


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The George Sumner House is significant for its association uith the

settlement period”~f Southbridge's history and the development of its
mill economy, and.its Federal style form and ornament. It*therefore
meets National Register criteria A and C at the local level and
retains integrity of location, materials, workmanship, desian,
feeling, and association. The boundarie.s marked on the attached

assessors map are those of current ownership. , -

AH IE]LFPLS HCOWNE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other burl dings V(\l}\tlhl n the coranunity. b

A late vernacul ar expression of the Federal style, this two-and-a-half story, four bay
house has an entrance with fanlight inthe third bay of the I onger side. Oddly, greater inpor-
tance i s given to the gable end which faces the street but contains no entrance. This four
bay street facade contains a conplete pediment piercedby a large fanlight with a groove-carved
frame set above a carved ornamental panel with swags. | tis not clear whether this treatment
of the street facade i s original to the construction of the house or whether it m ght have been
a "stylish" updating of a plain vernacular building.

Anot her house which nmay originally have been quite simlar to this one is the Clarke-G over
House (form #D-444) on South Street” ca. 1830's . Both houses have a squarish plan and four
bays on the long side with a pediment facing the street. Because the Clarke-G over House was

HSITCRCGL SANHCGAINE FExplain the role owers played inlocal or state histor7ini%”" ' ANinN'A
bui lding relates to the devel opnent of the conmanity.

A house was first shown inthis location on the 1830 Southbridge map. Although its owner-
ship was not clearly indicated on that map, several written accounts suggest that it belonged
to Maj. George Summer, also known as Deacon Summer, who was clearly shown.as the owner on the
1855 nap. Summer, a clothier who cane here from Spencer i n 1802, was involved i n the early
manufacture of textiles i n Southbridge.

About 1802 George Surmmer bought out the clothier's business of his brother-in-Iaw,
Zebina Abbot, which was |ocated just below the house at Marcy's Mills. Abbot inturn had bought
the business froma John Gray who had originally established himself therein 1790. In the
early—9th century, before the introduction of'the power |oomand factories i nwhich all the
procedures of cloth manufacture were carried out under a single roof, the business of the
clothier was the carding of wool into rolls to be returned to the hone spinner, the dying of
y*rn and of honermade cloth and the final napping, fulling and dressing of the honenade cl oth.
About 1808 the first machines "propelled with mechanical power" for the carding of wool were
introduced into the Southbridge area. Summer appears to have been amonflfthefirst to have
used this new technology here. Also, according to George Davis' Historical Sketch of Sturbridge
and Sout hbridge (1856), Surmer was the first i n Southbridge to contract for the entire process
of wool ens manufacture:

(See Continuation Sheet)
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IN'VENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Goraminity: VNA  Formio:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CX>MISSON Sout hbri dae
Office of tlie Secretary, Bodon g

Property Nang, RRoge Summerpliiyise

Indicate each item an inventory form which is being continued bdow.

H STCR CAL SI GN FI CANCE (cont'd)

"Dea. Summer, still living i nSouthbridge i n1811, manufactured
L thefirst wool designed for sale which was furnished by Calvinand
e 5,V Luther Ammdown, Esquires. The terns for manufacturing were that

. for every pound of wool furnished, ayard of cloth, dressed, ready
for usewas returned."”

Summer apparently provided al | theservices of theclotber himself and contracted out t he other
processes, such as spinning andweaving, toindividuals working i ntheir homes.

After about tenyears at Marcy's Mills, Surmmer erected a building nearby adjacent t o

the cottonmill of WIliam Sumer and John Green. | n 1814 he purchased t hesurplus water
of thecotton mill andcontinued i nbusiness there until he sold hisinterest and retired
about 1832. | n1833both Summer's business andt headjacent cotton mill becane theproperty

of S H Babcock of Boston, who |ater sold out t o Harvey Dresser, the conpany being known
as theDresser Manufacturing Conpany. Later, theDresser Mill was absorbed by t he Central
Mills.

CGeorge Summer was "active i ntheaffairs of theol dparish" andwas an "efficient
cooperator i nprocuring theincorporationof theparish territory as thetown of Southbridge."
In 1830 he married Julia F. Newell, age 28. Entries onthe Southbridge Vital Records show ng
the deaths of several children of a George Simner prior to 1830 suggest that he had been
married previously. A Peggy Summer who died i n 1826 may have been hi s first wife.

The house and si xacres was owned i n 1878 by Austin Summer who i nt he 1840's had operated
a dry goods andgrocery business i ndobe Village together with WlliamF MKinstry. | n 1841
he married Julia Seabury.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNl f | CAKCE (cont'd)
apparently Geek Revivalized around the*l 850's, i ti simpossible toknow howsimilar the two
m ght have been originally.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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