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AREA FORM NO. 

21k 

Tcwn Wakef ie ld 

Address Main S t ree t 

Historic Name Massachusetts State Armoi 

use: Present d v i c Of^nter 

Origineil Armory 

DESCRIPTION 

-Date 

Source Hif^ tnry o f WaUpfjold 

Style Neo-Classlca] 

Architect NA 

Exterior wall Fabric Rr-i 

Outbuildings M^^P 

Itejor Alterations (with dates) c,yxn 
a d d i t i o n west c. 1913 

Oondition f a i r 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage, under 1 acre 

Setting Faces east on r a i s e d corner 1 

OIM REFE31EMCE 19/329880/4707300 

OSGS QOADRANGLE Reading, Mass,  

SCALE 1; 25 , 000 

-̂Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P rese rva t ion 
As SOC i s t s s 

Organization w;^kpfipld H i s t n r l r . ^ l 
Commission 

^te Marrh I9B? 



NATICttJAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

A fi n e example of the Neo-Classical s t y l e , the Massachusetts State 
Armory building represents 3 centuries of Wakefield's m i l i t a r y 
h i s t o r y . The building retains i n t e g r i t y of loc a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
materials, workmanship, f e e l i n g and association, and meets c r i t e r i a 
C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oomnunity. 

This i s a two story, nine bay, brick building with a two story protlco 
on i t s east facade supported .on four f u l l height columns. Neo-Classical 
in s t y l e , the building has a stone watertable and cornice with 
modillion blocks. Windows on the f i r s t f l o o r have exagerrated keystones. 
A parapet wa l l above the cornice has a non-historlcizing stucco 
panel motif. .,, ,, i ,„, 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The h i s t o r y of the Massachusetts State Armory Building i s a part of the 
much longer m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y of Reading, South Reading, Wakefield. 
The f i r s t m i l i t a r y corps v:as established i n Reading i n 16̂ 14 and was 
called the Reading In f a n t r y Company. I t was disbanded i n l8i|0. 
Meanwhile the Washington R i f l e Greens were organized i n l 8 l 2 and 
lasted u n t i l I850. The following year South Reading's best known 
company, the Richardson Light Guard, was organized by Dr. Solon 0. 
Richardson. This company was called to f i g h t i n the C i v i l War 
three times. 

The f i r s t armory was i n the town's f i r s t town house which i n l873 was ' .. 
moved to the corner of Main and Salem Streets where I t also served as 
a f i r e department. In 189̂ 1 a new armory was b u i l t on Main Street and 
the f ollowing year the Richardson Light Guard moved i n . The Main 
Street Armory burned i n I 9 I I and was replaced by the State with 
t h i s b u i l d i n g i n 1913. ' , ••. : " 
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CLASSIFICATION , ..„, ^ 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
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