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I DESCRIPTION

C'ONDIiT.OAl CHEC I ONE

—UNALTERED 

XLALTERED

CHECK ONE

X_ORIGINALSITE 

_MOVED DATE

_U HEX POSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original structure was a two story frame building 50"6" x 
3 . County offices occupied the first floor. This occupancy or 
a has continued to the present. There has been some slight alter- 
ion of office space on the firsc floor. The Courthouse and furnishings 
e in their original state except Kerosene' fixtures have been electrified,

•Additions to the original structure include:

1, A brick vault, 1861
.2. A Clock Tower, 1866

3. A white packet rence, 1975

The I'en::e was later removed and wire mesh substituted. 
d=r consideration to restore the. picket fence.

Plans are

4. A building approximately the size of the original structure 
s constructed and joined to the roar of the original building in 1934. 
iy the rcost careful observer would detect that it was not part of'the 
igina.1 Courthouse.

5. Wooden window shutters were restored to the original 
.ructure, 1973.

Trees on the property are incense cedar.
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MARIPOSA COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
'- 1854 -

Mariposa County is known as the Mother of California Counties, f 
of the original 27 counties of the new state of California, aSitti" ' 
the Union in September 1850, Mariposa then enibraced one fifth th- are- 
of the state. Ten other counties have since been created in whole or 
part from Mariposa's initial boundaries.

In 1852 our county seat was moved from Agua Fria, now non-exista- 
to the Town of Mp.rip.osa. Construction of the present Courthouse was 
commenced in 1854. The building was accepted and occupied early"in 
1855. he contract price was $9,000, with extras the cost was approx:' 

. $12,000. Materials for the all wood structure came from a pine forest 
p within a mile of the Courthouse site.. There the timbers were cut, saw. 
f into rough lumbei at a nearby sawmill, and some of it hand planed into 

finished lumber. Corners were formed by mortise and tenon. Nails- usei 
were hand made and square cut.

'In 1866 a clock was imported from England and installed in a cupoi 
expecially built for that purpose. The hourly tolling of the clock is 
heard daily throughout the Town of Mariposa.

A letter from John C. Fremont to Mariposa County officials indicat 
that the County overlooked acquiring title to the site on which the 
Courthouse had been recently built. Fremont's letters graciously offer 
to convey the site to the County.

I In 1856 Fremont was the nominee of the newly organized Republican Party for President of the United States.

i The Mariposa County Courthouse, described in 1953 by California
1 Chief Justice as "A Fhrine to the Bench and Bar of California , has
; been the scone of much important litigation affecting the legal history
1 of California, particularly with respect to mining law,

i The most important case .in the annals of California Mining law was 
! tried before the District Court in the Mariposa County Courthoi^. W- 
; -decision was affirmed by the California Suoreaie Court in 18^.
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with niineral rights'retained and owned by the sovereign, i.e. the United States 
or the State of California.

Under the lavs of Mexico, from vhor. the United States acquired California in 
13L5, the owner of land owned surface rights, only, the minerals beneath the 
surface being retained by the soverifin. The defendants argued that the rvle 
of law carried over and was applicable to California lands under United States 
sovereignty, and t,'mt as the owner of the ninerals, cnly the United States or 
the State of California could le.^f^ly object to third persons entering upon 
anothers larid for the purpose ofv^-ovi nr, the r.inerals.

The District Court and the Supreme Court of California rejected these ffr.rjnents 
and held that the one having le t al title to the land cwned both surface and 
mineral ri~hts, snd anyone vho enters upon privately owned land and attempts . 
.to remove minerals without the o\*ners perrj.ss-.cn is a r.cre tret passer.

T]>.e Courthouse is Greek Revival i-i an early, simple ';orra. Detailing 
is sensitive, well proportioned, and well executed, if simple. 
The building contains ^?ide,sq-u^r^, corner pilasters, unclecora'ted 
frieze, and a plain but classic pedimented gable. 
The absence of .a columned porch or portico and the -plain surface 
and window treatment, relate it to Kew England interoretations of 
the style. The tower, with its crenallated parapet ond square ap 
pearance, really relate it more to Gothic Revival styles than 
Greek Revival, but both occur chronologically fairly close together 
in California architecture of this era.
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T.ie court. loase of j.354, is t.ie oloe.st courthouse in sctive use as t 
z courunouse, v.-:-st, of tae Mississippi toe*/. T

j.

.Attit i.s Knovn of it's builders Fox and Snrirer-otaer taar ta«t 
tntiy ;T;i,jr-^t'rc to '^lifornio frosi tae nortaeast curing tae gold rusn, 
T.i^y were buiicers, not sreuitect:; per se. riut taey remembered 
well t.^e, style of public buildings fr^m tae -re* fron wnence tney 
-;«T:e. btfsec; _MI taso .inovviedje *nd experience, P. V. Fox prepared 
trie plans for ?• fee of ^lOJ.JO. T.ie plans v:ere adopted by tae 
^ouri of Sessions, June 21, 1354, and contract awarded on July 21, 
1:5-;* t3 P. V. Fox sn^ A. K. Sariyer on taeir bi-i 4>f i>^,000.

"ourt recaras of l-3>3 and 1^^9 disclose Fox ^nci SnriTer suin^ tae 
roanty for payment jf Fox's fee for prepsritig tae plans, and for 
interest tile^edly due for buiioia^ tae court.iouse.
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