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1. Name

historic Ford Motor Plant

and/or common Mead Container Company Plant
L]
2. Location

; Y -
street & number 1400 Southwestexn Paiekwwgi —n/ahot for publication
city, town Louisyille .. . .. n/a_ vicinity of eungTTTSiURTIiiioe
state Kentucky code 021 county Jefferson code 111
3. Classification
Category ggvnership Status Present Use

- ha_ district s public X% occupied - na agriculture _na museum

xx__ building(s) *% private na_unoccupied _na commercial —na park
na— Structure  _p,_ both na _ work in progress -na educational -na Private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible —na entertainment _na religious
na__ object _-na_in process na_ yes: restricted —na government —_na scientific
-na_ being considered _%xx yes: unrestricted XX industrial _na transportation
na— No N _na military _na other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mead Containers

street & number 1400 Southwestern Paxkway P. O. Box 503

city, town Louisyille na__ vicinity of Kentucky state 40201

5. Locationlof Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefferson County Courthouse

street & number 517 W Jefferson

city, town Loyisyille state Kentucky

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Kentucky Suryey of Historic Sitedhas this property been determined eligible? 1a yes XX _no
date 1980 na federal XX state 12 county _Na |ocal

~ depository for survey records  x. Haritage Council
= FURE -4 N

city, town Frankfort state Kentucky




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

x__ excellent -.- _na deteriorated na_-unaltered XX original site

na good © _na ruins xx - altered na— moved - - date na
na— fair —na- unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Ford Motor Company Plant is located in the far western section of Louisville.

It lies between the Ohio River and Southwestern Parkway, part of the Olmsted Park
System ( National Register, May, 1982). The plant is also close to the old Kentucky
State Fair Buildings.

The Mead Container Building is a large brick structure with a central pavillion and two
wings. The building facade is in pristine condition with almost no alteration. The
central pavillion has eight bays, seven of which contain large areas of multi-paned
glass windows. The bays are articulated by brick pilasters with stone caps. The
fourth bay from the right contains the entry. This is the major alteration, in which
the door has been replaced with a metal and glass door. A delicate iron canopy with
classical decoration covers the entry. A broad stone band runs across the pavillion
over the door and window area. The parapet is highly ornamented with a variety of
decorative brick and stone motlfs; The area above the windows contains diagonal and
diamond pattern brickwork. The area above the pilasters has cheveron patterns in
brick and stone. A band of vertical brickwork with diamond patterns is below a band
of brick corbeling, this is capped by a stone coping.

The two wings also haye four bays each and continue the same fenestration and
pllaster pattern., The parapet over the three inside bays is not as tall as the
central payillion., The diagonal and diamond pattern work extends in a continuous
panel aboye these bays. This area is capped by a row of brick corbeling and stone
coping. The end bay retains the height of the center section in the parapet. The
diagonal-patterned panel contalns a circular medallion in the center and continues
the rest of the détorative work of the parapet of ‘the central pavillion,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below .

na__ prehistoric na archeology-prehistoric _1la community planning _1a landscape architecture_na religion

na— 1400-1499 ngz  archeology-historic _na conservation _na law- : —na science

na— 1500-1599 na__ agriculture —ha economics —na literature —~na Sculpture

na— 1600-1699 xx  architecture _na education —na Military _na social/

na_— 1700-1799 pg  art —ng engineering —ng Music humanitarian

na— 18001899 ngz commerce _ha exploration/settlement _na philosophy -ha theater

xxx_ 1900- na_ communications —x%x industry _na politics/government _na transportation
- —na- invention - .. .. _ha other (specify)

Specific dates 1924-5 Builder/Architect Albert Kahn

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Ford Motor Plant is an outstanding example of industrial architecture in Louisgville

of the twentieth century. Ford Motor Company continyes to be a main element of Louisyille
industrial economy., The building was designed by the nationally prominent, Detroit
architect, Albert Kahn.

Ford Motor Company had Kahn design a multi-story plant in Louisyille in 1915, now

the Reynolds Building, ( Kahn's.other work in Louisyille, The National Theatre has
been demolished ), The 1924, Louyisyille Ford Motor Plant demonstrates Kahn's change

in planning schemes from a factory under-one-roof to a factory on one floor, This
exemplifies one of Kahn's major contributions to industrial architecture, a responsiveness
to the deyeloping needs of the assembly line procedure, The Ford Motor Plant combines

the beauty of the geometric, textured decoration with the clarity and utility of its

plan,

Albert Kahn ( 1869=1942) was born in Germany and began his practice in Detroit in 1892,
He broke from the standard tradition of mill construction for industrial buildings with
his 1903 Packard Building which was the first reinforced concrete factory in Amexica,
His designs for every major automobile manufacture are numerous , over 1000 for Ford,

In 1939, the office of Albert Kahn numbered over 40Q persons,

The Foxd Motor Plant is the finest example of Post-WWl industrial architecture in the
city., The structure is typical of Albert Kahn's work of the period, both stylisgtically
and functionally.



9. Major Bibliographical Referen_ges

Herrin, Robert. "Mead Paper Firm Buys 0ld West End Ford Plant,"
Louisville Courier-Journal, 8 April 195%

Hildebrand, Grant. Designing for Industry: The Architecture of Albert Kahn.
Cambridge: MIT Press, 1974,

10. Geographical Data

15.2 acres

Acreage of nominated property

3
3

Quadrangle name __Louisville West Quadrangle scale _1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification : ... -
City of Louisville Block 47 E. Lot 2. The main building occupies the majority
of .the site. = The only other structures on the site are five small auxillary
utility structures. : 7 ’

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state = 5 code 4 county | code na
AL B .

state na - codé’ na  county “na code na
11. Form Prepared By

1l . IO . ard e

name/.title 7 b:'ma::ct;z Hedgépetb Director of Besearchi 50t

organiz.atlon Landmarks__c_qmis_sioﬁ | date  october, 1982

street & number 727 W Main Street telephones02 /587~3501:.. -

city or town Louisville state 7 Kentucky 40202 .

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

7
— national ¥ _state —— local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89~
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

Stdie Historic Preservation Officer signature /
, 7/
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The Legacy~o£ Albert Kahn., Detroit: Detyxoit Institute of Art, 1970.

Nelson, George. Industrial Architecture of Albert Kahn, Inc. New York:
Architectural Book Publishing Co., 1939 '

"plans of Ford Motor Plant Revised," Louisyille Herald Post 13 June 1924
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Los Angeles: Hennessey & Ingalls, 1970 S )
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Ford Motor Co. Plant

1400 Southwestern Parkway
Louisville, Jefferson Cty. , KY
Sanborn Real Estaté Maps
-Sanborn Map Co.

Pelham, N. Y. 1974

Map 2.



THOS. F. BURKE
JEFFERSON COUNTY TAX COMMR

W.J SCHRECK - CHIEF DRAFTSMAN
-4
<E 1"+ 200 24-82 G

DRAWN_ 1272

CHICKAS AW

e /b'\s

—
KTBUTLmy ooy 'A"'""/ @
ehn o waod e o

Phnmr cd

O, 7 279
2001y t.: Cery,

"l - 80t
§T Ry

22
493 agn P27 70 i w. g

R4
'
'
i
]
'
X
b
W
. %
2 N
¢ S
H ‘% M ?‘
K
g / o 26993 " Y%A\
¥, s ’
VA o B DO XN e © AR datrn o adee o N
: " ) A \

STATES  FISH  HATCHERES~eanOavmnr €20 0 wmar
- o Ac .
~—_2348c.viora

TELT Y S it i mod pgn
padR-2 LXT0 2Ol

. RARE TG AL ax 50p0mnp O NSy
- =2079.99— .
- GIBSON —=eer——~ R = e A T YT ey

- €0.1000 TR.I




Ford Motor Co. Plant

1400 Southwestern Pkwy.
Louisville,Jefferson Cty.,KY
Jefferson Cty. Real Estate

Atlas;'Miami: Real Estate
Data, 1979

Map 3-Plot map



