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The Swedish Lutheran Tabor Church of Strandburg sits in an open area in the city with 
a paved county road in front and a cemetary to its rear. The structure displays a 
modified Late Victorian Gothic Style with an annex attached to the rear, which makes 
the floor plan L shaped. A reddish brick veneer covers the building; it is a Wiscon­ 
sin Red Press Brick.

Only a few alterations have occured on this 1910 church; these are: the entry was 
changed and a basement was dugout in 1948. Also the cathedral glass was damaged by 
a hail storm so the members of the church fixed these windows in 1966. Lancet arched 
openings appear on almost every opening except for a few windows in the back which 
are flat topped. Lugsills appear on all fenestrations.

A centra^ square shaped tower entry appears on the west facade; it has a poygonal ter­ 
mination, pinnacles with crockets, a louvred belfry and a latin cross finial. The 
nave is terminated by a six-sided apse which projects slightly from the east facade. 
Other features include a gable roof and a rockfaced ashlar foundation. Several of 
the stained glass windows depict Biblical scenes. Other windows from the interior 
utilize muntin to form trefoil designs.
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The Swedish Lutheran Tabor Church of Strandburg is significant on a local level for 
religious and architectural reasons. The building has housed this denomination since 
1910 which makes it important to that religious community. It also provides a good 
and the only example for the town of a local adaption of the late Victorian Gothic 
design.

Actually the church's origins begin in 1883 when the Swedish Evangelical church was 
founded; two years later a committee chose Strandburg as the permanent location. In 
1892 members erected a wooden structure which burned in 1905 when lightning struck 
the steeple. This was financially disastrous for the buildings mortgage had just been 
paid off.

The Congregation decided to rebuild but this was a slow process taking from 1905 to 
1910. A large brick veneer church was the result; it cost over twelve thousand dol­ 
lars and Reverend Erick Schold and a building committee designed the building. The 
structure appears almost exactly as it did sixty-seven years ago.

Some historical facts should be mentioned about the church. First most of its origin­ 
al members were Swedish immigrants; therefore services were given in their native lan­ 
guage. Gradually Swedish was phased out in favor of English. Some of the ministers 
who served the church include: A. Engdah, first regular pastor, Augustus A. Nelson, 
first resident pastor, Erick Schold, designer of the church, and Gustave E. Rydquist 
who served the longest from 1918 to 1933.
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