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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The First Baptist Church of Beale Avenue was built in 1869. It 
is a large brick structure with some_ pprtions_.,cQ,y,eXfi4 with stucco. 
The exterior is now painted white. The facade of the church is most 
unusual with a pediment appearance flanked a.Jt.ej^L.^rilfiE^Jbyi-A-^pAcire 
tower. A large jcircle is inset in this pediment area which contains 
s'maTl circujLar_windows of'..stained glass. These windows provide a 
beaifEifuIT~effect for the interior of the church. Heavy decorative 
masonry work adorns the front of the structure giving the feeling 
of the Gothic influence.

The interior oJLthe ^hurch is little altered and still contains 
balpanie£ on three sides. A delicate and graceful wood vaulting is 
fpuiid insict§T""The major alterations have been in the floors and the 
pulpit area. The basement area houses educational facilities and 
has been modernized considerably, . : -. ,

The Church stands immediately on the Street and has no grounds of 
its own. The only change in the outside appearance of the building 
is the loss of its John the Baptist which graced the old church steeple 
until 1938 when lightning struck it and it was taken down for safety. 
However, this statue stood for 69 years with its arm pointed toward 
the heavens.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:.

The Beale Street Baptist Church grew out of a series of prais 
meetings conducted by Rev. Scott Keys at his residence on^Beale 
near Turley Street, about 1854- . Rev. Lewis Gales was its 'first 
pastor. He was succeeded by a white pastor, Rev. D. Bateman, 
who served until 1863, when Rev. Morris Henderson, a Negro 
minister, took charge. During the latter T s pastorate, the member­ 
ship moved to Beale and Fourth Streets where it occupied the 
basement of a white church until the church was destroyed by fire. 
Later a building at Main and Beale was obtained where the 
Randolph building now stands and a white minister, Rev. Samuel 
G. Tollman, was chosen pastor. It was during his ministry that 
the present tract of land was donated by a New York Baptist 
Society and a $100f,006 brick church was built by Negroes in 
the South. During reconstruction days General Grant addressed 
the Negro populace from its pulpit.

Located immediately next to the famous church was Church 
Park. In 1900, Mr. R. R. Church, a prominent Memphis Negro 
businessman and a millionaire, bought ground and built the park 
and Auditorium there on Beale Street. This is a landmark and is 
known everywhere by the name of the man who created and developed 
this recreation center for Negro citizens. It was the only 
available place in Memphis where Negro theatrical companies could 
perform, and it was known all over the world by actors and show 
people. Thousands of graduates received their diplomas in the 
Church Park Auditorium and many notables such as Booker T. 
Washington and President Theodore Roosevelt spoke there.

Today the Auditorium has been razed but the park area remains 
and is being renovated and enlarged in an urban renewal project. 
The church was significant, as was the park and auditorium, 
because it was the c ejitej?^JL J±£_^JLJ^

Although

r?)

^
saloons^ pawnshops , dance halls, prostitutes, 
card sharps, it did possess a cultural _side w! 
neglected.
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