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1 m Property

historic name Kerr House

other names/site number Kerr, John G. and Helen, House; Kerr-Huggins House; 5DV751

2. Location

street & number _1900 E. 7™ Avenue Parkway [N/A] not for publication
city or town Denver [N/A] vicinity
state Colorado code CO county Denver code 031 zip code 80206

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

£

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this

[X] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In
my opinion, the property [X] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be
considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally. ([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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State Historic Preservation Officer ./ Z /) a/%/
ignature otAgertiying otficiail/ 1itie J 7 7Date

Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Colorado Historical Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria.
([ -] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title . Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: ‘ ‘{/ ;Si?ure of the Keeper ate of Action
V(entered in the National Register { ’Z" 2 e pcl )28 [ e
/

[ ] See continuation sheet.
[ ]determined eligible for the
National Register
] See continuation sheet. !
[ ]determined not eligible for the
National Register.
[ ]1removed from the
. National Register
[ ]other, explain =~
See continuation sheet.




Kerr House

Name of Property

_Denver, Colorado

County/State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

[X] private

[ 1public-local

[ ]public-State

[ ]1public-Federal

Category of Property

(Check only one box)

[X] building(s)
[ ]district

[ ]site

[ ]structure
[ ]1object

Name of related multiple property listing.
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not count previously listed resources.)
Contributing Noncontributing

1 0 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources
previously listed in the National
Register.

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Single dwelling Single dwelling
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

French Renaissance

Narrative Description

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

walls Brick

roof Ceramic tile

other Marble

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

The Kerr House, built in 1924-1925, is a two-story, brick, single-family Mediterranean Revival-style residence.
The Period of Significance is 1924-1936. In 1936 a 5’ x 40’ arcade was extended along the rear to complete the
residence. The building’s most notable architectural feature is the lavish use of travertine marble accents mined
from John G. Kerr’s travertine quarry at Wellsville near Salida, Colorado. Architect Jules Jacques Benois
Benedict, a graduate of the Ecole de Beaux Arts in Paris, designed the residence. The residence anchors the
western end of the East Seventh Avenue Parkway. The City and County of Denver created the parkway in 1912
as part of its interpretation of the City Beautiful Movement. The residence is an individually designated Denver
landmark and is a contributing building in the locally designated East Seventh Avenue Historic District. The East
Seventh Avenue Parkway is listed on the National Register of Historic Places under the Denver Parks and
Parkways System Thematic Resource. The parkway is also a contributing parkway in the locally designated
Denver Parks and Parkways Historic District.

The Kerr House Site
The residence is one block east of the western end of the East Seventh Avenue Parkway. The parkway was
created in 1912 as part of Mayor Robert Speer’s effort to interpret the City Beautiful Movement in Denver. The
parkway converges with the one-block Cheesman Esplanade just northwest of the site. North of the esplanade is
Cheesman Park.

The Kerr House site is on a corner and consists of four city lots. The site is on a very gentle rise of land. The west
end is slightly lower than the east end. Large evergreen trees are on the east end of the site along the alley. Two
large elm trees are located along the rear of the back yard. Large elm trees are in the grass area between High
Street and the High Street sidewalk on the west side of the site. Smaller trees are in the grass area between East
Seventh Avenue Parkway and the Seventh Avenue sidewalk, replacing those originally planned as part of the
parkway canopy by the Olmstead Brothers firm.

Description of the Exterior of the Kerr House
The residence faces north with a view of the parkway. The house has a full basement. The concrete foundation
rises to about three feet above ground. The above-ground portion on the fagade and the east and west elevations
is clad in pale travertine marble mined from John G. Kerr’s travertine quarry at Wellsville near Salida, Colorado.
The other marble that embellishes the exterior and the interior entry floor is also from the Wellsville quarry. The
house elevations are executed in brick of deep red hues. There is a random color variation within each brick.
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The Kerr House Site Plan
Graphic: Nancy L. Widmann
The Facade

The fagade’s first floor fenestration includes six bays, five window openings and the main entry door. (See
Photos 1 and 2.) They are evenly spaced with a longer section of brick at each end. The entry door occurs east of
the center. That is, moving from east to west, there are two windows, the main entry, and four windows. All have
lavish travertine marble surrounds. The main entry is reached by a straight walkway from the public sidewalk.
There are two marble steps to the marble landing. A swan’s-neck pediment of travertine marble is above the
door. (See Photos 3 and 5.)

The entry door is original. It is a multi-paned, wood door. (See Photo 4.) The panes are of different shapes
forming a symmetrical pattern. The center pane is a small roundel. The circle is used as a repetitive design
element on the exterior and interior of the house. Most door glass is not clear, but is executed in etched glass.
There are two multi-paned side lights designed to complement the entry door. (See Photo 29.)

The first floor fagade windows are multi-paned with two tall panes side-by-side and two smaller panes of equal
size above forming a transom. (See Photo 6.) As mentioned, they have travertine marble surrounds including
marble sills. The sills are at the top of the marble-clad foundation wall. Beneath each sill is a travertine
rectilinear panel with a raised, marble roundel centered within the panel. (See Photo 7.) Window lintels also
carry a centered raised-marble roundel. Each window has the original wood shutters, painted dark green. (See
Photo 24.) The upper fourth of each shutter has a decorative, square-shaped, iron inset. Original decorative, black
iron hardware holds the shutters in place.



NPS Form 10-900a OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 8/86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Kerr House
Section number 7 Page 3 Denver, Colorado

The larger section of brick wall at each end of the first floor rises to the sill level of the second floor window
sills, where it is capped in marble to form balconies accessed from second floor rooms. The second level of the
fagade has eight evenly-spaced windows. They are smaller than first floor windows but have the same multi-pane
design proportioned to their size. They have simple marble surrounds, without the large lintels and the panels
beneath the sills that embellish the first floor windows. The cornice is marble, and supports the green gutter. A
scupper drains the west balcony. It empties into an original, decorative downspout that extends down the fagade.
(See Photo 8.)

The West Elevation

The west elevation’s first floor fenestration includes four windows and one entry door. (See Photo 9.) The
windows repeat the fagade design. The entry door is off center to the south. It has a canopy of rounded and flared
glass resting in an iron frame. (See Photo 10.) The foliated iron canopy brackets flank the doorway. (See Photos
11 and 12.) The door has a simple marble architrave.

The roof comes down to the top of the first level on the west elevation except for the balcony area. (See Photo
13.) The balcony area is cut into the roof. Fenestration on the west elevation within the balcony repeats the style
of fagade windows. One door opens onto the balcony. The balcony half-wall on the west elevation is capped by a
continuation of the marble from the fagade half-wall. There is a marble cornice supporting the gutter where the
roof meets the top of the remaining west elevation.

The South Elevation

The south elevation faces the back yard. (See Photo 14.) A portion of each end of the west elevation extends
southward forming a central courtyard. (See Photos 15, 16, and 17.) The central bay’s water table is concrete.
The central bay’s first floor has four large arched windows, two each flanking a central, arched entry. (This was
the open arcade that was closed in with windows and door in 1936 to create additional interior space.) The
central bay’s second floor has a five-foot-wide balcony with a railing of wrought iron. Second floor fenestration
includes two entries to the balcony, three small windows that repeat the fagade window design, and an oculus at
each end. (See Photo 14.)

The extensions that flank the central bay have concrete water tables that have been distressed to emulate the
travertine marble. (See Photo 20.) The east and west extension elevations that face the courtyard are one-story
and have one window (west extension) and one window and an entry door (east extension). (See Photo 15 and

16, respectively.) The south elevation of the west extension has one window and one door. The south elevation of
the east extension has two windows, and its wall continues to merge with the south elevation of the garage. A
service door to the garage is in this elevation. (See Photos 18 and 19.)

The East Elevation

The east elevation’s north portion has a one-story semi-octagonal bay with a window located only in the
easternmost plane of the bay. (See Photo 21.) The bay’s one window repeats the design of the fagade first floor
windows. The central portion of the east elevation has a stairway leading to the basement. (See Photo 23.) The
steps go down from south to north. Above the stairway, on the first floor, are three small windows, evenly
spaced, that share a marble sill. (See Photo 21.)
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The east elevation of the house includes the attached two-car garage. (See Photo 25.) The garage extends east
from the southern portion of east elevation. An entry to the house is located on the north elevation of the garage
extension at the point where the garage joins the house. The remaining north elevation of the garage extension
has two arched garage doors. They are accented with travertine marble at their upper corners. The east elevation
of the garage extension has two small windows. The garage cornice is marble.

The Roof

The roof material is green clay tile and is original. The roof is a hipped roof flattened at its crown. The flattened
area holds the replacement glass skylight, the interior of which is sheathed in copper. The house has two brick
chimneys.

The Garden

A brick garden wall, capped by brick, extends south from the southwest corner of the house to the south border
of the site where it turns east to encircle the yard and join the garage along the alley. A wooden gate is in the wall
a few feet south of the garage. The west elevation of the garden wall is interrupted by centrally located iron gate.
Brick piers are at the garden wall corners. Foliated iron brackets occur where the piers meet the walls. (See Photo
26.)

A travertine marble fountain is built into a niche of the garden wall directly south of the center of the house. (See
Photo 27.) The wall is higher and thicker behind the fountain. That fountain wall is also wider on either side. The
result is to frame the fountain and make it a focal point of the landscaped yard. Resting on the wall above the
fountain is a foliated iron design. At the ends of the fountain wall are original travertine marble urns. Foliated
iron brackets occur where the fountain wall meets the garden wall.

A pergola remains along the east garden wall. West of the pergola is a reflecting pool. (See Photo 28.) Centered
in the pool is a sculpture. The pool and sculpture were added after the Period of Significance. Pavers are beneath
the pergola and continue west to surround the pool. An iron fence with an iron gate set this eastern portion of the
yard off from the central grass-covered yard. An early photograph shows no pavers or fence, but instead an
uninterrupted lawn. Flower beds surround the grass-covered central yard, but are not in front of the fountain.

An iron fence encloses the side yard along the west elevation. The fence begins at northwest corner of the house
and ends at the southwest corner of the garden wall. The west elevation of the fence is interrupted by an iron gate
to allow entry to the west elevation entry to the house. The north elevation of the fence also has a gate that is
centered. Brick piers capped with marble flank the iron gates.

The Interior of the Kerr House
The entry hall floor is travertine marble from John G. Kerr’s quarry. (See Photo 29.) The entry hall has niches
flanking the entry door. The wood molding is original and its design is carried out throughout the house. The
large entry hall provides access to the dining room and the living room and also contains the stairway to the
second floor. (See Photo 30.) The dining room is east of the entry hall. (See Photo 31.) Its east wall is a bay. The
L-shaped living room is west of the entry hall (See Photo 32.) It provides access to an office to the west. It
appears that a wall was constructed after 1925 to create the office from original living room space. The molding
and interior design was carefully created on the ‘new’ wall. The living room fireplace is of marble and wood.
(See Photo 33.) Interior molding above the windows continues the use of the circle referencing the exterior
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design. (See Photo 34.) Southwest of the living room is the original study. Original dark wood paneling covers
the walls. The room has a marble fireplace and wood mantle. (See Photo 35.) The room created by enclosing the
courtyard arcade can be accessed from the study. (See Photo 36.) It can also be accessed from the living room,
the kitchen, and the south yard. (See Photo 37.)

Architectural Integrity
The Kerr House retains its original architectural integrity. The travertine marble is in excellent condition as are
the clay tile roof, the iron fence, and the garden wall. The travertine marble fountain in the garden wall niche has
been carefully restored. The residence continues to set the architectural tone for E. 7" Avenue Parkway
revealing and interpreting Denver’s relationship to the City Beautiful Movement.
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egister listing.)

[ 1 A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

{ 1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark 'x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[ 1 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

[ 1 B removed from its original location.

[ 1 € abirthplace or grave.

[ 1 D acemetery.

[ 1 E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
{ ] F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Periods of Significance
1924

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person(s)
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above).

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Benedict, Jules Jacque Benois
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Bibliography

(Cite the books, articlés and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
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#
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Colorado Historical Society
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UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 4.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

[ ] See continuation sheet
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(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
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Continuation Sheets
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Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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Property Owner
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name John J. Huggins

street & number 1900 East 7" Avenue Parkway telephone

city or town_Denver state_CO zip code_80206

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listingor
determine eligibility for listing, to list rogemes, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to aveng 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewi_ng’ instructions, gathering and
m.aqngamur\‘g data, and complgtm%and revnewng,the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any asPect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
wggmséwgu%rglz% Bksserv'ce, .0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018),




NPS Form 10-900a OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 8/86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Kerr House
Section number 8 Page 6 Denver, Colorado

SIGNIFICANCE

The John G. and Helen Kerr House, built in 1924-1925, is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion C for its architectural significance (1) as a good example of French Renaissance Revival style
during the early 20" Century and (2) for its artistic use of Colorado travertine marble. The marble was mined
from John Kerr’s marble quarry near Salida, Colorado. The Period of Significance is 1924-1936.1In 19362 5’ x
40’ arcade was extended along the rear to complete the residence. Designed by Jules Jacque Benois Benedict
(1879-1948), an Ecole des Beaux Arts-trained architect, Kerr House was built late in the City Beautiful
Movement era when wealthy families were choosing Late 19" and 20™ Century Revival styles for their
residences. The body of work documented to Benedict includes many of Denver’s large mansions, church
buildings, civic and business buildings, and Colorado mountain buildings. St. Thomas Seminary Chapel (1926-
1931), 1300 Steele St.; Chief Hosa Lodge (1918), 27661 Genesee Dr.; Woodbury Branch Library (1912), 3562
Federal Blvd.; and Denver Botanic Gardens House (1926), 909 York St are Benedict-designed buildings listed in
the National Register of Historic Places. The E. 7" Avenue Parkway is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places under the Denver Parks and Parkways System Thematic Resource. Numerous Benedict-designed
buildings are locally designated Denver landmarks mcludmg the John G. and Helen Kerr House. Kerr House is
also a contributing building in the locally designated E. 7™ Avenue Historic District.

The John G. and Helen Kerr House Site

The residence anchors the western end of the E. 7" Avenue Parkway. The parkway was created in 1912 as part of
Mayor Robert Speer’s effort to interpret the city Beautiful Movement in Denver. The mayor wanted to make
Denver the equal of the most elegant and well-planned cities of Europe and the eastern United States. Fine
architecture in revival styles was encouraged for all Denver buildings.

The John G. and Helen Kerr House site is on a corner and consists of four c1ty lots. To create the prestigious
parkway, Denver purchased the six northernmost lots on the south side of E. 7" Avenue from Williams Street to
Colorado Boulevard, a distance of about one mile. The E. 7" Avenue Parkway is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places under the Denver Parks and Parkways System Thematic Resource. The Kerr House site is
diagonally across the parkway from the Cheesman Esplanade, another element of the Denver Parks and
Parkways System Thematic Resource.

Except for the park and parkway land, the area is on a north-south grid of streets located approximately four
miles southeast of downtown Denver. The site is located on Block 163 in the South Division of Capitol Hill
addition, platted in 1882, on land previously owned by Benjamin F. Woodward. Most of the

development of this portion of the subdivision came after 1912. The homes built on the east-west parkway were
larger, usually architect-designed residences, while the houses on the north-south

streets were smaller and more often built from plan book designs.
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Selected Structures Credited to Architect Jules Jacque Benois Benedict

Date of

Construction _ Building Name Address City
1910-1919 Herman Coors Mountain Home 1817 Arapahoe St. Jefferson Co.
1912 Huff House 120 Humboldt St. Denver
1912 Woodbury Branch Library 3562 Federal Blvd. Denver
1912 Snyder-Dorsey House 330 Gilpin St. Denver
1913 Boathouse Washington Park Denver
1917 Cranmer House 200 Cherry St. Denver
1918 Chief Hosa Lodge 27661 Genesee Dr. (Genesee Park)
1918 Fillius Park Picnic Shelter Colorado Hwy 74 Evergreen
1919 Larry Phipps, Jr., House 161 Race St. Denver
1920 Paul T. Mayo Mountain Home 32743 Upper Bear Creek Rd.  Jefferson Co.
1920 Littleton Town Hall 2450 W. Main St. Littleton
1920 Thomas-Phipps House 360 High St. Denver
1921 Neusteter-Bailey House 817 Race St. Denver
1921 Brown-Garrey-Congden House 1300 E. 7* Ave. Parkway Denver
1922 Arthur Oberfelder House 2701 E. 7™ Ave. Parkway Denver
ca. 1925 Benedict Fountain Eastside Park, 20" and Pearl  Denver
1926 Sullivan House 801 Race St. Denver
1926 Kohn Residence 770 High St. Denver
1926 Cullen-Thompson Motor Co. 1000 Broadway Denver
1926 Denver Botanic Gardens House 909 York St. Denver
1926-1931 St. Thomas Seminary Chapel 1300 Steele St. Denver
1927 Pine Valley Ranch Elk Creek Road Jefferson Co.
1927 Fitzell House 2900 E. 7™ Ave. Parkway Denver
1927 Geddes House 2155 Hawthorne Place Denver
1929 First Presbyterian Church 1609 W. Littleton Blvd. Littleton
1932 Arthur-Dunklee House 355 Gilpin St. Denver

w/ John K. Monroe

1934 St. Catherine’s Chapel at St. Malo On Colorado Hwy 7 Boulder Co.
1937 Steinauer Field House Colorado School of Mines Golden
1943 Holy Ghost Catholic Church 1900 California St. Denver

Site Owners Before Construction
Before becoming part of the South Division of Capitol Hill Addition in 1882, the site and surrounding land was

owned by Benjamin F. Woodward. The Kerr House is associated with Lots 4-7 on Block 163. Lots 1-4 were part

of the Amon Foote Estate by 1888. Lots 1-4 came under the ownership of the Foote Investment Company in
1901. In 1904, Charlotte Calhoun purchased these lots. In 1905 title went briefly to Charles W. Woodley and
then to H. G. Hall. When Hall sold Lots 1-3 to the City and County of Denver in 1912 to providec land for the
parkway, he was left with only Lot 4. He sold Lot 4 to Claude M. Taussig in 1913.
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The first known owner of Lots 5-6 after 1872 was Lillian Curry. She sold the two lots to Scott J. Anthony in
1896. Charles W. Jewett became the owner when Anthony died in 1905. In 1906, Flora M. Hopkins became the
owner of Lots 5-6. Claude M. Taussig became the owner of these lots in 1908.

In 1888 Lots 7-8 were owned by M. A. Moore and they passed to Elinor {sic] Moore in 1898. Title stayed with
her until at least 1917. At some point after 1917, Lot 7 was split off from Lot 8 and came under common
ownership with Lots 4-6. The original building permit only mentions Lots 4-6. this may have been an error. Early
garden photographs and garden wall construction indicate that Lot 7 was part of the Kerr site since ca. 1925.

The John G. and Helen Kerr House in 2001

At some time since the Period of Significance, the original garden room was completely encloscd and provided
with heat and insulation. It is the room now entered from the garden that spans the central portion of the rear of
the house between the extensions. This modification did not affect the original architectural integrity of the
house.

A series of owners followed the death of Helen Kerr in 1973. John Fleming Kelly and Nina Kelly purchased the
residence in 1974. By the 1990s James Kelley [sic] and Amie Knox were the owners. The house is currently
owned by John J. Huggins.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description
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Parkway, Denver, Colorado.
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG

The following information pertains to photograph numbers 1-37:
Photographer: Nancy L. Widmann
Date of Photographs: May 2001
Negatives: John J. Huggins files, 1900 E. 7" Avenue Parkway, Denver CO 80206.

# Camera Direction _ Description of View

1 Southeast Fagade.

2 Southeast Fagade and west elevation.

3 Southeast Main entry and windows above main entry.

4 Southeast Main entry door.

5 Southeast Main entry: upper half of door including swan’s-neck pediment.

6 Southwest Fagade: west of main entry.

7 South Marble-clad foundation wall and lower portion of window and shutters.

8 Southwest Scupper and downspout on west end of fagade.

9 East West elevation.

10 East West elevation entry and gate at sidewalk level.

11 Southeast West elevation entry with canopy.

12 East West entry canopy and bracket detail.

13 Southeast West elevation balcony and roof.

14 North South elevation: central portion.

15 Northwest South elevation: west wing and central portion.

16 Northeast South elevation: east wing and central portion.

17 East South elevation: east wing and central portion.

18 Northwest South elevation: east wing and garage.

19 Northeast South elevation: garage.

20 North South elevation: west wing window and foundation---not clad in marble, but
distressed to resemble marble.

21 West East elevation.

22 Northwest East elevation: house and attached garage.

23 North East elevation: basement entry to house.

24 West East elevation: bay window and shutter.

25 Southwest East elevation and north elevation of a''1ched garage.

26 Southwest Corner iron bracket on brick garden wall.

27 South Garden wall and marble-clad foundation wall.

28 Northwest Pond and fountain in eastern portion of yard.

29 Northeast Interior: entry door and entry hall.

30 Southeast Interior: entry hall and stairway.

31 East Interior: dining room.

32 Southwest Interior: living room.

33 Southwest Interior: living room fireplace.

34 North Interior: living room window.

35 Northwest Interior: study.

36 Southeast Interior: study with arched door.

37 East Interior: entry to kitchen.
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USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAP
Englewood Quadrangle, Colorado
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