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The Nichelini Winery, a vernacular structure reflecting the Italian Swiss heritage

of its owner- builder, Anton Nichelini, is stepped into the steep hillside to the

east of Sage Canyon Road. Unaltered in design, the first level of the square three
story building is of native cut stone quarried locally. Builtin 1890 as a wine cellar,
there is a wide central door in the east elevation with a segmental arch and radiating
stones. Two rectangular windows flank the doorway with simple flat lintels and sills.
Quoins are at the corners.

The second and third floors, completed by 1896, are of frame in a cross-axial plan,and
served as the residence of the Nichelini family. The second level, at road level,opens
directly unto Sage Canyon Road. Siding of the second level is vertical board-and-
batten. Rectangular windows with two-over-two double-hung sash have molded trim
with' shouldered lintels. Windows are paired in the east and west facades on the
second level. The third level has narrow horizontal siding. Windows are two-over-
two double hung sash with plain molding. A cross-gabled roof has a plain boxed cornice
with frieze and returns suggesting the Greek Revival style. Note also the decorative
gable pattern of diagonal and vertical boards. One story porches on the second level
in the northwest and southwest corners are original with plain square posts and shed
roof. Entrance to the residence is on the second level at the northwest corner off

Sage Canyon Road through a single four-panel door.

To the north of the Winery/Residence is a frame building,also stepped into the hillside,
which is part of the present winery. Resting on a native fieldstone foundation, the
rectangular 2 1/2 story building has vertical board-and-batten siding. The second
level, entered directly from Sage Canyon Road, has a gabled roof sloping into a shed
roof with a central projecting gable in the west facade.

This narrow and winding section of Sage Canyon with the Road, access to the Winery,
the steep hillside, stone terracing and steps and Sage Creek below, remains in
appearance much as it did in the 1890s when the Winery was built, though trees now
shelter the buildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nichelini Winery epitomizes the small owner-built and family-run winery,typical of the
late 19th century in Napa County,which remains in operation today in a setting little changed
since it was built in 1890. The 19th century winery equipment, including the primitive lever
press remains on the site, giving a unique glimpse of a 19th century working winery. Napa
County had approximately 200 wineries in operation at the height of its early viticultural
period in the late 19th century; the majority run by single families. Anton Nichelini, a native
of Switzerland,owner and builder of the Winery in 1890, was one of many Swiss,Italian,
German and French immigrants who exerted a strong influence upon the wine industry in
Napa County and who left their mark in the fine craftsmanship in stone found throughout

the County.

The vernacular influence of the European heritage is evident in structures such as this
unaltered stone winery with its residence above. A common design in Europe, only a few
such winery-residences were built in Napa County, primarily by European immigrants.
Anton Nichelini homesteaded this tract of land in 1884. In addition to planting vineyards,
he also developed small mines on the property which is in a region of Napa County known
for its quicksilver mines. The first Swiss settler in the area, his was the first wine cellar
in Sage Canyon. Drawing a steady clientele for his wines from the workers in the Pope and
Chiles Valley mines, many of whom were Italian, Nichelini was well-known locally.

The Nichelini Winery was closed during Prohibition and reopened after Repeal by Nichelini*s
son, William. The third generation of the family, Jim Nichelini, currently manages the
Winery which has remained small and family-run.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The Nichelini Winery and adjacent frame barn/winery is
located approximately 0.4 miles south of the intersection of Lower Chiles Valley Rd.
and Sage Canyon Rd (Hwy.128) on the east side of Sage Canyon Rd.The buildings are
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NICHELINI WINERY
2950 Sage Canyon Rd. (Hwy. 128)
St. Helena,California

The site is approximately 0.4 miles south
of the intersection of Lower Chiles Valley Rd,

and Sage Canyon Rd. (Hwy, 128) on the east
side of Sage Canyon Rd.
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

P.0. BOX 2390
SACRAMENTO 95811

received

JUN 21 1979

Mr. Charles A, Herrin™:ton

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Servi'

VJashington, D, C. 20273

Dear Mr. Herrington:

We submit the Nichelini Winery for nomination to the National Register

of Historic Places. This nomination is located in the 2nd California
Congressional District in Napa Co\mty.

Sincerely,

Dr. Knox Mellon
State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures
ch/HM



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE CALIFORNIA
Date Entered AUG 2 4 1979

Name Location
La Grange Multiple Resource Area La Grange
Stanislaus County

Altaville Grammar School Altaville
Calaveras County

Bank of Los Banos Building Los Banos
Merced County

Nichelini Winery St. Helena vicinity
Napa County

Watson Log Cabin Tahoe City
Placer County

Also Notified

Honorable S. |. Hayakawa
Honorable Alan Cranston State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Norman D. Shumway Dr. Knox Mellon
Honorable Tom Coelho Office of Historic Preservation
Honorable Don H. Clausen Department of Parks & Recreation
Honorable Harold T. Johnson P.O. Box 2390

Sacramento, California 95811
/
NR Byers/bjr 8/30/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



Nichelini Winery Amendment
St. Helena, Napa County, California
National Register of Historic Places

This amendment amends the existing National Register of Historic Places listing for the Nichelini Winery
to include the Nichelini homestead cabin as a contributor to the listed property. The cabin is a singie-
story wooden frame building with a front-gabled roof of steep pitch and siightly extended rafters,
constructed circa 1890. It is located on a steep ledge approximately 70 feet east-southeast of the 1895
Nichelini winery and residence that replaced this building. The cabin measures approximately 12 by 14
feet. The roof is sheathed in wood shingles and patches of corrugated metal. The walls are redwood
board-and-batten siding with an exterior baseboard along the front fagade. The building’s two wooden
sash windows are located on the front (northwest) facade and the back (southwest) wall.

The cabin was the first building constructed on the Nichelini homestead, a simple vernacular building
where Swiss settler Anton Nichelini lived while improving and farming his homestead into a 160 acre
property including a 30 acre vineyard and two mines. Nichelini lived in the cabin with his wife Caterina
after their July 1890 marriage, and his first four children were all born in the cabin. Nichelini’s family
moved into a larger home in 1896, relocating the homestead cabin to its current site in approximately
1895. The period of significance falls within the Nichelini Winery’s overall period of significance of 1884-
1937, the era when Anton Nichelini settled the land until his death. The property has deteriorated due
to a relative lack of maintenance but retains a high degree of historic integrity as a result of its relative
lack of alteration. The property was moved circa 1895, during the established period of significance of
the Nichelini Winery, but meets the requirements of Criteria Consideration B because the property
retained its association with the Nichelini family after relocation. The relocated setting is also still within
the original Nichelini homestead, a similar setting and environment to its original location.

Staff supports the nomination as written and recommends that the State Historical Resources
Commission determine that the Nichelini homestead cabin is a contributor to the existing Nichelini
Winery property and the existing National Register listing should thus be amended. Staff recommends
the State Historic Preservation Officer approve the nomination for forwarding to the National Park
Service for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

William Burg
State Historian Il
January 6, 2015
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