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BUNAME

HisTaRic Mariposa County Courthouse °

AND/OR COMMON B .

ZALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

. 5088 Bullion Street —NOTFOR PUBLICATION
Iy Town ] . CONGRLSSIONAL GISTRICT
Maripnocsa - — VICINITY OF 1S+h
STATE - ] ConE COUNTY €O0E
California Y Mariposa 03
L CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT X_pusLc X0CCurien —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—_SUILDING!S . -PRIVATE ~UNOCCUP:ED —COVMERCIAL —PARK
© X STRUCTURE _.BOTH ~—WORK IN PROGRESS —EQUCATIONAL —PRIVATE AESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTEATAINMENT  _REUGIOUS
—OBJECT kN PRQCESS XYES RESTRICTED HGOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
- BEING CONSIDERED ——YES UNRESTRICTED ..y."\'DUSYRiAL _IHANSPCRIA‘HON
. —NO ——MILITARY —~OTHER.
[L;OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME B .
. County of Mariposa
STRAEET & NUMBER
5088 Bullion Street
ary.Town - - ] STATE .
Mariposa e VICRITY OF California
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE N
REGISTRY OF DEFOS.ETC  Hall of Records
STREET & NUMEBER -
10th Street
CIY TOWN STATE
. , Mariposa California —
REPRESENTATION iN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
California Steate Landmark No.-670
TDATE - ‘ i
12/1/58 _FEDERAL X STATE _COUNTY _10CAL
¥ FUNTORY FOR
- Sunvevescoros  Office of Historic Preservation
CITY, TOWN - o STATE
Sacramento, California 95811
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{DESCRIPTION

ONDIT.ON CHEC{ ONE CHECK ONE
co 1 B .
: . DETERIORATED __UNALTERED ' X_ORIGIKAL SITE »
Lyt rus X ALTERED _MOVED  DATE_
D -
"ff.z _ UKEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGHNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

: ) : . 3 3 50'6" x
\ iqs : o story frame building 30

T inal structure was a tﬁo s '8 :

lEZuﬁiggogfices occupied the first floor}.} This ocg;?gﬁzyatﬁer
. L some . - )

' i c the present. There has been r-

2 has °°‘g§ig‘;e§p§ce on ghe firse floor. Thg Courthouse and fuxl'néi!;;;fu__;:d
2 oihzi; originai state except Kerosene fixtures have been ele .
2 in 3 .

-Additioas to the original structure include:

1. A brick vault, 1861

- 2. & Clock Tover, 1866
"3. A white picket lence, 1975

The fen:e was later remcved and wiie mesh substituted. Plans are

Ssr consideraticn to restore the picket fence. . :

4. A building approximately the size of the original

structure
onst joi f the original building in 1934.
& construczted and juined to the rear o J ) ‘
iy the most careful observer would detect that it was not part of the

‘iginal Courthcuse.

5. Wooden window shutters were restored to the original
ructure, 1973. '

Trees on the property are incense cedar.
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T SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

AREAS OF SIGNiFIC
ANCE -- CHECK AND
ISTORIC  _ARCHIQLOGY- fi . JUSTIFY B

_PREHIST VLOGY-FREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING ELow
—1400-2499 —ARCKEOLUGY-HisTORIC —CONSERVATION I ANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

500- ! Ko raw .
.-1500.159% —AGR:‘.CUfTURE BTF ~ECONOMICS UTERATURE ~—SCIENCE

) —1600-1659 ARCHITECTURE ©.7-T. _EDUCATION —MiLTaRY —SCULPTURE

—1700-1799 _Agr —ENGINEERING s —SOTIAUHuMAY,

18001899 —COMMERCE : —| :
X-1800-189 “con C _.Exnonano,‘.sgm_wim_‘ —PHILOSOPHY —THeATER
X.1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY POLTICS /G : —TRANSEORTATIC .

—INVENTION - OVERNMENT

,

: 'fec%smn was affirmed by the California Suoreme Court inm 185G

—OfHER (SPECIFY;

. Plans were a ‘ i
\FIC DATES : rov ‘ ‘
SPEc ) July 21, lSSIZp ed BUILDER/ARCHITECT P. V. Fox &

STATSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE A F. Shriver

MARIPOSA CounTy COUR’I‘HOUSB
"~ 1854 - .
Mariposa County is known as ‘Hé Mothe i
DOS <1 uly er of
of the_orlglnal 27 counties of thre nev; state ofcg:l*%fgz
the _Un10{1 in September 1850, Mariposa then erbraced
of the state. Ten other countji

) : s have since been cr
part from Mariposa's initial boundaries,

In 1852 our county seat wasg moved from
to the Town of Mariposa, Construction of tn
commenced in 1854, The buildi.

1855, he contract price was 9,000,
§12,000. Materials for the all wood
» within a mile of the if

into rough lumbe
finished lumber.
were hand made and

nia Counties. ¢
rnia, admitted -
one fifth the are-
eated in whole or

Agua Fria, now non-exista:
€ present Courthouse was
ied early in
ost was approx::
m a pine fores:

Sguare cut.

‘In 1866 a clock was imported from
éxpecially built for that purpose.

England and installed in a cupol
heard daily throughout the Town of

The hourly tolling of the clock is
Mariposa. }

A letter from John C. Fremont to Mariposa County officials indicat
that the County overlooked acjuiring title to the site on which the
Courthouse hag been recently buiit. Fremont's letters graciously offer
to convey the site to the County.

In 1854 Fremont was &

‘ he nominee of the new
Party for President of

g ly organized Republican
the United States,

. The Mariposa County Courthouse, described in 1953 by California
Chief Justice as "a shrine to the Bench and Bar of California", has
haen the Scene of much important litigation affecting the legal history
of California, particularly with respect to mining law.

The most important case in the annals of California Mining law

was
tried before the District Court in the Mariposa County ,Courths?s}]su.
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% conaty ceqt LA
with mineral pirhts retained and oWwned by the sovereign, j.e. the linited States - . .-if‘lfj, ant auth 01l .
g tas P : H ol James hburney, 1
or the State of Ca}li‘ornla- i ndncIome rent ior
3 Lnder the laws of Mexice, from whom the United 'States acu_x'u'.red Californ:ia in » ! f:,\ . | (E P .
i 3i:5, the owner of land cwned surface rights, only, the minerals beneath th? t W K ig Diaera’f*’] t;?‘e“:
sur‘ace being retained by the soverign., The defendants arpued that the rvle ;o 'i—‘}' o edz):‘ego'{' ‘.cﬁujr"
of law carried over and was applicadle to California lands under United Ftates . R . Jt. C _“‘l“ b o
sovereirnty, and that as the owner of the ninerals, cnly the United Stales or H e - :3 _Lt;‘;e:z.‘.p.):.fj.
EI . the State of California could lsr“:‘ 17 ghject to third persons entering uzon - . V«lg;exl;-’j“ié ;;rt-m
) nothers land for the rurpose of Eemoving the rmf'rals. . : DA T,
- P, : : ae 2ourti of o
i< T.._ District Court and the Supreme Court of Caldfornia rejected these zrouments : ’ Leie-D?J;fize o)
held that the one having le,al title to the land cwned both surface and g ',"o";ré CERT “‘iﬂ’l
'ﬂznpwaT rizhts, and anvone whc enters unon privately owned land and attempis . : ‘n%\,ri ."J;&_,; '
Lo remove minarals vvno_zt. the owners permies’cn is & mere trespasser, - & .
. : . . s Tae Soury o Ses
The Courthouse is Greek :evival iw an earlv,simple form. Detailing - . comnoses 5t tae ©
i is sensitive, well proportionce2, and well executed, if sinpls, . . b g,‘e several .
The bailding contains wide,sguare,corner pilasters, un lecorated . N - . )
3 frieze, and a plain kut claasz.c pedln‘eﬂted gable. ) . vom Voluwe 1 of
. The absence of .a cclumned porch or portico and the olain surface . cuties
- pore Lt it's cutie
4 and windcw treatment, relate it to New England interoretations of B ) - i
i ’ R . - N € i
i the style. The tower, with its crernallated parapet &nd square ap- A . ' 1 namnr, legislani.
pearance, really relute it more to Gothlec Revival styles than :
Greek Revival, but both occur chronologically faivlv close together .
in Cahfornla architecture of this era. ‘
5 k i:;_;. dcgi.’ilbii\)n
: Gavend.
5, &, of i:zerest
3 ) { facy Taen &,
1 ¢ @ SLate
‘ . 5% & “e ac
1 - ; vote ¢l ti2
. ] N
i :
3 (1) BIDDLE BOGGS MERCED MINING COMPANY (1859} 1L Cal. 2793 on ’
reheanng P 355- - : : . : ,
" 3 f. i =
§~J 4 ] - ‘ l(
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[TIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Mariposa Gazette, 1854 to Date
Mariposa Courthouse, 1854 ~ 1954, Noel C. Stevenson
california State Bar Journal, Vol. 29, February 1954

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA '+%7 3¢¥es
ACREAGE OF NOAINATED PROPERTY 240 ft. x 250 ft.

UTARY REFERENCES

alaf la 4039 14115,319,6, 9 sl , |

20NE  EASTING NCRTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
el | bbby o ] P I O U R O O
VERBAL BOUNDARY? DESCRIPTION
Structure surrounded by:
Buliion St. (Front)

10th St. {(Left)

Jones St. {Rear)

I

3th St. (Right)
LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIZS FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES *
sIATE coot’ COuNTY cong t
_ .
STATE . coDE COUNTY [els 1 \
EZIFORM PREPARED RY
NAME Y TITLE

Harrvy 0. Stewart
DRGANIZATION

Project Manager August, 1976

Datt
Bicentennial Steering Committee
STRTET 8 NUMBER TELEFONT
5018 Colorado .Road (20Y) 966-3827
CITY OR TOAN STATE
Midpines : Califorrnia 95345

EASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
" THEEVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS

NATIONAL ___ STATE X LOCAL ___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natora! Historic Preservaiion Act of 1966 [Pubic Law 89-665). 1

hereby nomuenate this property for inclusion in the National Ragister and cerufy that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service

.FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

TITLE " DIRECTOR DATE NOV 15 197¢

[FORNPS USE OnLY i .
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPER INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

ATYEST:
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POST OFFICE BOX 2390
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNLZ. -
(916 4458006

Novenber 9, 1.

Dr. ¥illiem ¢
Keeper of .
U. S. Depas
18th and C -
Washington,
Dear Dr. Mu
We submit !
of Historic
California

Sincerely,

e

Dr. Knox Mo°
Historic Pr-

Enclosures

K-4/2402



