration, adouble-width front entrance, and previoudy narrower window widths. These fegtures are more
commonly ssen on early rather than late 18 century houses Under later clapboard on the west end of the house was
found unpainted plank sheething that gppears to have served as the exterior finish for some period of time. Unpainted
plank finish isknown to have been usad in Sutton during the early and mid 18* century. On the interior, the existence of
beeded floor joists, originally exposed, and roughly chamfered beams has dso been found. Thesefeatures ds0 suggest an
earlier rather than later date, since the decorative floor joists and chamfered posts and beamsindicate that the structure of
the house was | eft exposed to view in interior rooms. Asthe 18* century progressed, especidly after the Revolution, there
was more and more of an effort to disguise structural dements During this later period, joists were hidden benegth
plagter finish, and posts and beamswere enclosed in smooth wood casing.

POST-REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD

The expectations of New Englanders began to change after the American Revolution. Changesin farming and farming
improvements brought about a more orderly gpproach to agriculture in the region. Both farmhouses and farm
outbuildings were desgned to provide more convenient work goeces A growing tagte for amore refined way of living
gradually encouraged resdents to begin to dean up their yards, add on rooms, and paint their houses. Those who could
afford it built new, larger dwellings that contained more living Soece and more rooms for gpecidized purposes. The
interiors of those houses were more often plastered than panded. Efforts were made in the homes of the mog wedlthy to
hide structural members all together, or, & leed, to hidethefloor joists and to give pogts and beams amore finished
treetment by enclosing them in beeded casing.

Old Sturbridge Village reseerch historian Jack Larkin describes the gppearance of rural centr Massachusdits
communities before about 1800 as alargely wooded landscape with only the tiniest of villages in exigence, a landscape
that condsled mostly of digoersed farms that were disorderly in the arrangement of their buildings. Individua houses and
outbuildings were unpainted and unkempt:

Housawives tossad broken vessals and trash out the most convenient door or window,

and threw bones and food scrgpsinto the yard to be picked over by their domedtic animals.
Few houses boagied grassy lawns or endosed front yards, their unfenced oeces were
trampled and bare, or gprouted straggling uncut weeds... ..Privies were not only prominently
visible but located with an obviousfunctionality... \Woodpileswere massive, irregular hegps
someimes found neer the front door or 9de door of the house. Although abundant dretches
of woodland remained, farmhouses were "devoid of shade', acultural conssquence of long
warfare with the forest.

The houses ganding on these dovenly lotswere small... .The evidence dso strongly suggess
that the mgjority of dwellings around 1800 were unpainted, "dusky with weatherstain." Most
farmers alowed their dwellings dapboards to weether to the uncertain color they usualy
caled "brown."

(continued)
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Within doors, as well, similar patterns of organization were evident... .The 1798 tax list shows
many artisans and smdl farmers living in roughly built dwellings of two or three rooms....In the smdlest houses
family mambers necessarily dept within sght and hearing of each other; the use of achamber pot, or even

parents sexud intercourse, could not have been concedled.  The notion of one's own bed would have beena
drange one to the greast majority of the region's people, and the concept of one's"own room" even Sranger.

The pre-Revolutionary lack of concern for outward gppearances can be samn in the tresatment of one of the mogt public
buildings in Sutton Center, "The Old Sutton Tavem," illustrated in the History of Sutton (vol. |, pp.276-279). Left
without clapboard siding (see Illustration # 13), it was sometimes known as the "Plank Tavem." This samemindset so
left both of the town's first two mestinghouses (1719 and 1751) unpainted for many years (History of Sutton. vol. |,
pp.74-75).

The post-Revolutionary trend toward grester refinement coincided with the growth of Sutton Center into a clustered
center village. From afew scaitered farms outlying an unpainted mestinghouse and a plank-sded tavern, Sutton Center
gradually became avvillage settlement of pleasant gopearance. By 1830 the center had transformed itself. Surrounded by
prosperousfarms, it was marked by severd large, two-story houses with stylish doorways, two or more tavems, a leest
one or two gtores, an degant degpled church, and adignified Masonic hall/school. According to Larkin:

Villages were engines of economic changeand smdl-scae outpods of urban society in the
countryside. Center villages became the first outpodts of "improvement,” nodd pointsfrom
which new sandards were disseminated.

Thus, Sutton Center after the tum of the 19* century took on amore refined urban ook, setting astandard for change in
more outlying areesof the community.

LARGE DWELLINGS

The changing trends inresidentia architecture during the post-Revolutionary "Federd" period occurred first in the homes
of the more well-to-do. They can be ssen insaverd two-story dwellingsthat are among the largest and finest buildings in
the Sutton Center Historic District.

On the eestem end of Boston Road &s it leadsinto the center are three refined, two-story. Federd style houses (the John
Morse House. 254 Bogton Road (Map # 2, MHC # 70, Phato # 10), 1811-1815; the Lazams LeBaron Tavern. 297 Boston
Road (Map # 9, MHC # 75), 1794; and the Edes Howe House. 301 Boston Road (Map # 10, MHC # 79), ca1810).
Thexelarge, hip-roofed, two-story,five-bay,center-entry houses with paired chimneys were built between 1794 and 1815.
The Federd period tagte for more degant house designsand greater omament isreflected in their hip roofs, symmetrica
facades, and their entrancesframed in Classical details. The full "two-story,five-bay,center-entry” main bodies of these
housss with atached rear service dls are evidence of the new popularity of larger houses and the specidized interior
goeces that became prevaent in this country after the Revolution. Paired chimneys also suggest that their interior plans
include a more ample and more gracious center stairhall. Unlike many of Sutton's surviving earlier houses that ssam to

have reeched their present dimensons incrementally over time, these gppear to have bean built "Jull sze" inasingle
build.

The Simon Tenney House. 22 Singletary Avenue (Map # 74, MHC # 43), ca. 1827,-is another example of the Federd-style
houses that reflected the trend of the day toward refinement. Like the houses on the main road mentioned above, it takes

(continued)
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the two-story,five-bay,center-entry form, hes addicatdy"modded Classca doorframe and paired chimneys allowing for
acenter gair hall. Only its gable roof givesitadightly lessimposing look.

SMALLER DWELLINGS

One-Story, Side-Gable, Astylistic Dwelings

Even though they were clearly the predominant type in their day, no one-story houses survivein the Sutton Center
Historic District from the pre-Revolutionary period. However, there are two well-preserved examples dating to around
the tum of the 19* century. Thesehousesae of interest as acounterpoint to the large, spacious, more stylish. Federd
syle houses that were beginning to be built during this period. They are one-gory, center-chimney, sde-gable dwellings
with the main entrance on the long fafade. They may be symmetrical or asymmetricd in the arrangement of themain
facade. Their exteriors are Smplein gppearance with practically no decorative features or specific stylistic characteristics.
Because no study of interior plans hes been carried out in Sutton Center, it is not possible to say specifically how the
exterior formsreate to the interior plans. However, the perdsence here of the center chimney limits the szeand
goadiousness of the center entry hall. The one-gory height dso limits the amount of living goaceinthe updars aress.

Included in the district ares

The Gibbs Sibley House. 322 Boston Road, 1800, 1950's (Map # 19, MHC #50), afour-bay housewith an off-
center entranceflankedby two windows on the right and one on the left, and a center chimney.

The Darius Russdll House. 324 Boston Road, 1794-1805 (Map # 20, MHC #53, Photo # 9), athree-bay, center-
entry, center-chimney, double-pile housewith aone-gtory reer ell and asmall, atached mid-late 19 century bam.

These housss are reminders that amdler lessadorned houses did not disgppear from the scene during the Federd period.
Houseswith center chimneys and similar in exterior gppearance to these in Sutton Center were used in Massachusdtts as
early as the 17th century and were extremely common both in Sutton and in the region before 1800. After 1800 they
typically were made somewhat more spacious by the addition of aservice el a the rear, as is seen in both of these
examples. Smdll housesof this generd type continued to be widely popular well into the 19* century, when they more
often took the knee-wall, one-and-a-hdf-story form that offered more room a the sscond level.

INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS

During the period of economic successin Sutton that followed the Revolution, the same urge that brought improvements
and enlargementsto many loca dwellings was complemented by an urge to improve the 1751 meeting house. During the
post-Revolutionary period of improvement, some Massachusetts Congregationd societies built new mestinghouses
topped with tall segplesthat made them look like churches. Others, including the Sutton Congregational Society,
improved and up-dated their old meatinghouses in keeping with this same trend.

Sutton's first two mestinghouses were built on the old-style "meeting house plan”, with the main entrance on the long Sde
of the building. Inside, the pulpit sood opposite the main entrance on the long back wall. The sscond mestinghouse took
the sameform but also had an endosad porch a the main entrance and endosad sair porches a secondary entrances on
the shorter eet and west ends.  The post-Revolutionary spirit of improvement led to Federd period changes to the 1751
medtinghouse that made it look more like achurch. 1n 1792 the endosed porch on the west end of the medtinghouse was
mede into abell tower to housea bell donated by Ebenezer Waters. Two yearslater, Gardner Waters (LeBaron-Waters-
Whedock House. 334 Boston Road, Map # 23) gave aclock, which was aso placed in the new belfry together with the
bell (History of Sutton. vol. I. pp.130-132). So, by the timethe 1751 meeting housewas destroyed by fire in 1828, it hed
(continued)
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atained ahybrid meetinghouse-church gppearance. The new mestinghouse built to replace it looked entirely likea
church. Itsmain entrance was placed on the narrow west end and atall belfry and spire soared aboveit. Ornamented with
the stylish Classical and Gothic details associated with the Federd style, itwas, and still is, the most imposing and highly
omamented building in Sutton Center.

The Congregationa Meeting House. 307 Boston Road, 1829, Federd (Map # 50, MHC #99, Photo # 2, Illustration #7),
takesthe gable-front ecclesiasticd form inspired by the 17* century London churches designed by Christopher Wren.
Introduced into New England by Anglican churches, this form gradualy replaced the old-style meeting house during the
late 18* and early 19* centuries. The old-style "meeting houseform™ used for Sutton'stwo earlier meeting houses (1719
and 1751) was basad upon the "auditory plan”. Intended to makeit possble for the largest number of congregantsto hear
and s the minigter, that plan placed the main entrance on the long facade and the pul pit opposte it on the long rear wall.
Unlike Sutton's earlier meeting houses with their gableson the Sdes, the present building is oriented with the entrance
and tall geeple on anarrow gablefront. Insde, the pulpit occupiesthe wall oppodte the gable-front entrance. The
sanctuary and balcony are wide, however, still affording an ample view of the minigter.

Although they are smaler and lessimposing, two other Sutton churches built a about the samp time &s this one are
smilar to it. The 1828 . John's Church (Episcopa) in Wilkinsonville and the 1829 Baptist Meeting House in West
Sutton both teke the gable-front form and are treated with Neo-Classical detailing in the Federd style. 1t is possble that
. John's might have been an ingpiration to the design of the Congregationd Meeting House, Snce it wes the first of this
style to have been built in Sutton. Not only do both &. John's and the Congregationa M eeting House have a smilar
Pdladian treatment of their main faBades, but both aso adopt the Gothic arch for openings as part of the desgn motif.
Neither of the other two Sutton churches have degplesastall as thisone. The Baptist Meeting House in West Sutton wes
built with a stegple and spire but the upper ages were blown down in 1938 and never replaced. . John'shad only a
one-dagebelfry. However, the vicinity of Sutton to Providence, Rhode Idand, would have given some membersof the
congregation the opportunity to s to the soaring belltower of Josgph Brown's 1775 First Baptist Church there, which
might have parked the desreto build atall, multi-sage belltower here. Another Providence church, the 1810 Federd
syle S. John's Church (Episcopal), desgned by John Holden Greene, could have been a source of inspiration for the use
of Gothic-arched openings on the Sutton meeting housea.

Rufus Putnam Hall/Center School. 4 Uxbridge Road, ca.l823, Federd/Gresk Revival (Map# 43, MHC # 54, Photo # 3)
Thistwo-gory building isthe earliest identified use of the gable-front building form in the historic district and possibly in
the town as awhole. Built to housethe Sutton Center School on the ground floor and aMasonic Hall on the sscond floor,
the Rufus Putnam building was surely ssen as amajor architectura feeture of the town center & the time of its
construction. Perhgps that fact explains the very early use here of this stylish Neo-Classicd form inspired by the temples
of ancient Rome and Greece.

The gable-front form began to gpopear in American buildings diirihg the Federd period, but was madewidely popular by
the Greek Reviva style. During the second and third decadesof the 19* century, the Greek Revival style and the gable-
front form, inspired by the Classical temples of ancient Greace, began to become popular in the United States The
designsof the finest of these American buildingswere inspired by English publications of drawings taken from ancient
Greek buildings by Stuart and Revett and others. By the 1830's, other publications, such as those by the Massachusetts
builder, Asher Benjamin, dso sarved as stylistic modds. The gable-front and temple forms were soon adopted for
buildings of all sorts, from banksto courthouses, from churches to dwellings.

(continued)



United States Depatment of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

Nationa Regde o Higoric Places
Continuation Sheet

Sutton Center HD
Sutton (Worcester), MA

Sctionnumber 8§ Page—13—

Composed of blocky forms that recalled sone constmction, they were imposing in character and highly omamented with
weighty Classica details. By the 1830sand 1840sgable-front buildingsin the Gresk Revival style were widely popular
in New England.

This Sutton building isan early atempt a the Neo-Classca or Gresk Revival style, interpreted inthe idiom of the then
predominant Federd style. Itsdlim, low-relief trim and thin porch columns reflect the tagte and proportions of the Federd
syle and havelittle in common with the much more massve and three-dimensond trim that is associated with the full-
blown Gregk Reviva expresson of the circa 1840s and 1850s period. The use of the gable-front form here is consonant
with local Sutton traditions in school design, afact that may have influenced the adoption of the Neo-Classca form. Two
one-room schools built on the outskirts of town, the Eight Lots School (1780s-1790s) (MHC form #31) and the recently
demoalished Old Stone School (1818), 131 Stone School Road (MHC form #231), both hed their entrances on the narrow
end or the gable end of the building. It isnot known what was the form of the town's first school building, which this
building replaced.

1830s TO 1900

The Greek Revival Style in Sutton Center

Although avariety of architectural styles were popular in the United States and in Massachusetts during the mid 19*
century, the Greek Revival syle was the angle mogt popular style in central Massachusetts from about 1840 through
aboutl870. In the Sutton Center Historic District from the 1830s through the end of the century, the Gresk Revival style
was used for new congtruction to the dmos complete exclusion of other styles. Most of the housesin this style in Sutton
Center were built in the gable-front form that was characterigtic of the Greek Revival style. A few Greek Revival
dwellings were also built on the oldfive-bay,center-entry, sde-gable plan. Bams built from the 1840s through the early
20* century aso often bear afew Gresk Reviva features, such as broad eaves with gable retums and friezes a the eaves
or inthe gable.  Ascan be saan from the addresses of the housesin the lists below, the grestest concentration of Greek
Reviva housssin the Sutton Center Historic District is found on the south end of Singletary Avenue. That areawasjust
being developed during the mid-19* century when the Gresk Revival style was a its pesk of popularity.

Greek Revival buildingsbuilt in Sutton Center in the 1840sand 1850s have more weighty and more profuse omament
than do thosethat were built ether earlier or later. Earlier expressonsof the style have dimmer moulding and low-relief
trim influence by the earlier Federd style. Pos-1870s expressons of the style typically have lessomament. Their
detailing is of alight-weight and perfunctory variety. During this latter period, the Greek Reviva vocabulary of gable-
front form, broad eaves with gable retums, and friezes & the eaveshad become a sort of Sandard language for Smple
vemecular buildings. By this late date, these dements gpparently were no longer associated in peoples minds with a

paticular style.

Emulating the form of the Classica temples of ancient Greece, the gable-front form was the most common form for
buildings built in the Gresk Revival style. The earliest identified example of the gable-front form in Sutton Center isthe
gable-front, ca. 1823 Rufus Putnam Hall/Center School discussad ebove. A transitiona expresson of the style, it hes
siim, low-relief Classca detailing. Other early gable-front examplesof the Gresk Reviva style built in Sutton during this
trangtional period are the Dr. David Solon CheseHall Smith House. 17 Uxbridge Road (Map # 55, MHC # 94, Photo #
7), 1831-ca 18409) and the King-Rav House. 11 Singletary Avenue (Map # 66, MHC # 55), 1835. Both are good
examples of the transitional period of the style. Althoughit hes hardly any omamenta trim a all, a gable-front, brick,
commercid building, the Brick Block. 314 Boston Road (Map # 17, MHC # 84, Photo # 1), 1839, tekesthe massve ad
boxy dhgpe that is characterigtic of the fiill-blown Gresk Revival. Beforethe removd of the lower comice that formed a
(continued)
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full pediment on its main faBade, its Gresk Reviva gppearance was even sronger than itistoday. The smple, but
balanced, gable-front design of this building is characteristic of Gresk Revival commercid buildings of its periodin
central Massachusetts. It is aso agood example of the combination of agtorewith meeting hall above, quite commonly
s during the mid-19* century. Sse Section 7 for descriptions of all of these buildings.

In Sutton Center, the first more weighty examples of the Gresk Revival style built inwood did not gppear until gbout the
mid-1840s when theWilliam E. Cole House'Devonshire Farm. 339 Bogon Road (Map# 37, MHC # 58), 1844, and the
Gibbs Lilley House. 328 Boston Road (Map#21, MHC # 59), ca.l845, were built. The Slence Putnam
House/Congregationd  Parsonege 312 Boston Road (Map # 16, MHC # 83, Photo # 1), 1855, isawell-preserved example
of asimilarly well-detailed dwelling built during the pesk of popularity of the style. All of thesethree houssstakethe
gable-front form and are two-gtories in height. They are among the finest examples of the style surviving in the historic
district. Now dtered by the application of synthetic siding, the two-story, gable-front Loren Howard House/Shortview
Farm, 23 Singletary Avenue (Map # 75, MHC # 44), ca. 1840s was once a0 one of the more substantial examples of the
style in the historic district. See Section 7 for descriptions of all of these buildings.

Other smdler, one- and 1Vi story, gable-front houses were built during the same period as full-blown expressions of the
style. Excellent examples of the style include the J. C. Woodbury House, 12 Singletary Avenue (Map # 65, MHC # 49)
1845-1850; the Howard-Dodge House. 16 Singletary Avenue (Map # 68, MHC # 40), ca.l842; and the J. H. Nason
House, 15 Singletary Avenue (Map# 70, MHC # 39), 1857. S Section 7 for descriptions of all of these buildings.

Two, now atered, examplesof the full-blown 1850's Gresk Reviva style built onthe old, traditional two-story, five-bay,
center-entry, sde-gable, double-pile, center-hal plan are the Congregationa Parsonege. 18 Singletary Avenue (Map #71,
MHC # 41), ca.l850, and the William Pery FarmVThe Maples. 47 Singletary Avenue (Map # 83, MHC # 47), ca.l856.

The only large ingtitutional building built in the town center during the mid-19* century period was the Methodist
Meeting House (Methodist Meeting House/Holbrook House. 318 Boston Road (Map # 18, MHC # 51), 1854). Now
converted to amultifamily dwelling, it still presarvesits gable-front form and the weighty Classica dements, such as
broad eaves with modillion brackets and gable retums, heavy comer pilagters, and friezes, that were typical of its 184
date of construction.

20* century expressonsof asomewha diluted form of the gable-front Gresk Reviva gopear in the Vemon S Johnson
House. 24 Singletary Avenue (Map# 76, MHC # 108), 1902, and the Alfred A. and Emma F. Brown House. 247 Boston
Road (Map# 1, MHC # 68), 1906. See Section 7 for descriptions of these houses.

Gothic Reviva

Aswas common inother central Massachusetts towns, only afew houses were built in Sutton in the Gothic Revival style.
Two houses are known to have been built in Sutton Center in this style. Both are one-and-a-haf-sory, gable-front
sdehdl-entry houssswith high-pitched roofs. The high-pitch of the roofs is a Gothic-inspired feature.

Only one of the two houses, the Dudley-Tracy House. 10 Singletary Avenue (Map # 63, MHC #55, Photos#4 & 5),
cal857, dtill presarvesits Gothic dementstoday. Here Gothic features include a cross-gable plan and alacy bargeboard
a the eaves of the gables. At the now-dtered Lucena Woodbury House. 304 Boston Road (Magp#12, MHC #81) Gothic
pointed-arched windows (no longer existing) were added to a housewith predominantly Greek Revival features, such as
comer pilagers, frieze, and gableretums. The Gothic style was achieved here by the application of Gothic details to a
basicaly Gresk Revival design.

(continued)
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Early 20™ Century
In addition to late vemacular expressonsof the Greek Reviva style mentioned above, the Colonial Revival and Artsand
Crafts styles were ds0 used for the relatively few buildings built in the town center during the early 20* century.

Colonial Reviva

The Colonial Reviva style became popular in the United Statesduring the 1880s.and 1890s. It was the result of a
nostalgic looking-back a the country's colonial and early federa past and the architecture that it produced. The earliest
example of the Colonial Reviva style in the Sutton Center Historic District isthe two-story, hip-roofed, foursquare house
a Brigham/Fairview Farm. 1902. Characteridtic of the late-19*-early 20* century period, it hes aboxy, ample-looking
shagpe strongly horizontal lines; and large windows. All of these features give it acommodious and expangve look
typical of the period. These same characteridics were shared by the 1908 two-story, hip-roofed, wood frame. Colonia
Reviva style high schoal building (no longer standing) (Illustration # 9) on the west Sde of Singletary Avenue, High
School Site. Map# 62.

Both of these buildingsare representative of the Colonial Reviva style architecture of the period that was inspired by
early American architecture but did not pretend to copy it. Later examples of the style, as it was expressed from about
the 1920s through &s late as the 1950s, were more likely to be copied more closdy from actud early American buildings
of the Colonial and Federd periods.

Such an example isthe Robert and Mildred Fierce House. 372 Boston Road, 1941 (Map # 30), afine Colonial Revival
dyle reproduction of an actud 18* century dwelling. It was modded after the W. H. Davidson House in nearby \West
Millbury, which was believed to have been built in 1743. This housefalls somewha into the category known as
"archaeologica" Colonial Revival because, ingtead of merdly taking a broad inspiration from early Ameican architecture,
its desgn ismodeled on an actud historical example.

During this period the Cgpe Cod house type became very popular for amaler traditional style new dwellings. A couple of
andler mid-20* century Colonial Reviva style housssin the higtoric ditrict teke thisform. They include the Mrs.
Random Richardson House. 32 Singletary Avenue (Map # 78, MHC # 110), 1935, and the house &@.360 Boston Road
(Map # 29), 1953. The Colonia Reviva syle of both of these housesis derived mostly from the Cape Cod houseform of
the building and from details such as dose eaves and multipane windows.

Arts and Crafts

The Arts and Crafts stylewas widely used all across the United Statesfrom about 1910 through the 1930s. Originated in
England, the style was meade widely popular in this country by The Craftsman, amagazine published between 1900 and
1916 by fumiture maker, Gudave Stickley. Forsaking itsoriginal handcraft-based background, the style inthe United
States wes characterized by smple design, unassuming materials, and the sandard machine production of its component

parts.

The Bungaow was ahighly popular residentiad form of the style. The Arts and Crafts tyle is represented in Sutton
Center by afew Bungadow type houses These one-and-a-hdf-sory, dde-gable houses havethe characteristic broad
sheltering roof, dormers on the mainfafade, and afront porch, and sometimes a sunroom, incorporated under the main
roof a the front. Typical of the style isthe ampletrim, bargeboard finish a the eaves and double and triple windows.
The unatered W. R. Wallis House. 20 Singletary Avenue, 1930, Vernon S Johnson, builder (Map# 73, MHC #107) is
the best preserved bungalow in the historicdistrict. Sse Section 7 for adescription of thishouse

(continued)
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BARNSAND AGRICULTURAL OUTBUILDINGS

English Barns

The so-cdled English bam was the mogt typical form of bam used in New England fromthe 17* century through the early
19* century. With the gables on the ends, the English bam hes the entrance onthe long Sde. The cart drive runs
perpendicular to the roof ridge. During the 17* century and mog of the 18* century. New England farmers followed the
English tradition of building severd small bamsfor separate purposes. However,, before the end of the 18* century, it was
common for bamsto house both livestock and hay soragetogether. An English bam of this sort was often larger and
usually condsted of three bays. The center bay was typically the drive or threshing floor. One of the sde bays housed
livestock, perhgpswith sorage above, while the other Sde bay sarved as ahaymow. Barn Szesrecorded in 17938 in the
Connecticut Valley of Massachusettsfell within the range of about 20 x 18feet to 54 x 70 feet (Small, p. 147). A common
dzewas about 30 x 40 feet. I1n addition to a multi-use bam of thistype, atypical farm might have had multiple additional
agricultural outbuildings, as well.

No bamsin the entire town of Sutton survive from the pre-Revolutionary period. The ca 1794 bam a the Lazarus
LeBaron Tavern. 297 Bogton Road (Map# 9, MHC # 68) gopeers to be the oldest bam in the Sutton Center Historic
District. Documentary evidence showsthat there were severd other barnson this place a the time of Lebaron's desth in
1828 (Small, p. 150). Itisnot knownwhat form or use they had. None of them are bdieved still to be ganding a this Ste.

New England Barns

Shortly after the tum of the 19* century, anew bam form mede its gppearance. Known as the New England or American
bam, it is oriented with the gableto the front, with entrancesin the gables, both a the front and back, and with the drive
bay running parallel to the roof ridge. For the increasingly larger scale, market-oriented farming of the 19* century, this
bam type was much more practical than the English bam. The in-the-front-and-out-the-back drive was more convenient
and gave full aooess to the entire bam. Additionsto this type of bam could be mede on one end without changing the
overdl function of the facility. By comparison, additions to the English bam usually took the form of the atachment of a
sscond barn unit to one side, like that seen a the Lebaron Tavemn Bam, creating an asymmetrical and less convenient

arangemen.

In many cases the New England bam was aso built with acdllar for convenient manure collection. The manuring of
agricultural fieldswas an important part of progressive farming, o convenient manure collection became part of the bams
of many of the mogt progressve farmers of the day. With the addition of cdlars for manure collection, ventilators, often
in the form of decorative cupolas, were added to bam roofs.

The New England bam ssams dreedy to have beaen gaining popularity in Sutton by the 1830s(Small, p. 156). Mot of the
bamsinthe Sutton Center Historic District are New England bams. Their precise dates are not known; however, it
gopears that mog datefrom the mid-late 19* century period.

Many of the New England bamsin the historic digtrict are freestanding, while numerous others are attached by an ell to
the dwelling house. The tradition of attaching abam to an ell of the housein New England correspondsto the same
period that saw the trend toward adding a sarvice el to the main body of the house and the rise in popularity of the New
England bam form. This more process-oriented arrangement of the farmhouse and its bam was the result of an effort to
dreamline farm activities and production in order to meet the agricultural demandsof agrowing industrial populationin
Sutton and the broader advent of market farming in Worcester County. This new, attached, house-bam form wes
perceived initsday as areflection of progressveness and modemity. It was adso ssen as a Sgn of the indudtriousnessand
(continued)
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good character of the owner (Small, p. 174). Although the eattached barn was first used as a practica feature of progressive
New England farms, it &lso became popular for in-town dwellings, as well. Both kinds are ssen in the Sutton Center
Historic District.

Houseswith atached New England bams continued to be popular through about the end of the 19* century. Even &s late
& 1902, when the house and bam a Brigham/Fairview Farm were built, alarge New England bam was attached to the
sarvice wing on the eest Sde of the house. Composad of alarge, prosperous-looking farmhouse, a long service wing-shed
section, and a large gable-front bam with a cupola on itsroof, this atached house-bam form created one of the most
imposing architectura complexes in the entire historic district.

SUTTON CENTERTODAY

Today the Sutton Center Historic District still presarvesthe gppearanceof a 19* century New England village. With the
exception of the constmction of aVictorian syle town hall (no longer standing), few changes occurred here during the
late 19* century. The 20* century has madeits mark on the village, but, nonethdess, has left it with a predominantly 19*
century charecter.

20* Century Changes
A few Colonia Revival and Artsand Craftsstyle houses and a Colonial Reviva style high school were built on lotsin the

center during the early 20* century. From about 1950 through about 1970, severa houses mostly of the ranch type, were
built on formerly undeveloped land. The high school was demolished, leaving avecant ot where it once sood. With few
exceptions, housssbuilt in the historic district from about 1900 through about 1970 are modest in Size and gppearance.
They were generdly built on smal lotsand st dose to the road. Becausethey are few in number, unassuming in their
gppearance, and similar in their placement to the older housesin the areg, they have not overwhemed the 19* century
character of the village.

Condruction in the historic district Snce 1980 hes been limited. However the housesbuilt Snce 1980 are larger in Sze
than were the earlier ones Also, indead of being built dose to the road and s fairly close together on small lots, as was
typical earlier, they are placed in the middle of larger lotsthat have been subdivided from former farmland.

The largest and mogt highly visible change mede to Sutton Center snce 1980 isthe replacement of the earlier town hall
with the present multipurpose Town Hall/Municipal Building in 1982. Containing town offices, the public library, and
the town's police and fire departments, this building is more notable more for its amorphous, sprawling, and bulky form
than for itsbland architecture. The unlandscaped parking lots surrounding the building do nothing to improveits
gppearance, while they dso diminish the 19* century character of the center village.

Until recently, Sutton Common was simply a grassy public spate dotted with trees. 1n 1976 a monument recognizing the
nation's bicentennia anniversary was placed a the southwes comer (Map #49). In 1997 the Common was given amore
urban look by the addition of lighting, benches, and abandgtand (Map # 47) for public concerts.

Planning for the Future
While the Sutton Center Historic District shows evidence of the 20* century life of the town, development during this
century has not overwhelmed it. Nonetheless, concerted effort will be necessary to presarvethe unique historic character
of the districtin thefuture.

(continued)
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At the present time, Sutton is undergoing wholesale development for suburban housing. The economy is good and the
recent opening of an exit from the Massachusatts Turnpike neerby inMillbury hes made the town adesirable location for
Bogon and west-of-Boston commuter housing. Asthese drcumstances encourage growth, the townwill be forced to
change To presarvethe essence of Sutton Center's semi-rurd village character in the face of development, the town must
acknowledge what that character is and teke geps to presarve it.

The residentia development of existing farmland within the historic district will continue unlessefforts are mede to
encourage agricultura pursuits in the town center, or a leedt to presarvethe open goece that is now ussd as farmland or is
currently undeveloped. Key open goece aress that contribute to the historic spatid arangement and semi-rura gppearance
of the village include the woodland and pasture assodiated with the John Morse House, the pagture and hayfields north
and eedt of the Brigham/Fairview Farmhouse, the padureseedt of the Lazarus LeBaron Tavem, the cornfield south of the
Hall-Mills House, the open land north of the Dagget-Tenney House, and thefieldsand padturesthat are associated with
The Maples Farm on both Sdes of Singletary Avenue.

Expangon of the town's municipa facilities could aso damage the traditional gppearance of the village if it were carried
out without including historic priorities as amajor dement of the planning process. Planning With historic priorities in
mind would involve severd combined efforts. One isto condder carefully the placement, sze, character, design, and
materias of new buildings o that they enhancethe civic presence of the center without detracting from its historic
gppearance. Another isto attempt to lower the impact of municipal expanson by consdering the adaptive reuse of
exigting historic buildingsfor municipa purposes. A third isto maintain the natura and semi-rurd qualities of the
historic center village by limiting the use of paved parking aress, locating parking aressin low-visibility locations,
screening them from view, and softening their effect by the uses of grassy strips, landscgpe planting, and sympathetic
fencing.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement in the Sutton areaare poorly understood, any surviving Sites could be significant.
Prehigtoric gtesin this areamay contain information that contributes significantly to ressarch into interior/upland
activities and adaptations.  This information can be important in our understanding of the Central Massachusetts region
and the Blackstone River drainage. Prehistoric Stesin the district may contain significant information that documents the
importance of upland resources and their seasond/functiond role in Native American sttlement and subsstence pattems
in the area. Information may be present that forms abassof comparison between interior and coagtd adaptationsand
how these changed through time. Prehistoric Stesin the district may aso contribute significant information to sudies of
lithic technology in the region. The widevariety of lithics represented in chipped sonetools found in the Centra
Massachusatts region may be useful inaddressng questions of changing exchange networks, territoriality, and socid
boundaries. The presence of estite, amineral used for domestic, ceremonid and possibly exchange purposes, a dtes
and quarries in the region may aso contribute information relating to source aressfor that material.

Historic archaeological resources described above havethe potential to document the growth of an upland agricultural
community and nudeated village that continued as the cultural and governmenta center of the town during the 18 and
19 centuries. Additional historic reseerch combined with archaeologicd survey and testing can help document the
pattern of nudleated village growth that contraststhe overall pattem of sparse and scattered farmdieads that existed until
themid 19¢ century. Archaeological ressarch can help document the locations of the first two meeting house stes

(c. 1720,1751) located onthe common (1719). These Stesand their locations represent the origin of a nucdleated pattern
that with the Center Burying Ground existed until the present Congregationad meeting housewas built off the common

(continued)
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proper in 1829. Structural evidence may aso survive from the many tavems, storesand other businessesthat continued a
nucleated village pattem well intothe 19* century. Structurd evidence from residential Stesmay also help document
their role inanudesated village settlement pattem.  Additional historical and archaeologicd research can be used to more
accuratdy recongtruct the extent and temporal goan of higtoric settlement.  Thisinformation may indicate agregter role for
resdential settlement in the village center than previoudy thought.

The detailed andyds of the contents from occupational related feetures (trash pits, privies, wells) associated with both
archaeologicd dtesand extant structures may aso contribute important social, cultural and economic information on the
individualsthat inhabited or used each dructure and their activities. Thistype of research can contribute important
information related to the socio-economic gatus of individuals, familiesand ethnic/racia groups, hedth, the overdl
dependence of individuals on local and regional markets, cottage indudtries and community changethrough time. The
andysis of occupationd related features rdlated to commercid structures may aso contribute important technological
information related to specific trades including boot and shoe manufacture, blacksmithing, comb making, cabinet making
and the wheelwright trade. The comparison of features containing evidence of thesetradesfrom residential Stesto more
exclusively and larger commercia ventures may aso document technological changein these indudtries as they evolved.
Archaeological testing and andlyss a individua stesmay aso contribute information on the construction sequence for
each structure, the extent that earlier structures may have been incorporated into later buildings, and architectural details
specificto each building. Archaeological and architecturad anayss can compliment eech other for amore comprehensive
and conclusive recongtruction of aproperty. Further documentary and physical investigation of structures, especialy
homes, to better underdand their history, has been recognized as a common theme and need for the district. Current
research hes not made it possible to know what mog pre-revolutionary housssin the district might have originally looked
like or what form they might have taken a the time of their origina consgtmction. Documentation and location of
foundations, builder's trenches, thresholds or evidence of doorways, chimney beses and other similar structura features
can help recondgruct the origina layout of dructures, structural modificationsand, the extent to which earlier smctures
were incorporated into later buildings. Artifact concentrations, a times in stratified deposits can d<o help identify the
dates of initial building congtruction, renovation and demolition. Thisanayss and the sudy of the contents from
occupationa related features may aso contain artifact evidence that documents specific architectura details of the
dructure and its building materids. Unmarked gravesa cemeteriesin the district can help recondruct accurate burial
pattemsin eech cemetery. Recongtructed burial pattems and post molds representing fencelines no longer extant can be
used to identify cemetery boundaries and boundary changes through time. Artifactsdepodted with individuas & thetime
of burial and during later memoria services can identify the mortuary cugoms of individuals, familiesand possible ethnic
groups or specific socio/economic groups in the village.

(end)
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM REFERENCES
POINT ZONE EASTING NORTHING
E 19 272/100 46/69/800
F 19 271/950 46/69/700
G 19 271/020 46/69/660
H 19 271/920 46/69/620
| 19 271/860 46/69/620
J 19 271/640 46/69/400
K 19 271/400 46/69/340
L 19 271/240 46/69/230
M 19 271/180 46/69/380
N 19 271/080 46/69/300
0 19 271/020 46/69/475
P 19 270/930 46/69/410
Q 19 270/780 46/69/750
R 19 270/540 46/69/980
S 19 270/830 46/70/280
T 19 270/850 46/70/270
Ue 19 271/020 46/70/340
v 19 271/920 . 46/70/440
W 19 271/250 46/70/680
X 19 271/230 «  46/70/780
Y 19 271/350 46/70/740
z 19 271/260 46/70/780
AA 19 271/320 46/70/820
BB 19 271/340 46/70/750
cc 19 271/800 46/71/020
DD 19 271870 46/70/890
EE 19 271/780 46/70/820
FF 19 271/850 46/70/720
GG 19 271/950 46/70/710
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HH 19 272/090 46/70/820
I 19 272/240 46/70/600
D 19 272/300 46/70/650
KK 19 272/400 46/70/460
LL 19 272/430 46/70/480
MM 19 272/480 46/70/420
NN 19 272/400 46/70/380
00 19 272/400 46/70/340
PP 19 272/480 46/70/340
QQ 19 272/460 46/70/250
RR 19 272/500 46/70/200
s 19 272/450 46/70/220
TT 19 272/520 46/70/190

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundaries of this district are defined as shown by linesmarked in pencil on the atached Town of Sutton Assessor's
Maps9, 16, 17, and 23.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Properties that historically and visually act to create the sanse of Sutton Center as asemi-rural New England center village
were included in the Sutton Center Historic District. The digtrict ismade up not only of historic buildings, historic civic
Foaces, monuments, and historic dtes, but dso of open land, wooded land, and land in active agricultural use Since rurd
qualities are among the mog digtinctive agpects of the character of thevillage, certain lotswere included for their
contributionsto the rural gppearanceof the district. Among theseare: Lots16/42, 16/141, 16/99, 16/135, 16/145, 16/132,
16/114, 16/107, 17/1, 17/2, and 17/47.

In addition to itsinclusion in the district for itsrural qualities. Lot 16/107 isaso important for itsrolein the military
history of the town. All or part of Lot 16/107 gppears to have served for an unidentified period as the training field for the
town'smilitia. Onitisaso the presumed sSite and archaeologica remains of the powderhouse built by the Town of Sutton
in the early 19* century.

The northem portion of Lot 16/114 gppearsawaysto have contributed to the open goace of the center village, even when
horse sheds good aong the perimeter of its southem end, facing on Boston Road.

Boundaries for the district follow current property boundaries in most cases. Only where following the existing property
lineswould have extended the boundaries far beyond the other adjoining boundaries were non-property-line boundaries
edablished. The placeswhere such changes were made are the following: (1) A line was drawn to eiminate the
northemmost section of Lot 16/13 from the district where it extended much further than other northern boundaries of the
district. The northem boundary of the New England Power Company right of way that cuts acrossthe lot was chosen for

(continued)
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the district boundary linethere. Thisline corresponds more or less to the historic northem boundary of the Settlers Lots
laid out by the Sutton Proprietors in 1719. (2) A portion of Lot 16/107 was cut off on its eestern end where asmall strip
of land extends beyond the eastern boundary lines of the adjoining lots. (3) Lots 23/34 and 23/38 were included in the
district dnce they were part of early Proprietors Lotslaid out in this section of the Town of Sutton. However, snce they
ae large lotsthat extend much further southward than do other property lines on this end of the district, aboundary line

was drawn as a draight line extending from the southwest comer of Lot 16/74, which adjoinsLot 23/34 on the eed, to the
outheest comer of Lot23/89, which adjoinsLot 23/48 on the west.

(END)
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PHOTOGRAPHSAND ILLUSTRATIONS

Photogrephs taken by Susan Ceccacci, 1997
Negatives with Sutton Historical Commisson

1 314, 312, 306 Bogon Road, looking NE from intersection of Boston Road, Singletary Avenue and Uxbridge
Road.

Congregational Meetinghouse, 307 Boston Road, looking E from Sutton Common
Rufiis Putnam building, 4 Uxbridge Road, looking W

Dudley-Tracy House, 10 Singletary Avenue, lookingN from Boston Road
Singletary Avenue looking N from 1 Singletary Avenue

Boston Road looking E

Uxbridge Road looking S

Dagget - Tenney House, 34 Singletary Avenue, looking N

Darius Russall House, 324 Boston Road, 1ooking NE

John Morse House, 254 Bogton Road, looking E

2POO0ONDOTAWN

o

Illustrations

18* Century Sutton ProprietorsMap

Sutton Center Settlers Lotsoverlaid on present-day mep
Approximatelocation of early 19* century Powder House
Rufus Putnam/Center  School Building

1904 photograph at intersection of Bogon and Uxbridge Roads
Secretary desk mede by Sutton's Nathan Lombard * ,
Viewof Sutton Center, 1830s

1952 View of Congregationd Medtinghouse

First town hall, built 1885, poscard view

Suttonhighschool, buih 1908

Buildings on south sde of Church Circuit facing South Common
1904 photograph, livery gable

Singletary Avenue looking E about 1950

Old Sutton Tavern
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(end)
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ILLUSTRATION #1  18™ Century Sutton Proprigtors Map
Contiguous lots numbered 15 through 20 &t the bottoin of the pege meke up alarge portion of the presant Sutton Canter Higtoric Didtrict
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ILLUSTRATION #2 Sutton Cater Settlers Lots and proprietors  Lots Ovelad on 1998 Sutton Assessar's Map. Domma Rossio, ung, 2000

ov,." AT e NN
The Sutton Proprigtors laid out 40 acre Settlers Lots north of Baston Roed and 30 aore Proprietors Lots south of Bogon Roed betwean 1714 and 1719.
Proprigtors lotsinduded aMmider's Lot (# 18) and a Schad Lot (# 19). A gx-acre portion & the north ed of the 40-acre Miniger's Lot (sse area marked
"Common'’) wes 2t adde as adte for the town's meding houss, trainingfiel d,and burying ground. Many current property lines correspond to the boundaries
of these ealy lots.



"

ILLUSTRATION #5 Approximate |location of the early 19* coitury Town Powder House shown on 1998
Sutton Assessor'sMap 16



ILLUSTRATION #4 View looking souti™eestfromthe Cata Burying Ground

K. Ceafigery and Town Hall,
il

The Rufus Punany Cater Schod Building is on the left. Buildings right of it are probably schod privies The 18356 Sutton Town Hall is on the right.



ILLUSTRATION #5 1904 photogrgph taken at the intersection of Bogton and Uxbridge Roeds view looking northeedt. Left to right: Brick Block,
Slence Punem House'The Parsonegg, and harse deds



ILLUSTRATION #6
Saordary desk meoke by Nathan Lombard of Sutton, festured on the dudt jacket of Charles F. Montgomery's American Fumiture of the
Fedard Peiod



ILLUSTRATION # 7

View of Sutton Canter, drca 1830s

This woodaout wes probaly takenfromJan Wame Barber's Higoricd Callections, published 1840.

Onthefar left ae horse dads (no longer danding)frontingon Bodon Roed. Next isthefirstminiger's house (no longer
danding) on the Ste of the presant Brigham/Fairview Farm, 298 Boston Road. At the canter is the Edes Howe House,
301 Bogton Road. The 1829 Congregationd Medting House overlooks Sutton Gammon on the right.
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ILLUSTRATION #«9
Sutton'sfirstTovro Hall, built 1885, Hbridee Bovden. architect
This building good on the gte of the presant Town Hal/Municipa Building



ILLUSTRATION #«/0

Sutton High Schod. but 1908
Thisbuilding wes dardUudad in the 1950's after the congmction of anew high schod building. Its Ste on Sngletary

Avenue isnow vecat.



ILLUSTRATION # fl»
Buildings on the south sde of Church Circuit facing Sutton Common

TOP. A pre-1865 phaotogrgph of the house that good on the Ste of the presant dwdling a 2 Church Circuit. Woodbury's
Sore ison thefer right. The dore building wes moved to Bramanville in Millbury in 1865. The house wes destroyed by

fire in 1900.

BOTTOM: Pre-1909 podcad view of the three houses on the south Sde of Church Circuit thet were destroyed byfirein
1900, View looking southfromSutton Cammon: The house onthefer left gands on the goproximete Ste of the presant
house a 4 Church Circuit. The aneon thef errightdands on the Ste of the presant house a 2 Church Circuit.



ILLUSTRATION
Deall of a 1904 phatogrgoh dhowing the Uvay gable that ance good on Singldary Averue batwean the Brick Block and

the Dudey-Shamen Blacksmith S1p
View looking north with the west reer saction of the Brick Block onthe right.



ILLUSTRATION #103

Sngetay Avae looking northwest ebout 1950

IOmhe left isth)eAtImtic Filling Staion, 1 Sngletary Avaug, probebly built inthe 1930s On therightis the south 9de of the 1908 Sutton High Schod (no
onger fanding



THE " OLD SUTTON TAVERN."

From a painting by ”“neodore L. Cliase, 'Phila.

ILLUSTRATION #© /</
Old Sutton Tavern, posshly bmlt as ealy as 1727
This building, do known asthe "Flank Tavem" bacause of its plank sding, ood on the northwest comer of the

intersection of Bodon Roed and Sngleary Avanue [t was moved beck on the Steinthe 1860's and wes damdlished
e time laer.



M ap# AssessHMHC#
1 173 68
2 17/46 70
3 17/48 71
67 16/107
4 17/51
5 16/106 72
6 16/109
7 16/110 74
9 171 75
76
8 16/124 77
78
10 16/108 79
n 16/111 80
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Address

247 Boston Rd.
254 Boston Rd.
264 Boston Rd.
268 Boston Rd.
270 Boston Rd.
286 Boston Rd.
290 Boston Rd.
294 Boston Rd.

297 Boston Rd.

298 Boston Rd.

301 Boston Rd.

302 Boston Rd.

Historic Name

A & E Brown House

garege
John Morse House

garege
house

gaage

powder house Ste
house

house

house

shed

M.M. Hovey Rent H.
shed

L. Lebaron Tavem
bam

shed

shed

comcrib

Brigham Farm
atached bam
shed

shed

EdesHowe House

garage

garege
house

gaage
Pagelof 7

SUTTON (WORCESTER), MA

Date

1906

ealy 20* c.
1811-15
late 20* c.
1941
1940s
1804

1999

1996

midl9th-early20*c. GkRev

19* c.

c. 185057
e20* c.
174

1790s
18*-19*c.
19*-20* c.
19*-e20* c.
1902

1902

e20* c.

c. 1950-70
c. 1810

c. 1930s
late 20* c.
1934, 1950s
c. 1950s

Syle

dem GkRv

Federd

astylistic

Col Rev
Col Rev

GkRev

Georgian

Col Rev

Federd

astylistic

Status'Resour ce

cm

R

NC/B
C/B
C/B
(O
NC/B
NC/B
C/B

am
cm

B
g

cm
cm

e

C/B
C/B
NC/B
C/B
NC/B



Map # AssessHMHC#

BE8E K

B

o

21

16/112 81
16/113 82
1693 99
16/114

16/115 83
16/116 84
1655 51
16/58 50
16/61 53

16/102
16/74 52

16/62 59

1663 87
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Address

304 Boston Rd.
306 Boston Rd.
307 Boston Rd.
Boston Rd.
312 Boston Rd.
314 Boston Rd.
318 Boston Rd.
322 Boston Rd.
324 Boston Rd.

324R Boston Rd.
327 Boston Rd.

328 Boston Rd.

330 Boston Rd.

SUTTON (WORCESTER), MA

Historic Name Date

L. Woodbury House 1843

garage c. 1950s
E. Putnam House c. 1900
I"Cong. Church 1829
horse shed site c. 1770s
S Putnam House 1855
Parsonage
The Brick Block 1839
hand water pump c. 1912
Methodist Church 1854;1860s
Holbrook House
Gibbs Sbhley House  ¢.1800, 1850s
bam/garage late 20* c.
Darius RusHl House 1798-1805
atached bam 19* c.
former town pound ste 1719
field/woods
Dr. David Hall House 175355
bam 19* c.
shed e 20thc.
discontinued road 18* c.
Gibbs Lilley House Ci1845
bam midlSth c.
toolshed
Samud Metcalf House 1892
garage mid 20* c.

Page 2 of 7

Syle
Gk/Goth Rev

Gk/Gothic
Fed/Goth

GkRev
Fed/Gr Rev
GrRev/Ita
adyligtic/cape
agtyligtic/cape

agtyligtic
GkRev

GkRev

GkRev

Status’Resour ce

cm
NC/B

cm
&4
cm
&y

cm

C/B
NC/B
C/B

cm
cls

cm
cm

C/B

cm
Wk
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Map# AssessHMHCH Address Historic Name Date Syle

23 16/64 57 334 Boston Rd. LeBaon-Waea's em 18*c astyligtic
Whed ock House
Bam mid 19* c.
Former store c. 194

38 1673 89 337 Boston Rd. Stockwell-Rich House 1876-98 GkRev
gaege C. 1%40s

24 16/65 336 Boston Rd. house 1890s1920s  astyligtic
bam lae 19" c.

25 1666 90 338 Boston Rd. house 1939 ColRev

37 16/72 58 339 Boston Rd. W.E. Cole House/ 1844 GkRev
Devonshire Farm

36 16/71 341 Boston Rd. house 1973 ranch

58 23/34 343 Boston Rd. house 1979 Col Rev

C3) 16/70 345 Boston Rd. house 1952 ranch

26 1616 91 346 Boston Rd. Nathaniel Carriel House 1752 agtyligtic
atached shop emid 19* c.
bam 19* c.
shed lae 20* c.

A 16/69 349 Boston Rd. house 1820 Fed/Gk

A 16/68 351 Boston Rd. house 1956 ranch

3 16/49 355 Boston Rd. house 194 ranch

27 16/67 356 Boston Rd. <. Mark's Church 1964 ColREV

17/47 358 Boston Rd. field/woods

28 16/67 36 360 Bosgton Rd. Whipple-MillsSbley H.1765 Geo/GrRev
bam mid 19* ¢

P2 16/89 361 Boston Rd. house 1996 ranch

32A 1689V Boston Rd. Woodbury-ColeCam  E. 19* c.
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Status’'Resour ce
cm

C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
C/B

NC/B
NC/B
NC/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
C/B
NC/B
NC/B
NC/B
C/sl
C/B
C/B
NC/B
(O



SUTTON CENTERHISTORIC DISTRICT DATA SHEET
SUTTON (WORCESTER), MA

M ap# AssesstMHC# Address Historic Name Date Syle

29 16/13 370 Boston Rd. house 1953 ranch

30 16/12 372 Bogton Rd. Perce House 141 Fed Rev
bam c. 19" c

52 16/91 97 2 Church Circuit Mrs. S Sherman House c. 1910 GkRev
bam c. 1910

51 16/80 98 4 Church Circuit Mrs. D. Mascroft H. ¢ 1910 e 20" c

0 16/123 4 Cole Ave. house 193560 ranch
bam c. 1970 agtylistic

86 16/128 5ColeAve. house 19*c., 1919 adylistic

87 16/127 42 7 Cole Ave. "Ocean House' C1800, 1850 GrRev

16/126 7 V2 Cole Ave. Stuart Johnson House 1943 astylistic

89 16/125 9 Cole Ave. Stanley Knapp House 1935 gambrdl
gaage c. 1935 agtyligtic

14 16/97 10 Dudley Dir. house 1967 ranch

31 2350 # 5 Putnam Hill Rd. Cole-Woodbury House 18*c.,mid 19* astyl/GkRev
gaage e 20* c.

61 1655 101 1 Singletary Ave. ges station 1920-40 agtyligtic
lube depot mid-late 20* c.
shed late 20* c.

62 16/4 3 Singletary Ave. High School ste 1909

59 16/117 Singletary Ave. Livery Steble ste mid-late 19* c.

60 16/118 102 6 Singletary Ave. Dud-Sher Blacksmith  mid-late 19* c. astylistic

64 1653 108 9 Singletary Ave. house 19251950s  astyligtic
gaage mid 20* c.

63 16/119 55 10 Singletary Ave. Dudley-Tracy House c. 1857 GothRv
bam mid 19* c.
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NC/B
C/B
c/B
c/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
NC/B
C/B
c/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
NC/B
C/sl
c/sl
C/B
C/B
NC/B
C/B
C/B



M ap# AssessHM HC#H

66

65

70

71

74

76

16/52 38
104
16/120 49
16/51 106
16/50 39

16/121 40

16/122 41

1649 106

16/129 107

16/130 43

1647 44

16/131 108

16/132
16/46 10

SUTTON CENTERHISTORIC DISTRICT DATA SHEET
SUTTON (WORCESTER), MA

Address

11 Sngletary Ave.
12 Singletary Ave.
13 Singletary Ave.
15 Singletary Ave.

16 Singletary Ave.

18 Singletary Ave.
19 Singletary Ave.
20 Singletary Ave.
22 Singletary Ave.

23 Singletary Ave.

24 Singletary Ave.

28 Singletary Ave.
29 Singletary Ave.

Historic Name

King-Ray House
atached bam

JC. Woodbury House
atached outbuilding

D. Whitney House
gaage

JH. Nason House
atached bam

Howard-Dodge House

outbuilding

shed

Congreg. Parsonege
atached bam
house

bam

W.R. Wallishouse

garege

Simon Tenney House

shed or shop
Short View Farm/

Loren Howard House

Attached bam

V.S. Johnson House

shed
field

P. Marlow Tenement
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Date

1836

c. 1860
184550
19*e 20* c.
1938

c. 1930s
1857

c. 1857

c. 1842
1960s-70s
lae 20* c.
c. 1850
m. 19* c.
1970

lae 20* c.
1930

c. 1930s
c. 1827
19* c.

Syle

GkRev
Itdianate
GkRev

Art/Crafts

GkRev
RkRev
GkRev

astyligtic
GkRev
ranch

Art/Crafts
Art/Crafts
Federd

C. 1840s 1876 GkRev

mid 19* c.
1902
e 20* c.

18*-19*c., 1840s adtylidtic

GkRev

StatugResou

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
NC/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
NC/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/Sl
C/B



SUTTON CENTERHISTORIC DISTRICT DATA SHEET
SUTTON (WORCESTER), MA

Map# AssesstHMHCH Address Historic Name Date Syle Status/Resour ce
78 16/133 110 32 Singletary Ave. Mrs. R. Richardson H. 1935 ColRev C/B
80 1645 111 3 Singletary Ave. Gould-Tenney House 18thc, 1840  astylistic C/B
late 20* c. gambrdl NC/B
shed late 20* . NC/B
79 16/134 46 34 Singletary Ave. Dagget-Tenney House mid-late 18 . astylistic C/B
bam 19* c. C/B
shed late 20* c. NC/B
81 1644 112 35 Singletary Ave. house 1977 ColREv NC/B
16/145 38 Singletary Ave. field/soccer field C/S
16/135 40 Singletary Ave. field C/S
82 1617 113 41 Singletary Ave. house 1991 ColRev NC/B
3 1643 47 47 Singletary Ave. Wm. Perry Farm c. 1856 GkRev C/B
bam c. 1926 c/B
slo c. 1926 C/B
slo c. 1926 C/B
gaage 1926-30s C/B
& 16/136 115 56 Singletary Ave. L.F. Sampson House 1912 Art/Crafts bungdow  C/B
gaage c. 1930s C/B
shed/studio c. 1930s C/B
& 16/137 48 64 Singletary Ave. Stockwell-Leonard H. €. 1820 Fed/GrRev C/B
atached bam c 19 c C/B
48 1692 911 Uxbridge/Boston Rds ~ Sutton Town Common 1719 C/sS
47 16/92 100 Common Bandstand 1997 ColRev NC/B
49 16/92 909 Common War Memoriad Mon. 1976 NC/O
43 16/76 54 4 UxbridgeRd. . Rufus Putnam Hall/ ¢ 1823 Fed/GrRev C/B
Center School
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SUTTON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT DATA SHEET
SUTTON (WORCESTER), MA

Map # AssesstMHC# Address Historic Name Date Syle Status’Resour ce
42 16/76 910 4 UxbridgeRd. Revolutionary War Mon. 1914 ClO
46 16/76 800 4 Uxbridge Rd. Burying Ground 1719 C/Sl
41 1675 8 4 Uxbridge Rd. Town Hearse House  c. 1870 119" CVict. C/B
40 16/75 907 4 Uxbridge Rd. Town Pound c. 1719 C/sl
4 165 97 4 Uxbridge Rd. Town Hall/Library/ 1082 CoRev NC/B
Police Station
45 16/92 908 4 Uxbridge Rd. Civil War Cannon Mon. 1886 Clo
53 16/77 96 10 Uxbridge Rd. Hall-Mills House c. 1780, 1800 Federd C/B
sepping Sones c 18 c Cio
U] 1685 95 11 Uxbridge Rd. house 1953 ColRev NC/B
16/78 16 Uxbridge Rd. agricultural field C/sl
% 1684 A 17 Uxbridge Rd. Dr. D.S.C.H. Smith H. c. 1831-1840s Fed/GrRev C/B
bam mid-late 19* c. C/B
56 1683 93 21 Uxbridge Rd. Edward King House 1949 CoRev C/B
gaege C. 1949-60 NC/B
57 16/81 92 25 Uxbridge Rd. John Stockwell House c. 187892 GrRev C/B
bam mid-late 20* c. NC/B
16/141 10 Whedock Rd. fields/'woods C/S
16/99 14 Whedock Rd. fields/woods C/S
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Date: February 22, 2001

To: The Commonwedlth of Massachusatts
William Francis Galvin
Secretary of the Commonwedth

From: SarahF. Young 'saiA™g"vr r'J v
P.O. Box 573 ANV o>
Orange Lake, FL 32681
(352) 595-7218
E-mail: syoung0O01@msn.com

Re Sutton Center Historic District (Map 16, Lot 78, 16 Uxbridge Road)

RECEIVEB

B26
MASS. HST. GOAN

Flease acogpt this letter in reference to the endosed |etter, | recieved on February 17, pertainingto the
National Regiger of Historic PFaces Thisnotificationisnot nearly enough time for me to make arangements
to atend ether meeting of the meetings regarding thisproposa. Thisletter is anotarized Satement, certifying
that | am the owner of the forementioned parcd and object to the listing of it in the Nationa Regigter of
Historica Places. Fease underdand the land in reference is 5.6 acres and has been used to farm com and hay. |
am not sure how this property meets historical criteria. The property does not contain any monuments,

landmarks, cemeteries, statuesor any built structures.

After conferring with my attorney, | was maede aware of restrictions that may be placed on the property if it
contains aHistorical Registry classification. 1 currently do not wish to meke any status changes on my property
a thistime. Please accept my objection to be listed in the National Register of Historical Places

Sincerdy,
-
Saah F. Young
COUMTY OF MmOH
»"-A  Kimberly Ann Baxt N ..
. N‘;“C(f;nmiggon 02760183 TTio Tiref™ry=" 72y rm" jjckrsonfedged before

Expires September 22,2002

vimo 53 paidont;:./ .-Rw! 1.0 mi; or who has prduced O

« HMIMSTOECTE 3- fdstjiicalion and who e

Oancah.



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

April 12,2001 r FEEVD 222{)7
Ms. Carol Shull
National Register of Historic Places AR 7020

Department of theInterior
National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Sutton Center HD, Sutton (Worcester), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

One letter of objection has been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg 0
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

enclosure

CC. Mad colm Pearson, Sutton Historicd Commisson
Donna Rosso, Sutton Higtoricad Commisson
Qs Ceocaod, Presarvation Conaudtant
Robat Knedand, Chair, Board of Sdecimen
Jennifer Cortis, Flanning and BEconomic Devdopment

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.statc.ma us'sed mhe





