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AG21190 ' ARA FORM NO.
FCRMIB - BU LDI NG N O L 55
REG STER
MASSACHUSETTS HI STORI CAL COWM SSI ON th“ﬂ\/"wa'\ﬂ\ Pl:mtt
80 BOYLSTON STREET Town am Massachusetts
BCSTON M\ 02116 163-165 River Street
Address 153-155 River Street

Historic Name Boston Manufacturing

Comparny Housing
*AMhoto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and
white) Indicate address of Use Present Double residence
property on back of photo. o _
Staple toleft side of form Original Double residence
DESCRIPTION
Date c. 1870
Sour ce deed research
Style Mansard
Architect unknown
Sketch Map: Draw map showi ng Exterior Wall Fabric brick
property's location I nrelationto o
nearest cross streets and/or Out buil dings garage s-NC
geographical features. Indicate .

all buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection(s)
Indicate north Maj or Alterations (with dates) slate

shingle.q remnverl frnm #153-155—cl970s?

Condition good

Moved ITT Date rrlc

Acreage NN sqg.ft. O-'N ['n-11"A

Setting Situated on ample, hedge
-bordered lots in area of primarily

wood-frame, late 19th c. worker's

houses, all altered

UTM REFERENCE 1gh/7/730 IQ/o”NN OInf) Recorded by Edv;ad W. Gordon
USGS QUADRANGLE hIEWI T I Organization Waltham Kist. Camm
SCALE [-TOOO Date June. 1986

revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (if applicable)

{(p'S~f~rn 153 and 155 River Street are two significant exanples of the Boston
Manufacturing Conpany's nost substantial worker housing. They are the only
exanpl es of BMC nasonry housing. |n general, these houses represent an
unusual Iy stylish (forlate 19th eastern Massachusetts worker's housing) foray
into the Mansard style. This pair of houses possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials,.workmanship, feeling and associations. They meet
criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural featuresand
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within the community.

These doubl e workers houses are unique anong Valtham '.vorkers housing by
virtue of their relatively substantial size, brick materials and stylish Mansard
roofs. These houses stand i n marked contrast to the 4 heavily altered , early
1870's, wood-framed B MC worker's houses located directly behind these
properties. Essentially T-shaped i n plan, the houses' main 4-bay X 2-bay nain
bl ocks are crowned by straight sided Mansard roofs. #163-165 retainsits
original slates. Symmetrical four bay facades display narrow, paired entries
with transoms, and wi ndows with 2/2sash; all are headed bystilted segnental
raised brick arches. Narrow brickwork string courses appear beneath one and
two and just above the third floor windows. The Mansard w ndows feature 4
dormers onthe main and rear facade, and 2 dormers per side wall. These dormers
are topped by projecting arched lintels.

HI STORI CAL SIGNI FI CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state
history andhowthe building relates t othe development of the community.

#153- 155, 163-165 River Street were build ca.l1870. Judging bytheir size,
style and masonry materials, these double-houses were huilt for upper echelon
Boston Manufacturing Conpany enployees. |n general, BMQC housing is
moderately-scaled and constructed of wood. The land 'of these properties was
part of alarge parcel sold to BMC by Isaac Parker, My 9, 1873 (see M ddl esex
Deeds 1259:408). The construction of these double houses and the c.1870's wood
frame workers cottages to the rear mrror ona donestic scale the expansion of
the BMCfactory between Moody and Elm Streets during the 1870's and 1880's.

Founded in 1813, the B.MC. "integrated and mechani zed productionfrom raw
material to finished product under a single managenent, and within a single
factory. This textile mill's 19th century prosperity was the primary force
behind the devel opment of the area between the east side of the Walthanm s common
and the Watertown |ine. By 1901, the Boston Manufacturing Conpany had sold
these houses (part of a nmuch larger, multi-lot package) to Boston real estate
magnate Sainen Sirk. Sirk, inturn, sold these properties to the Vialtham
Bl eachery i n Decenber, 1906.

- Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Maps/ Atl ases: 1854, 1874, 1881, 1886, 1900, 1911

McQui ston, James W, "The VJaltham Bl eachery and Dye VJorks", date unknown,
\Wal t ham Public Library archives 8/ 85
M ddl esex County deeds- 2889:421, 3271: 363
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National Register of Historic Piaces
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page .

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Nane Vil t ham >fRA
State M ddl pspx Gni nmty, MASSACHEETTS
Nomi nation/ Type of Review Dat e/ Si gnature
| ’ /
11.  Boston Manufacturing Gonpany Housing [-"epexMAALTANKN-* <N '=TAf7(/9
(153165 River St.) ..'wro i nthe ' '
12. Brigham House annp A EEELRG N LASEE Ay TTAIAAARA AAY A SAn<n
Attest
13- Building at 202—204 Charles Street [-Keeper "N7'<IZANA™NgHFAN 9/6iptf/
-MAcieu 1 nthe n - '
Natioaal. ile«Istex Attest
14.  Buttrick, Francis, Housntered in the [™eper YAAANNMVYA Y fANAQ
iiatiojial Register At est
15-  Buttrick, Francis, Library ("hXKeeper  AJt>HN AN MW f M ~ f
fiutataativtt £e
Attest
16. Byam, Charles, House N tbha Heepex AMTAAAN-'-AANATANN ZAjNf
Attest
17. Central SquareHi storic District | —Kreeper . APMNJMANtAW, -2 AAAAN S FANMAN
™ Entered i nthe n n
National Register Attest '
18. Charles Street Wrkers' Housing [ Neper  NTAANNAASANATA " NAATNT
Hi storic District R I I A
19« Christ Episcopal Church
Subst antive Be?i e* '
Attest
20. Clough, Benjamin F., House NKeeper f A~ N

zy.-rhril il ttfl
LYk QM nt 3l Attest



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER G- HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NCM NATI CN

PROPERTY  Boston Manufacturi n;] Conpany Housi ng
NAVE: [ri-z-ii” [CJo~4cs-

MULTI PLE WVl t ham MRA
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex
DATE RECEI VED: 8/ 21/ 89 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST:  9/05/89
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/ 21/ 89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/ 05/ 89
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 89001535
NCM NATGR  STATE
REASONS FCR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OrHER N PDI L: N PERI OD N PRORAMUWNAPPROVED N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
GOMMENT WA VER N

tx-j CcCEPT RETURN REJECT NI'TTAAN DATE " io*-" Regi sS*®&
ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS:

RECOM / CRI TERI A
REVI EVEER ~
DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached conmments Y/ N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current

DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

"descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary par agr aph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
GECRAPH CAL DATA
acreage Averbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOOUMENTATI QV PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS nmaps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to

Phone

Si gned Dat e
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Boston Manufacturing Q. Housing #55
153-55, 163-65 River Street

1" =100
1975; updated t o 1987 A\l
V@l t ham Engi neering Dept.

lot #71-1-17, 70-11-6



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVlultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301
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