
z 
0 

~ 

u 
::) 

0::: 

~ 

V\ 

z 

w 
w 
V\ 

Form 10-300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE: 

Arkansas 

1: 

COMMON: 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

/:":"\\ ': ''' ::::::::::::::::::::: ::}}:'' :'' : '': ' ' ':.:::: :': :>> :: '>>:::: >' ' '': ':'' ,, ',,, 

Absalom Fowler House 
ANDI OR HISTORIC: 

Magnolia 

Pulaski 
FOR N PS USE ONLY 

IT 

· -.. 
r~ If{. fV[0·-:.~72-

,, ,.,.,.,. : '"' :: 121'''' [ :(:: :): 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

502 East 7th Street 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Little Rock 
, STATE CODE COUNTY : CODE 

05 Pulaski 119 
,,,,, ,,,, , Eli ;, , 2 EJWE iliJill&ill&illillillillillilllliill.EM > 

~ Arkansas 
nJ:[¥~~:;::: u:;,JGA'T ( }}.:\}'::\}.::/':':'::' ':':':: 

rx> 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

0 District ~ Bui lding 

0 Site 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acqu isi tion: 

0 In Process 
~ 

D 

STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Restricted 
0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

!X] Private 

O Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

I PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appruv •are} 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence 

IXJ Educationa l 0 Military 0 Relig ious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

[OWNERS NAME: 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

[&] No 

0 Comments 

Roman Catholic Di9c:~s~ of Little Rock 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

2415 North Tyler 
[CiTY OR TOWN : STATE : CODE 

Arkansas 05 

COURTHOUSE , REGISTRY OF DEEDS , ETC: 

Pulaski County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE :ooE 

Little Rock 05 

n 
0 
c 
z 
-l 
-< 

IX\i'': 1'>:!'''1 
ITITLE OF SURVEY: 

~ 
~ 01 riD A-,T-E-O>F-S-UJR-tV~E:Y~.,--------------~0~Fe~dera,~I-~0 S~tate--~0~--Coun--ty--jl--L_o--ca---,~~~~ ~ 

.DEPOSITOR Y FOR SURVEY RECORDS: *"" ~ ] 
r.[S~T~R<~EE~T~A~N~D~N~U~M7.B~E~R~:~----------------------------------------------------------------~ ~ ~ 

~ n, 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE : 
~ ~ 

1-+-- ~ 
1-----1 ~ 

I~ 



0 Good IZJ Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) (Check On .. ) 

Qa Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved rn Original Site 

ENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Absalom Fowler House was probably begun late 
n 1839 and completed sometime in 1840 . Upon its com­

pletion Mr . Fowler named the house ttMagnolia" and 
planted a double row of magnolia trees from the front 
steps to the street . Apparently Mr . Fow~~~s his 
own architect as was typical of this day and time, 
however, he had some unusual ideas about the kind of 
house that he wanted and the appearance he wanted to 
achieve . The house strongly resembles the classic 
designs of Thomas Jefferson . 

The one story front portico is supported on 
fluted Ionic columns having a cornice of very well 
proportioned design including dentils . A balustrade 
rail tops the one story front portico having a sheaf 
design set between simple paneled square piers deco­
rated with small moldings . The front entrance has a 
wide single door with sidelights and a fan-shaped 
transom . Directly above is an identical doorway 
opening onto the open area atop the portico . Three 
windows, having double hung six lights sash, flank 
the doorway on either side on both the first and 
second floors . Originally they had louvered shutters . 
The entablature that completely surrounds the house 
is of unusual design with small scaled modillion 
blocks and an unusual double row of dentils alternate­
ly spaced directly above one another to form a small 
checkerboard pattern. The east side of the house h~d 
originally a small porte cochere with a balustrade 
rail and columns matching exactly the front portico . 
The moderately low hipped roof was originally crowned 
with a balustrade railing which also matched both the 
front portico and the east porte cochere . The rear 
ell-shaped piazza had a double set of eight Ionic 
style columns, one set superimposed over the other 
to form a two story gallery .~ The main house has four 
chimneys, one on either end o1 the main center sec­
tion of the house, the third at the end of the orig­
inal ell going to the southeast and the fourth at the 
end of the extended ell on the south end of the build­
ing . The two story kitchen building located west of 
the main structure separated by a distance of not more 
than eight feet was probably originally only a one 
story kitchen . This structure has a hip roof with an 
entablature treatment that resembles the main house, 
ho~v.er, it is e xecuted in offset ribbons of brick 
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with only a simple wood cornice. The kitchen build­
ing is presently connected to the main house by a 
small enclosed passageway, obviously not original, 
however. The ell to the southeast of the main house 
was built in two sections, the first part at the 
same time as the main central part of the house, 
however, at some later date the ell was extended to 
twice its original length. The joint in the brick­
work can be clearly seen as the coursing does not 
match perfectly, however, the cornice, gallery col­
umns and entablature do match the original exactly. 

Originally the house had six major rooms ar­
ranged in an ell shape with the entrance portico on 
the north, a porte cochere on the east and an ell­
shaped open piazza on the south and west sides of 
the ell. The very unusual front hall or gallery, 
as it might be called, stretches completely across 
the north front of the house. A beautifully pro­
portioned spiral staircase is at the east end of 
this gallery that is approximately nine and one-
half feet wide. This stairway makes a full three­
quarter turn beginning at the bottom and ending at 
the second floor. A simple but finely proportioned 
balustrade runs the entire length and at the half-
way point where the stairs no longer touch the out­
side curved wall a balustrade rail begins again to 
close in the outer side of the stairway, forming a 
balcony railing from the second floor. This stair­
way is built against a curved plaster wall which 
creates a blind window of the easternmost window on 
the north facade both on the first and second floors. 
The stair is open underneath and has twenty-one 
treads with twenty-two risers. The outer curved 
wall of the stair is decorated with a plaster relief 
design divided into twenty-five panels, each panel 
alternating four panels vertically in one section 
with the next section having three panels vertically. 
These panels are decorated with oval designs and ~ 
garlands of flowers in a very delicate, small scale, 
classical pattern. 
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A door separates this front gallery from the inner 
center hall on the second floor. However, it ap­
pears that a partition did not exist when the house 
was first built and originally formed a T-shaped 
hall on the second floor. A door in the south end 
of this center hall opens onto the upstairs ell­
shaped piazza. On the east wall of this center 
hall is a narrow staircase that goes to the attic, 
beginning at the south end of the center hall just 
inside the door to the piazza. At the top of this 
stair is another still more narrow staircase that 
leads to the flat upper portion of the roof that 
was originally surrounded by a balustrade railing. 
The two original large bedrooms upstairs still have 
their original wood mantels that match the basic 
design of the woodwork used throughout the original 
house. The two rooms in the or~ginal ell of the 
house upstairs have had the partition removed be­
tween them and is one large room presently. This 
room also has a wooden mantel with engaged fluted 
columns having Ionic capitals that match the col­
umns of the rear piazza. 

The present two story kitchen building loca­
ted just west of the piazza contains three rooms on 
the first floor and one large room on the second 
floor. It is believed that the kitchen has always 
been on the first floor and that servants' quarters 
were later located on the second floor. However, 
other outbuildings, no longer existing, were prob­
ably the original servants' quarters because the 
kitchen apparently was a one story building when 
the house was first built. 

This solid brick house is in basically sound 
condition. Because the alterations to the house 
are of a relatively minor nature, a restoration 
could be technically authentic as far as the main 
structure is concerned. And, because of the un­
usual, if not unique floor plan, and the interest­
ing arrangement of stairs, galleries, piazzas, 
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Absalom Fowler , the builder of "Magnolia," 
was an important figure in the early days of 
Arkansas . His life has been something of a 
mystery in the annals of the state because al ­
most nothing is known of his early life . It is 
not even known with certainty when he first 
arrived in Little Rock, the city where he was 
to make his fortune . 

It is known · that Fowler was practicing law 
in the territory in 1829 , for the Arkansas Gazette 
carried his professional card in its advertisements . 
It is tradition that Fowler had arriv.ed at the small 
settlement of Little Rock a year or two earlier , 
having come on foot and having arrived penniless . 
In 1834 Fowler married Elvira Boswell of Batesville . 
There were no children . 

By 1837, Absalom Fowler was prosperous enough 
to purchase a three acre tract of land from William 
Stevenson and several adjoining lots the following 
year . By this time Fowler had already served as 
delegate to the State Constitutional Convention o 
1836 and as a Representative from Pulaski County 
in the Territorial General Assembly of 1835 . He 
had also already run for Governor as a Whig but 
had been defeated by James s . Conway . The rising 
young lawyer was to serve two other terms in the 
legislature and to become the leader of the Whig 
party in Arkansas . 

"Magnolia" was built between 1838 and 1840 . 
Again, the records are uncertain . 

It is certain that Elvira . died in 1842 . On1y 
seven months later Absalom was remarried to Frances 



Arkans a s Gazette, July 8, 1829; June 11, 1859; December 
8, 1892; March 28, 1936 . 

Hallum, John . 
Arkansas. 

Biographical and Pictorial History of 
Albany: Weed, Parsons and Company, 1887 . 

Pulaski County Probate Court . The Will of Absalom 
Fowler. 

Degrees M i nutes Seconds 

4 4' 9 2 ° 15 . 48 • 8" 

ST A T E: 

STA TE: 

ST A T E: 

Staff 

Arkansas Hi s tori c Pre s ervation Pro am 
T R EET A N D N U MBER: 

1023 West Third Stree 

Littl 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic P reservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I h ereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Re~ister and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

for th by the National Park Servic e. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State D Local 1XJ 

N 

Title State Liaiso n Office r ---------------------------------

D ate 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Nationa 1 Register. 
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The next owner of the Fowler House was the 
Gracie family who lived in it until 1923 when John 
M. Gracie sold it to the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Little Rock . 

The property was assigned to St. Andrew's Parrish 
and served as St. Andrew's Catholic School from 1923 
until 1961 . From 1961 to the present time the Absolom 
Fowler House has served the St. Andrew's Parrish as 
the St . Andrew ' s Day Care Center and residence for 
the two Nuns who operate it . 
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The attached National Register Invento~y-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. Classification. 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. I S A PA6-E. MISS:I t-J6 F=f<OM 1]±E. Nl>M INA T'i10f\J ? 
t>l5ct\.SS ! ON SIZ>PS AT 1875 , PL...eA-51:: CLA~IFy Wt-t€N IT lsECAM e: 
A sc Ho o (.... J 'IA.I HE:. t-.1 A c G>l.1 1 REo -e. y Tite Cttn R6.t+ 1 ETC.. . 

9. Bibliography. 

10. Geographical Data. 
· a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates · ~ ------------------

-----------------~---- - - --··- ·· · . . 

b. Acreage . _~-- ·~-~~---------------------------------------

11. Form Prepared By. -----------------------------------------------

12. Certifica tion. 

Photographic Coverage. 

_ ___ Map Coverage. 

Other. -----------------------------------------------------

Clarification or correction of the above items must be Qade prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction· of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination \vill then satisfy National Register criteria 
in full. 

Thank you fbr your atteaU on t o the :tbove items checked . / ~ l;/} 
SIGNED: C#kb . _:__~ ~ 

t 
- ~ 



PLEASE RETURN THIS ~E PVPERTY I S ~TTEL DATE: 
NAME OF' PROPERTY ~d • • ; 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form i s being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. Classification. 

_____ 4. Owner of Property. 

_____ 5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliog~aphy. 

~10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and La~itude Coordinates. 

b. 

_____ 11. Form Prepared By. 

_____ 12. Certification. 

Photographic Coverage . 

_____ Map Covera ge. 

__ Other. 

Clar i fication or correction 
of our pr ofessiona l r evi ew . 
necessarily insure that the 
criteri a in full. 

of the above items must be made prior to the initiati on 
Correction of these technical errors docs not 

nomi na tion will then satisfy the National Re gister 

Thank you for your attention to thP above 

SIGNED· 



ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
1023 WEST THIRD STREET LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 

April 11, 1973 

Mr . Jerry L. Rogers 
Chief of Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
washington, D. c . 20240 

Dear Mr . Rogers : 

I am with this letter returning to you the Absolom Fowler 
House Nomination with the additional information you re­
quested . In addition, I have enclosed an original USGS 
Map showing the location of the Fowler House and deleted 1 
the xerox map previously sent . 

Sincerely, 

Gene Ri chardson 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

Enclosures 

FER: lka 

501 374-0375 



ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
1023 WEST THIRD STREET LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 501 374-0375 
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Mr . Jerry Rogers, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register of Historic 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th & C, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr . Rogers; 

April 23, 1973 

Places 

I am returning the Absalom Fowler House nomination which 
you sent to this office for a longitude correction . I have 
re - checked this personally and I am incuned to bel ieve that 
your computations are wrong, rather than ours . I have re - checked 
the longitude by several different methods and the only possible 
difference could be that it might read 92° 15 ' 48 . 9" rather than 
92° 15 ' 48 . 8" . This difference would be dependent upon whether 
you read the inside edge or the outside edge of the right hand 
longitude line . 

If the pencil marks on the map are yours, I can see where 
you would believe there is an error, altho I do not see how you 
arrived at the measurement . As I stated as early as 1969, this 
is, at best, a very imprecise way of locating a property . Measure ­
ments marked with a dull pencil can cause a location error of 100 
or more feet . We try to use pin points to mark measurement lo­
cations but feel that even this is imprecise. I think that you 
will agree with me that the pencil marks are a little broad . 

This is not an attempt to shift the blame for the error . It 
would have been far simpler to have made a necessary correction . 
Unfortunately, I think this would have resulted in a serious error . 

If, after re-checking this at your end, you still feel that 
an error has been made by this office I would appreciate a telephone 
call . 

Enclosures 

JEP : lka 

Very truly yours, 

~E~ 
Jack E . Porter, Administrator 
Historic Preservation Program 
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