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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wheeler Hall, built in 1893, is a large, Sj-story, dark red brick structure 
with a high basement. It is eclectic in style but has a distinct Richardsonian 
entrance on the north (main) facade. This is included in a central pavilion 
and consists of an arcade of three heavy round arches with short, round, engaged 
stone columns at the spring points. The central opening is the main entryway 
and those on either side contain windows. A broad stair with cut stone steps 
and wide, solid rails of stone blocks covered by coping rises from grade level 
to the first floor. Above the central arch, on the second and third stories, 
is a shallow bay window, and at the top, extending the width of the pavilion, 
is a pedimented dormer with a large triple windov; in the tympanum. There is 
also a central pavilion on the south facade, but entrance is at grade level 
and the opening is rectangular with a large stone lintel. At the top of this 
pavilion is also a dormer which replicates that of the north facade, and 
similar dormers are found at the east and west ends of the roof. The foundation, 
belt courses and other ornamentation are all of local brownstone.

Exterior alterations consist mostly of modifications of original windows, 
particularly the shortening of once tall windows on the first and second 
stories by bricking in approximately the upper thirds of the original openings. 
Fenestration varies considerably from floor to floor.

Plans for the future of the building include extensive interior remodeling and 
modernization, but the exterior will be restored as nearly as possible to its 
original character.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Wheeler Hall is the original building of Northland College, Initially organized as 
North Wisconsin Academy, the school was conceived and constructed as a result of 
efforts of philanthropists and educators of Congregational persuasion from Wisconsin 
and Minnesota. The idea was first proposed at a conference at Pratt (now Grandview) 
in 1891, Subsequently, on May 9, 1892, the bid of Ashland, which included twenty 
acres "in the most eligible and picturesque part of the city" and a subscription of 
$30,000, was accepted. » 2

The building, which was dedicated in June of 1893 and completed in time for the 
opening of the fall term that year, was in many respects a copy of Scoville Hall of 
Beloit College, In addition to this architectural borrowing, the new academy received 
Beloit*s assistance in various other ways. Indeed, a Beloit professor, A. W, Burr, 
was invited to be the first president of North Wisconsin Academy, but he excused 
himself, indicating that the climate might prove too much for Mrs, Burr. Thus that 
responsibility fell to the Reverend Edward P. Wheeler, one of the founders of the 
institution and minister of the local Congregational church. The building was named 
for Mr. Wheeler in 1907, one year after the academy had become a college.

Wheeler Hall is not only the Old Main of Northland College; it is also the recognized 
landmark of higher education throughout a large portion of the North Country, 
Important among the responsibilities of the Academy as recognized by its founders was 
its area of service, which was to include "northern Wisconsin and Michigan and North 
Eastern Minnesota...in which there is not a single high grade high school."^ This 
regional mission has continued to be emphasized. As Northland 1 s President M» J. 
Fenenga observed more than seventy years ago, "It is significant that this school 
was not named for a denomination or a man or a city, but for a region."°

1. Ashland Daily News, May 10, 20, 28, June 28, 1892
2. Ashland Daily Press, Annual Edition, May, 1893
3. Ashland Daily News, Jtine 22, 1892
4. Dexter, Northland College, pp. 34-35
5. Ibid., p. 35
6. Dexter, "Meet the Greater Northland," p. 4
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