


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The G e o r g e Sumner House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n u i t h t h e 
s e t t l e m e n t p e r i o d ^ f S o u t h b r i d g e ' s h i s t o r y a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f i t s 
m i l l e c o n o m y , a n d . i t s F e d e r a l s t y l e f o r m a n d o r n a m e n t . I t ^ t h e r e f o r e 
m e e t s N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A a n d C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l a n d 
r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , d e s i a n , 
f e e l i n g , a n d a s s o c i a t i o n . The b o u n d a r i e . s m a r k e d o n t h e a t t a c h e d 
a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f c u r r e n t o w n e r s h i p . , -

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terns of 
other buildings within the coranunity. 

A la t e vernacular expression of the Federal s t y l e , t h i s two-and-a-half story, four bay 
house has an entrance with f a n l i g h t i n the t h i r d bay of the longer side. Oddly, greater impor­
tance i s given to the gable end which faces the street but contains no entrance. This four 
bay street facade contains a complete pediment pierced by a large f a n l i g h t with a groove-carved 
frame set above a carved ornamental panel with swags. I t i s not clear whether t h i s treatment 
of the street facade i s o r i g i n a l to the construction of the house or whether i t might have been 
a " s t y l i s h " updating of a p l a i n vernacular building. 

Another house which may o r i g i n a l l y have been quite s i m i l a r to t h i s one i s the Clarke-Glover 
House (form #D-444) on South Street^ ca. 1830's . Both houses have a squarish plan and four 
bays on the long side with a pediment facing the street. Because the Clarke-Glover House was 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state histor7 ini%^'^^i^'^ 
building relates to the development of the community. 

A house was f i r s t shown i n t h i s location on the 1830 Southbridge map. Although i t s owner­
ship was not clearly indicated on that map, several w r i t t e n accounts suggest that i t belonged 
to Maj. George Sumner, also known as Deacon Sumner, who was c l e a r l y shown.as the owner on the 
1855 map. Sumner, a c l o t h i e r who came here from Spencer i n 1802, was involved i n the early 
manufacture of t e x t i l e s i n Southbridge. 

About 1802 George Sumner bought out the clothier's business of his brother-in-law, 
Zebina Abbot, which was located j u s t below the house at Marcy's M i l l s . Abbot i n turn had bought 
the business from a John Gray who had o r i g i n a l l y established himself there i n 1790. In the 
early—19th century, before the introduction of'the power loom and factories i n which a l l the 
procedures of cloth manufacture were carried out under a single roof, the business of the 
c l o t h i e r was the carding of wool in t o r o l l s to be returned to the home spinner, the dying of 
y*rn and of homemade cloth and the f i n a l napping, f u l l i n g and dressing o f the homemade clo t h . 
About 1808 the f i r s t machines "propelled with mechanical power" for the carding of wool were 
introduced i n t o the Southbridge area. Sumner appears to have been amonflfthe f i r s t to have 
used t h i s new technology here. Also, according to George Davis' H i s t o r i c a l Sketch of Sturbridge 
and Southbridge (1856), Sumner was the f i r s t i n Southbridge to contract for the entire process 
of woolens manufacture: 

(See Continuation Sheet) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

"Dea. Sumner, s t i l l l i v i n g i n Southbridge i n 1811, manufactured 
'•••I the f i r s t wool designed f o r sale which was furnished by Calvin and 

• .;, V Luther Ammidown, Esquires. The terms for manufacturing were that 
. for every pound of wool furnished, a yard of cl o t h , dressed, ready 
for use was returned." 

Sumner apparently provided a l l the services of the clotber himself and contracted out the other 
processes, such as spinning and weaving, to individuals working i n t h e i r homes. 

After about ten years at Marcy's M i l l s , Sumner erected a building nearby adjacent to 
the cotton m i l l of William Sumner and John Green. In 1814 he purchased the surplus water 
of the cotton m i l l and continued i n business there u n t i l he sold his interest and r e t i r e d 
about 1832. In 1833 both Sumner's business and the adjacent cotton m i l l became the property 
of S. H. Babcock of Boston, who l a t e r sold out to Harvey Dresser, the company being known 
as the Dresser Manufacturing Company. Later, the Dresser M i l l was absorbed by the Central 
M i l l s . 

George Sumner was "active i n the a f f a i r s of the old parish" and was an " e f f i c i e n t 
cooperator i n procuring the incorporation of the parish t e r r i t o r y as the town of Southbridge." 
In 1830 he married Ju l i a F. Newell, age 28. Entries on the Southbridge V i t a l Records showing 
the deaths of several children of a George Siminer p r i o r to 1830 suggest that he had been 
married previously. A Peggy Sumner who died i n 1826 may have been his f i r s t wife. 

The house and six acres was owned i n 1878 by Austin Sumner who i n the 1840's had operated 
a dry goods and grocery business i n Globe Village together with William F. McKinstry. I n 1841 
he married J u l i a Seabury. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNlflCAKCE (cont'd) 
apparently Greek Revivalized around the^l850's, i t i s impossible to know how similar the two 
might have been o r i g i n a l l y . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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