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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Darley House, also known as the Wren's Nest, stands at the
corner of Route 13 (Philadelphia Pike) and Darley Road, in Claymont.
The front of the property is protected from the highway by large

trees, which obscure the facade. The facade is symmetrically arranged

The principal door, in the center bay, is flanked by sidelights and

crowned by a rectangular transom; an ornate portico, with large

brackets and acorn pendants, covers the entry. The general outline

of the house is rather standard, 2% stories high, three bays wide,

with three dormers across the front. In detail, however, the Darley

N -

House is a rich architectural creation.
Even though some of the details have been removed, and the house

sheathed in composition shingles, the structure has retained its

original overall appearance. A scrollwork bargeboard, triple chimney

pots, Moorish interior doorway arches, and original stone mantels,

survive to provide a very clear picture of Darley's personal taste.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"%E}Eﬁfyated,by Darlgyﬁron the title page of a book almost guaranteed
a successful edition. Felix Oqtavius Carr Darley worked during a
period when an increased demand for moderately-priced books caused
publishers to search for faster, less expensive, methods of
reproduction, and for artists who could work with the new medié.

Felix Darley was born in Philadelphia in 1822, the son of John
and Eleanora Westray Darley, both of whom had beenkon the cpmedy
stage in England. He may have sketched on the banks of the Delaware
as a boy, but his parents wanted him to enter a business career.
Only after selling several sketches in 1842 did he devote his full
time to art as a profession.

In that year, Darley sold a few street sketches to his friend

Edgar Allan Poe, editor of the Saturday Museum. Poe planned to

publish his own magazine, the Stylus, and in 1843 signed a contract
with Darley as illustrator. The magazine never materialized, but
Darley did two sketches for "The Gold Bug."

Darley became associated with the firm of Carey and Hart in
1845; during the next three years, this company published his first

major work, The Library of Humorous American Worké, in eighteen
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
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" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

National Register.
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paper~covered volumes. Darley's talent for capturing American scenes
probably inspired Washington Irving's publisher to retain'him as

illustrator for the Sketch Book and Rip Van Winkle. Darley's work for

Irving cemented his reputation by linking his name with that of a favori

author. After Darley executed the wood blocks for Irving's Knickerbocke

History of New York, Irving remarked that

Jarvis tried but failed to embody my conception of Diedrich
Knickerbocker; Leslie also. Darley hit it in the Illustrated
History of New York. My idea was that he should carry the
air of one profoundly impressed with the truth of his own
history.

Darley also engraved on wood for Dickens, Cooper, Stowe, and
Longfellow.

In 1859, Felix Darley married Jane Colborn, through whom he probabl
met Ralph Waldo Emerson and other literary Bostonians who were Jane's
friends. The couple settled in Delaware, on property that had been
bought seventeen years earlier by John Clarendon Darley, the artist's

brother.

His popularity never subsided, although in his later years he share

title=-page credits with
SYARRES

such developing illustrators as Howard Pyle and

/N . .
v G¥ Darley died at Wren's Nest in March 1888.
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