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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old Morse Covered Bridge in Bangor, 2JJLfeetJLn_ Len 9tn > ' s
such structure in Maine and the only covered bridge in the north­ 

eastern United States located within the Iimits of a city.
Today, through a five-year volunteer project, the old bridge has been 

saved and preserved and is in use as a pedestrian crossing downstream from 
its former site. Put to its present use in 1965, the bridge has proven 
to be a tremendous tourist attraction for bridge "collectors" and children 
who have never seen one like it before.

The bridge almost met an untimely end when a new bridge was erected 
to replace it. The covered bridge was moved downstream for use while its 
successor was being built. It was considered a fire hazard to the new span 
and the decision was made that it had to be moved again or demolished. At 
this point, civic minded citizens in the Queen City began to raise necessary 
funds, aided by contributions from individuals, organizations and the City 
of Bangor herself. The city now maintains the bridge.

The roof of the bridge is all slate, mostly from London. The blocks 
of granite in the pier and abutments number more than 300 and weigh two 
to four tons. Its truss, unique in its use of iron rods for support, was 
designed by Wi I I iarii Howe. (See example on continuation page.)- 7

The Morse Bridge now occupies the central position in Coe Park, a 
municipal park on both the East and West sides of Kenduskeag Stream in 
the heart of Bangor.

Structurally, the bridge and abutments are sound. The cover, of boards 
clapboards, and trim, are nearly all now restored.

rn 
rn

n

>T



z 
o

u

LJ

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbianl d 16th Century 

D 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 882

Abor iginal

[ | Prehistoric

O Historic 

I | Agriculture 

I | Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

[ | Communications 

| | Conservation

| | Education 

fC| Engineering 

| | Industry 

[ | Invention 

I| Landscape

Architecture 

| | Literature 

D Military 

Music

Q Political

O Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

[ | Science

[ | Sculpture

| | Social/Human­ 

itarian

| | Theater

K1 Transportation

II Urban Planning 

D Other ("Specify;

Bangor, the third largest city in Maine, is located on the west 
side of the Penobscot River at the head of the tide, some 23 miles 
from Penobscot; Bay on the Atlantic. The city is bisected by the Ken­ 
duskeag Stream.

The nomination of the Morse Bridge should, in no way, develop an 
overview of the City of Bangor's place in history. However, the Ken- 
duskeag Stream, itself, played a primary role in the settlement of what 
became Bangor, as it provided the power sites of a great many water 
driven saw mills.

Bangor, of the 19th Century, was synonymous with lumber, for in the 
1850's, Bangor was the leading lumber port in the world and later second 
only to Chicago in the 1870's. Throughout the history of Bangor, many 
bridges have spanned the Kenduskeag Stream, but now the'oldest remaining is the Morse Bridge. "~~-.-.-••

Morse Covered Bridge was first erected in 1882. Its Jruss, unique 
' n 't-LJi56 .°.f iron rods for support, was designed by William Hower, a 
relative of the inventor of the sewing machine. The span was at one time 
known as the Bridge of Sighs—sheep were driven through it to the slaughter 
house, bleating as if they sensed their fate. The bridge once served 
horses and buggies, the trolly to Kenduskeag and cars and trucks, all 
of which needed to use it to cross over a portion of Kenduskeag Stream 
at its initial location by the Old Morse's Mill on Valley Avenue in 
Bangor.

The present location of the span is said to be near one of the 
underground tunnels used to help slaves escape during the Civil War era. 
The Morse Bridge, by its continuing existence, provides an association 
with the past and the historic scene about the Kenduskeag Stream's 
section of Bangor.
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