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Aowlittata Waltham, M assachusetts
Addr ess 188-190, 192-194 Adans St.

Historic Nane Aaron Martin Houses

Use Present residential

Original residential
DESCRIPTION

Date 1892-1900

Sour ce deed research, mgps
Style Queen Anne/Colonial Revival
Architect  unk-nown

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards

Outbuildings "one

Major Alterations (with dates)- none

Condition good
Moved no ~ Date - nli
Acreage 15.000 so.ft. O-"» T(N-N-N

Setting Situated in densely settled

residential area of late 19th century

houses.

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon

Organization Waltham Hist. Corm

Date June, 1986
revised by C. Jenkins 3/88



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Aaron Martin Houses possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling and associations. They are significant as well-preserved and
early examples of the four-square form with vestigal Queen Anne style trim. They
also reflect accelerated residential construction on the South Side, spurred by the
late-19th century prosperity of the American Watham VJach Company. The Martin
Houses meet criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.

#188-190 and 192-194 Adars Street represent an interesting variation on the
South Side V/altham, double-house theme. These remarkable, unsp.oiled houses
possess boxy forms which are enclosed by hip roofs with double-hip roof dormers.
Much of their charm is derived from the pedimented front porches with turned
posts, and spool-v;ork transoms. The windows of the 3-bay main facades are fully
enframed and pedimented, with incised floral decoration.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.

Built at some point betv/een 1892 and 1900, these houses date to a period of
accelerated South Side house construction, spurred by the prosperity of the
American MEch Company, and improved public transportation links with, the north
side of the Charles River - by 1890 the Nev/ton Street Railway had converted to
electricity, extending its routes throughout much of the western South Side and
the rest of Waltham, M assachusetts.

#188-190 and 192-194 Adams Street were built on land owned by Charles A.
Hall and Lumen N. Hall. The Kalis had acquired this land in 1872 from Charles
Harrington. Charles A. Hall was a machinist at the American VJdtham Watch
Company; and Lumen A. Hall was a city clerk. The Halls sold this lot to Aaron
L. Martin on May 16, 1892. Martin is also listed as an employee of the
American Waltham VJach Company, and lived in a substantial Queen Anne House at
786 Moody Street (see form).
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Aaron Martin Houses #36

188-19.0, 192-194 Adams Street A
1" = 100

1975; updated to 1987

Waltham Engineering Dept.

lot #76-4-9

~97,000
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