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k2 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE " CHECK ONE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

uzkpak is located approximately 15 miles inland from Weinwright on the-
east ba nk of the Kuk River. The site consiste of the main outcroppings of coal.
Femzin of human use are found at & camp upriver from the mein deposits at the
smell stresm thet enters into the Kuk. Here the people have camped
mnlle 1n1ng coal. Darrele, & spool, ceribou bones and tent stekes mark the
camp. This cecal resource wes ecampled by the geclogists Paige, Foran, and Gilluly
en¢ appears on their map "Northwestern Fart of Naval Petroleum Reserve Ho. &
Alaska" (1924). '
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A reindeer herders C?T‘, 1ocated at the mouth of the Killich is also
zsegociated with the coal iz included within the district boundsaries.
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Thie southern border ¢f the site is 2ot Ivishaat, marked by rock piles
on top of the bank and red rock in the bank.
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» STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Aluskpak is a coal mining place on the upper Kuk River usged

by the

Eskimos of the Wainwright area. After the intreduction of iron stoves,

coal became an important source of fuel for Arctic Slope Eskimo.

(Stefansson 1914:8). While driftwood provided an uncertain source of
fuel for coastal settlements, the interior villages and camps depended
upon coal. Aluakpak's strategic position about half way up the Kuk
River made it an ideal place for people to stop on thelr way to camps

up the river.

In the fall before freeze-up, families moved from Wainwright up the
Kuk River to fishing cemps. They portaged their equipment to Wainwright

lagoon then towed or sailed the umiags (large skinned boats) to the
vicinity of Aluaskpak. There they camped long encugh to sack coal to
take to fishing camps. During the period of reindeer herding (1920-1944)
a camp was built near the cozl outcroppings at Aluakpak so that the
herders could take advantage of the fuel source., It was a recognized

stopping place for people headed inland.

Before they acquired oil stoves, large amcunte of coal were tzken from
Aluakpsk to Wainwright where it was used as the principal fuel in homes

and in the school. Cosal from Aluakpsk was even used by coal burning ships.
One year the captain of such a ship contracted with Waldo Bodfish (resident
of Wainwright) for the delivery of sacked coal to Wainwright in time to
meet his:ship when it came up the coast. The site was also used by coal
miners from Barrow who in 1958 or 1959 mined there.

While today many of the homes use oil stoves and the school burns
exclusively oil, people still sack coal from Aluakpak to use in supplementing
the oil. It remains & ready source of fuel and an insurance against the

cold if the supply ship doesn't arrive.

Historic use of Aluskpak reflects the effects that particular technological
introductions (stoves and frame houses) had on the traditional land use
petterns. The continued use of this site demonstrates the degree of their
incorporation and their value to local people.

(cont'd)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Aluek aak is located oxwroximete13 15 miles inlznd from Wainwright on the -
esst bank of the Iuk River The northern boundary is at & smsll creek where an
oild reindeer herdere' camp is loczited. The southern boundary is found at
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the northern extenit oi
& the boundary. nluakpak extends inlznd o

rresence of red rocks mar
to the small ridge which is & netural landmark.
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REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS:

-[4_&_12 - "Northwestern Part of Maval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 Alaska"
(1824) in Paige, Foran, and Gilluly (1925) A Reconnaissance

, of the Point Barrow Region, Alaska U.S.G.S. Bulletin #772.
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'SIGNIFICANCE:

Present use of Aluakpek is 'in keeping with its historic use and ig a
reflection of the continuing value placed on the natural resource found
there. While it has been used.gporadically for commercial purposes,
the primary historic value is to be found in its use by local people for
their own consumption. This consideration should be kept in mind in the
development of any preservation plan. '

Work toward National Register nomination for this place was
requested by the villsgers of Wainwright because of their strong ties with
the area. They feel that National Register classification will help protect it
against adverse impact. Present use of this place by local people is in
" keeping with historic use and provides a natural context for recalling the
personalities that lived there and the events that took place. Continued site

use also enables individuals to maintain direct links with their heritage through

many of the same activities that mede the place important to their ancestors.
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" 5) Trad1t10na1 Land Use Inventory prepared by the North Slope - f
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