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NATI ONAL REG STER CRKERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

Short's Tavem 282 Market Street, is anintact Georgian three-quarter house significant
as anexanple of atypical 18th-century Swnansea farnstead, and for itsoperation as a
tavemin the md-19th century. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting,
mﬁtegi al Is lvxorl|<rranshi p, and association. Short's Tavem neets Criteria A and C on

the local level.

ARCH TECTURAL SSGNFICANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate intertas of
other buildings within thecomunity.

A gabled, 2"-story, three-quarter house with central chimey and double-pile plan. Short's
Tavem i s arelatively unconmon exanpl e of Georgian design in Saansea, where nost
survivors of the period arefive-bay, center-entry houses. The building displays m nimal
omanental detailing. The main entry inthethird bay has anulti-pane transomand

door surround with pilastersand pediment. First floor w ndows, articulated with nol ded
heads, contain replacenent 2/2 sash, and second-story w ndows with plain surrounds retain
12/8 sash. Arear exit onthesecond story probably dates tothe md-2Gh century when
the buildingwas converted for two-famly use.

South of the house i s a stone bam perhaps md-19th century, which has been insensitively
renodel ed into aresidence. The bamnowoccupies a separate | ot and i s nolonger a part
of this property.

HSTARCAL SIGFI CANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates tothe devel opnent of t hecomunity.

In 1585 John Therber deeded a parcel of land tohis son, Thomas Therber. Charity, daughter
of Thonas, married Thomas Walley. 1 n1742, tosettle theestate of Thonas Therber, \Walley
sold t hefarnmhouse, outbuildings, and land. Atypical exanple of thedispersed farnsteads
that characterized nuch of Saansea inthe 18th century, the house faces west ona primry
north-south route through O d Saansea, running between t hepresent towns of Rehoboth, Mss.
and Warren, Rhode Island. Ashort distance tothe north onMarket Street (also known as
Baptist Street) was theFirst Baptist Church. Thechurch's relocation fromthe present
Barrington, Rhode Island toits- present site i n1717 precipitatedcolonial settlement of
northwestern Swansea.

Janes Short purchased t hefarmstead, then conprising 40 acres, i nl181  Hisdecisionto
operate atavem was undoubtedly pronpted by the house's | ocation ona county highway |eading
to Providence, Rhode Island. This section of Saansea, known as North Snaansea, was a flourishir
comunity inthe md-19th century, duein large part tothe growth of theshipyard on the

Pal mer River west of thetavem and the correspondi ng devel opment of avillage at Bameyville
in the shipyard vicinity.

The nom nated portion of the present property conprises |ess than one acre at t he comer of
Market Street and Stoney Hill Road (see assessor's map). A rowof mature trees behind

(east of) the house separates the house site fromadjacent fields, sone of whichare

under cultivation.
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