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AREA FORM NO. 

B 132 

Town W a k e f i e l d 

Address Farm Road 

Historic Name Woodvil le School 

Use: Presait Sohnol 

Original St^liool 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1919 -1Q20 

Source I n s c r i p t i o n nn Rnilding-

Style Neo-Colonial (Dutch) 

Arciiitect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric R^j c.k 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) Ma.ior 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 1950 (interior) 

Ccxidition Good 

Moved NA Date 

Acreage 2.5- ^PT-PC, 

Setting Set back f rom road-new school 

t o s o u t h R u r r o u n d p d bv w i r P f p n p p . 

D ™ REFERENCE 19/331^50/^706880 

USGS QUADRANGLE Boston N o r t h , MA 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preserva t ion 
Associates  

Crganization Wakefie ld H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date March 1985 



NATICmL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Woodville School building i s a well preserved example of Neo-Dutch 
Colonial i n s t i t u t i o n a l architecture and represents local design for 
public schools i n Wakefield i n the 1920s- The building retains i n t e g r i t y 
of l o c ation, design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, fee l i n g and 
association, and meets C r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the lo c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coimiftinity. 

This i s a good example of Wakefield's public school building of the 
second decade of the 20th century, which includes the similar Montrose 
School. While t h i s i s Neo-Colonial i n the Dutch mode and the other Is 
Neo-Georgian, they are both symmetrical, of red brick and cast stone, 
and are detailed with oversized cast stone elements. The 2 story 
structure has a deep, 1 story center p a v i l i o n which i s dominated by 

; six long windows. I t i s flanked by two lower slate roofed elements, 
, one containing an entry porch. The parapets are stepped and are 

ornamented with diamond patterns picked out i n bri c k , and i n the 
central block the name, "Woodville School" i s inscribed i n cast stone. 

HISTORICAL SIC2JIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. . , . 

In 1700 the area now considered Wakefield had four schoolhouses, which 
served the Center, South, West and East D i s t r i c t s . By 1845 the East 
D i s t r i c t ' s school was called L i t t l e World, but t h i s name was changed 
to the more formal Woodville School by the School Committee i n 1857-
The picturesque nickname remained i n common usage for the area int o 
the twentieth century. 

The area was t h i n l y s e t t l e d , and populated p r i m a r i l y by farmers and 
shoemakers u n t i l twentieth century suburban development, which i n 
the main, followed the, Second 'World War. 

The present school building was constructed at a cost of $67,000 
in 1920. I t was closed In 1950, but reopened as a 7th and 8th 
grade f a c i l i t y thereafter. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Woodville School 

Wakefield MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000694 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N P„. 

iykCCE-9'Y RETURN REJECT 7 / ^ / ( f / DATE "onal flegleter 
( y. 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

ar c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
"materials 
'descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g significance t o the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception .,-
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be directed t o 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

IVIultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300 


