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No. 8. Significance

Harn Home

indictments for perjury against some 150 illegal settlers. 
Approximately two thirds of these were subsequently convicted. Several 
attempts were made on his life, but he persisted and the problem of per 
jury was soon eliminated. One of the federal judges who sat on the cases 
later called it the most remarkable series of prosecutions that had come to 
his attention on account of the preparedness of the prosecutors to meet 
every maneuver of the defense.

As Special Agent Harn also represented the Interior Department at 
several subsequent openings of Indian reservations. Later he served as 
district court clerk. As Oklahoma City began to grow he became increasingly 
influential in various civic efforts, helping to bring railroads to the 
capital city and to promote a street railway system. He became a land 
owner, donating forty acres of his holding to the state. The Capitol and 
other state buildings now stand in part on former Harn farmland. In the 
meantime he built the two-story frame house that still stands a few blocks 
southwest of the Capitol. Harndale, an addition in the fashionable Heritage 
Hills section of Oklahoma City, also attests to his role as an early 
developer.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (//Known,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Harn Home, a comfortable iwoj-^qry^frame farmhouse when built 
on the northeast edge of Oklahoma City in 19051 : is quite typical of its 
era. Exterior is subduedj^tgrian - lag siding and shingles with a 
minimum of ornamentation on porch railings, upstairs balcony, and cornices, 
Inside the first floor contains six rooms, including the entrance foyer 
from which a "Queen Anne" stairway ascends to the second floor with its 
three large bedrooms. There is also a finished attic. Rather ornate 
woodwork is found throughout the house.

Harn died in 19W-, leaving the property to his niece, Miss Florence 
Wilson. She lived in the home until 19^7, when she donated it to the 
City of Oklahoma City. It has now been designated a landmark by the 
Oklahoma City Historic Preservation Commission and the city parks depart 
ment plans to develop it as a museum. The house and grounds will be 
restored as nearly as possible to recreate the appearance and mood of a 
typical Oklahoma Territory home before statehood. Wildflowers and native 
grasses common to the area at time of settlement will be planted. Au-, 
thentic items for display inside the home are already being collected. 
With 14 other historic buildings in Oklahoma City the Harn Home will be 
marked with a metal plaque to note its importance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Harn Home lies primarilyin the importance 
of the role its builder played in the development of both Oklahoma and 
Oklahoma City.

William Fremont tfexnj^born in Ohio in 1859, was sent to Oklahoma 
early in 1891 as a Special Agent of the General Land Office. Specifi 
cally he was charged with assisting the United States Attorney in the 
prosecution of perjury, then widespread in connection with conflicting 
land claims following "the run" of April 22, 1889. A brief outline of 
conditions existing at the time Harn arrived in Oklahoma City is in 
order for a proper understanding and appreciation of the role he played.

To guarantee an equal opportunity to all would-be homesteaders on 
these one-time Greek and Seminole Indian lands, Congress had ordered the 
territory cleared of all who had no official right to be there. This 
order, however, was widely disobeyed and the U. S. Army was unable to do 
much about it. As quickly as illegal settlers were rounded up and 
dispelled from one area, other settlers flooded into yet another area. 
Gradually the word "sooner" became a part of the American vocabulary - 
for those who had picked out and occupied their claim "sooner" than the 
law allowed.

In many cases those making the run, following the April 22 pistol 
shot at noon, arrived on a quarter section only to find a "sooner" already 
occupying it, sometimes with ground worked and garden vegetables begin 
ning to show! Then it was possible only to squat on the land, file an 
official contest, and hope for the best. Affidavits, corroborated by two 
witnesses in writing under oath, had to be filed. It was here that per 
jury began to appear with increasing frequency. Sooners formed organiza 
tions, drilled would-be witnesses in the testimony they were expected to 
give in particular cases. Thus it often became possible for illegal 
settlers to round up such a preponderance of perjured testimony on behalf 
of their claims as to overwhelm those who had legally staked the claim.

The situation was so bad by the fall of ISSCLthat John W. Noble, 
Secretary of the Interior, appointed W. F. Harn as Special Agent and 
sent him to Oklahoma to assist the U. S. Attorney in the prosecution of 
perjury. In his brief career as prosecutor he was instrumental in
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