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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

COMMON:

Morse Bridge

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

roe Park - Kenduskeag 5"treafn

CITY OR TOWN:

Rangnr 04401 (7nri ~District Hon.
COUNTY:
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP
(Check One)
e _— Public . L
I | District Q Building Public Acquisition;
N Site. Structure 1 Privote 1 In Process
1 Object | | Both | | Being Considered

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Agricultural I~I Government S| Park

| | Commercial I 1 Industrial I 1 Privote Residence
Educational 1 Military | | Religious

| | Entertainment I I Museum Q Scientific

City of Bangor

STREET AND NUMBER;

CITY OR TOWN:

Bangor

Penobscot County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN;

Bangor

DATE OF SURVEY;

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Maine

COUNTY:

Penobscot
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTR” NUMBER

William Hathaway)

STATUS ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC
I 1 Occupied ves:

1 Restricted
Unrestricted

3 No

1 Unoccupied
S Preservation work
in progress

K1 Transportation r~I Comments

Q Other (Specify)

Maine

Maine

I | County 1 Local



(Check One)

CONDITION 1 Excellent O Good Q Foir I | Deteriorated f~I Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
Altered 1 Unaltered H Moved Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old Morse Covered Bridget in Bangor, 212 feet in length, is the
longest such structure in Maine and the only covered bridge Iin the north-
eastern United States located within the limits of a city.

Today, through a five-year volunteer project, the old bridge has been
saved and preserved and is in us‘e as a”pedestrian crossing downstream from
its former site. Put to its present use in 1965, the Bridge has proven
to be a tremendous tourist attraction for bridge "collectors" and children
who have never seen one like it before.

The bridge almost met an untimely end when a new bridge was erected
to replace it. The covered bridge was moved downstream for use while its
successor was being built. It was considered a fire hazard to the new span
and the decision was made that it had to be moved again or demolished. At
this point, civic minded citizens in the Queen City began to raise necessary
funds, aided by contributions from individuals, organizations and the City
of Mangor herself. The city now maintains the bridge.

The roof of the bridge is all slate, mostly from London. The blocks
of granite in the pier and abutments number more than 300 and weigh two

to four tons. Its jtruss, unigue in its use of jron rods for sup”rt, was
d%sugned y Wi Il |,’J I-H)We. (é%e examp?e on continuation page?)-g
The Morse Bridge now occupies the central position in Coe Park, a

municipal park on both the East and West sides of Kenduskeag Stream in

the heart of Bangor. _
~Structurally, the bridge and abutments are sound. The cover, of boards
clipboards, and trim, are nearly all now restored.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian | CH 16th Century | | 18th Century | | 20th Century
“~  19th Century

r~I 15th Century 1ZI  17th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (U AppUctTble and Known) 1882
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 Education Q Political- - + r~I Urban Planning
I | Prehistoric H Engineering 1 Religion/Phi- 1 Other (Specity)
[ Historic -1 o, NG -los”phy. -
I | Agriculture 1 Invention Q Science
I 1 Architecture Q Landscape Q Sculpture
1 Art Architecture Q Social/Human-
r~I Commerce 1 Uiteroture
r~I Communicotions —1 Military 1 Theater
m Conservotion 1 Music g] Transportation

SJ*"ATEMENIT OF SIGNIFICANCE *

Bangor, the third largest city in Maine, is located on the west
side of the Penobscot River at the head of the tide, some 23 miles
from Penobscot) Bay on the Atlantic. The city is bisected by the Ken-
diiskeag Stream.

The nomination of the Morse Bridge should, in no way, develop an
overview of the City of Bangor's place in history. However, the Ken-
duskeag Stream, itself, played a primary role In the settlement of what
became Bangor, as it provided the power sites of a great many water
dBiven saw mills.

Bangor, of the 19th Century, was synonymous with lumber, for in the
I850's, Bangor was the leading lumber port in the world and later second
only to Chicago in the 1870's. Throughout the history of Bangor, many
bridges have spanned the Kenduskeag Stream, but now the'oldest remaining
is the Morse Bridge. . . _ "

A NtorseMCovered Bridge was first erected in 1882. Its, truss, unique
in its use of iron rods for support, was designed by Wi 1l iam Howe7~™
relative of the inventor of the sewing machine. The span was"at one time

known as the Bridge of Sighs—sheep were driven through it to the slaughter

house, bleating as If they sensed their fate. The bridge once served
horses and buggies, the trolly to Kenduskeag and cars and trucks, all
of which needed to use it to cross over a portion of Kenduskeag Stream
at its initial location by the Old Morse's Mill on Valley Avenue in
Bangor.

The present location of the span is said to be near one of the
underground tunnels used to help slaves escape during the Civil War era.
The Morse Bridge, by Its continuing existence, provides an association
with the past and the historic scene about the Kenduskeag Stream's
section of Bangor.



I"EFERgNCES : H
1. Newspaper Article, ) o .
Covered Bridge at Rancor is Maine's Longest, the Courier Gazette,
Rockland, Maine, August 24, 1969, pg. 31.
2. Newspaper Article, ]
Maine's Covered Bridges. No. 7 of a series, Portland Press Herald,
June 12, 1957, pg. II.
3. Sloane, Eric, American Barns and Cpyered Bridge”™. New York, Funk and
Wagnalls, 1954.
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NAME AND TITLE:

John W. Briggs. Historian

ORG ANI ZATION DATE
State Park and Recreation Commission lecember 24. 1969
STREET AND NUMBER;
State Office Ruilding
CITY OR TOWN: )
Maine
rrA"TATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIRCA | ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been .
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set yJ N H lf C I ( ad
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended CHiet, Office of Archeology.and Historic Pre”~ivafion
level of significance of this nomination is:

National LTI State [ Local SI

| hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Date

ATTEST:
Lawrence Stuart

Title nirector

Keeper of Th™ational Register

Date December 24, 1969 Date
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maine
national register of historic places couNTY
Penobscot
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER
y/). JP, Isr>
COMMON: Morse Rridoe
AND/OR HISTORIC:
1-
u STREET AND NUMBER:
Hog Park " Kenduskeaa .Straam
CITY OR TOWN:
tc Banqor 04401 (2nd District Hon. William D. Hathawav)
STATE: copDE COUNTY:
Mai ne 23 Penobscot
MAP REFERmce
U. S. G. S. Bangor Quadrangle. 15 mi
1-62500 /CnV
1955 Tn

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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Prgpertles added to the Efational Register of Historical Places

MAIHE

Montpelier
Eagle Island
8ongo Lock
Pophem Colony
Babb's Bridge
Bennett Bridge
Hemlock Bridge
Rdbyvlllo Bridge
Lovejoy Bridge
Lowe's Bridge

Bridge
itorter-PalgsonfieId Bridge
Sunday River Bridge
Watson Settlement Bridge

Knox County, Maine
Cumberland County, Maine
Cumberland County, Maine
Sagadahoc Covinty, Maine '
Cumberland County, Maine
Oxford County, Maine
Oxford Cotmty, Maine
Penobscot Coxmty, l'iaine
Oxford Cotmty, l4aine
Plscateqtiis County, Maine
Penobscot County, Maine

York County and Oxford County, Maine

Oxford County
Aroostook County, Maine

/(f



8. Eobyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (01?) Maine (18). Built
in 1876, it crosses the Kenduskeag Stream.

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (01?) Maine (18). Built
in 1868 1t crosses the Ellis River.

10. Lowe's Bridge - Routes 1" and 16 San%er\_/ille and Guilford, Piscataquis
County (021) Maine (18). Built in 187 1t crosses the Piscataquis

River.

11. Morse Bridge - once located on Valley Avenue in Bangor over the
stream was dismantled in 1961. It has since been re-assembled
down stream at Coe Park. Bangor, Penobscot County (019? Maine (18).
tl)t ils thellg%rzqest covered bridge in Maine (212 feet in length) and was
uilt in .

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge - Porter, York County (03l) and Parsonfield,
Oxford Coimty (017) Maine (18). Built in 1858 i1t crosses the Ossipee

River.

13» Sunday River Bridge - Newry, Oxford County (017) Maine (18). Built
in 1872 i1t crosses the Sunday River.

1U. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton, Aroostook County (003) Maine (18).
Built in 1911 it crosses the Meduxnekeag Stream.

We are most mindful of your need for original maps which should .
accompany nomination forms. May we please take a liberty at this time
in respect to maps for the locations of the above listed properties on
these advance nominations. We have prepared the actual U.S.G.S. topo-
graphic maps. We wish to retain them in our files until the actual
separate nominations for the properties are completed for your review and/or
not approval. We are then making Xerox copies of our maps which are enclosed
for each property location. The original maps will accompany the actual

nomination forms at a later date.
Thank you.

incerely

John W. Briggs

Historian
| hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

properties have been reviewed and approved for
Committee for Historic Sites of the State Park

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preaen . Lt Lo
id this is certified by me.

FEB 161970

) [M"wrence Stuart, Director
ITTEST: C/~ate Liaison Officer

Keeper of Th” National Register

FEB 171970

>ate



Mr. Robert S, Gamble
Page 2
January 13> 1970

6. Bennett Bridge - Lincoln Plantation, Oxford County (01?) crosses the
Magallowav River I 1A miles south of Wilson Mils and 5 1/2 miles north
of Wentworth Location, New HampshireT The bridge is on a country road 1/8

of a mile due west from Route 16.

7. Hemlock Bridge - Fryeburg, Oxford County (017). This bridge crosses
the Saco River 6 miles northeast of Frvfiburg proper, at the mid point the
third~mile of a 6 mile country road which lies between U. S. Route 302 and
Maine Route

8. Hobyville Bridge - Corinth, Penobscot County (019) crosses the Ken-
du”eag River 2 1/2"miles northwest of Kendu®eag Village. It is located
on a country road which lies between Maine Route 15 and Maine Route 222.
This bridge is 6 miles northwest of Bangor.

9. Lovejoy Bridge - South Andover, Oxford County (017), This bridge
crosses the Enis River at South Andover which is three miles south of
Andover and S~T/2 miles northwest of Rumford Point. 1t lies on a short
cross road hetweeu Maine Route ~ and a country road which connects Andover
with Huml'ord Point.

10. Lowe's Bridge - Route 13 and 16 Sangervllle and Guilford. Piscataquis
CoTinty (201). This bridge crosses the Piscataquis River U 1/U miles west

of DovaT»-Tinyc-pnft. proper, and 2" miles due north of Newport, Maine.

e Bridge - Bangor, Penobscot County (019) today lies on a new site
sTfew yards downstreairTfrom its original location on the Kenduskeag

River within the city limits of Bangor, Maine, a Valley Avenue.

12. Porter-Parsonfield Bridge, Porter, York County (031). This bridge

crosses the Ossipee River 1/2 mile southwest of Porter Village proper.
This point in Maine is located some 35 miles W.N.VJ. of Portland, Ifeine.

13. Sunday River - Newry. Oxford Coxinty (017). This bridge crosses the
Sunday River on a road which is now closed. A country road leads by this
bridge and continues up the Sunday River for 6 miles. This road leaves

U. S. Route 2 five miles north of Bethel, Maine.

1U. Watson Settlement Bridge - Littleton. Aroostook County (003). This

bridge crosses the MfirfiynakRaly Stream ! mile due west of the border between
Maine U. S. and Ne”Bruns”ck. Canada. It is at a point two miles off arid

east of .U. S. Route ! nine miles due north of Houlton, Maine.

We are enclosing an official Highway map of Maine. On this map we
have designated the location of the 1U advance nominations named above.



Lawrence Stuart

State Park & Recreation Commission
State office Building

Augusta, Maine 04330

July 6, 1971

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

United States Dept, of Interior

National Park Service

Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation
80H9th Street, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

You have returned the nomination for the Morse Bridge in
Bangor, Maine. The longitude coordinate as recorded in our
nomination was indeed incorrect. The proper correction has been
made and we are returning nomination. We have corrected our
records accordingly.

Thank you.
Very truly yours.
John W. Briggs
Historian
JWB/rhs

Enc.

KEEP MAINE SCENIC

ABEA CODE 207
289-3821
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Note tothe record

2015 - Correspondence related to removal











