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DESCR BETHE PRESENT AND (R G NAL (IFKNOMY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE
The Dwi ght - Henderson House i slocated on Great Harrington's Miin Street just
south of theprincipal comrercial district. Thewhite clapboard saltbhox house,
built i nl1759, i sdistinct from theother 19t hcentury buildings i nthe area.

The Dwi ght - Hender son House was originally built onthe slope of ahill, and the
facade included a high stone foundation which nade three stories onthe front,

and with the shed style rear roof slope, onestory i ntherear. | nl1l892a local
busi nessman, M. Cal eb Ticknor, bought t he house andland t oconstruct the f

Berkshire I nnonthesite. Recognizing thevalue of t hehouse, M. Ticknor di d

not have i trazed, but moved i ttoasite behind theinn. After fire destroyed

the Berkshire I nni n 1966, t hehouse was noved t oitspresent location. Although

nmoved twice, t heDwi ght-Henderson House has al ways been within 200feet of its

original location. [Itspresent site i sconpatible with thebuildingand i s

simlar toitsformer location. As aresult of itssecond nove, t hehigh stone
*

foundation was renoved, creating a two-story facade. \Y
The facade of t he Dwi ght - Hender son House has a five-bay arrangement, with a L
central doorway. Fenestration ontheside elevations i sirregular, with four

wi ndows each onthefirst andsecond floors andonew ndow i ntheattic story.

The mul ti-paned, double hung sash wi ndows include twelve over twelve andthree

over three lights. oo .

The exterior wall fabric i sclapboards with beaded ends andscarfed joints. , N

Other features include awater table, pegged wi ndow frames, andtwo interior
chimeys at either endof t he house. The panelled doxible doorway ont he front
facade displays adistinct Georgian element. Flanking theentrance are fluted .
pilasters, surnmounted by a noul ded entablature. Theiron railing ontheraised
concrete entrance porch i sa recent addition.

The Dwi ght - Henderson House i s nowpart of theBerkshire Mtor I nnandi sused as
motel roons andoffice space. Although theinterior has been adapted for

such use, a period anbience has been maintained by theintact paneling, wainscoting
and fireplaces. - . e T-
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The Dwi ght - Henderson House i ssignificant as t he hone of Brigadier General
Joseph Dwi ght and as t he scene of themarriage of thepoet Wlliam Cullen Bryant.
The house i salso theoldest intact building i nGeat Barrington. -~

The house was constructed by local carpenter Daniel Allen i n1759 for General
Joseph Dwi ght, a promnent figure i nlegal, political and mlitary affairsin

the Col ony of Massachusetts Bay. Dwight was a |awyer, a Colonel i nthe Militia,
Speaker of the Colonial Massachusetts House of Representatives, participatedi n
the siege of Louisbourg i n1745, and commanded a regi ment that served i nthe
French and Indian WAr. |1 n 1751 he married Ms. Abigail Sergeant, w dowof
Stockbridge m ssionary Reverend John Sergeant. From 1753 t 0 1761 he was one of
the judges for theCourts for Hanpshire County, and at theincorporation of
Berkshire County he was appointed judge of both t he County and Probate Courts.

In theact for incorporating the Town of Great Barrington-in 1761, General Dwi ght
was authorized toissue hiswarrant for convening thefirst town nmeeting of its
inhabitants. He was chosen noderator at that meeting and also one of t he Sel ectnen
of thetown.

After Dwight died i n1765, hi swife and son. Col onel Elijah Dw ght, continued

to use t hehouse as their residence. | n 1777 t he house becare directly connected
with the American Revolution. General John Burgoyne, who had been capturedat
Saratoga, and was being marched with his troops t oBoston for parole t o England,
spent several nights i nthe house as theguest of theDw ght famly.

In 1810 Deacon Allen Henderson, a Great Barrington tanner, purchased thehouse. -
Under hi s ownership, Wlliam Cullen Bryant, the Amrerican poet, nmet and courted
Frances Fairchild, Deacon Henderson's sister-in-law, and was married toher in
the southeast front parlor of thehouse on January 11, 1821. While i nGreat
Barrington, during theyears 1816-1825, Bryant practiced | aw, was town clerk, -
and was inspired towite many of hi s poens about nature, including "Mnurent
Mount ai n" and t he "G een River." .
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) 294 Washington Street”
Paul Guzzi

727-8470

27 COctober 1975

M. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

US Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Encl osed please find three National Register nom nations for the following
properties:

1. Great Barrington, Dwi ght-Henderson House
2. Newton, Dr. Henry Jacob Bi gel ow House
3. Somerville, BowStreet Historic District

These properties have been voted eligible for subm ssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission (the State Review Board) andhave been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Aradon.

Si ncerely yours, \ e

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion /

A Wnw
Encl osures
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Eaapshire County
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FI ynout h County

Al so Notified

Hon. Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward W Brooke Ms, Eli? abeth R Aradon

Hon. Silvio O. Conte Executive Director, |Jassachusetts
Pon. Tlioraa P. O1I."eill. Jr. Ki storical Concilccioa

Hon. Janes A Burke 29A V'aihlartton Street

_ , . Bost on, bJaasachusetca 02103
Regional Director, North Atlantic

Regi on
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