-7000012-}

Form 10 300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR cTATCI
(Ivly »W9) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mass. e
COUNTY!
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Suffolk

TTA T« cool COUNTVf
Mass. 325 Suffolk 025
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
TAT
rChccft Ono) OWNERSHIP S us TO THE PUBLIC
« Ditfrlel +  Building C5 Public Public Acqultllioni «  Occuplod Yoii
[3 S« n Stfueturr =  Privata Q In Precott A2 Unoccupied Rotlrictod
«  Ob(«e» + Both Q] Boing Cenildorod I | Protorvotion work Q Unrottrletod
in progroii * No

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

NAMI'
COMMON:

Fort Independence
ANO/OR MISTORICI
The Castle, Castle William, Castle William & Mary, Fort William
L"5CATroN CGN<3. BISfftICT 9

STREET ANO NUMBER!

Castle Island (Eastern end of Gardner Vdy)

CITY OR TOWNI

Boston (South)

PRESENT USE (Cheek One or More at Appraptimie)

I | Agriculturol I | Govornmont B Pork | | Tronsportotion 1 1 Comments
1 1Commerciol * Industrial «  Privolo Rosldonc* « Other (Specify)

| 1 Educotionol *  Militory + Rollgious

1 1 Enfef tolnmenf I 1 Museum n SciontUic

OWNER OF PROPERTY
IOWNER'S N AME:

Commonweal th of Massachusetts (MetropolitanDistrict Conmi ssion)
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Inventory of thehistoric assets of the Commonweal th
DATE OF SURVEYI 1970 * Federal [3 Sfoto * County * Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RCCORDtI
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBERI
State House '
CITY OR TOWNI ' ~ « TATE! CODE

Boston . ' Mass. uz2s

01

u)

hh
Hi

No O

N O3 ° &N



|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Encellent . Good Q Foir A Deteriorated D Ruins [Z] Unexposed
CONDITION )
CCfieck One; rCheck One;
n Altered Q Unaltered n Moved pg Orlgir.al Site
DESCRIsr. THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (Il known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In thespring of 1634, John Wnthrop visited Castle Island and decided t{onake
It theprimary defensive fortification of thecolonial settlement. A ijajor
factor i nwinthrop's decision was thelsland' s strategic location. Between
Castle Island, located less than three mles east of Boston, and Governor's
I'sland, approximately 3/4 mles north of Castle Island, laythemin ship
channel into Boston Harbor. Since passage between Castle Island and t he
mainland tothesouth was impractical, and passage north of Governor's Islanc
was impossible for ships of substantial tonnage, Castle Island was the natural
location for defenses against naval attack.

The colonists set up thier first battery platforms i n1634, on a small Vjill
on thenortheast section of theisland. These were crude structures of wood
By 1643, these platforms were conplemented by a house which served as quarteijs
for a small garrison, as a powderhouse, and as an enpl acenent f or guns pro-
tecting thelower batteries. A new house, or castle, was built i n1659. The
location of Castle Island nade i textremely vulnereibletostorms from thenorth
and east, which kept any structures, and especiallythose of wood, i nconstar
need of repair. 1 n 1673, fire destroyed theeastle and a "small regul ar piec’e,
60" square or proportional" replaced it. By 1679, thefortress consisted of
thirty guns; seven of these were mounted i nthelower battery and twenty-thre
in thecastle, which again served both as barracks and pwwder house.

During theearly part of theeighteenth century. Castle Island received uw»
its first major overhaul. King Wlliamll1l,6 fearful of war with France,
directed hi s engineers t ooversee the . fortifications of thecolonies. Under
the direction of Colonel WIIliamWlfgang Romer and Capt. John Redknap, t he
old earth and wooden fortifications were demolished and a stone fortress was
thrown up. This rectangular structure, neuned Fort W Iliam, was heavily n
bastioned, with a connecting dem -bastion at itsnortheast corner. At the
northwest shore of thelsland a wharf and a block house were built, the latte
connected by a covered way tothemain fortress. Wen Fort WIliamwasj:oin-
pleted i n1705, i t coomanded over 100 guns and was considered t henost
impressive fort inBritish North America. Z

ne nmajor addition was nade t o Fort V/iilliam i n1741 when a batteryof
twenty forty-two pound guns was erected on t hesoutheast flank and called
«"Shirley's Battery" after Governor W lliamShirley, Fort WIlliamwas partialjly
destroyed by General Howe's forces when they evacuated Boston i nMarch, 1776,
but was cjuickly repaired by theprovincial forces.

At the begi nni ng of the ni neteenth centuryf thofedort””. gnvornr
yiJuiyd """ Ul [ UdGundG | GS t'ett Wliitalil Wg t-dlied

fortification, andcalled upon John Foncin t odesign a new stone fort. This
encl osed pentagon of five bastions - designed tohold fifty guns, magazines
and brick barracks - was conpleted by 1809.

By 1835, thefort was i n"such a ruinous and dilapidated" condition that
the Massachusetts Legislature petitioned Congress torepair it. Reconstructipn
began i n 1835, and by 1851 Fort Independence was rebuilt and garrisoned. | t
the nineteenth century structure, with sone additional work done i n1870-71,
which stands today. This one-tiered, brick and granite pentagon i s partly
I casenmated and earthen revetments topitsramparts. The Island itself under-
went significant changes beginning i n1891when a bridge and | ater a causeway] were
built connecting theFort totheminland. A series of filling operationsin(-
creased thesize of thelsland and attached i tt othemainland.
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century, a conpletelynew bastioned fort of masonry was built at t heexpress
direction of King Wlliam who feared an attack on t hecolonies by t heFrench
fleet. The new fort was named Fort W lliam and, with over one hundred guns,

was t henost inmpressivefortification inBritish North America. Governor
Shirley sought refuge at this third fort during theinmpressment riots of
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In 1798, Massachusetts ceded theisland fortress totheUnited States,
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Reconstruction began i n 1836 and was substantially conpleted by 1851 whent ho
was garrisoned once again.- During theCivil War, several
wat ch at theFort for Confederate ships. Oliver Wendell Hol ne*'!and
Charles Francis Adanms areonly two of t heMassachusetts notabl es who wal ked
parapets of Fort Independence before leaving for service with the Union
. Though Fort Independence saw sone activity during World Wars | and
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NAME AND TITLE:

\ Richard W. Hale, Jr ., Acting Chairman

ORGANI ZATION
M assachusetts Historical
STREET AND NUMBER:
Office of the Secretary,
CITY OR TOWN;
Boston
[n. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION

Commission

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I1"aw
89-665). | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Rccister and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level o dgnificance d this nhamination !e!

National (3 ' . :Local Q
Nil he
Title

Date

Military Affairs.

State House

i nNew

ed. Boston 1854, 5 vols.

New Yor k, Chas. Scribners &

of t he MIBPachusettfl Bav.

Class V. Vol .1, 1794-1818.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF APROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

LATITUDE LONCI TUOE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minvtes Seconds
0} . e
BOUNOARICS

COUNTY CODE

COUNTYI CODE

COUNTYI COOF.

COUNTVI CODE

DATE
April 23, 1971
L]

STATE CODE

M ass.

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

1 hereby certify that this property is Included In the
National Regiater.

CMol, Office of Archeology «ncf Hiotoric Preaerralion

Dittfl

AttkSt!

Keeper of The Nallonal Regiater

Date

169a- 11' f1 0,



Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Fort Independence Suffolk County, 70000921
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X Photographs

USGSMap
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(-,...MILHi Frirh Inr*oppriflonoco

ANf "OR HISTORIC: The CaSt I e,

2. LOCATION
STREET ANO NUM BERI

Castle Island (Eastern end of Gardner Way)
CITY OR TOWNI

Castle William Castle Wlliam & Mary;
CONG. DISTRICT 9

«TATE
Mass <

COUNTY
Suffolk

FOR NPS USE ONLY
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Fort W lliam

CODE

025
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COUNTY

SuffoDc

POk NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

CODE

02b

Boston (South)
ITATEI CODE COUNTYI

M ass. ' 025 Suffolk

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE:
U.S.G.S. Boston, South Mass.
SCALEI 1:24,000
1956
REQUIREMENTS
T0 BK INCLUDED ON ALU MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude ond longitude reference.
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(Type all entries < attach to or enc/ose with photograph)
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STATE: cODE COUN TY:
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PHOIO RuFEREINCE . ‘ o
AOOGHEHIT Mass. Mctropolltan District Conmmi ssion
DATE OF PHOTO: 1954
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Aerial View
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40 beacon S'eet Noitrm. . yaMao’uielti OS0S
v 727-8470

Novenber 1, 1973

Ms. Sally Marusin ..
Publications Branch . N
National Register of Historic Places -
National Park Service . > e e
Department of thelnterior "SX.'-" e A
18th and C Streets, NW ' ¥ e
Washi ngton, DC 20240 ' '

Dear Ms. Marusin: o> ' .

Encl osed i st hecopy you requested of our National Register nomnation for
Fort Independence, Castle Island, Boston.

Foster's Block, Worcester, i sno longer listed i n thesumary of National
Regi ster properties as published i ntheFederal Register. Qur files indi-
cate that thebuilding was denolished in August of 1972.

Sincerely,

PollerM. Rettig
Hi stori an \
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion * »

pnr
End.



NOTIFICATION OF GRAr J-AID ACTION

I STATE APPIICAIION IDINTIFIIR 2. (licHend il Jiir iinr. hy Sair il
74070490

3. GRANIOR: ri fidpral cijency
Department of the Interior

b. Orfjvirrzolioo'jl unit

National Park Service

C. Adri.irjistArinij office (I tiiintc
Division of Grants
(2) AdJrosj - Sifeel or PO Box City
18th and C Streets, .Washington
4. ftDEPAlI AGENCY GRANT HIiENTIFIER: 0. Code

25-75-00175-00

C Rrpee Project work will include thermal and nois
installation of doors and windows.

s GANIEE 0. Nom¢
Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. Dir

b. Address —Street or P.O. Bex City
40 Beacon Street Boston
6. GRANTEE TYFE (Check only the single most applicable box)
o. Stote b. Imter- c. County d. City e. School f. Speciol
uote district unit
[ ] L] L] L ] [ ]
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTJON DATE 9. EFFECTIVE
Yeor Month Day Year V.onth Doy Year

A 10 18 A1 11 10 B

11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as opply to this action)

infannulioii iiviiitiiin

Store

n.c.

ayrncy)

Zip Code

20240

Commission

., Massachusetts Historical/

g. Cr-TirT,jn-ty
oc*<on
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11 1 10
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gront gront grant
(identify agency in item 16) (I) Increose in (2 Decrease ;3; Concel'otion
durotion duiaiion
S D L] L] L[] °
12. AMOUNT Of CONTRIBUTION
o. Federol-(I) bosk (2) Supplementol b. Stole C. Loco!
*
51.200 :L W8»80.0* $
13. CATAIOG OF FEDERAL DOT™ISJE ASSISTANCE fCir Vi N..'rrlier
PROGRAM 0/"one. clarify  in ifcii 161
U. AUTHORIZATION
o. Federol Budget Accounts nPSBAT OAA4O- |)
b. Public lows PI Title Sec PL Title
C. US. Code 16 U.S.C. 20O
IS FACILITY LOCATION: (Fur ftnilily ijniul urfink.s iiiily)
a Cy Castle Island, Boston b. County

16. REMARKS
«Metropolitan District Commission

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomar. 523(139)-5054

Zip Code

02108
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$
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Title Se.

STANDARD FORM 2:
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