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NATIOS .̂MLWALTHAM, MA MRA 

^owl i ' ' ^ '^ Waltham, Massachusetts 

Address 188-190, 192-194 Adams St. 

H i s t o r i c Name Aaron Martin Houses 

Photo (3"x 3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

•.:J< 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing 
property's location in relation to 
nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection(s) 
Indicate north 

Use Present r e s iden t i a l 

O r i g i n a l r e s iden t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1892-1900 

Source deed research, maps 

S t y l e Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 

A r c h i t e c t unk-nown 

E x t e r i o r W a l l F a b r i c clapboards 

O u t b u i l d i n g s "one 

M a j o r A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h d a t e s ) - none 

C o n d i t i o n good 

Moved no ~ Date - n/i 

Acreage 15.000 s o . f t . O-^^^ 7 ( ^ - ^ - ^  

S e t t i n g Situated i n densely se t t led 

r e s iden t i a l area of l a te 19th century 

houses. 

UTM REFERENCE /q/3I^^Dn>/^L^Z^ZO  

USGS QUADRANGLE A/eWJTOAl. 

SCALE 1: 2^^ nnn 

Recorded by 

O r g a n i z a t i o n 

Date June, 1986 

Edward W. Gordon 

Waltham H i s t . Comm. 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

The Aaron Mart in Houses possess i n t e g r i t y of loca t ion , design, s e t t ing , materials , 
workmanship, f e e l i n g and associations. They are s i g n i f i c a n t as well-preserved and 
early examples of the four-square form wi th vest igal Queen Anne s ty le t r i m . They 
also r e f l e c t accelerated r e s iden t i a l construction on the South Side, spurred by the 
late-19th century prosperity of the American Waltham VJatch Company. The Martin 
Houses meet c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s to r i c Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Descr ibe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
eva luate i n terms of other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the community. 

#188-190 and 192-194 Adams Street represent an in t e re s t ing va r i a t ion on the 
South Side V/altham, double-house theme. These remarkable, unsp.oiled houses 
possess boxy forms which are enclosed by hip roofs wi th double-hip roof dormers. 
Much of t h e i r charm i s derived from the pedimented f r o n t porches wi th turned 
posts, and spool-v;ork transoms. The windows of the 3-bay main facades are f u l l y 
enframed and pedimented, wi th incised f l o r a l decoration. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s to the development of the community. 

B u i l t at some point betv/een 1892 and 1900, these houses date to a period of 
accelerated South Side house construct ion, spurred by the prosperi ty of the 
American ^̂ Jatch Company, and improved public t ransportat ion l i n k s with, the north 
side of the Charles River - by 1890 the Nev/ton Street Railway had converted to 
e l e c t r i c i t y , extending i t s routes throughout much of the western South Side and 
the res t of Waltham, Massachusetts. 

#188-190 and 192-194 Adams Street were b u i l t on land owned by Charles A. 
Hal l and Lumen N. H a l l . The Kal is had acquired t h i s land i n 1872 from Charles 
Harrington. Charles A. Ha l l was a machinist at the American VJaltham Watch 
Company; and Lumen A. Hal l was a c i t y c l e r k . The Halls sold t h i s l o t to Aaron 
L . Martin on May 16, 1892. Martin i s also l i s t e d as an employee of the 
American Waltham VJatch Company, and l i v e d i n a substantial Queen Anne House at 
786 Moody Street (see form) . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Maps/Atlases: 1881, 1886, 1898, 1900 
Middlesex County Deeds - 1213:4; 2121:553 
VJaltham/V/atertov/n Directories - 1890's 8/85 



NPS Form 10«I04 
(044) No 102*4014 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
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Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Waltham MRA 
Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

51. Johnson, Newell D., House 
Hatiouai aeglBtex 

eper 

Date/Signature 

Attest 

52. Lawton Place Historic D i s t r i c t /keeper̂ ^̂ ^̂ 7̂<̂ X.AA-"VXŴ -̂  

wintered in. the 
.'.V Jilt C A w i ic-v ^ 

.^..-iatsr Attest_ 

53. Libby, Nelson F . , House ^ A^pex ^pzTjjM-^'^^^'^y^ - ?AA^7 

Attes t 

./^. 54. Linden Street Bridge &uaatajatig.a £dVi.c!«> ^Keepex 7^eV-^^p^^Z^9c>^^^_ ^Jn^h^ 

55. Lord's Castle 

Attest 
..i.c.eu i n tae 
National Hegiater ^ 

•Keeper_ 

56. L5anan Street H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t 

Attest_ 

^TteEp«r_ 

ilatiouaJL Issi.itdX At tes t 

TAAATyf 

57. Martin, Aaron, Houses -'.y ' 1'- - ' (i^'K5Bper_ 

Attest 

entered i n the 
58. Martin, Aaron, House HaUoiial Beglet;©£ '^'"fCeigper^^ 

(786 Moody St.) 
Attest 

59. Moody Street Fire Station^, ^ , ^ /TT^epex ̂ ,->̂ ^̂ >̂/<--̂ Ŵ ^̂ ;̂̂ ^̂  

Sational R;K;lata» Attest 

60. Moody Street Historic District cA^^ 

A y ^ ^ M ^ ^ ^ ^ Attest 

Ceeper 97, 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION* 

PROPERTY Martin, Aaron, Houses 
NAME: , 

MULTIPLE Waltham MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/21/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 9/05/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/21/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/05/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001486 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 
y 7 A Entered in the 

iXACCEPT RETURN ^REJECT 9 ^ 7 ^ ^ / DATE Hational Begister 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N ^ 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







*-*-WA:»THAM, -MA MRA 

Aaron Martin Houses #36 
188-19.0, 192-194 Adams Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. 

l o t #76-4-9 

A 

^97,000 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


