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294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108

Reading

199 Summer Avemie—

Name —_ iNir-w—v-a-
ginal dwelling
sent dwelllng

p: X7 Private individual
Private organization

Public
ginal owner Robert ("Father")
Kemp

ION:
location in relation t onearest
cross streets and other buildings Date 1878
or geographical features.
Indicate north. Source Chronicle

Style Tudor Revival

Architect Horace G. Wadlin
Exterior wall fabric clapboards, stucco,
shingles
Outbuildings
Second-Empire carriage house
Major alterations (with dates) major
remodeling from Second Empire to
Tudor Revival style after 1900
Moved no Date
Appr ox. acreage 21,720 sq. ft.

Recorded by Architectural Preservation Setting set back from street behind
Associates

Organization Re/ di-D"- granite wall, facing eastv/ard
CoriiQi-shinj

Dat e November 30, 1980 toward the street
Date ~/Xrf UTH'-11/3J70&0/v?0?600

(ntxipln Hdd irionT ! «"hpft". hero’)



ARCH TECTURAL SIANLFI CANCE  (describeinportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildings within conmunity)

This west-side house illustrates how wealthy businessmen who |iked a
particular residential area m ght build and/or remodel several housesi n
that neighborhood. The Tudor Revival appearance of t hehouse today i s t he
product of an extensive remodeling that occurred early i nthe20th century.
As such, i tevinces a medieval feeling, viastrong vertical lines, exterior
timbering, dark wall coloring, anddiamnd-pane fenestration. Prior to the
remodeling', t he house was a Second Enpire cottage that had been builti n
1878. | torigin i sthesubject of sone controversy. The prom nent local
architect-historian Horace G Wadlin wrote i n Concerning t hePast that he
had provided Kenp with the plans for t he house, based on measured (con't.)

HSTCR CAL SIGN H CANCE (explain the role owners played inlocal or state history
and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the community)

This house was originally built 1 n1878 for Robert ("Father") Kenp, on

land formerly a part of the old Tenple family farm ands that |ay on both
sides of Summer Avenue. Kenp was a shoe manufacturer who noved from Boston
to Reading i n1853; he built theltalianate residence at 186 Sumrer Avenue
(form no. C-158), andwas a gentleman farmer on his acreage there. He was

a much-loved town figure, i nthat he founded t he amateur singing group known
as "Father Kenp's Ol d Fol ks," who toured both i nthis country and abroadi n
the second half of thel9th century.

Kenp sold 186 Sumrer Avenue i n1868t oa nman naned Hawes, and noved back t o

Bost on- However, 1 n 1875 he bought the | ot at 199 Sunmer Avenue from MC
Temple. He hadthis house built i n1878, and noved back t oReading. I n
July of 1879, Kenp sold his new house t oJohn Jachos, a real-estate broker,
who resold i ttwoweeks |later t oSeth Rich, a Boston pawnbroker. Ri ch

| andscaped t heproperty, anddied i n1895. Hi swife, M Grace Rich, contin-
ued tolive there through 1900, but by 1906, t heproperty had been soldt o
Charles A Loring. Loring previously hadlived nearby, at 211 Sumrer

Avenue (form no. G153 i nthe Historical andArchitectural Inventory,
Reading, Massachusetts). Loring was t hetreasurer of the M ddl esex East
Agricultural Associationi n1899. This organization operated agricultural
fairs and a racetrack from 1898t o 1917. The track was first for horses,
then for automobiles as well. Loring copublished t heReading Memorial Vol ume
of 1894, was a vice-president of the Reading Antiquarian Society; and hel ped
form the Meadow Brook Country Club. Hi shouse was putinto t hename of hi s
wife, Ella L. Loring, before 1910, but Loring continued tolive there.

B B AR APHY and/ or REHFHENES

1889 map - S Rich (Seth)

Chronicle, July 26, 1879; May 8, 1880; Aug, 7, 1980
Bi shop, Rooftrees

Wadlin, Concerning thePast, Ch."93

1906 map - Charles Loring

1900, 1910, 1916, 1949 valuation books
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INVENTORY rOR> CONTINUATION SHEET Conniunity: Form No:

MASSAGIOEETTS HISTORICAL CCNMSSON Reading C-154
Office of the Secretary, Bostcxi

Property Name

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE- (con't.)

drawings of a mansard-roofed house i nSwanpscott that Kenp admred. (Wadlin

did notadmre t hehouse, calling it a "low house of mongrel design.") How
ever, theChronicle of 1878 referred t ot hehouse as a "two-story French-
roof cottage designed andbuilt by William Phillips," a local builder.

It went ont osaythat theexterior of t he house was painted i n the
"medi eval style." What this paint schene nust have |ooked I[ike on a
classically inspired Second Enpire composition canonly be imagined. The >

house definitely was built with a mansard roof, though — part of iti s
seen i na photographi nthe Memorial Volume of 1894. The house probably
| ooked a great deal like its still-extant mansard-roofed carriage house.

CRI TERI A FOR EVALUATI ON

This house i ssignificant (1)forits role i nthel9th-century devel opment
of Reading's west side as a desirable residential neighborhood; (2) for
its connection with three notable Readingites — song |eader Robert
("Father") Kenp, architect Horace G Wadlin, and businessman Charles A
Loring; and (3) for its unique architectural metamorphosis from a Second
Enpire cottage t oa Tudor Revival mansion. | tretains integrity of loca-
tion, design, setting, materials, workmanship, andfeeling, and nmeets
Criteria A, B, and C of the National Register.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUETTS

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature

41.
House at 11 Beech Street Katiedeal |Beghattr  ““Ceeper [ AT{MNUAVIMK<»N
Nat i onal \ia.a\ax-* Attest

42. House at 16 Mineral Street £7io”“i“Hegister peeper e/N/MNAN-WAAN

Attest
43. House at 26 Center Avenue Entered Intha " AKeeper MAAIXE!ELSHIANANCS A
Kat | onal Eegtster "
Attest
scetered I nthe Vo, A
44. House at 42 Sal em Street  Katl onal Regi ster "peeper NANNN [ AN YA
Entered i nthe Attest

45. House at 44 Tenple Street |fatlonal Begister [jAMpAnh XNANAyA

Attest
Entered i nthe
49 House at 57 VWburn Street Katlonal Begister peeper

Attest

Entered In the
47. Kational Begister deeper
Attest

48. House at 79-81 Sal em Street "Uo"' Seg”ster ANPAN NIKANNN NN AN

Attest '
Entered in thff /1 hi i A
49. House at 129 High Street >ft}|tii|flif"~ BA/?Iflt.a-H tKeeper AXICA-<<NNAO*y<-'--n?
Attest
50. House at 199 Summer Avenue A/AAAMN INntta NKeeper XUAAINNNNYA

At est



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

House at 199 Sum mer Avenue (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County

N

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. ‘lN 4 ‘]%4

Fed. Reg. Date:n X A A A A T

Date Due: jAs-AsA - TII9ATA

o U-ffignEPT 7-19--SrA

CZ! resubmission Eat,er ed | n .RETURN.
e nomination by person or local government nat i onal Reg' Bt sr REJECT.
rn owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal '
Substantive Review: CD sample e request im appeal * NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered » original site
im good LU ruins altered nrraved date.
. fair LJ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

im summary paragraph
cn completeness

cn clarity
| lalterationsAntegrity - v
e dates

| Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

cn completeness

cn clarity

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource
cn context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

cn Maps
cn Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



