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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The S. M. McKibben House is located near the Mississippi River on the 
lower half of block 14 of the original town which during the 19th Century 
was a predominantly residential area adjacent to the Muscatine business 
district. The house is a two-story (approximately 40' x 25') double 
house constructed of red brick in common bond with headers every 8th 
course. The structure illustrates the influence of a ColoniaVbtyle 
of American architecture according to the Margaret N. Keyes, Ph.D., 
stylistic classifications for residential architecture although perhaps 
a simple Federal style designation, or a New England style influence is 
more appropriate given the date of construction and the background of 
the builder.

The front facade has a symmetrical arrangement of openings: 12-1ight 
smaller windows; 2 or 3-1ight door headings; and on the second floor 
of each residential unit, a large 12-1ight Window which opens onto 
a balcony. The original porch entrances, front doors, first floor windows 
and window headings have been removed or replaced. Additionally, the 
cast iron railings of the cantilevered balconies were removed and retained 
by the Fryberger family when the building was scheduled for demolition. 
The two houses were heated by stoves which flued to in-wall chimneys 
located in the outer gable ends of the house along the apex of the roof. 
The rear facade is also a symmetrical arrangement of openings almost 
identical to the front with the elimination of the balconies and the 
use of the smaller 12-light window in their place. Gable end facades 
have no openings on the basement or first floor levels; the second floor 
has one 12-light window on the Walnut Street side of the wall; and 
the below gable space of the attic is accentuated by a centrally 
placed arched window (it is presumed that the stove flues are double 
inside the wall and converge around the top of this attic opening).
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In 1964 repairs were begun on the building so that it could be used as a 
rental property. It was at that time that major brick work of walls 
(mainly on the rear facade) and lower window sills, the replaced roof, 
the replaced lower story windows, and the repaired chimney was carried 
out.

The McKibben-Fryberger House room arrangement is as follows: an open 
dirt basement, 3 rooms on the first floor, 3 rooms on the second floor, 
and an open attic.
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The McKibben House stands as a well-preserved example of double 
house construction in Muscatine. Maintaining both its interior 
and exterior integrity, it is one of few early structures that 
remain in the Oldest residential section of this river town. One 
noted family who lived temporarily in this part of old Muscatine 
(1850's) was that of the American author Samuel ClemensiX

The builder, Samue'KN. McKibben, was an early settlep and businessman 
of Muscatine. The New England", Federal^ and colonial overtones of 
this building are perhaps suggestive of McKibben's earlier life, 
being formerly from Pennsylvania. Arriving in Iowa prior to 1856, 
by the mid-1860's his prosperous business ventures enabled him to 
build this residence for his family betwen 1866 cind 1869. Initially 
operating as a lumber merchant, by the time this house was being 
completed McKibben was engaged in the saloon business and cultivator 
manufacturing. Within yet another six years, his business involve 
ments encompassed merchandizing groceries, provisions, etc.

Immediately threatened by Urban Renewal Plans, this building has 
aroused the concern of prospective developers who would like to 
rehabilitate if not restore it.
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