
HISTORIC RESOURCES OF COLUMBUS, MUSCOGEE COUNTY, GEORGIA
GEORGIA ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORIC PROPERTIES SURVEY-INVENTORY FORM NO. 378

PROPERTY NAME: The Thomas U. Butts House HISTORIC NAME: The Thomas U. Butts House

STREET ADDRESS:1214 3rd Avenue

PRESENT OWNER: K.S.C., Inc., c/o
President, Trust Co. of Columbus 
CITY: Columbus

CURRENT USE: Vacant

U.S.G.S. QUADRANGLE: Columbus, GA-AL

V.B.D. OR TAX MAP NUMBER: 18/12/16

CITY: Columbus COUNTY: Muscogee 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 8808 

STATE: Georgia ZIP CODE; 

ACREAGE: Less than one acre

31908

U.T.M. REFERENCE: 16-688995-3594025

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION AND PRESENT CONDITION: Eclectic; two stories tall, rectangular floor 
plan, hipped roof, two exterior chimneys, porch over central entrance with patio running length 
of front facade;balloon 'frame construction with weather boarding, covered with stretcher bond 
brick in 1928, roof is clay tile; front facade detail*; include five bays on first and second 
floor, first floor has central entrance with neo-classical porch, flanked by floor length
rounded arch opens with keystone, fanlight_and double leafed french .doors... between_each-bav_Qfl:— 

nd second floors is a concrete panel with an.organic_flo.wer_pattern,.cast.,iato_it,.. .
second story openings have flat arch lintel with keystone, and 6/6 sash windows, (Cont rd) *

ORIGINAL OWNER: W. I. Struppa 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1896

ORIGINAL USE: Private Dwelling

HISTORIC ACREAGE:

DATE(S) OF ALTERATIONS: (See Back)

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE (FROM ORIGINS TO PRESENT): This house was built in 1896 by W. I. Struppa, 
a purser. Struppa lived in the dwelling until 1904, when it was sold to Dr. J. M. Cook. In 
1908, Thomas Usher Butts, a wizard of the lumber business, bought the home and raised his fam­ 
ily on the premises. Descendants of Thomas U. Butts occupied the home until 1959.

N.R. AREA(S) OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture, Local" History LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: Local

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL): Architecture: 
nificant in that it bears the effects of changing styles.

This structure is sig-
Originally a frame house of late 

Victorian nature, it was modernized in 1928 when it received a brick facade and roof detailing 
Similar to styles coming out of the Prairie School. It is an excellent example of eclecticism 
in downtown Columbus, with Georgian quoins and keystones, Italinate cast iron trim on classical
revival front porch, and_prairie school roof trim.; Local History: This house,"located in what I 
•was once Columbus* e'lite "High' Uptown" neighbourhood, is_ significant as it, was_ tne,._home_Qf____ 
Hancock County, Georgia native, Thomas Usher Butts, who moved to Columbus in 1893 and later

ON BACK}__ '
FORM PREPARED BY: Karris'^ ORGANIZATION: a) Lower Chattahoochee APDC

b) Janice P. Biggers b > Historic Columbus Foundation 
ADDRESS: a) P. 0. Box 1908, Cols, GA 31994 TELEPHONE NUMBER: a) (404)324-4221 

b) 700 Broadway, Cols, GA 31901 b) (404)322-0756
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS: Historic Structures Field Survey: Columbus-Muscogee 
County, Georgia. 1976 state survey, Historic Preservation Section, DNR, Atlanta, Georgia. 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION: Patsy Butts (Mrs. W. Carter) WoolfolkV Columbus.



PHOTOGRAPHER: F. Clason Kyle DATE: 11 July 1978

ROLL NO. 5 FRAME N0.29A NEGATIVES FILED: Historic Columbus Foundation
700 Broadway 

DIRECTION PHOTOGRAPHER FACING: East Columbus, Georgia 31901

USE SPACE BELOW FOR CONTINUATION FROM FRONT, SKETCH PLANS OR MAPS, ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, ETC.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: house has wide projecting eaves with modillions, brick quoins on 
corners of structure, interior has a variation of central hall with four rooms up and four 
rooms down; to rear is a two story garage with servants quarters upstairs, landscaped with 
grass and hedge. Situated in downtown c. 1890 residential area gone commercial, with Ralston 
Towers to west; fair condition.

DATES OF ALTERATIONS: In 1928, a brick facade was added to the entire house. Originally, this 
dwelling was a frame house.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: sole proprietor of the Georgia Lumber Company, a local wholesale lumber 
concern, and owner of Butts Lumber Company, a retail business in Phenix City, Alabama.

SOURCE OF INFORMATION: Columbus City Directories.

r, :>;r 0 rl !•:•••• a Worsley, Etta Blanchard. Columbus on the Chattahoochee. Columbus, Ga: 
-: :'c -'•••: • Columbus Office Supply Co., 1951, (biographical sketch of

Thomas Usher Butts).


