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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Big Spring Union Church, a log building located south of Highway 32
at Springdale, was built in 1795-96 as a frontier church. The struc-
ture still serves as a church and retains much of its original
integrity.

The grounds have been well maintained with large oak and cypress
trees providing shade for the church.

The structure sits on a stone base thus saving the lower logs from
rotting. All openings seem to be original except the larger window
on the south side which does not have the same proportions as the
other smaller windows. The joints at the corners have been covered
by 1 x 6 boards apparently added during the 1950's. The boards in
the gables have also been added as has the roof although there are no
dates for these additions.

The interior is heated by a coal stove located in the center of the
church. Neither electricity nor plumbing facilities have been added.
Originally the church probably had a hard dirt floor although today
it has a hardwood one. The walls have been plastered and painted.

Although there have been these additions and alterations over the
years, they have not changed the basic integrity of this frontier
church.

338

SNOILONYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian| [] 16th Century E 18th C‘;r{'ury 3 20th Century
O 15th Century [ 17th Century [ 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1795-96
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal (0 Education O] Political [ Urbon Planning
[} Prehistoric [[] Engineering Qﬁ Religion/Phi. (3 Other (Specify)
[ Historic (3 Industry losophy
[ Agriculture {J Invention 7] Science
@ Architecture [ Landscape [ Sculpture
O Art Architecture [ Social/Human-
] Commerce [ Literature itarian
[0 Communications 1 Mititary (J Theater
[ Conservation O Music [ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNI.FICANCE

Big Spring Union Church is 51gn1f1cant not only because it is one
of the oldest still functioning churches in Tennessee, but also be-
cause it is a fine representation of a frontier church.

The church was constructed during the winter of 1795-96. Apparent-
ly a local farmer named Drew Harrell hewed the logs and assisted
Rev. Tidence Lane in erecting the building. Rev. Lane was then
pastor of Bert Creek Church. The first known pastor of the Big
Spring Church was Jesse Dodson who is listed in the 1800 minutes.

History pretty much passed the Springdale area by as settlers no
longer used nearby Cumberland Gap to get to the West. The area saw
no action during the Civil War although there were Union and Con-
federate troops in the county. The continued existence of the log
church is probably at least in part explained by Springdale not being
in the major currents of change over the years.

Today Springdale is still a crossroad town. The log church is now
supplemental to a new, larger concrete block church located across
the gravel road. The members of the Big Spring Union Church are prou?
of their log church and it does not seem threatened by destruction.

MAR?2 4 1970

NATIONAL
REGISTER




1972.

(Nashville,

Morristown Citizen-Tribune, April 14, 1968.

Tennessee Historical Markers, Tennessee Historical Commission
Sixth Edition.)
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