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Public

iginal owner ~".y. jnhn PnoVsnn

CESCR PTI O\

Dat e 1949

Source deed

Style ltalianate

Architect

fabric clapboards

Exterior wall

Outbuildings Italianate barn

Major alterations (with dates] side

porch enclosed; converted to a

. two-family in 1962
Moved

ov nn Date
Approx. acreage 27.700 sa. ft.

Setting on a hill, facing south at

intersection of two main roads;

high granite retaining wall with

step inscribed "Batchelder”

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SIGN FH CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildings within community)

The form of this house i st hebasic Georgian-Federal rectangle oriented
sout hward, but i t has been given an Italianate feeling by t he use of
details. These include a bracketed roof and arched gable wi ndows. A
two-story bay and a central gable add interest tothecomposition, and
provide complex spaces within thehouse. A veranda with turned balusters
wr aps around t hefront and oneside. First-floor wi ndows arelong and
have deep mol dings.

HSTCRCAL SIGN FICANCE (explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history
and howthe building relates t ot hedevel opnent of the conmmunity)

A Pitman i slisted for this house ont hel854 map, but apparently he was
only a tenant. The account books of John Batchelder, a contemporary of
Pitman, indicates that he received rent from Pitman for t heRev. John
Cookson. Cookson was a Baptist minister. He was listed as t heowner

of this property i nt hel850 and 1860 val uation books, and t he 1860
census has hi mliving here. Five years later, however, he was living

el sewhere.

By 1875, Al den Batchelder owned t heproperty. He had married i n 1864
Loisa Carter, a granddaughter of the Rev. Peter Sanborn. Batchel der

was a cabinet maker, a trade for which Reading was famous i nt he m d-
19th century. He succeeded t ot hebusiness of Solon A Parker, at

Sal em and Pearl Streets, i n1864. He enployed 25 workmen i nt hepro-
duction of parlor desks and bookcases, primarily for theSouthbut

later for theWest. The factory was destroyed by fire i nl1876. After
that event, Batchelder noved hi sbusiness t oCharlestown, using prisoners
as hi s workforce.

Bl BLI OGCRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES IMA-

1854 map - A Pitman -
1875 map - A Batchelder (Alden)
1889 nmap - A Batchel der (Alden) N <
1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 val uation books
Eaton, Memorial Volume, p.'326
John Batchelder's account books, vol. 55 owned by Mrs. C Nelson Bishop
Chronicle, Feb. 4, 1879
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o NVENTARY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Conmunity: Fom No:

MSSACHEETTSH STAR CAL @YW N Reading A-29
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name

Indicate each itemon inventory foimv*iich i s being continued bel ow

CRITER A KR EVALUATI ON

This house i ssignificant (1) for itsconnection with Alden Batchelder,
one of Reading's nore promnent cabinetmkers; and (2) as an exanple of
the way i n which conservative Reading builders adapted t he familiar

Goer gi an- Federal house plan by t heapplication of later stylistic details,
It retains integrity of [ocation, design, setting, materials, workman-
ship, and feeling, and neets Criteria B and C of the National Register.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Name Reading Multiple Resource Area
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11. Pratt, Joseph L., House ~"S~A™tl'va Hevlew
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DOE/OWNER OBJECTION . A A
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National Register
Attest
13. Bancroft, Sanuel, House aT:jr>! A" A" A "[NKeeper AN MANLLC-IMNS LKLl A
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Watlonal Register
Attest
15. Bassett, Edwin, House iiacuXdl 1" tli?» freepev d-13.*"-Au.----ySye<-"
Hatlonai Eeg-lster
Attest
16. Batchel der, Alden, House Entered | nthe - <N‘eper
National Register
Attest
sicn=t.I Hegister
Attest
18. Batchelder  House -grfifat fes Iwfeeper NyNJANNYyNANANAR > ANl
Attest
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e.-oml| Be”"Bter AANNAN
20. Battell House Eatered In the jheepev  JA(LIA. .~ MY L. lrh

National Register
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Batchdlder, Alden, House (Reading MRA)

Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CH resubmission

O nomination by person or local government

e owner objection
Q appeal

Substantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

CH sample

CH request

.technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

Ownership
Public Acquisition

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
CH good CH ruins
CH fair CH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity

| lalterations/integrity
CH dates

| Iboundary selection

Efl5feas3 I n ths

appeal

Status
Accessible

no

Check one
unaltered
altered

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date”~2”S
Date Due: o/--5- -/

Action: NNCCEPT.

RETURN.

' REJECT.
Federal Agency:

CH NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
» original site

moved date.

IN, 4 194

[ 7-19
7-29-4rY



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Ciuadrangle name
UTM References

Verlial boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone.:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



