


Washington Park Historic District (Boundary Increase) Albany County, New York

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)
[X] private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-local [ ]district 23 1 buildings
[ ] public-State [ ]site sites
[ ] public-Federal [ ]structure structures
[ ] object objects
23 1 TOTAL
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register
N/A N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

(enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/ single dwellings DOMESTIC/ single dwellings
DOMESTIC/ garage — carriage house DOMESTIC/ garage

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/ animal facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
LATE VICTORIAN/ Italianate, Romanesque foundation Various
LATE 19" and EARY 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/ walls Brick & Clapboard

Classical Revival, Renaissance Revival, Classical Revival

roof Various

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Name of Property County and State
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance:
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing.)
Architecture

[ TA  Property associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns

of our history.
[ 1B  Property is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.
[X]C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or that

represents the work of a master, or possesses Period of Significance:

high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack 1844 - 1914

individual distinction.

[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information Significant Dates:
important in prehistory or history.

1844
Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all boxes that apply.)
[ JA owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes. Significant Person:
[ 1B  removed from its original location N/A

[ 1C abirthplace or grave

[ 1D acemetery

Cultural Affiliation:
[ JE areconstructed building, object, or structure

N/A
[ IF acommemorative property
[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder:
within the past 50 years
various

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
[ 1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) [ ] State Historic Preservation Office
has been requested.

[ 1 previously listed in the National Register [ 1 Other State agency
[ 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register [ 1 Federal Agency
[ 1 designated a National Historic Landmark [ 1 Local Government
[ 1 recorded by historic American Building Survey [ 1 University

# [ 1 Other repository:

[ 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1.46 Acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 |118] |6/0[0[9[8[1] [4]7]2]3]|6]3|7] K TR I < I I I
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 [1]18] 16|0[11118]3] 14[7]2]3]4|9]|5| T 1 1< I A I I

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Daniel McEneny

organization NYSHPO date Aug 30,2014
street & number PO BOX 189 telephone _518-237-8643

city or town Waterford state _ NY zip code _12188

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner (Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20503
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Washington Park Historic District (Boundary Increase): Description

Located in Albany, New York, the Washington Park Historic District was listed on the National Register
of Historic Places in 1972. Sited to the west of the city’s downtown, the district is largely bounded by State
Street to the north, Willet Street to the east, Madison Avenue to the south, and South Lake Avenue to the west.
At the time of the district’s listing, the nomination’s methodology evaluated the 81 acre Washington Park, its
landscape features, and only those historic buildings that border the park. These buildings are largely composed
of 224 two to three story richly designed row houses, constructed predominately between the 1860s to the first
decades of the 20™ century.

Several historic districts are contiguous to or branch off of the Washington Park Historic District. These
include both listed and/or eligible National Register historic districts. Contiguous and to the east of the
Washington Park Historic District is the large Center Square/ Hudson-Park Historic District, which was listed
on the register in 1980. Running along the northern boundary of the Washington Park and Center Square/
Hudson-Park districts is the National Register eligible Townsend Park/ Washington Avenue Historic District.'
To the west, the Elberon Triangle Historic District extends to the northwest, the Upper Madison Avenue
Historic District extends to the west and the South Lake Historic District extends off of the southwest of the
park.”> The Knox Street Historic District extends off of the southeast of the park and was listed on the National
Register in 2008.

The evaluation of the proposed boundary increase included a thorough study of all of the boundaries of
the existing Washington Park Historic District, as well as the boundaries of the contiguous portions of adjacent
historic districts. It was determined that the 23 buildings proposed for listing in the boundary increase retain the
requisite level of architectural integrity for listing on the register and that their development is most
appropriately linked to the historic context of the Washington Park Historic District. The expansion
additionally creates a contiguous boundary between Washington Park and the eligible Townsend Park/
Washington Avenue Historic District.

' The Townsend Park and Lower Washington Avenue Historic Districts were separately determined eligible by the National Park
Service in 1980 at the request of Albany Urban Renewal Agency. As two eligible contiguous historic districts, their eligibility has
been merged by the NYSHPO into the Townsend Park / Washington Avenue Historic District (TPWA HD), as the two areas share a
similar and largely commercial pattern of development and together more appropriately meet the criteria for listing.

? Washington Park, Center Square/ Hudson Park, Elberon Triangle, South Lake, the Upper Madison Historic Districts are additionally
locally designated landmark districts and overseen by the city’s Historic Resource Commission.
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The following list characterizes each street in the proposed expansion and explains its relationship to the
previously listed district

Henry Johnson Boulevard (formerly North Knox Street & Northern Boulevard)®
Henry Johnson Boulevard is Washington Park’s point of entry located on the northern boundary to the east. The
boulevard serves as an important artery that connects the park to Washington Avenue. This entry is one of the
park’s most traversed for visitors entering by car and terminates within the park at the Soldiers and Sailors
Monument, one of the park’s most significant landscape features. The street is lined with maturing deciduous
trees and non-historic curbing and sidewalks. The large apartment building located at 399 State Street forms
Henry Johnson’s streetscape between State and Spring Street. Properties being added to Washington Park
Historic District are located on the west side of the Henry Johnson between State Street and Washington
Avenue.® This row is composed of 6 brick buildings and 1 wood building, each dating from 1844 to 1914.

5 Henry Johnson Blvd. — Constructed 1870-75 — Three story — Three bay — Side hall row house — Flat roof —
Brick. Wide and bracketed Italianate cornice. 1* and 2™ paneled oriel bay window topped with bracketed
cornice. Scrolled wood lintels. One-over-one wood sash. Short, four step stone stood with iron railings

7 Henry Johnson Blvd. — Constructed 1895 — Three story on raised basement — Three bay — Side hall row
house— Flat roof — Face brick and rough cut stone foundation at garden level. Simple projecting cornice with
scrolled modillions and egg and dart band. Three brick, diamond-shaped vents in frieze. Three widows on 3™
floor. 2™ story oriel window includes bands of fretwork, egg and dart, diamond-shaped panels. Single window
above entry. Paired 1% floor window adjacent to front door. All windows one-over-one sash of unknown
material. Eight step stone stoop and iron railings.

9 & 11 Henry Johnson Blvd — Constructed 1914 — Three story on raised basement — Two bays — Side hall row
houses— Flat roof with raised parapet — Brick. Neoclassical splayed brick lintels with keystones above two third
floor windows. 2" story oriel bay. Paired windows adjacent to entry on 1% story. Six-over-one wood sash.
Seven step marble stoops and drip course. Iron railings.

13 Henry Johnson Blvd. - Previously listed in the original Washington Park HD. Carriage House for 411 State
Street. Not included in boundary increase resource count.

15 Henry Johnson Blvd — Constructed 1844-45 — Two story — Two bays — Side Hall — Flat roof — Wood
clapboard. Modillion cornice and paneled fascia. Large c.1900 oriel bay with denitilled details. Dentils
repeated in nd story window lintel above entry. Windows appear to be older, but obscured by storm windows.
Short, three step stoop.

*In 1991, Northern Boulevard, was renamed Henry Johnson Boulevard in honor of Henry Lincoln Johnson (1891-1929), an African
American WWI veteran who was awarded Purple Heart posthumously.
* The commercial properties located on the corner of Henry Johnson and Washington are contributing buildings in the TPWA HD.
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17 Henry Johnson Blvd. — Constructed 1892-95 — Two stories on raised basement - Two bays — Side hall row
house- Flat roof — Brick and rough cut stone at garden level. Raised parapet with square cut outs. 2™ story
oriel bay window — First floor paired arched window and the entry set in stone voussoirs. Two-over-two sash of
unknown material - Nine step stone stoop with iron railings.

Sprague Place
Sprague Place is Washington Park’s point of entry located midway on the park’s northern boundary between

State Street and Washington Avenue. The western portion of the streetscape is formed by a brick fence that
enclosed the former gardens (now parking) for the McKim Mead and White designed Benjamin Arnold House
(1902-04) at 465 State Street.” Sprague Place’s eastern streetscape and the buildings being added to the district,
are five rough-cut sandstone row houses dating from 1888. Curbing and sidewalks are non-historic and recent
tree plantings are of the deciduous variety.

1 Sprague PI. — Constructed 1888 — Three Story — Two bays wide on Spring Street with four large bays
extending on Washington Avenue — Apartment building with principal entry on Spring — Flat roof — Rough-cut
sandstone on Spring & brick on Washington. Dentilled wood cornice wraps principal and secondary elevation.
Boxed bay extends off the corner of the building. Bay capped with a pediment and adorned with brackets,
dentils and fan. Paired windows located in bay. Spring Street elevations contains two bays of one-over-one
sash and side hall entry with round arch with stone voussoir. Short, three step stone stoop. Washington Avenue
four bay elevation contains — from left to right — paired one-over-one sash with stone lintels and sills, oriel bay
with wood trim and topped with a pediment on floors two and three, and one-over-one sash with stone lintels
and sills in bays three and four. An at grade secondary entrance is located below the bay on Washington. All
windows appear to be wood replacements.

2 Sprague Pl. — Constructed c.1889 — Three stories on a raided basement — Two bays wide — Side hall row house
— Flat roof — Rough cut sandstone. Dentilled wood cornice with offset pediment parapet. Oriel bay covered in
synthetic material on floors one and two. Windows are a combination of synthetic throughout of varying
configurations. Entry set in round arch with stone voussoir. Two windows at garden level. Eight step stone
stoop with iron railings.

3 Sprague P1. — Constructed c¢.1889 — Three stories on a raised basement — Two bays wide — Side hall row
house — Flat roof — Rough-cut sandstone. Projecting wood cornice with wide spaced dentils. Three story boxed
bay with panels and twelve-over-one wood sash. One-over-one wood sash on floors two and three over entry.
Entry set in round arch with stone voussoir. Non-historic tripartite window at garden level. Eight step stone
stoop with iron railings.

4 & 5 Sprague Pl. — Constructed ¢.1890 - Two stories on a raised basement — Two bays wide - Side hall row
houses— Flat roof - Rough-cut sandstone. Dentilled wood cornice with offset pediment parapet. Tripartite oriel

> In addition to being listed as a contributing resource in the Washington Park Historic District, the Benjamin Arnold House was listed
individually on the on the National Register in 1982. Based on the parcel layout, the house, fence, and parking lot are listed.
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window capped with a pediment. 5 Sprague contains a first floor tripartite window and 4 Sprague contains a
large double hung. Entries set in round arches with stone voussoir. Paired windows at the garden level. One-
over-one wood sash. Eight step stone stoop and iron railing.

Spring Street
Spring Street is located parallel to State Street to the south and Washington Avenue to the north. The one-way

street operates in an eastern direction, beginning within the Center Square/ Hudson-Park Historic District at
Dove Street, and terminating at Henry Johnson Boulevard.® It is a narrow street that retains the feeling of an
urban service road or alley. The portion of Spring Street being added to the Washington Park Historic District
begins midblock at 74 and 77 Spring Street, which are those properties located behind those properties
previously listed on State Street.” Spring includes smaller scale residences compared to those that face park,
many of which are former stables and carriage houses. The street is lined with mature deciduous trees and the
sidewalks and curbing are a later installation.

74 Spring St. — Constructed c.1870 — Two story — Three bays wide — Side hall — Flat roof - Wood clapboard.
Italianate bracketed cornice and elaborate wood trim frieze. Two-over-two wood sash. Simple window and
door wood trim. Entry nearly at grade.

76 Spring St. - Constructed ¢.1885 — Two story — Three bays wide — Side hall — Flat roof - Composite siding
over brick. Wood pediment awning over entry. Scrolling modillions and grills in frieze. Two-over-two wood
sash covered by aluminum storms. Short, four step stoop

77 Spring St. — Constructed 1908 - Two story — Three bays wide — Side hall with garage door — Flat roof - Brick
with bonded segmental arches above windows & front door. Simple cornice with three grill windows sited in
the frieze. One-over-one windows of unknown material. Short, four step stoop. Recent rehabilitation includes
new garage door with divided light transoms.

78 Spring St. - Constructed 1838 — Two story — Three bays wide — Side hall — Peaked roof - Brick. Companion
building to 80 Spring Street. Six-over six wood sash on the 2" floor and six-over-one wood windows on the 1
floor. Stone lintels and sills. Entry nearly at grade

79 Spring St. — Constructed 1874 — Two story — Three bays wide — Side hall — Flat roof - Aluminum sided over
brick. Simple Italianate cornice. Windows appear to be two-over-two covered by aluminum storms. Entry
nearly at grade.

80 Spring St. - Constructed 1838 — Two story — Three bays wide — Side hall — Peaked roof - Painted brick.
Companion building to 78 Spring Street. Simple metal cornice. Six-over six wood sash. Stone lintels and sills.
Entry nearly at grade.

% Spring Street picks again after several blocks to the west of Washington Park.
" The lower numbered addresses on Spring Street are located in the Center Square/ Hudson-Park Historic District.



NPS Form 10-900a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Washington Park Historic District (Boundary Increase)
Name of Property
Section _7___Page __5 Albany, New York

County and State

81 Spring St. — Constructed 1885-90 — Former stable. Two Story - Three bays wide- Side hall with two non-
historic garage bays with the entry to the right — Pent roof - Brick. Dentilled corniced. One-over-one non-
historic windows set in bonded brick segmental arches windows. Entry nearly at grade. Recently rehabilitated
with removable, period inappropriate details.

82 Spring St. — Parking Lot
83 Spring St. — Constructed 1852-54 — Two Story — Irregularly fenestration roughly three bays wide - Side hall —
Flat Roof - Brick veneer ¢.1940. Plain cornice. Six-over-one replacement windows. Windows & doors capped

with on end stretcher faced lintels. Short, three step stoop.

87 & 89 Spring St. — Constructed ¢.1910 — One Story — One bay — Stables/ Garages — Brick. Simple cornices.
Large headers support wide entry bays

90 Spring St. - One story, two car garage. Concrete block construction. Cedar shake fagcade. Not contributing.

92 Spring St. - Parking Lot

95 Spring St. — The Huyck Stable. Constructed 1901 — Two story — Three bays wide with centered stable doors
and side hall entry — Flat roof - Brick. Possibly Marcus T. Reynolds designed Renaissance Revival stable.
Projecting cornice with scrolled modillions decorated with drop finals. Egg & dart frieze. Secondary projecting
modillions over stable doors. Doors set in large brownstone flat arch. Windows set into deep brick roman
arches. Six-over-six wood sash. Entry nearly at grade.

99 Spring St. — Constructed ¢.1895. Two story — Three bays wide — Modified ground floor fenestration ¢.1910 -
Flat roof - Brick. Former stable. Simple projecting cornice. Brick frieze and belt courses. Paired early
replacement windows. 2" floor one-over-one sash set in segmental arches. Modified ground floor includes —
front left to right — Metal entry door and transom set beneath a flat lintel, centrally placed former stable entry
now filled with brick and paired windows, and third bay contains paired window set below flat lintel. 1% floor
windows are six-over-six steel sash. Entry at grade. Now internally connected to 260 Washington Avenue.
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Statement of Significance:

The purpose of the Washington Park Historic District (Boundary Increase) is to expand the boundary of the
district to include historic buildings that were left out of the 1972 listing. Like many National Register historic
districts that were listed in the early years of the program, the boundary of the Washington Park Historic District
was drawn conservatively and included only those properties that faced the park. After a more thorough study of
the area, this proposal seeks to correct the northern boundary of the historic district by including those properties
that developed at the park’s northeast points of entry and on Spring Street, a narrow street parallel to the north
edge of the district, which includes many of the secondary buildings (former stables and carriage houses) that
served the larger residences on State Street. The boundary increase adds 23 contributing buildings and 1
noncontributing garage to the existing district and the additional buildings contribute to the district’s
significance in the area of architecture.

Additionally absent from the original documentation of the Washington Park Historic District was a detailed
building list and the identification of a period of significance. A complete building list of the original
Washington Park Historic District will be filed with the National Park Service at the time of this boundary
increase report.® The period of significance for Washington Park and its boundary increase begins in 1838, the
date of the first building constructed, and concludes in 1914, the date of the last building constructed. A history
of Washington Park can be found in the 1972 National Register historic district nomination.

¥ The building list was completed using funding from the Certified Local Government program.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The Washington Park Historic District (Boundary Increase) adds two dis-contiguous pieces of land to the listed
district. A smaller piece includes five buildings on the east side of Sprague Place, a north-south point of entry
to the park off of the northern boundary. The larger portion includes land and buildings on Spring Street, a
service road that runs parallel to the northern boundary of the park at the eastside, and on Henry Johnson
Boulevard, as north-south point of entry at the northeast boundary of the park.

Boundary Justification

The boundary increase evaluated the entire boundary of the Washington Park Historic District. With the
exception of Sprague and Henry Johnson, all properties were either in adjacent historic districts, or in the case of
the New Scotland Avenue to the south, historic properties leading into the park have been demolished or have
lost architectural integrity. Properties on Sprague and Henry Johnson share a historic context similar to those
properties in the existing district and properties on Spring Street often included carriage houses, stables and
residences that served the larger residences facing the park.
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Additional Information

1892 - Map of Washington Park by William S. Egerton, Superintendent of Parks
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Post Card — Date unknown — Soldier’s & Sailors Monument at Henry Johnson point of entry to Washington
Park
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1892 Sanborn Insurance Map
Spring Street
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1934/1935 Sanborn Insurance Map
Spring Street — fully constructed
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NPS Form 10-900a
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section _11 Page _5

OMB No. 1024-0018

Washington Park Historic District (Boundary Increase)
Name of Property

Albany, New York
County and State

Photo List
Daniel McEneny, NYSHPO - Summer 2014

1 - 79-83 Spring Street (north side)

2 - 74-78 Spring Street

3 - 78-80 Spring — 1838 residences

4 - 87 & 89 Spring Street

5 - 95 (Huyck Stable) & 99 Spring Street
6 - 5-11 Henry Johnson Boulevard

7 - 15 Henry Johnson Boulevard

8 - Sprague Place at Washington Avenue
9 - 3-5 Sprague Place
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