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Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back o f f i i o t o . 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw irap showing property's locaticxi 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). ^LU,^L„A 
Indicate north oUn^M 

S 1989 
AREA FORM hJO. 

Tcwn Sor.cr^'illc 

Address •.le\'.'ife Brook Parlway 

His tor ic Name Hystic Pimping Station 

Use: Present r.azLr.tenance snop 

Original pun-nin^ 

DESCRIPTION 

Date V •'--A-

' j t a ' i i n o ^ 

Source Aor̂ tor: V/atpr '.'orl:g,'--vntic our'"lr, 

Style 

Architect Ĉ eor̂ -e IA Baldv:in: Cn̂ .v'̂ .'̂ ^ " , 

Exterior Wall Fabric r-ic': 

Outbuildings •_- .o-^--.^-.-ci, _ —...a. 

i q i i ' ^ i j v.'ith f l : :'cirpa oric;: o l i i c :ct\xr' 

Major Alterations (with dates) i670,addition; 

1 , a f d d i t i - o n ; both f o r hoiicin" adc;tion";l 
szeai' en.'Tines 
Condition ~ooa 

Moved JLO. Date 

Acreage aT^roxiratoi" two acres 

Setting urban on ed~e of V.AC, rreenhelt 

DTM REFERENCE -;9/52î -5̂ /-'.i<o-7rL̂  

USGS QUADEANGLE_ 

SCALE 

.ov-inofnn Ma 

1 • •; : 25.000 

1 r:T^ Recorded by 

Organizaticn l o u i s Ber-er A Associate;^ 

Date c"ar.u-r" 19?-; revised 19"? 



^DG - TRA. MASS. 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
Ane hystic Fiir.oinr otation i s s i g n i f i c a n t because of i t s 3.SGOciation v;ith the l-iystic water v/orks 
.sy.ste!" and i s representative oi^;.:id-nineteenth century small, integrated muncipal v.'ater su'coly 

•system . I t retains inte;5rity of location, s e t t i n . j , materials, v;or:L~anship and feeling andd-^i'j^ 
•••ir.eets c r i t e r i a ' C of the National Register of r l i s t o r i c Places, "he boundary of the l i y s t i c 
Pumpinfr Station i s ^ 3 c t a n ~ u l a r shape that includes the buildin.'r. i t s e l f and tv/o small areas of 
~ras3 between the b u i l d i a " and sidewalk i n front of the b u i l d i n g . The boundary i s shovm as the 
red l i n e on the attached map, Mystic V/ater v/orks, Metropolitan Water v/orlcs, Land Plans, iS??. 
Scale: 100' = 1". ' • 

ARCHITECTURAL SIOJIFICMJCE Describe important ardiitectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. i^s-^ 
The i l y s t i c V/ater v/orks comple:-: includes Upper and Lov/er Ilystic Lakes, a'ia-m̂ ^ a gatehouse^, and 
a pumpin,3 s t a t i o n a l l b u i l t betv/een 1c62 and lS6f. The f a c i l i t i e s a.re i n a'dense suburban area. 

, The dam and gatehouse are adjacent to each other and located betv/een Upper and Lov/er Hystic Lake 
The pumping s t a t i o n i s located i n the Mystic Hiver Paric.-/ay, an MDC greenbelt parla-zay approximate 
one-quarter mile southv/est of the dam. and gatehouse. The Mjrstic Lakes are natural g l a c i a l 
k e t t l e ponds and v/ere o r i g i n a l l y three ponds, now combined into tv/o. 

The s t a t i o n i s a one and one-half story, mansard-roofed structure of load bearing brick. The 
symmetrically arranged 9-hay miain block i s flanked on the west by a 4-bay v;ing added i n l895j 
and on the east by a tv/o-bay wir-g added i n l370, both of v/hich conform s t y l i s t i c a l l y to the 
o r i g i n a l m.ain block. Much of the o r i g i n a l d e t a i l remains and only a cupola and some decorative 
iron v/ork fro.m the roofs h.as been removed. In I887 the V/ater Board noted t r ^ t the roof trusses 
i n the s t a t i o n v/ere "old and d i s t o r t i n g . " The same year m.ost of these trusses v/ere replaced 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how th^°^*^-
building relates to the development of the community. 
The Mystic Pumpin.g Station v/as b u i l t betv/een l8b2 and I865 by the City of Charlestown and 
incorporated i n t o the Boston V/ater Board when Charlestown was annexed by the City of Boston i n 
13?^. I t v/as b u i l t smaller than o r i g i n a l l y designed due to construction costs. The building 
contained tv.'o- V.'orthington steam engines, one with a capacity of 8,000,000 mdg; the other, 
5,000,000 mdg. A one hundred foot chimney v/as connected to the s t a t i o n by an underground f l u e . 

. With the" addition of the City of Everett to the system a t h i r d er^gine was added which required 
construction of the east addition. A fourth engine, added i n I895, soon aft e r the Metropolitan 
V/atei- Board took over the work^, required construction of the west win,g. In 1912 the engines 
were soldfor scrap. During V/orld War I the building was renovated i n t o o f f i c e s and used f o r 
research. I n 1921 the building v/as again renovated and the chimney demolished. Today the 
building i s used fo r a maintenance o f f i c e and shop for the HDC. 

The Mystic Water System has been out of service for many years, and has thus lost i n t e g r i t y 
as a system. Three of i t s components nevertheless do r e t a i n i n t e g r i t y and remain as good 
examples of t h e i r type of property. These are the Mystic Dam (15-2), the Mystic Gatehouse 
(15-3), and the Mystic Pumping Station (15-4). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
-ioston .vater v/orlcs .'-'ystic dunrily 1862-"^, Record Description of the Mystic V/ater V/orks kept at 
time of t h e i r construction during the year l862-3-'^-5 by IRoberdeau Buchanan, S.B. Asst. Eng. 
Copied 1378. 
Manual of American V/aterworks, I89O. 
Report of the Metropolitan Water Board, I887. 
Annual Report of Metropolitan Water Board, 1912. ' ' •, . . 
.-Annual P.eports of Metropolitan D i s t r i c t Commission, 191S, 1920, 1923, 1933 ' 



. INVENTORY FOR-M CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCNMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comnunity: 

S o m e r v i l l e 

Form No: 

•^y-k 

Property Name: Mvstic Pum p i n g S t a t i c : 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belou'. 

ARCMITECTUIRAL SIGNIFICAI'.'CE: 
by triangular wood trusses reinforced with iron t i e rods. Several of the o r i g i n a l trusses 
remain near the middle of the main block. Tney are about one foot i n diameter, and are 
b u i l t up from t h i r t e e n narrow s t r i p s of laminated wood and connected to the building's walls 
with t i e buckles. 

In 1912 the engines were removed and the building converted i n t o o f f i c e s . The structure 
was renovated again i n I921 andthe large brick chimney removed. The building i s used 
today by tne KDC for maintenance shops and o f f i c e s . 

Staple to Inventory form at bott 
om 



OMi AflpfOW/ Mb. 100*0010 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
Middlesex, Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcester Counties, MASSACHUSETTS 

Framingham Reservoir No. 2 Dam and Gatehouse 

COVER 

I . Ashland Dam and Spillway 

^ ^ / ^ / 2. Framingham Reservoir No. 3 Dam a 

3 

4. Framingham Reservoir No. 1 Dam and Gatehouse 

5. Hopkinton Dam and Spillway 

6. Lake Cochituate Dam 

7. Medford Pipe Bridge 

; ^'-^ > 8. Middlesex Fells Reservoirs Historic District 

9. Mystic Dam 

<i/£ 10. Mystic Gatehouse *Uk«tal»>lw 

I I . ^ I i n y i i ^ ^ y p p l n g Station 

12. Sudbury Aqueduct Linear D i s t r i c t 

13. Sudbury Dam Histo r i c D i s t r i c t 

14. Weston Aqueduct Linear D i s t r i c t 

15. Fisher H i l l Reservoir and Gatehouse 

16. Forbes H i l l Standpipe 

17. Bellevue Standpipe 

18. Chestnut H i l l Reservoir H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

^ <.C/̂  19. Marlborough Brook F i l t e r Beds iSjlbatoattVii SsTlM 

DATE LISTED 

0/-/&-S0 

J. -ro 

PAZ-C i^^P-^r/^^^/ vy -rd 

yP'A<^^''^-(^'^''-/^>'y^ /v<f yd 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Mystic Pumping Station 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/05/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/19/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/04/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/19/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002255 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

> A C C E P T RETURN REJECT / A / ^ A ^ P ' DATE Entered m the 
r ^ Jatlonal Heglater 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness .V'^ \ • -
clarity ' • '\ \ g^'^J ' ''•. 
applicable c r i t e r i a " ' • 
justific a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other . v-;'"̂  . P y V"-.- •'' 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
_UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

IVIultiple Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64500254 


