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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL {iF KNOWN] PHYSICAL APPLARANCE
St. Kichae! Islan!, 36 milas lorg and B miles wide, ts located along the scutharn
coast of Norton Scurd, The townsite, on the scutheast portien of ihe isiand,
aiiscont to St. Michael Bay, is the closest deep sea port to the mouth of the Yukon
River atd offers some protection fr2m the open ssa, On the bozsy, unforested
island the Russian Azsrizan Company estaliished a redoubt, Mikhallivosk!, in 1833,
edoubt St. Michael served as the Zalor supply amc fur dapot for ths va~t Yukon-
Rusikokwim region under btoth Pusslan American and Alasiiz Commercizl trading
coxpasies, Also, tha site waz the wesiern base for expeditions into the . terior
cf Alaska, and 2 stopping point feor raval expeiiticns in northerrn waters,

Prigr L0 egtatlisghing & military post at 3%, Michael 1n 1PG7, the United S.ates
Jovernzent orerated a weather statleon, scheool, and rost office 2t the site, ,
Pecar.s frea the weither station exfist from 1674, The hicheat suyzmner temperature
recovisd thai year wag 33.5CF in July, the winter *engeraiure averazed -2,3°F, and
the island received 14,2 inchas of snow and raln, Ey 15F5 a goverrment school

operated. Arnd, prior to 1792 only two post offlces cperated btetuwcen Dawson and the
Bering Stralis, one a2t Clrele ity the other at St. Michael,

Gereral Orier 55, issued bty the War Demarinent on {cioter 20, 1%¢7, declarad 3¢,
Migchael Isiand and all 2and within 100 =lles of the flass:a® a zilitary
reservation, The order specified that tulidings on the reserved land at *he tize
would not reed to be ramsved, and new siructures could be built after sesuring
poralssion from the War Uepartzent, The {ort was surveved the next year, U,S.
Survey k100, and ihe builldings constructed.

U.5, Fort St. Michasl was a coa_.;l»x of wellow and white fraze ':“ idings with the
warehouses covered with metal siding, The maln corplex was noritwest of the Russian
redoubt site, Ruasian Orthedox Chursh rroperties, and Northern C“..:ercial Cozpany
(fermerly Alaska Coxasreial Ceapany, tuilédings. The flazrsiaff, rnowever, was placed
Just south of the Northern Commercial Company structures. The ailitary used four
separate locations around the island for its operations., The maln coaplex

included several warehouses, barracks, an armory and jail that were clustered froa
tha waterfront norih and cut the coazmunity of St. Michael approxisately in half,
Scuthwest of the main complex, along the waterfront, was the shipyard and quarter-
naster's depot, On the eastern tip of +he island was the Washingion-Alaska Military
Cable and Telegraph System station and post cemetery. Target ranges were northeast
and northwest of the village, The military installation was cornacied by xide
boardwalxs, The Arzy also consiructed a raillroad track leadins ncrth from the
waterfront and Army warehouses, alonz the west end of the main coaplex, that curved
ezst behind the military bulldings, and headed toward the wireless statlon.

In 1920 St. Michael's populatior was recordsd as 371--down about 100 people from
the 1310 count. After tha post closed in 1525 the other governzszt operations at
the village were gradually discontinual, The transportaticn companfies left, By
1930 the population had shrurnk to 147,

Today, St, Michael 15 a predominantly native villages of less than 200 peuple., Few
tuildings from the town®s booa davs rezain. One waterfront warehcuse, the armory,
Jail, and evidence of the rallrcad reaatn of Fort St. Michael, The jail is used by

the Bureav of Indian Affairs for storage, the others stand eampty, still federal
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4 property, [he warehnuss and araory, both voarded up, are rectangular structures

\E covaret with mnial slaing., They parallel thavshoro--tne warshouse is along the
= waterfronz, th: armory is approxi=ately 150 Teetl nerih. The jail is at the north-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sianificance

The all-water route frca S=sattle o San FPranclsco alcng the Yekon River to the
Viondike ard FPoriynile gold distriets proved to te the ezsias’., althouzh the lonvest,
route to the intertor. The islani of St. Mlzhael, 90 miles fres tha ertrance to
the Yukon and ¥uskorxwin Rivers, was the closest des; water peri, Thus, at the site,

travellers and suppiies ware transferzad froa ocean vessels to ste-rmwheelers. The
4111&.;9. iritially & Russtian supply center and fur 2depct, was in the process of
tecoming a transpor*atlon csrnter when the 1337 rugh to the gold flelds bezan, The

Increased aciivity 23 a resrlt of the gold rush horles convinced the United Sizctes
Governaent to establish a military pcst at Si, Micha=2l to maintain order, Because

ol its location, Fort St, Kichael was selested in 1900 as headquarters for ihe United
States Arzy Department of Alaska. Fowever, the location-latsr proved to be of little
stratezic military significance, moreso after the Alaska Hailrocad was cozpleted that
provided a year-round supply route to tne interior. Is 1925 ine fort was abardered.
Since, the site has teen a small native village, Iiitle Temains today of tae zilitary
post--three builidings ard svidence of the ralircad, The residants have petitionsd for
tovnship status, and in accord with the lative Claias Sattlement Act, filed for lamd
that exeapis oniy the airstrip on the island.

Historie Zackground

When aews cf the Klondlke gold discoveries spread in 1897, largs numbars of pecple
headed north. The all-water route from Seattle or San Francisco, to the west coast
of Alaska, then along the Yukon River, was the lonzast, but sasiest route to the
gold flelds. As ocean-going vesasels weare blocked from direct entry to the Yuken
River by shallow waters off the mouth, passengers and fraight had to transfer to
shallow draft sterrwheelers. The closest deep sea port to the river mouth was at
St. HAichael, 80 miles north, Consequently, the slte bacams the trarsfer point, and
later, a river steamer construction center, Private enterprises rapldly organized
and built hotels and warencuses =t St, Michael, Ona hotel, Healy's, reportadly could
accomodate 500 guests. Estimates of peopls who wintered at St. Kichael awattirg
transportation to or from the gold flelds have extenced as high as 10,000. The bulk
of suzplies to the interisr wers transported by the all-water routs betwasen Junas and
Getobter, Froa St. Michael to Dawson the fare was $i25 per passenger, $85 per ton of
freight, Yukon River traffic, thus 5t, Michael, flouristed until the Alaska Railroad
that made availatle year-round service to the interior was coapietsd in 1927,

River traffic along the Yukon, howevar, had begun before the gold rush. After the
Alasks Comzercial Company took over the Russlan Azerican Coapany operations ia 1368,
St. Michael continued to grow at a stsady rate, shen the Alaska Comzercial Coapany
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purarased the tiny steamer Yuken in 1563, recular river ssrvice forrally began. The
first prounpiotors frox San francisco repriedly arrived at St, Michael abeard the
Jora fa 1450,

Cn Auzust &, 1967, Captain F. H. May and Lieuierant ¥. F. Richardson were sent to
Alasva to invesilzate condizicns, esnezially related to the gold rush, and make
reconserdations, At 5%, Fichael they founi 430 zrospeclors who had little hope

1 of gettinz to the ¥lonlike that season, and heard that at least that many more

5 pecple were on ships headirz for ine towrn, ¥eant as a 12%DOYATY amersency reasure
1 to zaintain order ancng ihe gold seerers, 4he U.S. Army sent Liecuterant Colonsl

3 Georce Y. Raniall, Sth Infantry, «with 2 officers and 2% =alisted mern to St, Michael
b durding Septexker, 1RG7, un tne 206th of Ccototer inhe Jar DJepsartment officlally
estatlishel Fort St, Mlcrael, 7The island and all land and 1slands withia a nundred
E mile railus of the flasetafs at the size ware Zeslarei a =ilitary reservatlon,
the dar Depatirent created tha Derartsent of Alagka, January 13, 1600, Fort St.
¥lchrel was selected to ce the heaiquariers, Initlally, iwe posis 2t ithe terainal
rolnts, St. ¥ichasl and Facle, were ihousht o be s:fficlent to =3tatlish and
relalin order alorng the Yuvon.

jaieds

Tre siznificance of the post at Si, Michael was reassessad sevgral times. 3y
Zxecutive Orders on April 13, 1£99; Cetober 27, 1733 and July 8, 1606 the resarve
was reducad, However, an zZxecutive {rier on May 15, 1507, restored all the land.
Cne to thrue companies of infantry wers resularly stationed at Fort 5t, ¥ichael.
scounts by soldlers at St. Michzel asree that they saw little reagon for the Aray
to te there, Cccasfonally a perty would he sent to explsre or help a stranded group.
Several reports tell of the quantitles of urused outdated suzplies that seezingly
hail only one purpeece, to be invanicried arnually for inspection. The only way to
Z=2t through the long winters, from soliler’s stories, was to drink, In the summer
there was gome activity with ships arrivinz and derarting,

A i g

Fort St. Michael became the western %erminus for the ¥ashirzton-Alaska Miiltary
Catle ard Teles~aph System ccrnstrusted by the United Siates Sigral Corps haglaning
16 1500, The commurication system linked military garrisons in Alaska with each
other and fashinzton, D.C. The land cakls streicied froa Fort Zzbert near the
United States-Carada border to St, Michael, and an undarwater catle crossed Norton
Sound to conaect Fort Davis near Noss with the systea. Four construction crews
vere of nen serving at 3t. Michael, In 1903 both underwvaier and overland cauvies
trat conracted St, Mlchael were raplaced by radiec communication. #AMIATS western
hesdjiarlers were transferrel from St, Michasl to Part Sibton in 1613, and the
radlo operater at S, Michael was rezoved,

After the comaunication office was discontinued the =ajor reason to maintain Fort
St. Richas! was gone, Ten year. later when the Alaska Railroad was coampleted, the
town rapidly declined in importunce, Seasonal river iraffic along ths Yukon could
B0t compete with the yea--rourd rallroad gervice, Finally in 1925, the United
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States Arny cloxel the fori. By Executlve Order, issued January 22, 1925, the
Secretary of the Intarior was givern control of the disposition of land at St.
¥ichas), "the saze havinz bacoae uceless for military purposes,” with the axceptica
of the post cezmetary a3l the east end of the island, 1Irn 1929, the fouriearn bodles
at the cerelery ware foved %o the Xatlcrnal: Cemetery in Sttka, Executive Crdsy
TGLG issued con May 21, 1635, nlased the cexatery land undar the contirol cof the
Secretary of the Interior. The Custcms Housa a3 St, Yirchael closel in 1630,
feports during the 1%0%s an 1G53°s frcx peacle on the few shirs tnat contlnued to
§i5p there zenticn *ne many expty bulldires, Today faw cf the strustures remain.
Tre villaze is predfgalnantly rative, Alrost all eviderce of the thriving

ceamunity on the vest coast of Alaska that rejulred nmilltary supervision to malniailn
crder curlng the sold rusn days is sone,
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