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Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 282 Market Street 

Historic Name short's Tavem 

Use: Present 2-family residence 

Original farmhouse, then tavem 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1742 

Source Repistry^ of Deeds, Fall River 

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood siding 

Outbuildings stone bam, (now noncontrib. 

building on separate l o t ) 

Major Alterations {with dates) " 

rear exit from 2nd floor (ca. 1950?) 

Condition stable 

irm REFERENCE 1^ 311350 4525600 

USSS QUADRANGLEProvidence, RI-MA 1971/1979 

SCALE 1:24000 

Moved no Date 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting situated close to comer in 

rural, primarily residential area of 

North Swansea. Market Street (Route 136) 

moderately trafficked artery. 

Recorded by v. Frost/K. Flvnn/K. Broomer  

Organization Swansea Historical Commission  

Date 1979/April 1985/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRKERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

Short's Tavem, 282 Market Street, is an intact Georgian three-quarter house significant 
as an example of a typical 18th-century Swansea farmstead, and for i t s operation as a 
tavem in the mid-19th century. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, and association. Short's Tavem meets Criteria A and C on 
the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in tertas of 
other buildings within the community. 

A gabled, 2^-story, three-quarter house with central chimney and double-pile plan. Short's 
Tavem is a relatively uncommon example of Georgian design in Swansea, where most 
survivors of the period are five-bay, center-entry houses. The building displays minimal 
omamental detailing. The main entry in the third bay has a multi-pane transom and 
door surround with pilasters and pediment. First floor windows, articulated with molded 
heads, contain replacement 2/2 sash, and second-story windows with plain surrounds retain 
12/8 sash. A rear exit on the second story probably dates to the mid-2Gth century when 
the building was converted for two-family use. 

South of the house is a stone bam, perhaps mid-19th century, which has been insensitively 
remodeled into a residence. The bam now occupies a separate l o t and i s no longer a part 
of this property. 

HISTORICAL SIGHFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

In 1585, John Therber deeded a parcel of land to his son, Thomas Therber. Charity, daughter 
of Thomas, married Thomas Whalley. In 1742, to settle the estate of Thomas Therber, Whalley 
sold the farmhouse, outbuildings, and land. A typical example of the dispersed farmsteads 
that characterized much of Swansea in the 18th century, the house faces west on a primary 
north-south route through Old Swansea, running between the present towns of Rehoboth, Mass. 
and Warren, Rhode Island. A short distance to the north on Market Street (also known as 
Baptist Street) was the First Baptist Church. The church's relocation from the present 
Barrington, Rhode Island to i t s - present site in 1717 precipitated colonial settlement of 
northwestern Swansea. 

James Short purchased the farmstead, then comprising 40 acres, in 1851. His decision to 
operate a tavem was undoubtedly prompted by the house's location on a county highway leading 
to Providence, Rhode Island. This section of Swansea, known as North Swansea, was a flourishir 
community in the mid-19th century, due in large part to the growth of the shipyard on the 
Palmer River west of the tavem and the corresponding development of a village at Bameyville 
in the shipyard v i c i n i t y . 

The nominated portion of the present property comprises less than one acre at the comer of 
Market Street and Stoney H i l l Road (see assessor's map). A row of mature trees behind 
(east of) the house separates the house site from adjacent f i e l d s , some of which are 
under cultivation. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Swansea and Bristol County maps and atlases. 
Swansea Historical Society. 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 
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PROPERTY Short's Tavern 
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MULTIPLE Swansea MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, B r i s t o l 
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OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N Entered Iri tte 
t^lCcCEPT RETURN REJECT S A ^ ^ / f [ / DATE B^l^f^TUil HbglsteT 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph _ %• 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000296 


