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This picturesque and now pastoral setting on the banks of and 
above the bluff over historical Blue Spring was once a bustlin 
center for the plantation of Richard M. Johnson, and the site 
of the campus of the Choc taw Indian Academy. Of the five ori­ 
ginal buildings of the Academy, which were constructed prior 
to the 1825 formal opening, only one remains. This was probab 
a dormitory. Johnson's home ove r 1 oofal ng^ the s p r i ng^ bu rned 
earlier in this century, a few charred bricks still being 
visible on the bluff and bank. A one-story structure, probabl 
slave quarters, still stands on the opposite bank from the re­ 
maining academy building, and a number of rock fences line the 
yard and the farm. - -

The stone structure used as part of the Indian Academy was 
built on three levels, wi th th.e. ; is teep incline providing a firs: 
floor on the lower hillside level. Fireplaces are on the base­ 
ment and first level. An upstairs can be reached. Three bays 
wide, the building still has its original chair railing, floor: 
and wood trim. There were four stone buildings on the campus, 
and one frame structure. The remaining structure is used for 
storing hay. Cattle roam into the lower level.

The site of the rest of the buildings, extending along the Blue 
Spring's brief route to North Elkhorn Creek, is picturesque, 
with bluffs rising on either side of the spring. It was on 
this shaded site that the people of the area held a barbecue 
in honor of Genera.1. Marquis, de. Lavf.aiyette in May, 1825. An 
estimated! 5,.000 iperso.ns attended, .that event.

   ' : ' :  . : . -: i i   / / 
After the Johnson home burned, a frame tenant house of good 
design and corns true tii;-on was erected overlooking the bluff. 
Several barns are also near the historic structures.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Choctaw Academy at the Blue Spring Farm is historic in at least 
three respects. (1) The Choctaw Academy located here between 
1818 and 1831 served to educate hundreds of Indians in liberal 
arts and trades in an attempt to assimilate the nation into the 
American culture. Federal aid in the sum of $6,000 a year was 
provided, beginning in 1825, making the school, along with West

schools operated through the Depar 
education may be determined by the 
acquired their education here also

In 1831 the school was located about 2i miles southwest from 
the first site Im log structures; the scarcity of timber occasioned 
the move. The school was discontinued around 1845. (2) The home

, member of Congress from 1807 through 1820 
after 1820 and Vice-President of the United 
under
academy lot 

Spring... (3)

of Richard M. Johnson 
United States Senator 
States from J_836-l8*tO 
just northwest of the1 
the picturesque Blue

President Martin Van Buren, was buil 
ove.-r 1 ook-i ng-<a third branch of 
A feas-t in honor of Marquis de

Lafayette took place in May, 1825, along the spring with Indian 
3oys performing drills and contests. The crowd at the event was 
estimated at 0,000 persons, and the metvu.i nc 1 uded 25 choice steers 
and 15 lambs and a 500 pound cheese. In 1819 President James 
"lonroe and General Andrew Jackson visited Kentucky and spent the 
light at the farm as guests of Johnson.

The attempt to provide academic background for the conquered 
Indian nations was a noble one, a success for two decades. The 
Choctaw I ndian Academy stands unique in its role as a major 
national project to assimilate the Indian into the American) cul­ 
ture. It was an outgrowth of a religious and philanthropic idea 
of a smaller scale, undertaken by the Kentucky Baptists in 1818

the Johnson tract. Most of the buildings dated from January 
j 1825 when the Choctaws and United States government entered 
treaty providing six thousand dollars a year for twenty years 

for the education of Choctaw Children "at some point distant 
from the nation." The academy was a two-story stone house kk by

feet. The other three stone buildings were used for dining 
and lodging. There also was a one-story frame structure.

(see continuation sheet)
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Johnson's star between 1825 and 1 8 4 0 had attained the peak of its 
ascendancy, with his unsuccessful race for President and his 
successful race for the Vice-Presidency. A rapid decline of his 
fortunes then set in. In 1850 he died a pensioner and a member 
of the Kentucky Legislature, and after services in the State House 
he was buried in the Frankfort Cemetery near the grave of Daniel 
Boone. An engraving of Johnson's alleged slaying of Tecuraseh in 
the Battle of the Thames appears on the monument.
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