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7. Description

CONDITION
SD Excellent vj Good Q Foir
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J0. Altered 1 | Unaltered
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Q Moved J§ Original Sit»

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN D OR1 GIN AL (if known) PHYSIC AL. APPEAR AtJCE

XBth^centurys to ry and a half clapboard _f arm house situated facing 
south on apprdximatgiy^TTr of an acre of well-landscaped property. The 
o^Sisal^^ri-is^'Jialf.-ihcjuuse'1 type with a through hall and two rooms 
downstairs, two corner fire places with 'a 'common" chimney." "There -"are two 
rooms up the closed stairway. The outside walls_are • filled with brick 
nqggin_to_wiacU^plasieJi-ia applied -directly." The"^iHsBe~partitions are 
made of rough planks with hand split lathe applied with hand wrought 
nails, then plastered.
The w4jng_j£aj_ajdejj_jjjp^rpprating the original- Icitcheja, probably in the 
latter part o£._the. l&bh. century with additional changes made in the 
J.860^s^ The former kitchen has been slightly altered, the original 
fireplace having been removed.
All original wide floorboards, .beams and. basic structure, have been kept. 
intact. The structure was car efully_re stored by the former owner by 
removing a 19th century dormer from the front roof, rebuilding the chim­ 
neys and replacing the tar-over- slate-over- shingle roof with handsplit • 
cedar shakes, all done in such a manner as .to preserve the integrity of 
the building. Stenciling was found on the walls 'of .two rooms and the hall 
on the second floor of the early section. A section of this original 
stenciling has been left visible in one room. The walls with the remain­ 
ing stenciling were painted over duplicating this, stencil.
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STATEMENT OP SIGNIFICANCE ' ,

The Miller-Gory House is a perfect house for "Colonial Westfield's 
Colonial House".* The town's very beginning is rooted in the Millers and 
the Corys. Both families were among the, first settlers and were related! 
by birth or marriage to most of the other settlers.
The house is an excellent example of an 18th century farmhousej has not 
been materially remodeled or changed but'remains very much as it was when 
first the Millers, then the Corys lived in it.
The Samuel Miller_who owned this home was born in 1718. He and his wifej 
Sabra, had eight children. Samuel's sons, William, Clark and Marsh, and 1 
nephews fought in the Revolutionary War. . He died in 1782 at the age of 
61*. .William Miller (165>0-1711), the great grandfather of Samuel, was ' 
born in East Hampton, Long Island. Samuel's grandfather, also named 
Samuel, lived from. 1671* to 1759. Both of the above ancestors were "Asso-* 
ciates of Elizabethtown" and acquired their land when this area was 
divided into 100-acre lots and apportioned among the original settlers of 
Elizabethtown in the Clinker Lot Division: of 1699-1700 which was the be­ 
ginning of.Westfield, Union (Connecticut Farms) and Springfield. 
Samuel's father, William (1698 to 1782), was a founder of the Presbyterian 
Church .in. Vestfield, and he and David Robinson in 1.73k sold to the church 1 
the land on which the church was built* He was a large landowner and 
long an Alderman of Westfield which was then a borough of Elizabethtown. 
Samuel's grandfather was.a carpenter who owned property here as well as 
in Elizabethtown and served long on the Town Committee to protect the 
Associates 1 rights against the Proprietors. It is highly possible that 
he owned and built the earliest part of this home in the very first years 
of the 18 th century. However, we" "do Vchbw "HjfiatT Samuel"13em~o"r~I s ' grand son, 
SaimielT" did live here and probably as early as 171*0, which must have been 
near the date of his marriage. It is stated in his will of 1782 that he 
leaves to his wife Sabra (among other things) '*the privilege of my two 
middle rooms and the chambers over them, privilege to go up in said 
chambers through the other rooms, and the privilege of one quarter of my 
cellar and to go in and out of same when and with what she pleases". 
From this, we learn that all the sections of this present house must have 
been here at that time. j
This Samuel Miller Plantation in the 18th century extended from Chestnut 
Street to Euclid Avenue, and from Mountain Avenue to a line this side of 
Broad Street. In fact, the Millers were the earliest settlers in this 
immediate area and owned all the property in this section in colonial 
days.
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Section 8. Continued i
According to a family history compiled by Esther Graham, a Miller decendant 
"This family became so numerous at one time that a place called Millertown 
was named in their honor as nearly all the residents were Millers* It was 
later called Branch Mills. It was one of the earliest parts of Westfield 
that was settled" .
Joseph Cory_ II__( 1757-1802), who owned the property :afte.r_the_Hillers i 
acquired it in the latter part of the 18th century. He was a o^cejiclani | 
of John Gory who also was an early settler and came to Westfield about thei 
same time as William Miller. The Corys were prominent in the Presbyterian' 
Church and Joseph Gory II was a Revolutionary soldier: served in the 1st 
Regiment of the Essex County Militia and was wounded in June 1780. His 
son William lived here with his wife, Charity Baker Gory, and they reared 
their family here. Levi Gory, his son, was born and died here and this 
property remained in the C_p_rjy_jfamily into the 1920' s. 
The following is a quote from page 92 from^th¥~WelT€fi'e'ld Church History 
and records, 1728-1928 - Philhower, which ?e offer because it may be of 
possible interest since the Miller-Gory Hoijise is on Mountain -Avenue, the 
line of retreat. (Mountain Avenue was also an old Indian path.) 
"The advance toward Springfield December 17, 1776 was apparently from three 
directions, Vauxhall, Connecticut Farms and Westfield in order to rid the 
territory of all harrassing movements in the rear of an/army. The left 
wing came through Westfield from Rahway and retreated from Springfield 
by the same route. On the withdrawl from Springfield, Col. Ford's militia 
pursued the left wing to our town, but could not overtake it. It is with , 
pride that the people of Westfield new, as then, view this first retreat j 
in our state of the British before Continental troops through their town 1/ 
Quoting Col. Symmes, the statement reads, *"This is the first instance 
in the State of New Jersey when the British troops turned their backs and 
fled from those they called rebels, and the success, small as the success 
was, taught the Hew Jersey Militia that the foe was not invincible'1 . - New 
Jersey Journal No. U638.

The line of retreat was undoubtedly over the Springfield Road to what 
is now Woodland Road thence to Mountain Avenue by the church, through the 
center of town and out by way of Central Avenue to Rahway.

•* This text represents current emphasis.

Section 9. Continued
New Jersey State Archives - Will of Samuel Miller, dated February 16, 1782.
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