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PHOTOGRAPHS: 

JiO:OA Front and r i g h t facades 

A0:09 Second-Period chimney wa l l of north 
( r i g h t parlor 

40:06 Summer beam i n t o end g i r t (longitudinal) 

40:07 front molded comer post and f r o n t g i r t 
and end g i r t 

sketch Hap: ; 

"M REFERENCE 19 / 34A-370 / 4715-: 

•IS CUADRANGLE Salem ' 

".! r 1:25,000 

• 'A 
iJAN 2 4 1990 FOR.M NO. 

Town BEVERLY 

Address 634 Cabot St reet 

H i s t o r i c Name Exercise Conant House - the 

Reverend John Chipman House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c. 1695 

Source visual analysis and deed research 

Style F i r s t Period / Second Period 

Architec t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings parage (nofi-contributing) 

20th c. 

Major Alterati OnS {wi th datss) doubie-cell 
addit ion c. 1715 i n f r o n t (second-phase) 

Conditi on eood 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreace less than one acre 

Setting r e s i d e n t i a l ~ northwest corner of 

Cabot and Douglas, suburban res i d e n t i a l 

surrounds. 

Recorded by James Kyprianos 

Organization Boston University 

Date Mav 1986 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^CSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: 

BEVERLY 
Form No: 

Ti_ ^ Conant-Ch 
Property Name: House 

ipman 

Indicate each item on inventory fom v*iich is being continued below. 
SIGNIFICANCE 

The Exercise Conant house retains integrity of location, design, materials, and 
workmanship i n i t s late seventeenth centrory F i r s t - Period frame ur*der Criterion C. 
The nearly intact survival of the single-cell house as the e l l of a larger 
Second-Period structure provides an oj^XDrtunity to further our understanding of the 
once numerous single-cell house. The house i s an example of the way i n which seme 
First-Period houses were enlarged i n the Second-Period by being relegated to the 
status of unfashionable e l l s , (often used for u t i l i t a r i a n purposes such as kitchens), 
behind larger and more fashionable new main roans. The j o i s t spacing suggests a 

construction date according to Cumming's charts; the f l a t chamfers may place 1670's 
the house i n the 1680's. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION: 

The Exercise Conant House i s the First Period, northern e l l of the two-and-a-half 
d S ^ l / j S " ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^^^^ ^ r e n d John C h i p m S T H ^ ^ J c f ^ a 
t n ^ t i T t r S ' ' ^ ' ^ ^ . ^ ""^ Second-Period, centrS^ooSS^ wSh f luSd 
P e i S S n ^ a broken-arch pediment with pineapple f inial in the center The F^St 

« ^ ^ i S l \ r o ? i : ^ ? S - - ^ w ^ ^ ^ V ^ l e l r r ' l ^ ^ c h " -
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ V T ilt"-the^Jn^^,3 
roof r i S r S t J i F ^ r ^ ^ f J ^ n ^ J ' ^ ^ ^ ' ' ^ ^ °^ the roof of the main facade. The 
to the S i ^ ' o f l h ^ ' S L ^ . " ' ' ' "^"^ ' ° P^^^' — perpendicular 

MAJOR FIRST-PERIOD FEATURES: 

lamb's tongue stops discontiSSSg ^ S ^ c h a S l r f ^ n ^ ̂ S i ^ ^^^^^ additional 
sun«er beam, an i n t e r e s t i n g ^ ^ L t i J '^^'^ intersection with the 

^ T t ^ J ^ r s " ' ^ T S L ^ a t S f ^ S V ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ - ^ ' -̂ ^̂ ^̂ e f r c 
in three differentlTsized tev! w ^ t ^ ^ K P^^^^^^P^^ rafter and comnon purlin roof 
Wide, and the end 6̂ 3" wSe ' T . ; e ^ t ^ t ^ r ^ "^A""" ^ cente^Sy 5 ^ 
the rest are pine. ^ ^"^ °f ^^fters are oak or tamarack, while 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: Form No: 
BEVERLY 

Property Name: Conant-
House 

ipman 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The main portion of the present structure coirprises the Reverend John Chipman house, 
built sometime after he acquired the Conant House in 1715, and containing much fine 
Second-Period Interior finish as well as the excellent exterior doorway. The north 
parlor, in particular, has fine raised-field panelircf, molded cornices, and door and 
windcw surrounds on all four walls. The fireplace openii^ is surrounded by bolection 
molding. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Exercise Conant sold a house and bam on this land to his cousin John Conant in 
iiPif^f i-h2^T^2^*i?Si5 ̂  house in 1715 to Reverend John Chipman, who presumably 
i ^ l v ^ f f I S n T " " ̂  1° his parish £ n i s and his growi^ 
family of fifteen chil- dren. The house is associated with this prominent local 
clergyman who was responsible for most of its construction. P^^^nt local 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Laphan, Alice Gertrude. The_01d Planters of Beverly in Massachu­
setts and the IlTousand-Acre nf ifij^ r̂ .̂y.l-̂ ŷ.. pi.^rridc 
Press for the Beverly Historical Society and the Conant Fam­
ily Association, 1930. 
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National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Siieet 

om Afemm No ioi*a>i» 
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M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
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F i r s t Period B u i l d i n g s of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Conant, Exercise, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/24/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/07/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/23/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/10/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000199 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: - N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N ^ 
y Z K J / i fctered l u the 

L ^ C C E P T RETURN REJECT ^ / f / 7 a DATE tutlCS&l X'i6l3^« 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

arc h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
"materials 
[descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable criteria ^ 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other , ,. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 





















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


