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PHOTOGRAPH KEY 

Leslie L. Fox - MHC 1981 

Tower from east 

HISTORIC NAME;Hospita1 Point Light Station 
(Front Ranqe Liqht) 

TOWN: Beverly 

LOCATION: End of Bayview Ave., NE of town ctr. 

COUNTY: Essex CODE: 009 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 6th 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Essex Countv Courthouse (B167, P266-Hasadiah 
Smith to town; B817, P291-Bay St. Iron to U.S 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 
The nomination is confined to the Coast Guard 
nwnpd property. 

SKETCH MAP 

-a 

RECORDED BY: M I . .Sal/nan 
MHC 

ORGANIZATION: 

DATE: 

1981 

LAT./LONG.: 42 32'47"N/7Q 51'23"W  

UTM COORDINATE: 19/ 3^7/^^00/^711/700  

USGS QUADRANGLE:BOSTON. MA;NH;CT;RI;HE 

SCALE: 1;250.000 

ACREAGE 

OWNER(S) 

STATUS; 

1.8A 

United States Coast Guard  
First Coast Guard District  
408 Atlantic Ave. 
Boston, MA 02210 

Unmanned/Active 
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Hospital Point Light Station (Front Range Light), Beverly 

SITE DESCRIPTION: The Hospital Point Light Station, Beverly (also known as 
the Front Range Light) is located on a rocky promontory on the west side of 
Beverly Cove on the main channel into Salem Harbor. Approach is by a private 
road and the property is surrounded by a fence and a gate. The site was 
or ig inal ly called Paul's Point since i t was owned by a Paul Thorndike, and i ts 
strategic location was recognized as early as 1711 when a watch house was 
constructed, then a for t and f ina l l y , because of i ts isolat ion, a smallpox 
hospital . 
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION: The stat ion dates pr imar i ly from 1871 and the 
extant o r ig ina l elements include the square brick tower. Stick Style Keeper's 
House, and standard brick o i l house, as wel l as the s l i g h t l y la te r 1875 
equipment bu i l d ing . Twentieth century addit ions and a l tera t ions are the wood 
frame garage (1942), concrete walks, 48' f lagpole and rather extensive 
modif icat ions to the keeper's house (1968). Due to the a l tera t ions to the 
s i t e , only the l i g h t tower is considered s ign i f i can t to th is nomination. 

Tower -

OIL HOUSE 

Exter io r : The brick pyramidal tower, painted whi te, has 5 
windows containing 6/6 sash with granite s i l l s and l i n t e l s . A 
wood frame two panel door faces the dwel l ing. I t is topped by a 
ten-sided lens room, the bottom ha l f of which is iron with a 
simple square balcony r a i l i n g . A standard iron dome with 
ven t i l a to r and l igh tn ing rod completes the tower. 

S ta i r : housed in a 3-square-foot central brick shaft with iron 
treads measuring 12 1/2" deep, 36 1/2" wide. The lamp room is 
reached by a series of three steps leading to landings; th i s is 
repeated nine t imes. 

Windows: Five windows with wood frames and sashes. Granite 
s i l l s and l i n t e l s measure 3' 5" X 8". Window casings are 3 '3" 
wide, 4 '3" h igh, with 3" s i l l and 3 1/2" s k i r t i n g . 

Lamp Room: Entered through a wooden door; room contains a 2/2 
glass window; th i s measures 3 '2" X 6'3 1/2". Floor covered with 
wood sheathing. Brick wal l p la in to 6'3 1/2", then a s t r i ng of 
headers, above which is an iron c e i l i n g . Cei l ing is composed of 
6 i ron segments; most of one is cut out to receive an iron trap 
door. Ladder, measuring 6 1/2" deep X 21 1/2" wide, with 7 steps 
on upward s lant to ve r t i ca l grab bar painted grey. Ladderway is 
sheathed in ve r t i ca l wooden boards. 

Lens Room: Ten-sided; a l ternate lower sections have in tac t vent 
wheels, painted grey over o r ig ina l brass. Lower iron sections 
are 3 '5" high. Window panels measure 26 1/2" X 46 1/2". 

Balcony: Scutt le door protected by small hood. Square balcony 
4 '1 1/2" at center, 7 '5" on each side. Exter ior s lo t of vent 
framed. Metal astragals hold g lass. 

standard design; par t ly hidden by fo l iage and isolated from 
complex. 
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DWELLING - Stick Style/Queen Anne Revival with some of its elaborate trim 
intact. Interesting cross gable with large supporting 
post/brackets, double windows Ll ,2 . Large, bland additions 
(1968) obscure both seaward elevations, seriously compromising 
the integrity of the house. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY: 

1711 - A watch house was constructed on the s i t e . 
1755 - Col. John Glover was authorized to bu i ld the " J " shaped earthwork f o r t 

which s t i l l remains on the upper level of the property. 
1801 - A hospi ta l was erected for smallpox v ic t ims , and the area acquired the 

name of Hospital Point. 
4/2/1801 - Hasadiah Smith sold parcel of land to the town of Beverly for $50. 
1812-14 The smallpox hospital was converted to barracks. 
1849 - The smallpox hospital burned to the ground. 
1871 - The town of Beverly transfers land to the US Government (1.833 acres 

for $1428.57; no deed of record) ; temporary l ighthouse erected. 
1871-72 The present brick tower was erected for $4,600-35,000; 14'7" diameter 

X 40' h igh . 
1875 - The wood frame equipment bu i ld ing erected for $400; 15' X 23' X 20 ' . 
1927 - A rear range l i g h t was placed in the spire o f the F i r s t Baptist Church 

on Cabot Street in Beverly's commercial d i s t r i c t (NR, 1983). 
1928 - Light was e l e c t r i f i e d . 
1941 - Or ig inal keeper's house was a l tered to provide barracks for twenty men. 
1947 - The keeper's dwell ing designated as quarters for the Commander o f the 

F i r s t Coast Guard D i s t r i c t . 
1/31/86 Major addit ions and a l terat ions to the keeper's dwel l ing; $22,159.35. 
1976 - Fresnel lens replaced 
1981 - Acry l i c opt ic i ns ta l l ed . 
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hospital Point Light Station (Front Range Light), Beverly, possesses 
integr i ty of location, design, sett ing, materials and workmanship as well as 
associations with the development of aids to navigation in Massachusetts. The 
station was established in 1871 when a small square brick tower was erected 
along with an o i l house and an unusual Stick Style Keeper's House to aid in 
the approach to Salem Harbor. In 1927 i t was supplemented by a rear range 
l igh t which was placed in the spire of a local church. The l igh t is a good 
example of a secondary l ight and meets cr i ter ia A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places on the state level as well as survey cr i te r ia la , 
2a ~, 5b. 



0̂  
WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Hospital Point Light Stat ion (Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR)  
Essex County 
MASSACHUSETTS c--

Working No. 

n resubmission 
CH nomination by person or local government 
im owner objection 
LD appeal 

Substantive Review: CZ! sample CD request 

Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 
Action: _ACCEPT_ 

i : : r f fEfuRN. 
_ REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

Q good 

• fair 

• deteriorated 

I I ruins 

• unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph - • -
• completeness 

• clarity .»» ' •» ** '* 
• applicable criteria . i " ' 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

^ 1 0 . Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

^^>^erbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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PHOTOGRAPH KEY 

Leslie L. Fox - MHC 1981 

1. Tower from east 

HISTORIC NAME:Hospital Point Light Station 
(Front Range Light) 

TOWN: Beverly 

LOCATION: End of Bayview Ave., NE of town ctr 

COUNTY: Essex CODE: 009 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 6th 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Essex Countv Courthouse (B167, P266-Hasadiah 
Smith to town; B817, P291-Bay St. Iron to U.S 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 
The nomination is confined to the Coast Guarc 
nwnpd prnpprtv. 

SKETCH MAP 

RECORDED BY: N, I , .Salzman 

ORGANIZATION; 

DATE: 

MHC 

1981 

LAT./LONG.: 42 32'47"N/70 51'23"W 

UTM COORDINATE:19/ 347/̂ 00/̂ 711/700 

USGS QUADRANGLE:BOSTON. MA;NH;CT;RI;ME 

SCALE: 1;250.000 

ACREAGE 

OWNER(S): 

STATUS; 

1.893 

United States Coast Guard  
First Coast Guard District  
408 Atlantic Ave. 
Boston, MA 02210 

Unmanned/Active 
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Hospital Point Light Station (Front Range Light), Beverly 

SITE DESCRIPTION: The Hospital Point Light Station, Beverly (also known as 
the Front Range Light) is located on a rocky promontory on the west side of 
Beverly Cove on the main channel into Salem Harbor. Approach is by a private 
road and the property is surrounded by a fence and a gate. The site was 
or ig inal ly called Paul's Point since i t was owned by a Paul Thorndike, and i t s 
strategic location was recognized as early as 1711 when a watch house was 
constructed, then a fo r t and f i na l l y , because of i ts iso lat ion, a smallpox 
hospital. 

Mi] 
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION: The stat ion dates pr imar i l y from 1871 and the 
extant o r ig ina l elements include the square brick tower. Stick Style Keeper's 
House, and standard br ick o i l house, as wel l as the s l i g h t l y la ter 1875 
equipment bu i l d i ng . Twentieth century addit ions and a l te ra t ions are the wood 
frame garage (1942), concrete walks, 48' f lagpole and rather extensive 
modi f icat ions to the keeper's house (1968). Due to the a l te ra t ions to the 
s i t e , only the l i g h t tower is considered s i g n i f i c a n t to th i s nomination. 

Tower 

OIL HOUSE -

Exter io r : The brick pyramidal tower, painted whi te, has 5 
windows containing 6/6 sash with granite s i l l s and l i n t e l s . A 
wood frame two panel door faces the dwel l ing. I t is topped by a 
ten-sided lens room, the bottom ha l f of which is iron with a 
simple square balcony r a i l i n g . A standard iron dome with 
ven t i l a to r and l igh tn ing rod completes the tower. 

S ta i r : housed in a 3-square-foot central brick shaft wi th iron 
treads measuring 12 1/2" deep, 36 1/2" wide. The lamp room is 
reached by a series of three steps leading to landings; t h i s is 
repeated nine t imes. 

Windows: Five windows with wood frames and sashes. Granite 
s i l l s and l i n t e l s measure 3' 5" X 8". Window casings are 3 '3" 
wide, 4 '3 " h igh, wi th 3" s i l l and 3 1/2" s k i r t i n g . 

Lamp Room: Entered through a wooden door; room contains a 2/2 
glass window; t h i s measures 3 '2" X 6'3 1/2". Floor covered with 
wood sheathing. Brick wal l p la in to 6'3 1/2", then a s t r i n g of 
headers, above which is an i ron c e i l i n g . Cei l ing is composed of 
6 i ron segments; most of one is cut out to receive an iron trap 
door. Ladder, measuring 6 1/2" deep X 21 1/2" wide, wi th 7 steps 
on upward s lant to ve r t i ca l grab bar painted grey. Ladderway is 
sheathed in ve r t i ca l wooden boards. 

Lens Room: Ten-sided; a l te rna te lower sections have in tac t vent 
wheels, painted grey over o r ig ina l brass. Lower iron sections 
are 3 '5" high. Window panels measure 26 1/2" X 46 1/2". 

Balcony: Scutt le door protected by small hood. Square balcony 
4 '1 1/2" at center, 7 '5" on each side. Exter ior s lo t of vent 
framed. Metal astragals hold g lass. 

standard design; par t l y hidden by fo l iage and isolated from 
complex. 
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DWELLING - Stick Style/Queen Anne Revival with some of i ts elaborate tr im 
intact. Interesting cross gable with large supporting 
post/brackets, double windows L l ,2 . Large, bland additions 
(1968) obscure both seaward elevations, seriously compromising 
the integr i ty of the house. 
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1711 - A watch house was constructed on the s i te . 
1755 - Col. John Glover was authorized to build the " J " shaped earthwork for t 

which s t i l l remains on the upper level of the property. 
1801 - A hospital was erected for smallpox vict ims, and the area acquired the 

name of Hospital Point. 
4/2/1801 - Hasadiah Smith sold parcel of land to the town of Beverly for $50. 
1812-14 The smallpox hospital was converted to barracks. 
1849 - The smallpox hospital burned to the ground. 
1871 - The town of Beverly transfers land to the US Government (1.833 acres 

for $1428.57; no deed of record); temporary lighthouse erected. 
1871-72 The present brick tower was erected for $4,600-?5,000; 14'7" diameter 

X 40' high. 
1875 - The wood frame equipment building erected for $400; 15' X 23' X 20'. 
1927 - A rear range l ight was placed in the spire of the First Baptist Church 

on Cabot Street in Beverly's commercial d i s t r i c t (NR, 1983). 
1928 - Light was e lec t r i f ied . 
1941 - Original keeper's house was altered to provide barracks for twenty men. 
1947 - The keeper's dwelling designated as quarters for the Commander of the 

First Coast Guard Dis t r ic t . 
1/31/86 Major additions and alterations to the keeper's dwelling; $22,159.35. 
1976 - Fresnel lens replaced 
1981 - Acrylic optic instal led. 
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hospital Point Light Station (Front Range L igh t ) , Beverly, possesses 
i n t e g r i t y o f l oca t ion , design, s e t t i n g , materials and workmanship as wel l as 
associations with the development of aids to navigation in Massachusetts. The 
stat ion was established in 1871 when a small square brick tower was erected 
along wi th an o i l house and an unusual Stick Style Keeper's House to aid in 
the approach to Salem Harbor. In 1927 i t was supplemented by a rear range 
l i g h t which was placed in the spi re of a local church. The l i g h t is a good 
example of a secondary l i g h t and meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National 
Register of H is tor ic Places on the state level as wel l as survey c r i t e r i a l a , 
2a, 5b. 



LIGHTHOUSES OF MASSACHUSETTS 
THEMATIC GROUP NOMINATION 

wos4>n'WL POIMT L46HX SmrioM 

I. Pfkmub Lor 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84 

Un i ted S ta tes Depar tment of the Inter ior ijiwiiBgJiiijiiiitaji^ 
National Park Service For NPS use only 

Nat iona l Register of Histor ic Places received4 198? ^ 
Inventory—Nomination Form Reentered ^g^^ng^ 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 3 / ^ / 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Lighthouses o f Massachusetts TR 

State MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review / Date/Signature 

' ' ' ' ^ X l . H o s p i t a l Po in t L i g h t S t a t i o n I t t S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ , ^ ^ 

Attest 

X2. Graves L i g h t S t a t i o n ' ^ ^ ^ J S j u W ^ / d e e p e r ^ ; : ? l ^ < ^ < ^ 3 ^ ; ^ ^ £ t ^ : r : ^ ^ 

Attest 

23. Annisquam Harbor L i g h t S t a t i o n •^'^k^epev /^p^x£*- ' ' t^ i -<. -^^yc<.<y ^ ^ 7 ^ 

l a t i c M ^ Attest 
The Beacon ^ _ A / / 

Attest 

7,,^r:, 55. Bird Island Light j S t o ^ / s e ^ t e ^ A r ^ e p e r / y } U £ . ' - - ^ y r ' ^ T M / K 

Attest 

36. Borden Flats Light S t a t i o n ^ ^ ^ J^^eeper /S>(̂ <̂̂ Ŵ-̂ -<t̂ ;̂ ^ 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
ED appeal 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: 
Action: Z ^ ^ 6 C E P T _ 

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: • sample im request EH appeal EH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category 

4. Owner of Property 

Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes ED no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

ED good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

ED unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

ED altered 

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 

ED summary paragraph 
ED completeness 
ED clarity 
ED alterations/integrity 
ED dates 
ED boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

ED summary paragraph 
ED completeness 
ED clarity ' 
ED applicable criteria 
ED justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context • ' " -
ED relationship of integrity to significance » . ' 
n justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

ED Maps •<» -
ED Photographs - . 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to . 

Signed _ Date Phone: 

O P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

ComnKnts for any item may be continued on an attached sheet ^ 
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