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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The nominated property includes two small plots of ground, one 
containing a small jail and the other the location of an early ferry 
landing. The two locations, separated by about 750', are all that 
remain of the original town of Tamaha.

The small jail constructed of sandstone blocks was erected in 
approximately 1895. The 8 r by 12 T structure has a front door, a small 
window to the left of the door, and windows on each end of the jail. 
Presently it is owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and leased 
to the town of Tamaha. The jail building remains in relatively good 
condition.

;/None of the original buildings of the town remain; however, the 
area of the original town is minimally disturbed. A few residences 
and a general store, none on the original town site, constitute the 
village of Tamaha today.

The ferry landing site is now owned by the U.S. Corps of Engineers. 
A gentle slope leads down to the river, where the ferry from Vian 
landed in the town's heyday. No structures associated with the land­ 
ing remain.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tamaha jail and landing are significant because they stand as a 
memorial to one of the earliest port towns and trading centers in the 
Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory. Tamaha developed as a river port and 
river crossing point approximately twenty-five years prior to the Civil 
War. It was the most important river! port between-Fort Smith, Arkansas 
and Fort Gibson, Indian Territory, being located on the south bank of 
the Arkansas River. Both passengers and freight were carried to and 
from the Tamaha landing by steamboats coming up the Arkansas River. The 
Tamaha ferry was moved across the Arkansas River to Vian by either poles 
or large sweeps and two-man oars. During the Civil War, Choctaw Con­ 
federate forces sunk the steamboat J.R. Williams, carrying a cargo valued 
at $120,000 and bound for Fort Gibson, on June 15, 1864. The last steam­ 
boat touched at Tamaha landing in 1912.

Tamaha was a significant agricultural trading post for the Choctaw 
Indians. During the post-Civil War period, it became a cotton and corn 
production area and a gristmill and cotton gin were erected near the 
river bank. Bales of cotton and fur as well as sacks of corn were 
shipped to Fort Smith.

By 1895 Tamaha consisted of one store, a post office, and the jail 
being nominated. From 1895 to 1905, the population increased from 50 to 
500 persons. During the ten year period, several new buildings were 
constructed including four general stores, a meat market, a drugstore, 
two blacksmith shops, a bank, a hotel, two churches, and a grade school. 
The grist mill and cotton gin were still in operation.

In 1919 a fire destroyed all the businesses of the two-block long 
main street. Many of the businesses were rebuilt; however, a second 
fire in 1926 again burned the business district of the town. The bank 
was robbed in the early 1920s, and never reopened. The businesses lost 
during the second fire never rebuilt as migration from the area took 
its toll. The grade school continued until 1964. The post office, built 
in 1884, closed its doors in 1954. Mail had come to Tamaha via steamboat, 
horseback, buggy, mail/hack, and automobile. Both newspapers, Tamaha 
Banner and the New Era, no longer exist.
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Location of Jail 

Under one acre

From SW corner of section 28 proceed east for 3^0 meters then turn left to a 32 
degree reading and proceed 1000 meters along street and arrive at a church located 
on the left hand side of the street and at an intersection. From the church pro­ 
ceed at a 20 degree reading for 70 meters and observe the jail on the right, then 
proceed 20 meters further, make a 90 degree turn and proceed 20 meters, then make 
another 90 degree turn to the right and proceed 20 meters, then make the final 90 
degree turn to the right and arrive at the point where first observed the jail.

Location of Ferry 

One acre

From SW corner of section 28 proceed east for 3^0 meters, then turn left to a 32 
degree reading and proceed 1000 meters along the street to the dead end, then turn 
right 90 degrees and proceed for 20 meters then turn left again to a 32 degree 
bearing for 400 meters to water edge. To encompass an acre square turn right and 
proceed 208.79 feet, turn right and proceed 208.79 feet, turn right and proceed 
208.79 feet and complete the acre of the ferry nomination.


