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_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
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STATE 
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CODE 
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CLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP CATEGORY 
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J?BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

—PUBLIC ; 

^-PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
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—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
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—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
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OTHER: 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

X_EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

? L A L T E R E D 

CHECK ONE 

—ORIGINAL SITE 

?LMOVED DATF 1892, 1966 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Dwight-Henderson House i s located on Great Harrington's Main Street j u s t 
south of the p r i n c i p a l commercial d i s t r i c t . The white clapboard saltbox house, 
b u i l t i n 1759, i s d i s t i n c t from the other 19th century buildings i n the area. 

The Dwight-Henderson House was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t on the slope of a h i l l , and the 
facade included a high stone foundation which made three stories on the f r o n t , 
and with the shed style rear roof slope, one story i n the rear. I n 1892 a local 
businessman, Mr. Caleb Ticknor, bought the house and land to construct the f „• 
Berkshire Inn on the s i t e . Recognizing the value of the house, Mr. Ticknor did 
not have i t razed, but moved i t to a s i t e behind the inn. After f i r e destroyed 
the Berkshire Inn i n 1966, the house was moved to i t s present location. Although 
moved twice, the Dwight-Henderson House has always been within 200 feet of i t s 
o r i g i n a l location. I t s present s i t e i s compatible with the building and i s 
similar t o i t s former location. As a re s u l t of i t s second move, the high stone 
foundation was removed, creating a two-story facade. . . * v 

The facade of the Dwight-Henderson House has a five-bay arrangement, with a . ' 
central doorway. Fenestration on the side elevations i s ir r e g u l a r , with four 
windows each on the f i r s t and second floors and one window i n the a t t i c story. 
The multi-paned, double hung sash windows include twelve over twelve and three 
over three l i g h t s . . . • . 

The exterior wall fabric i s clapboards with beaded ends and scarfed j o i n t s . , ,̂  
Other features include a water table, pegged window frames, and two i n t e r i o r 
chimneys at either end of the house. The panelled doxible doorway on the front 
facade displays a d i s t i n c t Georgian element. Flanking the entrance are f l u t e d • 
pil a s t e r s , surmounted by a moulded entablature. The iron r a i l i n g on the raised 
concrete entrance porch i s a recent addition. 

The Dwight-Henderson House i s now part of the Berkshire Motor Inn and i s used as 
motel rooms and o f f i c e space. Although the i n t e r i o r has been adapted for 
such use, a period ambience has been maintained by the in t a c t paneling, wainscoting 
and fireplaces. •- . • r- . 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400 1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600 -1699 

X_1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 

— 1800 1899 

— 1900 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

J iARCHITECTURE 

_ J ^ R T 

—COMMERCE 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

.CONSERVATION ^ ^ 

.ECONOMICS . ~ ^ C 

.EDUCATION * • 

.ENGINEERING 

.EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

. INDUSTRY 

. INVENTION 

— L A N D S C A P E ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W '-i • •• L.. 

XLITERATURE 

-• JCMILITARY • ••• -• 

— M U S I C >'•- • T i •, 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

. . . 
.RELIGION 

.SCIENCE ^ i ' 

.SCULPTURE 

. S O C I A L / H U M A N I T A R I A N 

.THEATER 

.TRANSPORTATION 

.OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1759 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT j ^ ^ . ^ j ^ j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ carpenter 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dwight-Henderson House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of Brigadier General 
Joseph Dwight and as the scene of the marriage of the poet William Cullen Bryant. 
The house i s also the oldest i n t a c t building i n Great Barrington. -~ 

The house was constructed by local carpenter Daniel Allen i n 1759 for General 
Joseph Dwight, a prominent figure i n leg a l , p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s i n 
the Colony of Massachusetts Bay. Dwight was a lawyer, a Colonel i n the M i l i t i a , 
Speaker of the Colonial Massachusetts House of Representatives, participated i n 
the siege of Louisbourg i n 1745, and commanded a regiment that served i n the . -. 
French and Indian War. I n 1751 he married Mrs. Abigail Sergeant, widow of 
Stockbridge missionary Reverend John Sergeant. From 1753 to 1761 he was one of 
the judges for the Courts for Hampshire County, and at the incorporation of 
Berkshire County he was appointed judge of both the County and Probate Courts. 
In the act for incorporating the Town of Great Barrington -in 1761, General Dwight 
was authorized to issue h i s warrant for convening the f i r s t town meeting of i t s 
inhabitants. He was chosen moderator at that meeting and also one of the Selectmen 
of the town. 

After Dwight died i n 1765, his wife and son. Colonel E l i j a h Dwight, continued 
to use the house as t h e i r residence. I n 1777 the house became d i r e c t l y connected 
with the American Revolution. General John Burgoyne, who had been captured at 
Saratoga, and was being marched with his troops to Boston for parole to England, 
spent several nights i n the house as the guest of the Dwight family. 

I n 1810 Deacon Allen Henderson, a Great Barrington tanner, purchased the house. -
Under his ownership, William Cullen Bryant, the American poet, met and courted 
Frances F a i r c h i l d , Deacon Henderson's sister-in-law, and was married to her i n 
the southeast f r o n t parlor of the house on January 11, 1821. While i n Great 
Barrington, during the years 1816-1825, Bryant practiced law, was town clerk, -
and was inspired to write many of his poems about nature, including "Monument 
Mountain" and the "Green River." • 
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Paul Guzzi 
294 Washington S t r e e t ^ 

727-8470 

2 7 October 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d three National Register nominations for the following 
properties: 

1. Great Barrington, Dwight-Henderson House 
2. Newton, Dr. Henry Jacob Bigelow House 
3. Somerville, Bow Street Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission (the State Review Board) and have been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely yours, \ ••' 

P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission / 

PlW/mw 

Enclosures 
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