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DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1949 

Source deed 

S ty le I t a l i a n a t e 

A r c h i t e c t 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c c l a p b o a r d s 

Outbuildings I t a l i a n a t e b a r n 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates] s i d e 

p o r c h e n c l o s e d ; c o n v e r t e d t o a 

. t w o - f a m i l y i n 1962 

Moved 
nn Date 

7 ^ S S ^ ' ^ ; ^ ^ S ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ : \ < ^ X ^ J Approx. acreage 27 .700 sa . f t . 

Recorded by Arch-i t e n t u r a 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n 
A s s o c i a t e s  

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l 
Comfai^ S/l,bn!r p j 

Date November "j^H ^ l ' ? 8 0 ^ 

Se t t ing on a h i l l , f a c i n g s o u t h a t  

i n t e r s e c t i o n o f two main r o a d s ;  

h i g h g r a n i t e r e t a i n i n g w a l l w i t h 

s t e p i n s c r i b e d " B a t c h e l d e r " 

(Staple add i t i ona l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings within community) 

The form of t h i s house i s the basic Georgian-Federal r e c t a n g l e o r i e n t e d 
southward, but i t has been given an I t a l i a n a t e f e e l i n g by the use of 
d e t a i l s . These i n c l u d e a bracketed roof and arched gable windows. A 
two-story bay and a c e n t r a l gable add i n t e r e s t t o the composition, and 
provide complex spaces w i t h i n the house. A veranda w i t h turned b a l u s t e r s 
wraps around the f r o n t and one s i d e . F i r s t - f l o o r windows are long and 
have deep moldings. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

A. Pitman i s l i s t e d f o r t h i s house on the 1854 map, but apparently he was 
only a tenant. The account books of John Batchelder, a contemporary of 
Pitman, i n d i c a t e s t h a t he received r e n t from Pitman f o r the Rev. John 
Cookson. Cookson was a B a p t i s t m i n i s t e r . He was l i s t e d as the owner 
of t h i s p r o p e r t y i n the 1850 and 1860 v a l u a t i o n books, and the 1860 
census has him l i v i n g here. Five years l a t e r , however, he was l i v i n g 
elsewhere. 

By 1875, Alden Batchelder owned the pro p e r t y . He had married i n 1864 
Loisa Carter, a granddaughter of the Rev. Peter Sanborn. Batchelder 
was a cabinetmaker, a trade f o r which Reading was fam.ous i n the mid-
19th century. He succeeded t o the business of Solon A. Parker, a t 
Salem and Pearl S t r e e t s , i n 1864. He employed 25 workmen i n the pro­
duct i o n of p a r l o r desks and bookcases, p r i m a r i l y f o r the South but 
l a t e r f o r the West. The f a c t o r y was destroyed by f i r e i n 1876. A f t e r 
t h a t event, Batchelder moved h i s business t o Charlestown, using prisoners 
as h i s workforce. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ' J^^A-
1854 map - A. Pitman , „ 
1875 map - A. Batchelder (Alden) 
1889 map - A. Batchelder (Alden) ^ < 
1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 v a l u a t i o n books 
Eaton, Memorial Volume, p.'326 
John Batchelder's account books, v o l . 5; owned by Mrs. C. Nelson B 
Chronicle, Feb. 4, 1879 
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•INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CĈ ^̂ rSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: 

Reading 

Form No: 

A-29 

Property Name: 

Indicate each item on inventory foim v^iich is being continued below. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

This house i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) for i t s connection with Alden Batchelder, 
one of Reading's more prominent cabinetmakers; and (2) as an example of 
the way i n which conservative Reading builders adapted the f a m i l i a r 
Goergian-Federal house plan by the application of l a t e r s t y l i s t i c d e t a i l s , 
I t retains i n t e g r i t y of loca t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , materials, workman­
ship, and f e e l i n g , and meets C r i t e r i a B and C of the National Register. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Fonn 10-M)0-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
<M2) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service For HPS use wily 

National Register of Historic P laces ^^^^ ^̂^̂ ^̂  
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review PetermiiiejL^ligi?!!^/^^""^^"' '^ 

11. P ra t t , Joseph L. , House ^ ^ S ^ ^ t l ' v a Hevlew 
'^Keeper fylM-^/N^Iin^'A Z / r / f f 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION • ^ ^' 
12. Bancroft, Joseph, House Entored In the -<*lCeeper •^?y^^,,^L.H-c-<-,y^>^ J-Z'T-^V 

National Register 
Attest 

13. Bancroft, Samuel, House aT:jr>! ^'^'^ "/^Keeper ^̂ ;̂>(̂ l̂ 't.c-<,̂ ^̂ <'<--*---̂  

Attest 

14. Bancroft, Wendell, House Entire? in tEer "(^Keeper (pd'iJ*'~y.A.-*,/^*^i<^\.^^, 
Watlonal Register 

Attest 

15. Bassett, Edwin, House iiacuXdl 1:' tli?» f^eepev ^pd-lJ.*'-^u.----ySyc<-^ 
Hatlonai Eeg-lster 

Attest 

16. Batchelder, Alden, House Entered In the -<N^eper 
National Register 

Attest 

:icn=t.l Hegister 
Attest 

18. Batchelder House -gr^f^fat fe'^s /wfeeper ^ y ^ j A ^ ^ y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ >A^/f/ 

Attest 

19, Batchelder, Nathaniel, House jUJa J^epev 

• . - o m l Be^Bter ^^^^^^ 

20. B a t t e l l House Eatered I n the j ^ e e p e v / A ( 1 I A . . ^ . - j ^ y t . / r ^ 
National Register " ' 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
<"R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Batchelder, Alden, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
Q appeal 

CH sample CH request Substantive Review: 

Working No. ^ . 
Fed. Reg. D a t e ^ 2 ^ S ^ 

JUN 4 1984 

Erfl5fers3 In ths 

Date Due: 

Action: . ^ . ^ C C E P T . 
RETURN. 

' REJECT. 

•/--5- -V/ / 7-/9 
7-Z9-4rY 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CH fair 

I I deteriorated 

CH ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
I I alterations/integrity ...V» 
CH dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Ciuadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verlial boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


