
NEW SMYRNA SUGAR MILL RUINS

U.S. 1, Fla. 90, New Smyrna Beach 
Volusia County

Arched doors and window openings in thick coquina 
walls are all that remain of a sugar mill that represents 
the expansion of the plantation economy in Florida before 
the Seminole Wars.

The plantations in the area of New Smyrna were des­ 
troyed in late 1835, or during January of 1836, in the 
Indian hostilities, and it is probable that the sugar mill 
suffered the same fate.

The ruins and general layout are similar to those at 
the Bulow Plantation Ruins, and the mill is known to have 
been under construction at the time of a visit of John James 
Audubon in 1831. The small building which houses the steam 
machinery for sugar production was not in use before 1800.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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The terrain surrounding the New Smyrna Sugar Mill Ruins is 
flat and covered by a pine and live oak hammock. The j^uins 
which remain are .cut coquina block, a rock-like substance com­ 
posed of tiny shells and sand which was quarryed in the area. 
The layout of the mill and the adjacent engine room can be 
det^inined! by _ strand ing walls, arched doorways and windows, or 
in their absence, the footing foundations of missing sections. 
The wells^jGLSje^i, to supply the steam boiler may be seen as well 
as the base of the tall_chimney jpf.the engine house. The ruins 
are ̂ bpetT to~"the^puBTic" yeaF round and walkways and interpretive 
signs guide visitors.

An attached drawing, researched by Cash H. Coe, depicts 
the layout of the sugar mill at the time of its destructipn in 
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In December pfLJL835, the outbreak of the Second Seminole 
War brought the full wrath of a~ determined and resourceful 
foe down on the plantations lying along the St. Johns and 
Halifax Rivers. In a matter of days a young and flourishing 
sugar economy was dealt a blow from which it was never to 
recover.

The New Smyrna Sugar Mill Ruins are historically signif­ 
icant because the events which took place there and the 
resulting occurrence are typical of the whole region. Prior 
to the Territorial Period, in both Spanish Periods and the 
British tenure, grants had been relatively numerous in the 
coastal area between St. Augustine and New Smyrna due to the 
rich swamps and hammock lands and the availability of water- 
borne transportation. Boyd states that, "by the early 
thirties substantial steam-powered sugar mills, many housed 
in stout stone buildings, had been erected on several of the 
estates, so that the economic development of this short 
stretch of the upper east coast exceeded that of any other 
part of the territory, not excepting Middle Florida."

In 18J3_Q William K^jrtble contracted to build a steam sugar 
and sawmill for "William DePeyster and Eliza and Henry ,C^tiger 
of New Kork. This mill, now known as the New Smyrna Sugar 
Hill Ruins, was constructed on land which Cruger had purchased 
from Ambrose Hull. Originally the land was granted to Hull 
during the Second Spanish Period and subsequently confirmed 
under territorial administration.

In 1835, A black servant of Mrs. Jane Sheldon, wife of 
the overseer of the Cruger and DePeyster property, attended a 
Christmas Eve dance on an adjacent plantation and saw Indians 
lurking about. These Semj^ioles (approximately 80 to 140 in 
strength belonging to Philip's band)Wrecked havoc not only to 
the Mosquito Inlet area, but up and down the entire east 
coast. On jChrjLstmas day, they plundered the Cruger and 
DePeyster Plantation, among others, forcing the Sheldon's to

(Continued) __
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flee across the Halifax River to safety. The following night, 
the sugar mill and other buildings in the area were gut to the 
torch_. Sixty of the DePeyster Blacks were led away by the 
Seminoles.

That winter, a similar series of events took place on 
numerous other plantations. Subsequent occupation of ruins by 
troops in the course of the war resulted in their alteration 
for defensive reasons. This, in addition to vandalism, undoubt- 
ably caused as extensive damage as originally caused by the 
Seminoles.

In the 20th Century, legends were to grow in the area 
around New Smyrna that the ruins were an old Spanish Mission, 
built in the 17th Century; research (documentative and 
architectural) disproved these rather romantic claims.

These ruins attest to an agricultural economy vigorous 
enough to warrant a significant architectural undertaking on 
a remote territorial frontier. Their continued preservation 
offers the public a visual link with the past, contributing to 
a fuller understanding of the Territorial Period of Florida 
history.
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