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CONDITION
□ Excellent 0 Good Q Foir

(Check One)
I I Deteriorated f~l Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)
Altered □ Unaltered

(Check One)

H Moved Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old Morse Covered Bridget in Bangor, 212 feet in length, is the 
longest such structure in Maine and the only covered bridge in the north­
eastern United States located within the limits of a city.

Today, through a five-year volunteer project, the old bridge has been 
saved and preserved and is in us^e as a^pedestrian crossing downstream from 
its former site. Put to its present use in 1965, the Bridge has proven 
to be a tremendous tourist attraction for bridge "collectors" and children 
who have never seen one like it before.

The bridge almost met an untimely end when a new bridge was erected 
to replace it. The covered bridge was moved downstream for use while its 
successor was being built. It was considered a fire hazard to the new span 
and the decision was made that it had to be moved again or demolished. At 
this point, civic minded citizens in the Queen City began to raise necessary 
funds, aided by contributions from individuals, organizations and the City 
of ^angor herself. The city now maintains the bridge.

The roof of the bridge is all slate, mostly from London. The blocks 
of granite in the pier and abutments number more than 300 and weigh two 
to four tons. Its jtruss, unique in its use of iron rods for sup^rt, was designed by Wi II i,^ Howe. (See example on continuation page.)-?

The Morse Bridge now occupies the central position in Coe Park, a 
municipal park on both the East and West sides of Kenduskeag Stream in 
the heart of Bangor.

Structurally, the bridge and abutments are sound. The cover, of boards 
clipboards, and trim, are nearly all now restored.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
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Kl Moved O Origi..al Site 

The ol~ M:>rse Covered Bridge in Bangor, 212 feet in lengt~, is the 
101;19.est ~~~-~:J-ru<:_!,lJr::~_, ,!}l.J~19j ne and the on I y covered bridge in · the north-
eastern United States located within the I imits of a city. · 

· Today, through a five-year volumteer project, the old bridge has been 
saved and preserved and is in us,~~? _ ~y~destr i a.11 ~_ross,i ng downstream from 
its former site. Put dlo its present use in 1965, ffi"ct·or i dge has proven 
to be a tremendous tourist attraction for bridge "co I I ectors" and chi I dren 
who have never seen one like it before. 

The bridge almost met an untimely end when a new bridge was e~ected 
to rep I ace it. The covered bridge was moved downstream for use wh i I e its 
successor was being bui It. It was considered a fire hazard to the new span 
and the· decision was made that it had to be moved again or demolished. At 
this point, civic minded citizens in the QueenC}ty began to raise necessary 
funds, aided by contributions from individuals, organizations and the City 
of Bangor herself. The iity now maintains the bridge. · 

The roof of the bridge is all slate, mostly from London. The blocks 
of gran -1-te in the pier and abutments number more than 300 and weigh two 
to four tons. lts J russ, unique in its use of iron rods for supfrt, was 
designed by Wi 11 i~ Howe. (See example on continuation page.) - . 

The M:>rse Bridge now occupies the central position in Coe Park, a 
municipal park on both the East and West sides of Kenduskeag Stream in 
the heart of Bangor. 

Structurally, the bridge add abutments are sound. The cover, of boards 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian I CH 16th Century

r~l 15th Century IZI 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
^ I9th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (U AppUctTble and Known) 1882
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal 
I I Prehistoric 
□ Historic 

I I Agriculture 
I I Architecture 
□ Art 
r~l Commerce 
r~l Communicotions 
n Conservotion

□ Education Q Political- - •

H Engineering □ Religion/Phi-

-□ , , , ^5 - los^phy. -
□ Invention Q Science

Q Landscape Q Sculpture

Architecture Q Social/Human-

□ Uiteroture

□ Military □ Theater

□ Music g] Transportation

r~l Urban Planning 
□ Other (Speclty)

Sj^ATEMENiT OF SIGNIFICANCE '

Bangor, the third largest city in Maine, is located on the west 
side of the Penobscot River at the head of the tide, some 23 miles 
from Penobscot) Bay on the Atlantic. The city is bisected by the Ken- 
diiskeag Stream.

The nomination of the Morse Bridge should, in no way, develop an 
overview of the City of Bangor's place in history. However, the Ken- 
duskeag Stream, itself, played a primary role In the settlement of what 
became Bangor, as it provided the power sites of a great many water 
dBiven saw mills.

Bangor, of the 19th Century, was synonymous with lumber, for in the 
I850's, Bangor was the leading lumber port in the world and later second 
only to Chicago in the I870's. Throughout the history of Bangor, many 
bridges have spanned the Kenduskeag Stream, but now the'oldest remaining 
is the Morse Bridge. "
^ NtorseMCovered Bridge was first erected in 1882. Its, truss, unique 

in its use of iron rods for support, was designed by Wi 11 iam Howe7~'^^ '
relative of the inventor of the sewing machine. The span was “'’at one time 
known as the Bridge of Sighs—sheep were driven through it to the slaughter 
house, bleating as If they sensed their fate. The bridge once served 
horses and buggies, the trolly to Kenduskeag and cars and trucks, all 
of which needed to use it to cross over a portion of Kenduskeag Stream 
at its initial location by the Old Morse's Mill on Valley Avenue in 
Bangor.

The present location of the span is said to be near one of the 
underground tunnels used to help slaves escape during the Civil War era.
The Morse Bridge, by Its continuing existence, provides an association 
with the past and the historic scene about the Kenduskeag Stream's 
section of Bangor.
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Bangor, the third largest city in Maine, is located on the west 
side of the Penobscot River at the head of the tide, some 23 mi las 
from Penobscri~ Bay on the Atlantic. The city is bisected by the Ken­
dlilskeag Stream. 

The nomination of the Morse Bridge should, in no way, develop an 
overview of the City of Bangor's place in history. However, the Ken­
duskeag Stream, itself, played a primary role in the settlement of what 
became Bangor, as it provided the power sites of a great many water 
de iven saw mi I Is. 

Bangor, of the 19th Centaoy, was synonymous with lumber, for in the 
1850's, Bangor was the leading lumber port in the world and later second 
only to Chicago in the 1870 1s. Throughout the history of Bangor, many 
br idges have spanned the Kenduskeag Stream, but now the ' oldest remaining 
is the Morse Bridge. -

Morse Covered Bridge was first erected in 1882. Its truss, unique 
i~ its use of .Jr.2.n.,£29.~-~--fEJ::_ .. ?U..PJ?:?!::t, was dru,j 9.11~.c;L.t:l.¥-....WllJJ .~'!!_~S'..~.e, 6 
relative of the inventor of the sewing machine. The span was at one time 
known as the Bridge of Sighs--sheep were driven through it to the slaughter 
house, bleating as if they sensed their fate. The bridge once served 
horses and buggies, the trol ly to Kenduskeag and cars and trucks, al I 
of which needed to use it to cross over a portion of Kenduskeag Stream 
at its initial location by the Old Morse's Mi 11 on valley Avenue in 
Bangor. 

The present locat i on of the span is said to be near one of the 
underground tunnels used to help slaves escape during the Civil War era. 
The Morse Bridge, by its continuing existance, provides an association 
with the past and the historic scene about the Kenduskeag Stream's 
section of Bangor. 
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Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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Prqpertles added to the Efational Register of Historical Places

MAIHE

/

Montpelier 
Eagle Island 
8ongo Lock 
Pophem Colony 
Babb's Bridge 
Bennett Bridge 
Hemlock Bridge 
Rdbyvlllo Bridge 
Lovejoy Bridge 
Lowe's Bridge 

Bridge
itorter-Parsonfield Bridge 
Sunday River Bridge 
Watson Settlement Bridge

'/ ■

Knox County, Maine 
Cumberland County, Maine 
Cumberland County, Maine 
Sagadahoc Covinty, Maine •
Cumberland County, Maine
Oxford County, Maine
Oxford Cotmty, Maine
Penobscot Coxmty, I'iaine
Oxford Cotmty, I4aine
Plscateqtiis County, Maine
Penobscot County, Maine
York County and Oxford County, Maine
Oxford County
Aroostook County, Maine

/'
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Properties added to the National Register of Historical Places 

MA:tNF; 

·Montpelier 
,Jagle Island 
Bongo Lock 
Pophsm Colony 
Babb's Bridge 
Bennett Bridge . 
Hemlock Bridge 
~obyville l3r1dge 
toveJoy Bridge 
Lowe's Bridge 

1 VDrae Bridge 
Forter-Parsonfield Bridge 
8unday River Bridge 
Watson Settlement Bridge 

·Knox County, ·Maine 
Cumberland County., Maine 
Cumberland County, Maine 
Sagadahoc County, Maine · 
Cumberland County, Maine 
Oxford County, Maine 
Oxford County, Maine 
Penobscot County, Maine 
Oxford County, Maine 
Piecatequis County., Maine 
Penobscot County, Jl'.aine 
York County and Oxford County, Maine 
Oxford County 
Aroostook. County, Maine 



8. Eobyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (01?) Maine (18). Built 
in 1876, it crosses the Kenduskeag Stream.

9. Love joy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (01?) Maine (18). Built 
in 1868 it crosses the Ellis River.

i
10. Lowe's Bridge - Routes 1^ and 16 Sangerville and Guilford, Piscataquis 

County (021) Maine (18). Built in 18^7 it crosses the Piscataquis 
River.

11. Morse Bridge - once located on Valley Avenue in Bangor over the
stream was dismantled in I96I. It has since been re-assembled

12.

down stream at Coe Park. Bangor, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18).
It is the largest covered bridge in Maine (212 feet in length) and was 
built in 1882.

Porter-Parsonfield Bridge - Porter, York County (03I) and Parsonfield, 
Oxford Coimty (017) Maine (18). Built in 1858 it crosses the Ossipee 
River.

13» Sunday River Bridge - Newry, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built
in 1872 it crosses the Sunday River.

1U. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003) Maine (18).
Built in 1911 it crosses the Meduxnekeag Stream.

We are most mindful of your need for original maps which should . 
accompany nomination forms. May we please take a liberty at this time 
in respect to maps for the locations of the above listed properties on 
these advance nominations. We have prepared the actual U.S.G.S. topo­
graphic maps. We wish to retain them in our files until the actual 
separate nominations for the properties are completed for your review and/or 
not approval. We are then making Xerox copies of our maps which are enclosed 
for each property location. The original maps will accompany the actual 
nomination forms at a later date.

Thank you.

incerely

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preaen

FEB 161970

John W. Briggs 
Historian

properties have been reviewed and approved for 
Committee for Historic Sites of the State Park 
id this is certified by me.

ITTEST: /^^"wrence Stuart, Director 
C/^ate Liaison Officer

>ate

Keeper of Th^ National Register

FEB 171970

8. Robyville Bridge - C0 rinth, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18). Built 
in 1876, it crosses the Kenduskeag Stream. 

-9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built 

10. 

12. 

in 1868 it crosses the Ellis River. 

Lowe's Bridge - Routes 15 and 16 Sangerville and Guilford, Piscataquis 
County (021) Maine (18). Built in 1857 it crosses the Piscataquis 
River. 

Mora~ Bridge - once located on Valley Avenue in Bangor over the 
WbtlddltC&g stream was dismantled in 1961. It has -since been re-assembled 
down stream at Coe Park. Bangor, Penobscot County (019) Maine (18). 
It is the largest covered bridge in Maine (212 feet in length)_and was 
built in 1882. 

Porter~Parsonfield Bridge - Porter, York County (631) and Parsonfield, 
Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built in 1858 it crosses the O~sipee 
·River. 

13. Sunday River Bridge - Newry, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built 
in 1872 it crosses the Sunday River. 

14. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003) Maine (18). 
Built in 1911 it crosses the Meduxnekeag Stream. 

We are most mindful of your need for original maps which should . 
accompany nomination forms. May we please take a liberty at this time 
in respect to maps for the locations of the above listed properties on 
these advance nominations. We have prepared the actual u.s.o.s. topo­
graphic maps. We wish to retain them in our files until the actual 
separate nominations for the properties are completed for your review and/or 
not approval. We are then making Xerox copies of our maps which are enclosed 
for each property location. The original maps will accompany the actual 
nomination forms at a later date. 

Thank you. 

I hereby 'certify that this property is included in the 

FEB 16 197D 

FEB 

Sincerely, d · 

J,;t, jY Ph~ 
t:J' ;ohn W. Briggs 

Historian · 

?roperties have been reviewed and approved for 
:Jommittee for Historic Sites of the State Park 
1d this is certified by me. 

- -- 't:31,, '-Yf,,C-n, '-' v- A C:t-cL 
r~wrence Stuart, Director 

,_/State Liaison Officer 



Mr. Robert S, Gamble 
Page 2
January 13> 1970

6. Bennett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (01?) crosses the 
Magallowav River 1 lA miles south of Wilson Mils and 5 1/2 miles north 
of Wentworth Location, New HampshireT The bridge is on a country road 1/8 
of a mile due west from Route 16.

7. Hemlock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses 
the Saco River 6 miles northeast of Frvfiburg proper, at the mid point the 
third~mile of a 6 mile country road which lies between U. S. Route 302 and 
Maine Route
8. Hobyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) crosses the Ken- 
du^eag River 2 1/2^miles northwest of Kendu^eag Village. It is located
on a country road which lies between Maine Route 15 and Maine Route 222. 
This bridge is 6 miles northwest of Bangor.

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017), This bridge
crosses the En i s River at South Andover which is three miles south of 
Andover and S~T/2 miles northwest of Rumford Point. It lies on a short 
cross road hetweeu Maine Route ^ and a country road which connects Andover
with Huml'ord Point.

10. Lowe's Bridge - Route 1*3 and 16 Sangervllle and Guilford. Piscataquis 
CoTinty (201). This bridge crosses the Piscataquis River U 1/U miles west 
of DovaT»-Ti’nyc-pnft. proper, and 2^ miles due north of Newport, Maine.

11. e Bridge - Bangor, Penobscot County (019) today lies on a new site 
sTfew yards downstreairTfrom its original location on the Kenduskeag 

River within the city limits of Bangor, Maine, a Valley Avenue.

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge, Porter, York County (031). This bridge 
crosses the Ossipee River 1/2 mile southwest of Porter Village proper. 
This point in Maine is located some 35 miles W.N.VJ. of Portland, Ifeine.

13. Sunday River - Newry. Oxford Coxinty (017). This bridge crosses the 
Sunday River on a road which is now closed. A country road leads by this 
bridge and continues up the Sunday River for 6 miles. This road leaves 
U. S. Route 2 five miles north of Bethel, Maine.

1U. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton. Aroostook County (003). This 
bridge crosses the MfirfiiynakRaiy Stream 1 mile due west of the border between 
Maine U. S. and Ne^Bruns^ck. Canada. It is at a point two miles off arid
east of .U. S. Route 1 nine miles due north of Houlton, Maine.

We are enclosing an official Highway map of Maine. On this map we 
have designated the location of the 1U advance nominations named above.

--··----·- -- Mr. Robert S. Gamble 
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-Bennett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (017) crosses the 
allowa R"ver 1 1/4 miles south of Wilso and 5 1/2 miles north 

o Wentworth Location, ew mpshire. The bridge is on a country road 1/8 
of a mile due west from Route 16. 

7. Hemlock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses 
the Saco River 6 miles northeast of Fryeburg proper, at the mid point the 
third mile of a 6 mile country road which lies between U.S. Route 302 and 
Maine Route 5. 

8. Robyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) crosses the Ken­
duskeag River 2 1/2 miles northwest of Kenduskeag Village. It is located 
on a country road which lies between Maine Route 15 and J1aine Route 222. 
This bridge -is 6 miles northwest of Bangor. 

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017), This bridge 
crosses the Ellis River at South Andover which is three miles south of 
Andover and 6 1/2 miles northwest of Ib.lmford Point. It lies on a short 
cross road between Mai and a count road which connects Andover 
with or Point. -
10. Lowe's Bridge - Route 15 and 16 Sangerville and Guilfo:rch_ Piscataquis 
County (201). This bridge crosses the Piscataquis River 4 1/4 miles west 
of Dover-Foxcrpfi proper, and 25 miles due north of Newport, Maine. -

l 11. MQJ:se Bridge - Ba_ngor, Penobscot County (019) today lies on a new site 
billy a few yards downstream-r-rom its original location on the Kenduskeag 
River within the city limits of Bangor, l1aine, a Valley Av~~ue. 

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge, Porter, York County (031). This bridge 
crosses the Ossi ee River 1/2 mile southwest of Porter Villa e ro er. 
This point in Maine is located some 3 miles W .N .·w. of Portland, Maine. 

13. Sunday River -..N~wry, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses the 
Sunday River on a road which is now closed. A country road leads by this 
oridge and continues up the Sunday River for 6 miles. This road leaves 
U.S. Route 2 five miles north of Bethel, MP.ine. 

14. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003). This 
due west of the border between 

Maine U.S. and New :ronswick, Canada. It is at a point two miles off an 
east of .U.S. Route 1 nine miles due north of Houlton, Maine. 

We are enclosing an official Highway map of Maine. On this map we 
have designated the location of the 14 advance nominations named above. 



Lawrence Stuart
DIRECTOR

State Park & Recreation Commission
State office Building 

Augusta, Maine 04330

July 6, 1971
ABEA CODE 207 

289-3821

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
United States Dept, of Interior 
National Park Service
Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation 
80H9th Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

You have returned the nomination for the Morse Bridge in 
Bangor, Maine. The longitude coordinate as recorded in our 
nomination was indeed incorrect. The proper correction has been 
made and we are returning nomination. We have corrected our 
records accordingly.

Thank you.

Very truly yours.

John W. Briggs 
Historian

JWB/rhs
Enc.

KEEP MAINE SCENIC

LAWRENCE STUART 

DIRECTOR 

STATE PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 

State Office Building 

Augusta, Maine 04330 

July 6, 1971 

Keeper of the National Register 
United States Dept. of Interior 
National Park Service 
Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation 
80rl9th Street, N.w. 
Washington , D.c. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

You have returned the nomination for the Morse Bridge in 
Bangor, Maine. The longitude coordinate as recorded in our 
nomination was indeed incorrect. The proper correction has been 
made and we are returning nomination. We have corrected our 
records accordingly. 

Thank you. 

JWB/rhs 
Enc. 

V ry truly yo~rs, 

~~_;;p- · 
n W. Briggs 

Historian 

KEEP MAINE SCENIC 

AREA CODE 207 
289-3821 



March 28, 1983 

Mr.,. . Jerry L., Rogers, ~ssociate Director 
National Register Programs 
National Park Service 
u. s. Department of the Interior 
Washington, _D. c. 20240 

Dear Jerry: 

I regret to inform you that the wooden Morse Covered Bridge 

in Bangor, Penobscot County, Maine (~.R. 2/16/70) was destroyed . ' 

by arson '''bn Mardh ,26, '"''1983. Because th'e fire le"ft only,·, the ti!:~ ,,,~·wii• 

stone piers intact, I recommend that this structure be removed 

from the ijational Reg i ster of ijlstor~c Places. 

Sincerely, 

Earle G. Shettleworth, Jr. 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

EGS/slm . 
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MAINE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
55 CAPITOL STREET 

PAUL R. LEPAGE 

GOVERNOR 

J. Paul Loether 

National Register Chief 

National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 

1201 Eye Street, NW (2280) 

Washington , DC 20005 

Dear Chief Loether: 

65 STATE HOUSE STATION 
AUGUSTA. MAINE 

04333 

6 October 2015 

KIRK F. MOHNEY 

DIRECTOR 

On March 26, 1983 the Morse Covered Bridge In Bangor, Penobscot County, Maine (NR: 

70000060, listed 2/16/1970) was destroyed by arson. Because the fire left only the stone piers 

intact, I request that this structure be removed from the National Register of Historic Places. 

Sincerely, 

~ G,~ 
Christi A. Mitchell 

National Register Coordinator 

PHONE: (207) 287-2132 
FAX: (207) 287-233S 
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