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The Winter Building is a simple three-story brick building of early
" |Italianate design. The building is of rectangular shape and has a low
hipped metal roof. A projecting cornice is supported by brackets. At
the ceiling line a row of dentils adorns the front and continues along
the left side of the building.

Seven windows cross the front of the two upper floors. All windows
except the central ones have flat lintels. The central window at the
second and third floor levels are similar. The second floor window has
a flat lintel and gives access to a small balcony, while the ome at the
third floor level has no balcony and the lintel is lightly pedimented.
Both of these windows are flanked . by flat square colonnettes.

There are eight windows on each.of:the two upper floors along the
west side. The spacing and proportion of these windows is excellent.
For some years the building had iron porticos or balconies at the second
and third floor levels which provided a shed at the street level. These
balconies covered the front and west side of the building. They were
added sometime between 1861 and 1874 and were removed in 1948.

The first floor has been altered to make room for shops and the
interior of the first two floors has been rearranged. The exterior of
the second and thind floors are unchanged except for the removal of
shutters and the filling in of two windows.
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The Winter Building is an excellent example of restraint and simplicity
in a modest commercial building of its period. Immediately prior to and
during the Civil War- it-housed:the.Southern Telegraph Company. It was
from there that the message was sent which resultdin the firing on Fort
Sumpter, South Carolina.

The structure was built sometime between 1841 and 1843 by John Gindrat.
Gindrat, a native of South Carolina came to Montgomery in the early 1820's
by way of Georgia. In 1823 he began his mercantile business in Montgomery.
A merchant, and cotton broker, he was instrumental in the development of
commerce in early Montgomery. He was also the first president of the State
Bank branch in Montgomery.

In 1854 Gindrat left the building to his daughter Mary Elizabeth Gindrat
Winter. Her husband Joseph S. Winter handled the estate for her. Winter
Was also involved in the early development of the city.

During the first few months of the Confederacy, Montgomery served as its
capital. It was at this time that the building housed the offices of the
Southern Telegraph Company on its second floor. From there Leroy Pope
Walker, Secretary of the War of the Confederate States sent the telegram

Lo General P. T. G. Beauregard§), Commander of the Confederate forces in
Charleston, which resulted in the firing on Fort Sumgter, the immediate
incident which precipitated hostilities between the North and the South.

The building has remained in the hands of the family and is currently
used as clothing stores and offices.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service.
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