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On February 28, 1877, Dr, J. N. Gilbert, a
dentist from New York purchased a tract of land on
Batten Island and the following year he constructed
his home. On June 24, 1897, the house was purchased
by Napoleon Bonaparte Broward.

The two story frame house has a widow's walk at
the top which served as an excellent lookout point
for ships at sea. According to his son, the presence
of the widow's walk may have been one of the reasons
for the elder Broward's purchase of the house; he
being a sea captain and having an intense love of the
sea. The white frame house originally had a two story
porch, the lower portion of which is now screened in
across the front and on the sides. Exterior ornamenta-
tion is of the Vigterian period and includes square
supporting posts, lacy brackets and a chain-type
balustrade. The hipped roof has wide eaves supported
by L-shaped brackets.g The widow's walk is located
on the roof deck and there are two brick chimneys placed
at the extreme rear of the house. All windows are two
light double hung sash with exterior shutters. There
are doorways on both porch levels, each having a three
light transom above. All exterior siding is of cypress.
At the rear of the house a salt box addition has been
made to create additional space, The house, which
has a wide, breezy central hall and large rooms, is
well suited to the climate of the island.
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Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, whose son is the present
owner of the house on Batten Island,“was the nineteenth
governor of Florida\ Broward, who had been on his own
since the death of his parents when he was twelve, had
worked in a log camp, as a fisherman and a farmhand. He
was part owner of a steam tug, "The Three Friends," which
he used to go through the Spanish blockade with war material
for the Cuban revolutionists. He was twice elected sheriff
of Duval County and a member of the 1901 House of Repre-
sentatives. On January 3, 1905, Broward became governor
of Florida, serving for one term. Ln/i913x\pe was elected
to the U. S. Senate, butche died on October ) of that
year before taking office. T~

\ T ——

As a young man, Broward had known seVeral homes in
Duval County. Returning with his family from White Springs
in 1867, he found that the Broward Plantation had been /
burned to the ground. Young Napoleon and his brother /
Montcalm helped their father build a single-pen log house
to shelter the family. It was shortly after this that
Broward's mother and father died, but he and his brother
continued to live in the cabin until 1871, After Broward's
second marriage to Annie Douglass, the couple built a

home on property which Mrs. Broward had inherited before
their marriage. The house was a two-story frame structure
on Church Street, a then fashionable suburb of Jackson-
ville. Later the family purchased the house on Batten
Island which afforded them a lovely s ey home near the
water. Even after Broward's death in2191%, the family
continued to use it as a summer home. 5




Broward, N. B. Jr.
September 18, 1971, Batten Island, Florida,
Duval County Records, Duval County Courthouse, Jacksonville,

(Subgroup:
Proctor, Samuel.

A personal interview (by Diane Greer),

Deed Book 128, p. 776).
Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, Florida's

Fighting Democrat.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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National Register.
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