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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Knapp Cabin is a one-room frame and shake cabin standing in the valley of
the South Fork of the Kings River in Kings Canyon National Park, California.
The simple structure was built almost entirely of locally available materials.
The frame consists of poles, some squared, cut in the surrounding pine and
cedar forest. To this frame was attached on both walls and roof a layer of
shakes probably cut from cedar near the site. The cabin has only one room
which measures approximately 10 feet by 20 feet. On the north end of the
building the gable roof has been extended three feet to form a small porch.
The cabin has a door on each end, no windows, and a dirt floor. The

structure rests on a dry morainal deposit left behind thousands of years

ago by the ancient Kings River Glacier. The South Fork of the Kings River
flows about 75 yards north and east of the cabin. West of the site is an
extensive open flat covered with a thick growth of manzanita. The southern
portion of the cabin is shaded by a thicket of small live oak trees.

A highway runs about 50 yards south of the cabin. A screen of natural
vegetation runs between the cabin and the roed. The structure is unaltered
except for a new shake roof added by the National Park Service about 1966.
The structure should be maintained in an unaltered state, and every

attempt should be made to prevent any further alteration to the natural
setting which except for the roadway remains much as Knapp knew it.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As one of the few tangible reminders of the recreational use of the Kings
River canyons prior to the establishment of Kings Canyon National Park in
1940, the Knapp Cabin is of local significance in the fields of
conservation and recreation.

Although the South Fork Canyon of the Kings River was first penetrated
by white men during the 1860's, it remained relatively undeveloped

well into the 20th century. Several small mines were opened in the

area before 1900, but the region served mainly as s summer recreation
ground. George Owen Knapp, an executive of the Union Carbide Corporation,
was attracted to the region shortly after World War One. He erected
several cabins on the upper reaches of Bubbs Creek, an eastern
tributary of the South Fork. By 1925 Knapp's deteriorating health
required that he limit his mountain activities to the lower elevations,
so he had a cabin erected in the Cedar Grove area of the South Fork
Canyon. The shake cabin was not designed for use as a residence; when
Knapp and his friends visited the Canyon they camped outdoors along the
cool riverbank near the cabin. The building was intended and used purely
for storage of equipment and supplies. Knapp used the cabin for several
summers, but by 1928 he had given up his trips to the mountains. During
the next decade the cabin received intermittant use by parties visiting
the Canyon. After Kings Canyon National Park was established in 1940

the cabin ceased to be used. Stories that it was used by an artist have
no demonstrable basis. Since the 1950's the cabin has been managed by
the National Park Service as a historic structure.




§  FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE S

&

FIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

1. A. Berle Clemensen, "Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Parks, History of
the Parks, Maps, Evaluation of Historic Resources, Determination of
Effect, DCP," in files of National Park Service, Western Regional
Office, San Francisco, California.

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .22
UTM REFERENCES

Al ] 1315402 d kol7d]9.b0f ] P PO PRIy A P
ZONE EASTING

NORTHING ZONE '~ EASTING NORTHING

J I T R DL_L_JL]JIIIJ‘II!!J]

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point thirty (30) feet south of the southeast corner of the
Knapp Cabin, proceed west sixty (60) feet; thence north one hundred (100)
feet; thence east one hundred (100) feet; thence south one hundred (100)
feet; thence west forty (40) feet to p01nt of beginnlng.
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