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Tomn Worces ter
Address ™ Eastern Avenue
Historic Nare Erick Kaller
Thr ee- Decker

Uss Present residential

Original residential
DECRPTION
Date ca. 1894
Source'M°~cnr2ter House Directory
Style Queen Anne Three-Decker
Architect unknown

Exterior Wal Fabric ~od clapboard and

Outbuildings none cut  shingle

Major Alterations (with dates™one

Condition  qood

Mo Date

Acreege less than 1/4 acre
Setting Late 19th century, multi-

family, residential street, in a

row of similar three-deckers.

Recorded by Michael Steinitz
Organization for MHC
Date  December 1988



NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Erick Kaller Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant forits
association with theScandanavian, working-class, multi-famly residential
district that developed north of Belmont Street i nthelate 19th century.

It 1 salso a remarkably well-preserved, well-detailed exanple-of theearly
form of Queen Anne style three-decker popular i nWrcester during this
period. The Kaller Three-Decker thus neets criteria A and C of t heNational
Register of Historic Places on thelocal level.

AHTEOUA. SGNHCANE  Describe inportant archltectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 148 Eastern Avenue i sa remarkbaly intact, well-detailed
exampl e of t heQueen Anne style three-deckers popular i nVJorcester i nthe 1890s.
The house has t hecharacteristic hip roof, side-hall plan, and side-wall jog.
The asymmetrical main facade has an end bay entry sheltered by a projecting,
single-story porch. The porch features turned posts, a spindle frieze, and
solid decorative brackets. The p.rch i sflanked by a projecting, three-story
bay wi ndow, with flared skirts clad i nshingle between stories. The house

is clad | nwood clapboard. Regul arly spaced brackets arelocated i n the
cornice overhang, and t hecorners aredecorated with unusually large, gear-
like brackets. Wndows have 2/2 sash with heavily bracketed caps.

HSTCR CAL SIGN H CANCE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history and how t he
building relates tothe devel opnent of the community.

The Kaller Three-Decker, built ca. 1894, was located i nan early area of
three-decker development on thehillslope north of Belnont Street, an area
dom nated during this period by famlies of Swedish, Finn-Swede and Finnish
extraction. Many residents of t heworking-class neighborhood were enployed

at t henearby North Wrks of t heWashburn and Moen Conpany (later American
Steel and Viire), or i nother local firms that enployed skilled metal workers.
The building at 148 Eastern Avenue was part of a rowhbhuilt ca. 1894. The owner
through 1910 was Erick J. Kaller, a wireworker who lived i ntheadjacent house
at 146 Eastern Avenue, which he also owned. The Kaller fam |y owned these two
three-deckers through t he1920s. Tenants of 148 Eastern Avenue i n 1894 includec
Charles Svenson, a foreman; August Kaller, a wireworker; and Axel Svenson, a
clerk. Residents i n 1900 included August Westom a grocer; August Kaller; and
Axel Svenson. 1 n 1908, occupants included August Gafvert, a wireworker; HS
Svenson, a wallpaper hanger; and Walfred Forsbherg, a machinist. | n 1920
tenants included Ms Johanna Kaller; Emilia Larson; and paper hanger Walfred
Forsbherg. Ten years later, M s. Kaller and Walfred Forsherg were still
residents, together with Ms. Elizabeth Ekwall, and Werner Gl asberg. -
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