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DESCRIPTION
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Source HifAtnry of WaUpfjold

Style Neo-Classlca]

. . Architect NA
Setch Ny  Draw nap shew ng property's |ocation
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Mo NA Date NA
Acreage, under 1 acre

Setting Faces east on raised corner 1
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NATICHIAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

A fine example of the Neo-Classical style, the Massachusetts State
Arnory building represents 3 centuries of Wakefield's military
history. The building retains integrity of location, design, se
materials, workmanshi ? feeling andassociation, andmeets crit
C of the NRP on the local Ilevel.

ARCH TECTURAL S OGN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the community.

This is a twostory, nine bay, brick building with a twostory Frot[co
on itseast facade supported .on four full herght colums. Neo-Classical
in .stylle, the building has a stone watertable and cornice with

modi [ [ion blocks. Wndows on the first floor have exagerrated keystones.
A parapet wall above the cornice has a non-historlcizing stucco

panel motif. A

HSTCRCAL SGNHCANCE Explain the role cwiers played inlocal or state history and howthe
building relatesto the devel opment of the community.

The history of the Massachusetts State Armory Building is a part of the
much longer military history of Reading, South Reading, Wakefield.

The first mlitary corps vias establishedin Reading in 1684 and was
called the Reading Infantry Conpany. |t was disbanded in [8i]0.

Meanwhi | e the Washington Rifle Geens were organized i nl8l2 and

lasted until 1850. The following year South Reading's best known
conpany, the Richardson Light Guard, was organized by Dr. Solon O.

Rihchar son. This conpany was called tofight in the Civil Ver

three times.

The first armory was inthe town's first town house which in 873 was'.
noved t othe corner of Main and Salem Streets where |t also served as

a fire department. [ n18"1 a newarnory was built on Main Street and
the following year the Richardson Light Quard noved i n. The Main

Street Arnory burned in 1911 andwas replaced by the State with

this building in 1913. Y .- : :
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Wakefi el d, 19kk.
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